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Pear Harp ot my Country! in darkness I found thee. 

The cold chain of silence had hung o'er thee long, 
When proudly, my own Island Harp ! I unbound thee, 

And gave all thy cords to light, freedom and song! 
The warm lay of love and the light note of glfidness 

Have waken'd thy fondest, thy liveliest thrill; 
But so oft hast thou echoed the deep sigh of sadness. 

That ev'n in thy mirth it will steal from thee still. 

Dear Uarp of my Country! farewell to thy numbers. 

This sweet wreath of song is the last we shall 
twine; 
Go, sleep, with the sunshine of Fanoe on thy slumbers, 

'Till touch' d by some hand less unworthy than mine. 
If the pulse of the patriot, soldier, or lover. 

Have throbb'd at our lay, 'tis thy glory alone; 
I was but as the wind, passing heedleisslv over. 

And all the wild sweetness I wak'd was thine own. 
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CHAPTER L 

At the time that Britain was so much harrassed by those north- 
ern hordes of ravagers the Danes, issuing like locusts from their 
lakes and forests, and blasting wherever they appeared the 
fair fruits of industry ; it was at this critical juncture that 
William Duke of Normandy made his appearance off the coasts 
of Sussex, with a numerous body of forces collected in Flan- 
ders, Bologne, Bretagne, Poictou, Maine, Orleans, France, 
and Normandy. The result of the contest between him and 
Harold the native prince for superiority, is too well known to 
need further explanation. 

With William came also his two half-brothers, Odo and 
Robert, the former Bishop of Baieux, and now created Earl 
of Kent, the latter Earl of Cornwall. The family name of 
^^ those adventurous chieftains was De Burgo, or rathep De 
^ Borgo, and from them was descended the ancient family of 
** Burke, the Earls of Ulster, Clanricard and St. Albans, with the 
Earls and Viscounts of Mayo, one of which latter was patron 
and protector to the celebrated Irish bard Turlough O'Carolan. 
1^ To Elizabeth, daughter of William De Borgo, was married 
i "Lionel, third son of Edward the Third, King of Englalid. 
This William De Borgo was possessed of many of the most 
fertile and valuable tracts of land in Ulster, and as a private 
^obleman, was more invested with supreme power and abso- 
te dominion, than is the present vice-regent of Ireland, yes, 
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or I might say, the monarch of the British dominions ; but 
at a time when this power seemed to have attained to its full 
zenith, he was basely murdered by his own servants in erossini 
a small stream near Carriekfergus, Upon the untimely deati 
of this nobleman, his descendants were called by the native Irtsh, 
who could not well pronounce the English language themselves, 
M*Guilliens or M^Williams, the sons of William, as deriving 
their sole origin from him alone. M* William in process of time 
was corrupted into McQuillan, which finally settled the family 
name of the adventurous sept of De Borgo. The McQuillans 
being now in possession of many fine tracts of land in the 
northern parts of Antrim^ as well as the south, were often en- 
gaged in skirmishes with their neighbours, in order to main-> 
tain the rights of their great afUJefStor ; but with none had they 
more strife than the O'Neills of Clanbuoy; these it must be 
confessed were more than a nmtch for them, notwithstanding 
that they were supported by a number of warm allies. All 
their animosities, hdwfever, aftet dyeing the soil of toany a well- 
fought fields settled in a ptofbuiid peace ; and now the united 
armies df O'Neill and his ixlagtianimovia ftUy, X mean Daniel 
M*Quillihi Werfe without an oppd^er^ 

Oil the ndtth-rwestei'h coast of Anttim, on an isolated rock, 
ovferhatigihg this eternal surge of a tempestuous ocean, stands 
the antiquated castle ftftd fortress of Dunluce. The mind df 
the thoiighfiil traveller^ in passing this way, is immediately 
arrested dn behdlding these atvful ruins, and carried back to 
times long since buried in oblivion, A small hill continually 
grefeil qohceals it from his view, until he is within a musket 
shot of the J)liaOe, when he beholds as if rising out of the sea, 
imitiediately below bim^ the crowded chimneys not of a single 
edifice, biit of a little village ; these chimneys stand upon the 
naked Walls^ attd ^erve very inuch to give the ruin a more so- 
lemn appearance. The rock barely admits the castle, and is 
separated from the main land by a yawning gulf, everywhere 
impassable save one, across which a single wall of stone and lime 
has been thrown in form of an arch, scarcely 24 inches ia 
breadth ; arid here is the only ingress and egress to and from 
this once redoubtable and strong hold of the north. Undei: 
the rock and immediately below the centre of the 'castle, is ^ 
cavern whifch passes to the other side overlooking the sea ; upon 

speaking i^loud or shouting, this cavern returns curioui^ and; 
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€^&n t^upicAMut\A%. The hooded erow nodding on themouU 
dci^g pintta^ten^ that seem hanging over the white surf far be* 
l&Wi ^ it breaks with deafening roar against the base of this 
riatu^l bulwark ; the screaming of the seafowi wheeling round 
0ur« headi$» and the mournful cadence of the north wind 
whittling through the rifted casements, leave an impression on 
the teul, and particularly the meditative soul, which no form 
of wordfc can express. 

Tradition says that an Irish chieftain, by name M*Keown, 
built this castle to awe the Danes and Cruthneans, or ancient 
Caledonians^ as well as his tumultuous neighbours, who inha* 
bited those parts when the Brehon laws were in full force, and 
this before the use of artillery undoubtedly was an impreg- 
nable fortress ; for by pulling up the drawbridge that lay across 
the wall above described, all access was rendered impossible. 
On the south side of the drawbridge are the remains of an old 
barrack, which served to accommodate the gallowglasses of the 
chieftain, as it was necessary that his clansmen should be at 
hand When an alarm was given, or an enemy appeared ; for in 
those days the approach of an enemy was scarcely ever sooner 
known than by the blaze of a fire from some eminence, or the 
gdiiiid of the War trumpet ; besides the barrack which I have 
mentioned there are the walls of a number of other buildmgs. 
Which have the appearance of a little town, and here was held 
a weekly market which fell on Saturday, for the use of the 
troops, followers, and family of the resident Lord. At a small 
distance to the east is a little green ' hill, called the gallows- 
hill, on which were executed all those who were thought un- 
worthy to live : nor did the trial go farther than the single de- 
cision of the leader, who was absolute in all his commands. 

Few persons of any taste or curiosity visit the Giants' Cause- 
W!iy, whp do not also visit the castle of Dunluce ; it being on 
the same shore, and scarcely three miles distant, To me the 
ftmner raises the most exalted thoughts of the Deity, in con- 
templating his magnanimity in this miracle of nature. These 
thoughts, however, are of a cheerful and pleasing kind, as it 
4boWS to us only at a distance some of the experiments, if I 
pmy be allowed the expression, of his greatness. 
f ihi the other hand, on looking at this decayed pile of build-« 
I see a picture of the shortlived race of man ; I see^him 
Ljr surrounded by his numerous vassals, hewing the beams. 
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and laying the foundations of a building that he firinly believes 
will defy all the attacks of his enemies-^to-morrew I behold 
him stretched below, as lifeless as the stones that from yonder 
ruin crumble over his tomb : and such, say I, old grey edifice J 
has been the fate of thy now forgotten inhabitants. One 
apartment in this castle is called Mave Roe's room, and it is said 
to be always kept clean swept by her, she being the family 
Banshee, who upon the death of a person belonging to an old 
stock or line of ancestors, was heard lamenting in the most 
pitiful manner, either around the dwelling of the deceased, or 
that of one of his near relations. The room has much the ap- 
pearance of a friar's cell, and its walls are all carved over with 
' the names of the different visitors ; but old time, though slowly, 
is still advancing with his work of destruction, " nor will he 
cease till he tumbles from its solid bed the last fragment." The 
clangor of the brazen trump that once reverberated along those 
bold projecting shores, to rouse the clansmen from their distant 
haunts, and the manly voice that filled it, are now become mute. 
Yes, 1 say the sonorous tube, with the thundering hero around 
whose ample neck it was wont to hang, now lies hushed in 
midnight silence. Here also echo sleeps undisturbed, save by 
the braying of the hoarse Atlantic, the moaning of the wind, 
or the savage screaming of the seafowl. In those roofless walls 
old i^olus sometimes tunes his melancholy harp, and sends to 
the soul such sounds as leave the mind absorbed in sorrow.' 

" The Hermit oft, 
At dead of night, 'mid his orlaons hears 
Aghast the Toice of time disparting tow'rs. 
Tumbling all pr^ecipitate down dash'd 
Rattling around, loud thund'ring to the moon." 

After M^Keown had resided for many years in this castle, 
he was overpowered and forced from it by the English, who 
having quarrelled with him, and obtaining a passage secretly 
over the drawbridge, slaughtered, routed, and dispersed the 
entire clan in one night. Having defeated one Irish chieftain, 
they turned their attention to the reduction of others ; but 
none stood their ground more firmly than old McQuillan and 
his sons ; they, assisted by their sons, often routed the English, 
and drove them into their fortress. 

It was on a fine morning in autumn, just as the sun began 
to peep over the heights of Morven, and gild by his horizontal 
beams the chimneys of Dunluce ; the bending ears of corn were 
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anging with dew, nor had the reaper seized his crooked sickle 
resume the labours of the day, when young Garry McQuillan 
walked some distance from his father's house, and keeping his 
whole attention fixed on the broad luminary of day, which was 
now overtopping the mountains of Scotland, that he beheld on 
tiie side of an adjacent hill a cloud of smoke issuing from the 
roof of a cabin. He not knowing what it might be, nor sus- 
pecting it to be anything more than the herdsman burning 
some hovel, lest it might become a shelter for those plunderers 
who come in the night season to drive off the peaceable inha- 
bitants* cattle, directed his course to the place. Before him 
was a tolerably deep glen, thick with oaks, and a close brake 
of hazel and other brushwood, and down the bottom of this 
glen ran a small stream that supplied a cooling draught to the 
cattle, as often as they took shelter here from the heat of the 
meridian sun ; he said to himself he would go to the spot and 
Psee what this was, perhaps it was an accident, and he thought 
might endanger lives, or rather it might be the work of an 
enemy. With his mind busied on these ideas he hurried across 
e glen, and imagined, at the same time, that he heard a num- 
T of voices very near him. He, however, took no farther 
otice of them, but ascended the other height, where the cattle 
rere yet in their lair, with their heads all turned toward the 
ising sun, busily ruminating on yesterday's provender. At 
is moment he beheld fire burst from the roof, and wrap the 
tire cabin in flame, and soon after a half-dressed female rushed 
m the door with a naked infant under each arm, seemingly 
conscious of his presence, and having laid, or rather thrown 
em on the ground, made back towards the fire with all speed, 
r undergarment blazing around her. At that instant a part 
the roof fell in, and rdled a volume of sparks and flame over 
r and McQuillan, who had now reached the place. She would 
have perceived him, but turning round with a mother's 
xiety for the two infants that lay oehind her sprawling on 
grass, she uttered the most heartrending shriek imaginable, 
d pointing to the cottage, called aloud. Oh ! Fadie, Fadie, 
firee na roon Fadie! McQuillan knew that some other 
)n must be in the inside yet, and seizing a stake which 
at his foot, drove in a part of the wall, where the roof had 
yet standing. As soon as the wall went in, a huge black 
V with his tail flaming like the torch of Ceres, freed him- 



■1* 






8 MDONNELL, AND THE 

self with a spring — at his heels followed a cat, bumifig in III 
manner, and after her a pig, which was scarcely so light afoot 
as either of its precedents. The master followed these with .t 
light skip, holding in his hand a black thorn staff, which was 
burning at one end ; the first thing he did, without noticing 
his deliverer, was to thrust the end of the staff into a waterpool, 
and examine it nicely after he drew it out. McQuillan by this 
time was making moan for the disaster that had befallen Mm, 
but he, always regarding the stick closely, answered him by 
saying he believed it was not much the worse yet. 

As McQuillan saw he had delivered all the inmates of the 
cabin from danger, he had time leisurely to view the actions 
of each inhabitant upon its emerging from this second Troy. 
The dog threw himself on his back, and plowed along the ground, 
in order to free himself of the fire, then expressed his joy by 
whisking round the children at full speed, and afterAvards 
stretching himself down at their back. The cat, upon her es- 
cape, perched on the top of a high stone that stood on its end 
in front of the dwelling, and after licking herself all over, sat 
down upon her tail with her mustaches singed into her face, and 
humming a strain of congratulation, seriously viewed the ruin. 
As for the pig, it dived mto the pool more like an inhabitant 
of the watery element, and coming out altogether metamor- 
phosed, stretched itself at full length close to the dog's back. 
The master of the cabin, after surveying the group as they lay 
mingled together on the ground, made his apostrophe to the 
dog; — Musha, poor Driver, said he, you and I had warm lad- 
gings this marning, but I knew there was no danger, for I 
sprinkled a bottle of holy water over us just as the roof fell in ; 
let me see, 1 think it was at Hallantide last that I gat it, and 
I laid it safely up behind the knee of the couple waiting for 
a hiury of this kmd, for you know it would have been a pity to 
spend it on a trifling thing, dont you jewd ; and if I bad fl,ung 
it over the house last night, devil a stick of it would be burned 
yet. Your faith was good, poor fellow, said McQuillan, and 
so you have benefitted by it. His first care now was to convey 
them to another cabin across the moor, and procure clothe^'' 
and some kind of nourishment for them ; their persons we/ 
not much the worse of the fire;, save their hair, that was sing( 
and also the poor female's legs that \sere a little scojched, 
consequence of her undergarment being consumed. Whi 
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plllcy wen a fiule recruited, aftd began to pluike off^ t^late 
^N|ppK>r in TKhieh they were» he questioned them mspecting the 
Hgsddent that he said he feared had destroyed all their little 
^^miture, besides endangering their lives. Arrah God bless 
ymi, says M^lJTennan, (this was the herdsmans name,) sure we 
lost nathing but two stools and a bed, as I may say^ for the pat 
am be nathing the worse, honey« Well, said the other, but is 
iKrt^ that your all ? No, by my faith, «aid he, I have my black 
^om, and many other things ; we can easily get a uisp of straw 
to lie on, ^nd for stools I can cut a has^ak* out of the turf bank„ 
which %\ill do us rarely, Hush'a, it s but the other day that ^e 
^t the stools, and I may safely say £ never sat afey on them 
3M» barring for the dacency of the thing. 

. ; Was the disaster a matter of accident, said M^Quiran, or can 

Jlpa suppose any person base enough to have been the cause of 

*? As I was last night, said M*I:vennan, and a fine night it 

^w^s, driving the catt'e to their lair, and shifting them to a p'ace 

ii#here they might pass the night in safety, and a so uhere the 

|®Ker was deepest, for you know I a uays have them at the 

^^eiak bank. Driver, pointing to the dog, had taken the one side 

flf the hill, to collect the stragglers, and meet me at the grey 

WDne, for this is the p'ace we always come togeth-n Not seeing 

iSm eome up to myself in time, I thinks with myse f that all was 

^*0t rij^t w ith poor Driver ; I seated myself as it might be on 

-Jte stone, and by my faith a great arge s one it is. But what 

:flou!d you have of it when I did not see the poor fellow com- 

r^k, ofi Isets ba£r and baorfirafife, to see what was the matter; 

||m^as I came to the Tummock, there does I see the bullocks- 

|l|i^0i appearing, but 'o, behould you, d woul a Driver was there. 

0lihiype{ goes hity ski.ty, dye see me, till as luck would 

iiiie hfid it, 1 hears my poor fellow growling and giving battle 

a man. Two rapscallions had taken a\^ ay a bullock, and 

5v^r was standing right be "ore them shouting upon me, and 

I am a sinner, the stones were whi tling about his ears aS 

M|^k as the moaty sun. Spitting on hiy stick, and thrusiing 



TW^''^'*' 



% 



%\- 



m 



* A square luaip c«t from « turf bank, and Jrlcd, ofua fervee far a seat. 
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my bat down on tny head that it mi^ht not fly off, I was witli 
him in two or three spangs, and neither said good, bad, nor 
indifferent till 1 flattened the cadger ; with that a large doireig 
passed my nose, and nearly took the breath from me, so we 
beat a parley, when Driver and I came off with the bullock, 
poor bruit, audthey-wentoff on the other hand vowing re venge 
soon or later, asthore, so that's all that I know by the frost; 
jewrf. Yes, I had almost forgot, as they went up the bank I 
heard them say there were a score of them in the glen, and for 
all that I know, there may be as many more of them. 

McQuillan and he, after putting the mother and children to 
bed, walked back to thecotts^e, which being composed of turf, 
both roof and walls were sunk down into a red mass of fire. 
The day was calm and remarkably clear, which showed to their 
view, as they lay reclined on a scrap of brown heather behind 
the cabin, the tranquil face of the deep. 

McQuillan was planning how to erect a new dwelling for the 
poor man, and also to make some provision for his family dur- 
ing the winter, which was now fast approaching; but how, 
said he, can we protect you from those nightly depredators 
who are distu.bing the peaceable inhabitants, and carrying off 
their cattle? tl.ere is no other effectual means of getting rid of 
this evil than driving them from their holds wherever they are ; 
and these incendiaries who attempted su^h a barbarous deed 
last night, I take to be vagabonds of our own country employed 
in foraging by the garrison of Dunluce, for that castle is at 
present held by a strong detachment of English. These rob- 
bers are not regular soldiers, they are only strollers, such as 
fol'ow every camp ; I have always known an English soldier 

f;enerous, humane, and brave ; but I suspect they are looking 
or something besides cattle. All I can say, however, is, you 
must be on the alert for some time, and if 1 find that any fur- 
ther attempts are made, either upon you or upon any otner of 
my father s vassals, we will summon the clans from the nine 
glens, and as sure as my name is Garry McQuillan, we shall give 
them a merry morning. 

Such conversation as this spent the day imperceptibly, until 
the sun was going down, and the weighty clouds were verging 
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ards the horizon ; be Was two or iHiree steps on his depar- 

>^hen turning to M^Uvennan/ he threw hhn^ his purse 

%ibh, though containing but a smaU sum, was qwte sufficient 

^C^ his present necessity; his wants indeed were but few, a 

^l^gssing which Providence never halt to bestow on such per- 

i%Oiis as live in that humble but commonly happy spfaapeof life. 

M^uillan having departed, the man and his dog went to lair 

cattle, with much more caution- and watchfulness than he 

haid done before ; he was now under a kind of dread, not 

Mxc his charge alone, but even for his life ; and as the di^tence 

increased beween him and his deliverer^ he fancied that danger 

me proportionably more near. . ^ 

As McQuillan was crossing the glen much about the place 
inhere he passed it in the mornmg, and meditating on the strange 
" ^dventure that he had witnessed during the day, he was col- 

^d by two stout men, one of whom ordered him, in a tre- 

lendous voice, to surrender. 

.. • ' 

To whom shall I surriender, said McQuillan, or for what ; I 

now of no offence that I have commited, and even that I had, 

Jt will take another to extort such subtnission from me. Are 

u not Garry M'Quiran, son to him who has withstood the 

ws.of the British realm so long ? My name is the same, said 

e, and I am son. — But why should I reply to robbers ? He 

a^ standing on low ground, and been collared. by both, wan 

erting his whole strength against them, when with a spring 

ckwards he brought them both below him ; where are you 

||ow? roared he aloud? and at the same time grasped the neck 

of each in his ample hand ; but he had better been silent, for 

^is^Y^ice that echoed like thunder through the glen, roused a 

^a^er of others tnat lay concealed in the thickets, who rushing 

h him, he was overcome and bound with gads or withesr 

twisted from the shoots of a sapling oak that grew beside the 

U<|e where he lay. In vain did he demand of them to know 

i% offence, or what they intended to do with him ; he was 

^uffi^ away in the deepest silence through woods, fatitnesses, 

and over precipices, places well known to him in former days. 

^i^er much travel and fatigue^ about dawn they arrived at the 

i^ile of Dunluce, through the portals of which shone a few 

]|^ams of dim-coloured light, serving only to show the frightful 
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.ehiMn Ctmi environed tlik roolcy lo^ei'* • MH^aillan was now 
aware tliat he woa; taken ^» a lio6tafi;e for tlie ccmduct of hia 
father, and alao /eared that he would be sent over seas far frona 
the irreen hilla and pure streaios of his native island. His fate 
as y^t was imeertain, fw be himself had often measured swords 
with the English, ttnd even with the present governor whose 
prisoner be then was* 

As the J^arty approached the castle, one of them, whose regi- 
mentals he could perceive under a great coat that he wore, put 
a trumpet to his mfouth, (this also had been unseen bv him.) 
and from it blew a b'ast that with its echo seemed to fill every 
room in the castle. Upon which a stem-looking head, cased 
in a steel helmet, and dose to the cheek of which leaned a 
weighty battle-axe, called aloud from the ramparts who comes ? 
The answer wns soon returned Garry M'Quillan, which was the 
password that night. The grating of the massive hinges of the 
drawbridge was immediately heard, and poor young McQuillan 
was ushered into the fortress between two files of soldiers under 
arms, and his big hands tied behind his back like a malefactor. 
The governor, a person somewhat advanced in years, was ah 
austere rigid man, and had received his promotion chiefly from 
his exact aiseipline, and strict attention to his superior officers^ 
When the prisoner was brought before him, he sternly de- 
manded by V hat means he came there, was he still outraging 
the mild laws of his sovereign, as his father and grandfather 
had done before him ? The prisoner said that chance had 
thrown him into his hands, but could the bands with which he 
was bound speak, they could tell who was outraging the laws 
both of God and man. 

Davers, for this was the governor s name, told him he did not 
wish to lose time; but asked him what terms he could bring 
his father to, in order to obtain his liberty ? 

I neitlier shall bring my father to terms, nor do I wish him 
to be on anv other terms with you, said McQuillan, than the 
terms on which he is ; I am your prisoner, and make your best 
of me. 

After a few days' close confinement, weighty irons, and a 
damp cell, said Davers, you will be more amenal>le. 
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V Take care* siad M'QuilUn, that you don't find ne worse $ I 
can live in the midst of danap, bear more irons than any man 
in the garrison^ and so long as 1 know I am wronged, hau food 
will suffice me. 

Take away this stubborn young man» said Davers^ and have 
him loaded with those irons which he seems to regard so little, 
we shall try his unbending spirit. 

Poor young McQuillan was led away by the same militar}^ 
escort that brought him through many windings until they 
came to a small cell on the south-eastern side ot the castle ; a 
I window from this apartment overlooks a part of the bay, and 
indeed has a giddy appearance from a boat entering the creek. 
Here they stript from his hands the shackles formed from his 
own native plant the Shillelah, and put in their place a huge 
pair of rusty iron manacles, that seemed not to have been used 
since the days of Henry IL, who probably had them made for 
some stubborn shoot of the same soil. They also put a pair of 
footloeks on him, from which a chain was united to his hands, 
and thus pinioned they left him to himself. 

In leaving him. they said that this was Mave Roe's room, 
whose company he might have every night ; and as she was a 
countrywoman of his own, might oe more agreeable to him. 
;With a leap from the ground and a shake of his irons, at which 
the whole cell rung again, he menaced them, they retreating as 
fast as possible, and not forgetting to lock his prison door 
firmly, for indeed they imagined all securities little enough 
with such a man. 

The cell was that one which went by the name of Mave 
Roe, the Banshee whom I have mentioned She was of the 
family of M*Keown, and in her thirteenth year, say they took 

^ the veil and retired from the world, that she might spend her 
time in secret devotion and meditation, for she was known to 

: be of a pious disposition from a child. The Banshee is consi« 
dered one of the good geni'r, or guardian spirits, by the ancient 

!• Irish families, and many of them never fail to leave a small 

i- tribute in the place said to be frequented by her. 

The prisoner being somewhat exhausted, reclined on a kind 
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of bench that stood against the wall, and from bis seat, as it 
was now broad daylight, could behold that part of the ocean 
which surrounded the east side of the castle. From the turret 
to the water was a most awful depth, and to add to the terror 
of this, at the extremity of the gulf a wall oi rugged rocks 
crowned the precipice. The thoughts of escape, notwithstand- 
ing these formidable barriers, haunted his mind all day ; there 
was nothing before him but climbing, swimming, and leaping ; 
his imagination was so far infected with these ideas that his 
hands and feet would often assume their proper functions 
until the weight of his bolts brought him back to his own na^ 
tural reason. The cause of those chimerical notions was this, — * 
bondage and imprisonment were strangers to him, he was ac-< 
customed to range as free as the wind that sweeps the high fore* 
lands of his native island. He had been taught from his infancy 
: to shrink at no kind of danger, nor consider any achievement ^ 
however hazardous, too difficult for accomplishment, and on tliii 
he chid himself for being taken as he supposed so tamely. A 
few days after his arrival at the castle, he was sitting near to 
the small grated window, through which a part of the bay may 
be seen, and as the day was calm, could distmctly hear the crew 
of a vessel which was coming to anchor on the northwestern 
side of the fort, near to a small rock called the Skerries, They 
were unacquainted with the bay, and having lain off* the lancj 
from the morning waiting for a pilot, were obliged under easy 
sail to stand in toward the harbour. As they had got in be- 
tween a shoal and the land, he perceived that there was much 
confusion on board ; through the different clamours of the sailors^ 
one hoarse voice, however, was heard audibly above the rest 
shouting let — go-^your — for^— top-gallant*— halliards, — let — 
go — your — main-^top«-gallant — 'halliards ;— !et— go— your- 
mizzen— top — ^gallant- — halliards, belav your sheet and baul^ 
awav. Again, fore sheet— fore tack-^fore bowling, let go anr 
liaiil away — steady — ^larboard watch ahoy. 

Such sounds as these were music to the ear of McQuillan. 
What a hardy adventurous life, thought he, do these brave tan 
lead, buffeting the wind, waves, and all other dangers ; whilsti 
I have suffered myself to be taken and tied like a sheep with-j 
out resistance. Why did I not either kill one of those poltrooni 
or lose my life ? 
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A short time bad ebpsed when an uhuisdal bustle in the 
castle, and some preparation for food and beds, gave him to 
understaind that a number of guests were expected there that 
night : he a:so heard the sentinel that guarded his prison door 
ask another soldier in passing were the troops arrived ? 

They are descending the heights of Bally magarry, said the 
other, and will be here in a few minu:es. 

He now knew that the vessel which he heard entering the 
bay some hours back was an English transport with troops to 
strengthen the garrison, and he was certain that this was ano^ 
ther lock to his shackles. His greatest fear was lest he him- 
self should be a part of her returning cars;o ; but whatever the 
consequence might be, he was determined to abide it with for- 
titude. The cadence of a bugle, accompanied by other wind 
instruments, turning down the parade, lei: him know that they 
were come. The governor went out to receive the ofiicers, 
and also his family, that came to spend the winter with him. 
After the usual salutations were over, he ordered refreshments; 
for the troops, and brought the oIRcers and his family into the 
castle •, but before his lady would venture to cross the draw- 
bridge, she asked twenty questions respecting its strength. 
Was there no danger of its breaking ; although such places as 
it may stand long, they must fall some time or other. 

Davers said if she was afraid of it breaking, he would al|o\T 
her to cross it alone, and then the weight would be but trifling. 

This proposal did not please her, for, said she, in case it should 
give way, 1 would have no person to take my hand ; she won- 
dered that a man of his experience did not know much better, 
and thought that his proposal bordered on rudeness, but she 
forgave him on account of the rigorous measures that he was 
sometimes obliged to use, and indeed a man of his years, said 
she, glancing at a young lieutenant w hose slashing u hite fea* 
ther fell majestically over his broad shoulders, I say a man of 
my husbands years, d\^elling considerably on the last word, 
^- cimnot be what he formerly was. 

My love, said Davers, 1 shall protect you like the go*den 
Vfleece, nor need v< u be more afraid than in the great aisle of 
Westminster Abbey. 
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- After crossing the bridge, she asked them did they hot thifik 

that the rock might fall, having such a weight upon it t&ft^ 

night, herse.f, two daughters, three lieutenants, with a number | 

ot servants, and above 10 cwt. of baggage, and aU this over and 

above what it formerly bore. She wondered very much what 

ignorance induced any person to build a house in such a place 

as this, stuck on the top of a rock like an eag e's nest ; if they 

intended it for fighting, why did they not bui d it in the middle 

of the country where they would have had the level ground 

under their feet ? S!.e often dreamt of being in such placef 

swinging bridges, and hanging precipices. One night she n 

collected in particular, and would all the days of her life, Sh< 

was sleeping with an elderly lady who was very much tormented 

with the toothache. They had both, she said, fallen into a soun( 

s^eep, and she immediately began to dream. This^certainly wai 

her dream read. She thought, she said, she was tra^ 

some distance from a huge promontory that overhung 

ocean, which rolled tremendously beneath her; but lookiu]^ 

another way, said she, 1 slipped my foot, and away 1 went, blesj 

me. At the moment 1 came to the edge, seeing a brand 

growing: out of it, 1 grasped this between hope and despair, bui 

flew over it to the bottom with the branch in my hand ; this wa 

no other than a handful of hair, the ear-ring, and a part of th^ 

ear out of the old lady's head, which was beginning to turn gre; 

and indeed 1 never could get her persuaded but it wss dor 

through malice, that 1 might see her hair. She has never beei 

on a friendly footing with me since, and indeed 1 had the greal 

est reason to be frightened, for grey hairs are one thing and lif 

is another. Davers, you are beginning to mix, I should thini 

Jf you have iinished your dreams and military tactics, m; 
dear, said Davers, we shall wa'k in ; for you, my children, am 
those gentlemen are certainly in much need both of rest ani 
refreshment. 

At breakfast next morning she went on to tease the whoI( 
company with such like questions as these. . What sort oi 
pe. tple were the wild Irish, concerning whom she had heard s< 
much ? Did they suppose she stood a chance of seeing any 
them before they returned, or was there anyd.nger, for sW 
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had heard the^ vere JtAg\a.y illdisposed creatures, «id then so 
ibnd, she wu informed ay a lady who met two of tbem on the 
public road one day» and she ftlone— so vety fond of looking at 
fine ladies ; she thought she would not like to see any of tbem 
unless she had some of the military with her, for she was t<^d 
they were always afraid of red coats. She then acked, were 
there no hopes of getting them destroyed? They certainly 
bad cost his majesty mu^ trouble and expenses besides the 
lives of some of his best officers ; if his majesty was of her mind, 
she thought the most effectual method would be to bum 
their places of residence ; and such caves or the like, where she 
was told they lived, eithn to stop them up with earth, or smoke 
them out ; at the conclusion of this last sentence, she was in- 
terrupted with a roar of laughter from the whole company. 

W^ell, my dear, said Davers, 1 heartily wish you had aii audience 
of lus majesty, but still fear that he might differ from you in 
many things : I also can assure you that our gracious sovereign 
t is fond of his Irish subjects, although perhaps they are not aware 
■ of it ; last season before I was appointed to this situation I had 
' the honour to be in his presence, when being informed of some 
^ of the unlawful exactions committed upon his Irish people, he 
' burst into a fury, saying he had been represented as a Nero to 

ihis subjects, not a father ; and those vile creatures whom you 
would suffocate and smoke out of their miserable caverns, are 
as brave a race of men and as warm-hearted as exists on terra 
firms ; and as to running from red coats, I have seen that pretty 
wdl tried : it was but tiie other day that I sent out a party in. 
order to intercept an Irish chieftain or one of his sons, I mean 
M'QuiUan, who has withstood the government so long; he is 
a brave man, but in a mistaken cause ; they indeed pertbrmecL 
the task on whicli they were sent ; but besides this, they burned 
the cabin o£ a poor herdsman, who, had It not been for this 
lyoung man your prisoner, might have perished in the flanaes 
'wi^his wife and family. 

_ Upon my word, said she, I think you have rather a warna 
Jside to them, and will not be astonished if you should be ac— 
Icused of disaffection; don't you know that an enemy is an enemy, 
%id when a charge is committed to us, why should we not mo»t 
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conscientiously jperSmn it, even to clmstizing wil^ i>ltiars ahd 
thorns, saws and harrows ; but do you think I might see tfaist 
chieftain with safety ? Have you him tied, or is he naked? 
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Neither, replied her husband; he is like one of ourselves^ 
only thus far, that he could strike any two of our heads td- 
getner ; he is a young man, and I can tell you all, has a feelinjg' 
he«rt. 

Garry McQuillan by this time i;^as removed into a better 
apartment, and treated as became an Irish chieftain ; the rigour 
used to him at first was a trial to break his independent spirit ;' 
but this not having had the desired efiect, he was kept with 
more mildness and humanity. 

All the strangers came with the governor to see the bold 
unbending prisoner; his irons had been knocked ofi^some time 
before, and he was walking the apartment with all that clannish 
and dignified air so natural to an Irish chieftain. 

Davers desired them to stay back, until he would address him, 
which he did in a more good-natured manner. He hoped that 
he found himself as comfortable as his situation woula admit, 
and apologised for the severity which he was necessitated to 
use on such occasions ; but, said he, with a smile, as we don't 
know when the matter may be reversed, when we shall become 
your prisoners, it is our interest to treat you as well as possible. 

McQuillan said that might be much sooner than he expected, 
nevertheless he would not reflect upon his treatment, only thus 
far, that he was taken without cause at the present time. 

With some conciliatory language on the part of the gover- 
nor, he entered into conversation more freely. 

Davers said there was some strangers who came to the castle 
last night, but hoped at the same time he would not attribute 
that curiosity to any kind of impertinence; but rather wonder-^ 
at seeing the son of him who so long withstood his majesty's 
forces. 

The prisoner said he had no objections to see any English- 
man, he had seen them on sharper ground than this, and un 
less they came as enemies were as agreeable to him as Irishmen 
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The goveiTKtf withdrew, and introduoed tlie piuliy. M^- 
QuillaQ received them with politeness, but what we would con 
sider a little stiff. 

He discoursed freely with them all, but inveighed against 
the violence used toward his father ; said he did not attribute 
it so much to him who swayed the sceptre, as to many- of his 
petite governors, and hopea it would be always in their power 
to chastize such little tyrants. 

Here the discourse might have become rather warm, ^ if lady 
Davers had not interrupted it by expressing her astonishment 
to see such a manly Hercules-looking fellow as she caligd him, 
and, when he pleased, she said, so extremely polite. 

At this M'Quillan laughed heartily, and thanked the lady 
with a more gracious conge. 

Come hither, ray dear Nancy, said she, and see this fine young 
Irishman, and you Caroline. 

Mamma, said the latter, wouldn't he make a fine officer? 

DaverSj said the mother, could you get him persuaded to enter 
the British service by proposing him a respectable commission^ 

I am certain, said Davers, he will never enter service save 
that of his country, nor shall I be so mean as ask him, adding I 
would be g^ad, my dear, that you would season your conver- 
s;ition better, and use it only in its proper place. 

She has said nothing wrong, said McQuillan, at least nothing 
at which I am offended. 

Caroline, a sweet, interesting girl, now entering her sixteenth 
yeir, incessantly asked her papa why he had those irons on 
that fine young man ; two lieutenants had been chatting to her, 
little of which she seemed to hear, and as they were leaving the 
room, she asked her papa, would he leave him there alone ? 
would he not ask him to dine ? or if that would not do, would 
he order dinner to be served in the poor lonely prisoner's room? 

Although it is not in my power to comply with any of your 
requests, my daughter, said Davers, yet I must admire your 
sensibility, and no doubt this poor fellow has been in as cheerful 
company and among as gay companions as any of us. 
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And so mu6li the worse ^ him now, sdd she. 

All her entreaties, however, could not prevail. 

The prisoner being now left to himself, bogan in silenoe to 
pass each of their conduct in review before him ; none of them, 
said he to himself, seems to insult me, and one, I am certain, 
pities me ; yes, and the only one of them all whom I could wish 
to pity me ; but why should I entertain a single tender emotion, 
while I am held a prisoner here ? I could wish she had not come 
in to my prison, or otherwise that she had not pitied me. 

' Lady Davers had felt pity for the prisoner as well as her 
daughter, and requested liberty to breakfast with him next 
morning ; she was permitted by the governor, and her compli- 
ments on the same subject were courteously received by M*. 
Quillan. He said he considered it a beneficence in that lady 
and any other person whom she chose to bring with her, dcmg 
him the honour. 

After the cloth and servii^e were laid, he' saw lady Davers 
ajad her two lovely daughters enter; he saluted them ^ith a 
very low bow, and took the liberty of setting a chair for each ; 
indeed they were both interesting girls, but one, I mean the 
younger, he thought ten times more lovely than the first time 
ne saw her* 

During breakfast he directed all his discourse to the elder 
and mother, and seemed even afraid to trust himself with the 
younger ; however he was attentively polite to her, but seldom 
entered into conversation, unless it was to answer some inquiry, 
many of which she plied him with* 

As they sat discoursing on difTerent subjects, they heard a 
shouting from the other side of the gulf ; the officers and gover- 
nor, witn some other gentlemen, were standing on the ramparts,^ 
lichen M'Quillan put out his head, and heard a burst of lauchter 
from those gentlemen, and perfectly recognized his friend M*. 
Ilveonan the herd»nan, on the opposite side. 

He was arrayed in a frieze jacket, formed like a sailors j a hat 
on his head wanting the rim, a pair of stockings wanting the, 
feet; and a black thom cudgel by tie middle, prol^bly the 
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identiad <me whieh lie bora on tKr day of Im clitaftter» mth 
Driver his old companion sitting on his tail, and with bis roaster 
eagerly looking over at the casUe. 



HiUoo, said M'Uvennan^ — ^harkee, f rietid, have yes got Rfister 
M'Queeleii diere ? tell him there*s a jentleman wants to spake 
to him. Anan ? I dont hear a word you spake for that damned 
say that's roaring down bye there — come over here and tell me 
what you want Anan, phat's that you say ? Arrah, you tory 
thief you, are you laughing at myself? you hangman looking 
scoundrel you, it ill becomes any of the bad breed of you, to keep 
poor Mister M*Queeien tied up like a Connaught bullock.— 
Harkee, I say you downlooking blaggard, m ill you fight me ! 
bad luck to the sheep thief among yesi wouldn t baste back and 
sides, ^ making his cudgel cut across his face in form of a broad 
sword.'* Arrah, what brought yes to our ovin island, ye cut- 
throat spalpeens yes» bad luck to you and your-*-* — together, 
we never were anone him a naggin of mail or a spoonful of salt, 
and let me never go home again, if I was wanting my breakfast, 
if I would ask a noggin of buttermilk of him ; for hes an ould 
ratten shinned heratic Marafastie. I say you blaggard^ he had 
no more right to come aver here than I would have to go steal 
a fat wether— -from— Darby Murphy— —Upon my conscience 
and fine wethers they are, as ever walloped under the shears; 
but I'll tell Mr. M'Queelan what you have been doing to young 
Master Garry, bless his big soncy face. 

After such a shower of invective, M'llvennan took his de- 
parture, turning about frequently and shaking his cudgel, by 
\\ ay of denunciation ; nor did he rest until he fully informed 
old MQuillan concerning the burning of the cabin and the 
imprisonment of his son, m hich last he had heard from some 
countrymen who were concealed in the wood at the time he 
was taken. 

McQuillan found himself verv unhappy durins: this alter- 
cation, if it might be called so ; for he knew it was on his ac- 
count, and he knew also that this poor fellow thought he was 
taking complete satisfactiou while he was only exposing him* 
self to ridicule. 

He apologiMd'to the ladies by saying that the man was a 
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folkMi'er of the family, and h<%ed tb^ wcmld judge ikvodsMi^ 
c^ his ignorance, as he acted solety through disinterested faitli^^ 
fulness to him. 

Miss Caroline laughed heartily at M'llvennan, and asked 
young McQuillan could he procure them an interview iiith 
the man. 

He smiling told her he did not doubt but he would be back 
soon ; but feared the purport of his return might not be con- 
ducive lo pleasantry. 

Lady Davers started at this as ^i ell as her daughters, and 
asked was there any danger. 

He told them none to them or any of their connexions, so 
long as he was with them. 

At these last words Caroline Davers became quite serious, 
sunk into a kind of melancholy, fixed her eyes on the prisoner 
and sighed ; to herself she repeated his last words — so long as 
I am with you, of course that Tsill not be long, and it's more 
than probable he does not wish it to be long; ne saw she Mas 
concerned and immediately waved the discourse. 

Have you ever been in England, said the mother. 

Yes, ma'am, I have. 

Pray in what part. 

In the greater part of it aill. 

Would you not prefer it to Ireland. 

.No, ma'am, I prefer Ireland to all the countries in the world. 

And indeed, said Caroline, I think I could live in Ireland 
myself. 

Would you not, said her mother, be afraid of those continual 
massacres and assassinations that we read of in the new spapers? 

Oh, this gentleman, said she, would protect me from them a!l. 

This was said un thoughtfully, which she showed by colour- 
ing immediately after it. 

The governor sent to inform the ladies that Howard, captain 
of the Sphinx, had proffered them the long boat in order that 
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tbey ii%ht take a little cruise of pleasure by satling eastward 
to view those bold rocky promontories that wall in the northern 
shores of Antrim^ and also that the oflScers were waiting to 
escort them over the drawbridge. 

Indeed, siud Caroline, I think my head would never carry 
me to go over it ; I was not half so much afraid when I entered 
as now, and sure mamma nearly lost her senses in crossing it. 
These gentlemen can tell us every thing as it happened, and 
that wul be more pleasure to us ; besides they will not have 
the trouble of handing, lifting, and supporting us at every step, 
and then the screaming and squalling that we keep might turn 
them deaf. 

Lady Davers thought the bridge did not look now so fright- 
ful as when she came over it, and therefore arose, taking leave 
of the prisoner. 

Neither of the young ladies wished to go, as both pitied him, 
one indeed in a greater degree than the other. And what is 
pity ? It is the advance guard of love. 

As the;^ wept out of the prisoner s room Caroline was last. 
She curtsied low, observing how she was answered ; he in re- 
turn bowed as low, and she thought laid his hand gently across 
his breast. The sentinel turned round to lock the door, but 
she thrust him away, and took the key into her own hand — 
here she failed, and left the door, the key, and the sentinel 
following her mother in silence. 

They were soon over the drawbridge, and on board the long 
boat, and were sedulously attended to by the gentlemen, but 
Caroline would have drawn attention from an Ashantee — she 
was nature itself. 

As they passed up the bay, she kept her eyes fixed on the 
castle, and on the window of that very apartment where she 
had breakfasted, often saying in a lo^ voice to her sister, he 
will be so lonely, and I almost think he could have wished to 
accompany us. What do you think, Nancy ? 

lydeed, said her s'ster, I cannot tel! ; but 1 know I would 
have thought ourselves much safer had he been on board. 
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Yen^ said the other, finishing ha* sister s narraticm, and evra 
happier. 

The boat returned in the evening, the weather having beconoHb 
somewhat rougher, and landed them between the castle and tte^ 
Skerries, ail fatigued and sprinkled \iith the spray. 

As they approached the bridcre, the mother and her two 
daughters supported by the military gentlemen, one of the 
lieutenants, who supported Lady Davers, hoped they would 
not be deprived of their company this evening, as they were in 
the morning. 

She told him the reason that induced her to spend the morn- 
ing with the prisoner was to hear something from him respect- 
ing his countrymen, and in place of finding him that wild 
uncultivated being that she expected, he was possessed of mas- 
terly politeness and even gracefulness. What a husband be 
would make, but most likely he is pre-engaged ; for 1 am told 
that the Irish beauties are possessed of fascinating manners,.and- 
are remarkably distant. 

1 suppose all these things are true, said one of the gentlemen, 
but may we, my lady, expect the happiness of your compatiy, 
and that of your tw^o sweet daughters this evening. We would 
ail be unwilling that you should be incarcerated a second time. 

If our company, said she, is capable of creating such happi- 
ness 21 s you seem to think, it would be unkind to deny you. 

1 think, said the younger daughter, 1 fgel a slight headache, 
and would be glad of a little rest ; upon which indisposition 
she was permitted to withdraw. 

When alone she gave herself up to meditation rather than 
rest, and to a sensitive mind there is not the slightest doubt ■' 
but that it was the more pleasing. While the hall resounds^ 
with the din of music and festivity, while each gay member^ 
talks to his companion of the happy days of childhood, and faces 
around tlie sparicling board seem to catch the pleasing infection. 
While these things are going on, said she, am 1 the only per- 
son alone ? No, there is yet another, whose empty and solitary . 
chamber, not illumed by a single taper, remains hushed in 
silence. And what h^is he done? Maintained his fatl^rs 
rights, and succoured the distressed. Perhaps his mother and 

J 
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ii$^&ik ike at this moment lamenting his al)sence^ and perhaps 
lather is lamenting it more. 

:l,^k.this subject she could have meditated much longer, but 
will' Interrupted by her sister, who came to ask if she was re- 
P0^^ted, she said she was, and upon this they joined the party. 

^^bout ten days after M^Ilvennan appeared before the ram- 
p^j^ a private soldier, who had been in the country all night, 
9^1 learning something privately from the peasantry, whom he 
p^mved making much preparation, came in great haste. to 
inform them that old McQuillan, assisted by great O Neill of 
l^^buoy, and an irresistible body of the clans, was directing 
^tnarch toward the castle — that he heard the sound of the 
liftTumpet, and saw two flags descending the heights at some 
li§ distance. 

general confu-ion now reigned through all the garrison ; 
soldiers were ordered to rest under arms, and a huge port- 
's was erected over the drawbridge. The ladies were con- 
to the back part of the castle, and a detachment of 
fyry ordered to kneel behind the north wall in order to take 
|^0xny in flank if they should attempt to enter the outer 
As the advanced guard appeared topping the hill, they 
^3 on by M'Quillan s eldest son, and came at a quick pace 
rong to the tune called Patrick's day. O'Neill was oh the 
commanding a choice body of cavalry. They were re- 
with a sharp broadside of musketry from the front, while 
^Fere taken on tlie left by the ambuscade ; this M'Quil- 
iecond son soon overthrew and cut to pieces. The sol- 
&e now ordered to pull down the wall, in the execution 
li many brave fellows fell; but as soon as the first 
S(ras reduced so low as the height of a man's breast, M*- 
on a tall bay charger, swept over it, followed by all his 
,iand after them O Neill with the Clanbuoy boys. They 
wever, warmly opposed by the garrison, but all could 
the invincible M'Quillan, seconded by the Clanbuoy 
!*jhey drove forward to the bridge, and as the guards 
^ ut to drop the portcullis, they were sabred at their 

^^i^at door they were met by the governor, who de- 
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Hreifed up his sword together with the keys of the castle, aaft 
while the royal troops laid down their arms to the elder M^ 
^uUlan, O'Neill and the others rushed forward to find youpg 
rarry. As soon a6 the clashing of arms and noise of musketry 
w'ete heard at thcf bridge, the sefitine! who guarded the prison 
dooT dropped the key, and l*an to support the contest ; the key 
was no sooner dropped than the ladies, who were running tiom 
one apatrtment to the other lor safety, seized it, and unloeked 
the prisoner's door* 

Caroline threw herself into his arms, and exclaimed, oh, my* 
father, save him ; oh, save us all. 

« 

Young Oarry in a minute was at the great door^ and meeting 
bis father, brothers, and other friends, was joyfully received by 
them. Being assured of the governor s safety, and that the 
carnage was ceased, he in haste returned to the ladies, and told 
them that their father Was safe, and all hostilities at an end. 

During the combat, M*Ilvennari rushed in with his cudgel in 
his hand, and was engaged for some time with a swordsman, 
who could not touch him so long as the cudgel stood ; but at a 
sweep of the broadsword it was cut in two near to his hand^ 
when with a spring he cleared himself of his enemy, and taking 
to a rising ground, was distinctly heard encouraging the gal- 
lowglasses. Now, my brave fellows, bowl a halliagh, hanna<* 
mondwowl knock out his brains with that dornig ; hirroo, ther^ 
goes the fagaballagh boys — strike, you dog you. Now <igaddy 
stand your ground, Paddy Mullin, and dont let that hangmalt 
rogue be driving you back — whilLlu for the Irish Shilleias and 
the rattlers from Clanbuoy* Now the bridge, dont be lucking! 
iiito the sai to make your head dizzy. Now you hive it, lie toj 
that, hurra the day is our own. Now you sheep thieves an« 
Gut-throat rascals ye, didn 1 1 tell yes what we would do — go 1 
home, bad luck to the bad breed of yes, and tell your king we 
dont value him a snulBFof tobacco, tiggum te shin.* 

. The garrison altogether were allowed to embark on board the 
Sphinx with their baggage and arms, save forty stand that they 



* Do you understand tliat. 
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jet^ined €6|r t}^^ use of t^ ^os^le. 7hey XDwehed pi|t tbat 
evening toward tb^ beiaq^ where i^ Sphip^ lay at APc^or> ail 
^iv« a feiv solders yrho were epiployed Imrying tbe dead. Quo 
person amoQg 1^ yiotorious^ lahd he on i^h^se accounjt thp 
fortress ^a$ taken^ could almost hay^ wish^ t<^ retain in. hoB^f 
^^, I}e hegan to like has prison, jbeeapi^ it sometimes M<* 
ceive^ a person who pitied hinv^he saw her melanieholy ap? 
pe^roii^cey . ^^d was distressed to thi^k it was perhaps on his 
accounts In passing through the great hall, he accidentally 
met her alofie, whether chaiiice had brought her hither^ or 
whether i^e had expected to meet hini there, isnpt known. 
He itpok h^ h^nd and was about to f perf^rrpujlas^ he liT 
short space knew not where to begin, he remained as silent as 
she, at which time her mother^ sister, and father appeared. He 
took a farewell of them all save one. Hers was the last ; but 
what could he say in the presence of so many ? Her father 
reached her his arm, she received it, and departed. 

McQuillan stood looking after them ; but she passed on even 
over the drawbridge, seemingly not to notice it, ar)d never 
raised her drooping head till she ld*t his sight at the outer gate. 

Next morning the hallooing of the sailors weighing the 
anchor, gave him to understand that the Sphinx was about to 
sail. He saw her spread her snow-white canvass, and with 
three cheers from her British tars, stand from the bay. 

Old McQuillan, whom we have so called to distinguish him 
from his sons, was a man at this time not less than seventy ; 
his youngest child, a daughter, and she his only daughter, was 
much about the age of Caroline Davers ; she had been in a 
nunnery from her twelfth year, but notwithstanding this se- 
cluded life, was fond of conversation. She \a as informed very 
early of her noble descent, and told that the sovereigns of Eng- 
land were her blood relations by the Royal De Borgos. 

Daniel McQuillan, now seated in his rocky turret, ruled and 
gave laws to the northern shores ; in his halls were sung by the 
mistrels the deeds of the De Borgos over flood and field ; the 
battle of Hastings and the defeat of Harold with his two brave 
brothers, was often talked over ; as also the achievements of 
Kobert ag^ainst the Saracens. 
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At this time the strictest amity existed between the family ^ 
of Clanbuoy and him, so that few of the northern chieft^uns j 
could make head against him. One clan, however, I mean the 
O Cahans, still opposed M^Quil'an, and often carried off the 
palm. The territory of this family was contained between the i 
streams of the Bann and the Foyle, the greater part of which 
they held in the beginning, independent to any crowned head 
whatever, and these rights they maintained on many a bloody ^ 
field washed by the above rivers. Their privilege was to be | 
first seated at tab'e, and this they obtained by their famous 
exploits in war ; but at the time that Daniel McQuillan took 
possession of Dtftiltlee, tlK; O'^ahan family was on the decline. 

From his strict alliance with the O'Neills, he exposed himself 
to the enmity of great O'Donnell, of Tyrconnel. The O'Don- ^ 
nell family w as called in Irish Baldearg, from a red spot which 
they had on the neck, and which was accounted a sure mark of ' 
their royal descent from the ancient Milesian kings. 

A rupture having happened between O'Neill and O'Donnell, 
and McQuillan having espoused the cause of his neighbour, was 
implicated in the general quarrel. 

As O'Donnell sat one night surrounded by his kinsmen, his 
clansmen and gallow glasses, drinking to the memory of heroes 
long gone, two aged minstrels stood behind, their grey beards 
hanging down to their girdles, and each clothed with a robe of 
six different colours, a dignity next to that of an Irish king, and 
were performing some of those old melancholy airs peculiar to 
Ireland alone. 
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^ '^* Does the wind touch thee, Haq) ! or is it some passing ghost ? It is the 
^4|iad oi Malvina ! Bring me the harp, son of Alpin, another song shall rise ; my 
^iwiLl shall depart in the sound." — Oss. 
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^Thjs bards tuned their harps to that sweet old Irish air, Coolun, 
which they touched with just and natural pathos, and after 

M&iishing this they performed as a concluding piece the death 
l-^liiareh of Royal Bryan ; at this piece a dead silence reigned 
l^ilhrough the company, nor could some of them refrain from 

I tears. 

He's gone, said O'Donnell, and no wonder that we should 

empathize with the mourners of that great man ; but if he fell, 

'was in the arms of victory, and his death gave a dying blow 

to the worst enemy, I mean a foreign enemy, that ever opposed 

country ; but where the inhabitants of a nation are divided 

inst each other, I consider it tenfold worse, Daniel M'Quil- 

iias joined the forces of O'Neill of Clanbuoy, and I am in- 

ped, exults much in his noble ally ; he thinks couched 

th the wing of the eagle he will rest fully secure ; but 1 

1 drive him from his hiding-place, and course him like a stag, 

oiB ♦Binguthar to f Torr, and from Torr to the heights of 
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^^iDgathar, the giants' cape or promontory, was the former name of the Giants* 
^enjrajr. I shall not enter upon any description of this promontory at present, 
!e4)eing accounts of it ahnost in every book-shop. Suffice it to mention one, 
ti^fee of Eunkerry, which is only accessible by water, opens between two huge 
of rock, and runs an unknown length imder ground ; as a house at a mile's 
ce from the shore is disturbed by the noise of the waves in this cavern, dur- 
» Btorm, which commotions resemhle distant thunder. 

a lofty headland fronting Morven or Kintyre, the distance between them 
here are the ruins of fort Dimavarre, and a little above ia Sleaght na 
t^ or th^ grave of the slaughtered ; this was called the Scots warning tfire, 
ce of fires of alarm kmdled here. 
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^Sliagh Barragh. He then, turning to the two Bards flifd- 
bruthan and Tuadhar, told them they must go and infonn 
Daniel M'QuiUan that if he would not withdraw his alliancse 
from O'Neill of Clanbuoy, and send his sons as hostages for tik 
fulfilment of the same, he would pay him a visit in a few days, 
and perhaps an unpleasant one for him. Does he think that 
the streams of the Foyle or the Bann can save him ? Does he 
think that his rocky tower can save him ; or does he think 
that his noble ally can save him from the sword of Baldearg ? 
We have cut our way through the most formidable ranks of 
the British ; we have burst the castle gates of the metropolis, 
and we hare made England s monarch tremble on his throne ; 
therefore, let this half Norman look well to his undertakings. 

These threats were uttered in the midst of his numerous 
dans and gallowglasses, who made the ancient hails of Tyrconr 
iiell ring w ith the family war-cry, Aboo. 

The following day tlie two reverend sages set out, each bear- 
ing his harp as an emblem of his national function, and arrayed 
in a robe of sixfold colours. Having come to the banks of the 
deep and rapid S willy, they saw a small hut dose to the shore, 
behind which, on a little hill, was drying a fishing-n^t, equipped 
with large masses of corkwood on one side, to keep it above 
water, and on the lov^er side twisted with sheet4ead for 
a contrary purpose. Against the wall there was a number of 
poles leaning, which tapered to one end ; to the top of these 



*.Sliagh Barragh, A. green xidge of mountain east of the beautiful vale of Glen- 
arriff. It becomes more abrupt as it approaches the sea, until in place of continued 
verdure, there is only ^ green spot here and there ; these are most luxuriant in ; 
6oil, on which the sheep are to be seen, not standing, but almost hanging, and on J 
this lofty eminence with their mouths full, saluting the early passenger as he eyes 
them from beneath ; the slareams that pour over it resemble the waterfall of a mill, 
touching the precipice only in some j^aces. The front of this hill is called Gaxron 
point, and is doljiftd with & spontaneous growth of liazel imdook. 

t It was the business of the Bards to go as ambassadors between belligerent 
powers ; also to keep the armour, and family history, records, smd gQnealog^. 
Thdr persons, were held sacred, and even their houses, by the most ferociQus 
enemy. We see something ^f this in Alexander the Great i^pwcing th^ bouse of 
Pindar when he burned Athens. 
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mdt6 short tines attached with Strong hooks, for th^ ptif- 
jj^iiiii W^ the white fii^h, flounder^ and such a£f abound in 

^tS^eeks and harbours ot this frith. The cabin was formed 
#if!id natural rock, having spars of timber laid in a slanting 
H^idion from the lower to the higher ledge ; these covered 
turf, and securely thatched over with rushes and heather, 
her with an outside or finishing coat of an old net, defied 
the powers of iEolus. It Was guarded on each side by a 
_qlent in form of a porch, and over the top hung a huge 
0^ of stone that threatened the inmates with immediate de- 
$tl^UCtion. Along the sid6 of this tower the smoke rose perpen- 
dicularly, and altogether gave the wild shore a most romantic 
dppi^arance. In a crevice scooped out of the stone, and almost 
in form of an oven, lay a large waterdog, looking down on the 
^mibled element, as it burst against the base of his rocky habi- 
tation ; and a little farther down the beach they saw a small boat 
lying at anchor, having her cable bound round a fragment of 
the same. There also was a number of geese and ducks with 
|rje solitary hen standing alone. The vicinity of the cabin was 
"'^tifully strewed with fish bones, oyster and cockle shells, and 
land there heaps of the sea weed or what the nortliwesterns 
yagh. As they approached the house, the dog, springing 
his adamantine walcove, attacked them sharply, and uet- 
between them and the house, held them completely at bay. 
hoise of Drake, for this was the dog s name, brought the 
e family to the door, even to an infant crawling on all-fours. 
3Phe sight of a human being at any time was rare ; but such 
tenerable-looking sages as these must certainly have greatly 
^pttished the wild inhabitants of this secluded spot, who had 
their dwelling here on the borders of the stormy Atlan- 
^liuch after the manner in which the eagle founds his eyrie 
lleclifisofSt. Kilda. 

^Fhe fisherman spoke to them, seeing that they were human 

asked them into his cottage, and seated them beside a 

re, the evening having become somewhat cold. His m ife 

ghter were busily engaged in spinning a coarse kind of 

netting, whilst his i^ldest son and he were finishing a 

that they had undertaken to make for some fishermen 

ved farther to the West ; they were just arisen from din- 



.1- 



M. 







I) M DONXELL, AND THE 

ner, which consisted of fish and bread. The fofineir th^ usttf^ 
dress in a little butter, and this with bread is their ordln^^ 
food; and often when butter cannot be got, they eat the w|^ 
fish without any other kind of dressing save boiling, and cm kini 
food they are healthy, fat and vigorous, being no more Die* 
worse of a wet skin or a ducking in the sea, than the diver ^|i 
cormorant. The fisherman was dressed in a blue jacket of: 
coarse manufacture, a pair of hempen trowsers smoothed oy&.^ 
with tar, an old glazed hat beaten to the form of his head, and 
it decorated with the insignia of his vocation, hooks, lines, and 
flies. Each of his three sons wore head-dresses of the same 
fabrication, or nearly so, with their father, and all vied in 
binding them with as many fishing implements as they could 
bear. The cabin was hung round with dried cod, salmon, tur- 
bot, and many other species, natives of the northwestern Atlan- 
tic,^ and even of the fresh water streams, as eels and dologhins, 
so called by the Irish residing on the coasts of Donegall, Derry, 
and Antrim. 

His venerable guests entered into conversation with him and 
the family regarding their tenure, their manner of support, and 
to whom they owned fealty. 

He informed them that O'Donnell was their chieftain, land- 
lord, and all ; that the only acknowledgment he received was 
once in the season, or rather when he pleased, a turbot or sal- 
mon ; that he had accustomed himself to accommodate the 
O'Donnells and their followers with his boat, and in short every 
article in his house, and himself to boot, was at their service. 

Said Malbru than we belong to the same sept, and are going 
on an important business across the Swil y, the Foyle, and the 
Bann ; will you be so good as extend that accommodation to us 
that you have so often supplied to our common protector ? 

What, said the fisherman, do yoii mean God Almighty, or 
do you mean great Baldearg of Tyrcohnell ? 

You are right, said the bard, tife Almighty is certainly the 
common parent of us all, but does not require accommodation 
so much as Baldearg, 
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•And if he did, Said the other; t '^hc^uii ;gritit it aS^^^ 
and even in(n?e i!K>; for we coirid Hve IvHhout TyroontieHn a 
kind ^f way, but jiot itithout God^ [ It Wa$ but tbe iDth^r day 
my ehiUy ^injHng: to hid eldest son^ who' had ii^riy attained^ 
the.yeifff^ of iKiatthood, I say 'twas butthe other. day» God blebis 
us aad keep us from an iU hour, that lie took thfe Gurragh* 
and ^^i^t out to catch a score or two of glashens achree for the 
garldghs^f and as 1 was sayings d'ye see^osie, just as he got over 
the chaiuiel, one c^ them large a^s came swelliiag up, and 
striking her abaft, slie shipt so much w^ter that she > was just 

going down j but at that moment another struck her on the 
irboard, and capsized her like a salUbax. Thinks I to myself 
iti§ all up with yes, Phelimy ; for I was lucken*on at the whole 
racket from that big stone there. I grew blind with fear, and 
thought my head waa running round like ^ wheel ;rim; what 
would you haveof it, howsomever, when I opened my eyes the 
first th«ig I si^w. was the: lad lying right e^rxm ber keel Jake a 
sack upon an ass. Oh, Chierna:]: be praisedt grammachree!: 
And was not all this the doing of God Almighty himself, as- 
tofe-^sure Baldearg could do hathing for him bere, no nor Vet 
for himself, nat saying biit he wduld if he could, bless him ; hut 
to make a long story short, I gat the large bo^, and hurled him 
ashore in the cradkiiig of a walnut. 

They .asked . him had he no kind of milk for the children, 
seeing. that it M^ould be w nourishing fcH* them, who fed almost 
continually on fish. 

Arrah that's what tie have, gragalmachree, artd dwowl a bet- 
ter stripper than brawny in the barrantry ; that ii&, I mane * 
whi^n^^ she was a strippar. She i$ now in calf, and her time will 
be; in, for all the world, fourteen days after >new Candlemas^ 
ouldjiQrle^ jewel, I have it cut on the end oi my Shilela. 

I 1 «.^ • ; '■ ' • ■ ' ' ' • ■ ' ' ' •" • ' 

t ■-*'».- ■ ' ■ . • ■ • .>.*.., ,, ,> > . ■- ,> «s ._ -.". *'•> 
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ribs, ai^d QfPjax nearly after th^ maimer of a basket, and not m'uph. weiigjitier ;, pver.^ 
it tbey mw a iorsi^ 6r cow-bide, &,nd ii tecb a Vtss^rATitl jgd out'to the open sea, ' 
and I bave beard it affirmed, sometimes to Scotland. 

I Tbe boys, or growing l?oys. 

t Jesus be praised. " " ' 

£ 
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A nd pray, how do you feed her, said they ? ^ 

. Why, do yoo see that little scrag of a wood aver bye there 
in the hip of the hill : I let her ate in it to the middle of the 
day, aiKl then I drive her hotne, and cut her two or thre6 creels 
o£ the yagh or sai \ieed from the rocks, and on this be assori^! 
she will ml all the vessels in the Teigh * And moreover an* 
above I can tell yes that by spreading the yagh on a lee ridge, 
we can raise the finest and sweetest of soil, dear ; and by sovr- 
ing the sai sand over the ground, we halve good corn, but na^ 
matter for all these things, honey. 

His guests were delighted with his very clear and entertain- 
ing explanations, as well as his pious ideas regarding the over^ ■ 
niling care of Providence. 

• * 

Her^ said they, the sea, which would appear to us a great 
inconvenience, and still more an almost impassable barrier, 
affords to this solitary family and their domestics an inexhaus- 
tible stcMre of provisions. 

They told him that it was time now they should depart, and 
would be glad if he would be kind enough to leave them on 
the other side. Darkness had already covered the adjacent 
cliffs, and hid from their eyes the face of the deep; there was i 
also a strong gale blowing from the north-west. 

Their host entreated them to wait a little to the moon would 
rise, which would not be long, and then they could cross it both 
swifter and with more safety ; and perhaps the blessing of the 
clargy light down on yes^ you would play us two or three 
springs of puld times. 

Cathleen, lay hy that wheel with yere whirring and btrrinsr^ j 
I wonder ye's have not more manners before the jantlemei] 
claneup that house and put more oil in the lamp, sit bac 
Phelimy, you and Pat, and you, Barney. Choo Drake, go 
slaht agaddy. 

The dog sprung to one comer, and the children to another. 
The landlord threw his hat under a kind of bench, as if to give 
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lOKi res{)ect and attention to the performers, and satlooking^^ 
^temately as they toned and prepared their instru- 
Af ter having tou ched over several old melodies, they 
intesnced that sweetest of Irish airs which goes now by the 
iMffie^of the Cold Frosty Morning. This tune cannot be un- 
IM^im to any one that ever had the least taste for our national 
lobic^ - As they were accustomed to perform in concert, their 
0^eswere natural and well-timed, the sound of each vibrating 
h^^d dying away like distant echo. 

OTallon, this was the fisherman's name, sat sighing deeply, 

gg^tiine looking at the minstrels and another at Cathleen, who 

fif^ ,f itting rather with her side to them, holding her apron to 

^ eyes. Och on, och on ! exclaimed O' Fallon, but that brings 

^Wy mind the sweet ould times that will never return. Och 

ma chree na roon ochon ochon ! The poor man and his 

fe jvere melted down into tears by the fascinating power of 

|iarp, together with the soft and melancholy pathos of their 

ipnal music* 

goring the time of performance, Drake lay whining a 

l^aful kind of ditty, keeping time with the minstrels, but 

his pipe seemed to be the discordant notes of torture 

than anything else ; his actions, however, disturbed 

H^ion, his master, so powerfully, that he whipt off his 

ppf and flung it at him with go slaht and be damned agaddy. 

og seeing that he had misbehaved, made the best of his 

Ito the cavern, and exchanging the sound of Apollo's harp 

tfa^ of Triton's shell, laid himself down with a groan. 

p,0 Fallon, rising up and approaching the musicians, hold- 
one arm like a gun, and scrubbing the sleeve round 
e other hand, arrah mannam yes could you play me up 
|d Rinceadh fada, that I used to dance at the castle of 

tng answered in the afiirmative, he stood up before his 





is a pleasing sadness peculiar to the old slow music of Ireland, which 

r beyond all others; this caused a celebrated Italian musician to ex- 

^^earing some of our plaintive airs performed, " that it was a land of 
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.^,^]tthleen ^s^^igbtiir a pQpla^, and; jfoid^ing .b prin<^^ liaw, 

'; lian^^ )^ to t^ . OPP^^^^ *i^ ^^ *^ cabin, . The qbudrens 
,. ,eyes^wer^ glistening to see their father and mother in .such 
; tSpiritSy and as th^. harps struck up the humorous jig, he crossed 

io the other side of the house like a shadow^ and with one foot 
: before another thundered oif a few hard beaten steps of a horn- 
. pipe ; then with a birroo crossed the floor again, his light*heeled 
. partner passing through all the involutions and evolutions with 
^ equal agility; at the same time holding her apron extended 

with both her hands, as if she were guarding fowls into a bam 

door, 

'■ ■ . ' • . ' 

Then with his right hand on his haunch, the other vibratuii 
at his side like a pendulum, again to the left, and with a whisl 

: snapping his fingers as he passed his lady, he appeared. in the 
ground where he started. After heeling, toeing, wheeUng, 

. channeling, and frisking, the harps changed to a slow minuet ; 
upon which he immediately called for his hat, and stealing 
round the walls with his arm extended, bowing, kneeling, and 
bending with the utmost pliability of limbs, &c., traversed the 
extremities of the floor like an Irish king ; his m ily partner 
wafting round the walls like a shadow, and moving from his 
approaches y\ ith captivating shyness, kept her eye sliiy askance 
on her graceful paramour. The dance being ended, C^thleen 
prepared supper by broiling some fresh fish and toasting a 
couple of large oaten cakes baked of a kind of meal, called ji)y 
the Irish gredding,* The strangers praised the fare, and hav- 
ing washed it down v^ith a draught of Brawney's Bunnarammer, 
they devoutly on their knees returned thanks to him who stores 
the air, the sea, and the land, with provisions for his children. 
As they rose from their devotion, the broad moon had pro- 
truded her golden edge over the mountain of Ailagh, as if 
awaiting the solemnijsation of this happy supper. Och, my 
bannagh light on your purty face, said O Fallon^ as he turned 



* Gredding was xaeal ground in a kind of hand mill known by the namo of 
quems, the stones of which I have often seen dug up near the foundatiou of old 
dwellings. The grain got no other preparation than threshing, cleaning, and dijr- 
ing, often in a large pot. It was then ground down, husks and all, and being 
silted, produced a delicious bread. My father told me he has often eaten of it4 
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^put\(i in the flopr^ and saw her ascending like a fiery balloon 
afeovp the SwiUy ; my bannagh light on you over, again, say I, 
who has lit me over- the waves many a dripping dreary night, 
irushla. 

The boat was soon drawn up, and the strangers having taken 
a friendly leave of the family, embarked ; being accompanied 
by their host and his eldest son, as good and as fearless a sea. 
man as ever wielded an oar. They had proceeded a small dis- 
tance to sea when Captain OTallon recollected a line that he 
intended to east somewhere beyond the channel ; and resting 
a little on their oars, he put his finger into his mouth and gave 
three whistles^ This surprised the passengers very much, for 
they could not conceive what means his wife or family had of 
sending the article that he wanted : a considerable time after- 
tvards they perceived Drake's head rising on a large blue swell, 
and greatly exhausted, having to fight his road against both 

win^ and water. 

■• • ' • ■ « - 

Arrah kead miel a faltie to yes, my poor fellow, said he, what 

could 1 do without you ? then cutting off a piece of twine 

nearly, the same as that which he wanted, he put it into Drake's 

mouthy who bounding over the side of the boat, disappeared in 

a few minutes, the tide being somewhat in his favour, and with 

the line and hooks wrapped round his neck, soon appeared 

again. O'Fallon took him into the vessel, arid informed them 

that when his wife saw what Drake bore in his mouth, it would 

serve as a full interpretation. They gave him a piece of old 

sailcloth to lie on, and he became a nftn passenger* There was 

a smart breeze blowing up the gut, which rolled the waves of 

the great Atlantic in quick succession upon them, so that it 

appeared very diificult to encounter the passage. With the 

force of stout tugging, however, they brought her down the 

shore in shelter of a high promontory, until they got right be^ 

fore the wind, then hoisting a jury mast and spreading-^a small 

sail, they turned her head about. It is difficult in the gulf of 

S willy to manage a boat, chiefly if there is a strong breeze 



. * When the wind blows up the gut, it is ueccssarj- to gall agaqipt it, until the 
boat nearly reach the channel. 
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blo\%ing up the throaty the waves roll in such quick sucGessioRji 
and dont give her time to ascend them as in natural swells. 

Young O Fallon was at the helm, and the father seatmg' 
himself in the centre, and keeping the peak of a distant hill for 
his aim, kept the mast as a kind of medium, and bellowed di- 
rections to Phelim as she stemmed the sweeping current. Had 
he laid her side to the waves, one of them would have capsized 
her in a minute ; and had he laid her head to them, she would 
have cut the w ave, and must inevitably have perished ; but 
like a true seaman helming her a weather, he took them in a 
slanting direction, and rode them as tight as a cork. 

The captain — helm a lee — steady boy — helm a weather, and 
snuff her up against the breeze — mind the sand bank. 

The sky was shaded over with lowering clouds, which seemed 
passing across the moon in hurried confusion, and sinking be- 
times in the hollow between t\\o seas, the tops of the highest 
hills disappeared from their view ; again mounting the next, 
she skimmed it like a feather, and in this manner tney arrived 
at the farther shore. 

Any person acquainted with this ferry, will have no diffi- 
culty in comprehending O Fallon's method of steering through 
thj^se short seas, as they are called by mariners. - 

The two reverend strangers being landed, bid an affectionate 
:adieu to their benevolent host and his son, wishing them a safe^' 
# return, and directed'their nightly course toward the royal court 
^ of Ailagh, which now was mouldering to ruin. 

I have often, said Tuadhar, performed in that mansion, as- 
sisted by others of superior skill, when O Donnell with all his 
followers, and when Hydaire Oireaght, I mean 0!Dougherty 
with his, besides many others, were present; but even at this 
time royalty had long departed. Alas ! it brings tears to my 
ej'es to behold the naked walls and deserted chambers of Oill- 
eagh* na Riagh. That ample court is now become quite green 



* Ailagh, ^ortli-wcst of Londonderry, was in former times one of the three 
principal seatsNof ]ttoyalty in Ireland, i.e., Teamra or Tara, in Meath; Eamhain; 
and Oilleagh na Riagh, or Ailagh ; and here the king of Ossory was held prisoner 
Hot a Considerable length of time. 
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and covered m ith moss, where once the well-caparisoned fiery 
||g|i^borse champed the foaming bit, proudly besti^odeby daring 
Baldearg; or where the nervous hunter bbunding erect, and 
jiAmng the ground with his homy hoof, snorted for the chase ; 
iglifflle the deep-motlthed hounds coursing through the lofty 
4i^:#hat clothed the banks of sacred Foyle ; made hill and 
dWl#^ thicket and valley, ring to their cries. How many awin- 
tCl^iitoming have I mounted yonder turret, and stood amazed 
tijiee the dappled stag sweepirfg from hill to hill ; the deadly 
iMefe^ still hanging otl his' train with murderous cry ; while the 
i^t^ss^horse over bank, brake, and precipice, shot like a Par- 
tfaism arrow; and after leading his hundred foes some six miles 
"^a$e,^I have seen him plunge in the rapid Foyle, and glory- 
^^ shake his branching* antlers as he swam with the eobing 
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"•'BHs deer drank of a thousaud streams, a tliotisand rocks replied to the voice 
'Sfedogs." — Oss. 

i'j \ .-^ ■ ■ ' ^ ■ ' ■ 

':.0E^£iS here that wassail, mirth, arid revelry, passed the win- 
mfs night, when Erins congregated bards from sweet-toned 
rings made Oilleagh's spacious halls re-echo back the choral 
Jtaphony, " Now as I view thy shattered ruins pointing fo the 
moon their roofless heads, and stretching their dusky 
ows o'er the wild; how awful, how deathlike! What a 
I 'tis like the midnight grave, save when the howling 
tears from its long known bed a rolling mass, and rolls 
plip^dering down the glen. ' 

stones with heads of moss are tlierc : a stream with foaming course ; 
rolled around them is the dark red cloud of Loda ; high jfrom its top 
f<^cward a ghoeit, half formed of the shadowy smoke ; he poured his voice 
/amidst the roaring stream ; near hending beneath a blasted tree, two he- 
aved his vords, Swaran of lakes and Stamo foe of strangers ; on their dun 



fBltrly times the Irish were famous for stag-hunting. I have seen the ant- 

^ Moose deer dug out of marl pits eight or ten ^et under ground ; and 

white limestone rock in the mountain of Ballyness, county Derry, fifty 

ground, I've seen fragments of them raised in abundance. The antlers 

> with the skull quite fresh, were raised beyond Drogheda by a peasant, 

j^^^ turned^ a little black, and when resting 111 the skull, the horns 

a tall man's head* This iudividual was my author. The Irish chief- 

tisually buried with a bow, arrows, and horn of a deer by his side. 
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shields thoy darkly leaned, their spears are forward through nighjt ; fUri^ ^JW? - v 
the Iblast of darkness in 5tamo*a floating beard."^ — Oss. "" l/'l- 



J -J. 



To heighten these midnight reflections, sis they istood amotiji" 
the ruins, through the apertures of which the watery fbeams of ^ 
the moon were shining, he touched in melancholy strainVth6 ^ 
fall of the Milesians, an old melody composed by the sweet-* 
voiced Malobruthian ; and raising aloft their harps, they left 
to the silence and stillness of the night this timre-worn edifice, ; 
watering thdr path with tears. The moon by this time was 
encircled in a large ring, the stars were seen shooting along the 
sky and dipping to the horizon, and a short surly blast would 
sometimes force through the trees, warning them that a change 
was about to take place. They were now approaching Daire* 
Calgac, which stood on the acclivity of a little hill ; as far a$ 
the eye could reach on either side, it was surrounded by a fo- 
rest of tall oaks,f the horizontal branches of which were ex- 
tended over the waters of the Foyle, and three large ones at 
the northern quay, served as a safe anchorage for vessels. 
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^ Daire Ca^c, the ancient name of Londonderry, which signifles the oaks of ^ r| 
Calgac, or the territory of oaks pertaining to Calgac. From Daire, an oak, the a! 
O'Dougherties of Innishown took their name. Daire, an oak, and oireagh, a pro- \ 
pcrty or territory, i.e. the diieftaias of the oaks. It was not until after the eolo--' '^^ 
nizing of the forfeited lands that it received the appellation of Loaidon prefixed to * .'/ 
it; and the place properly claiming the name Derry, is tilie immediate spot on -'-^ 
which his Lordship the Right Rev. William Knox's garden stands. Ireland un- 
doubtedly in days of yore was the genuine country of the oak, as we have in my 
own acquaintance all these towns called by the oaks — ^Derry Ard, Deny lane, ., 
Derry big, Deny more, little Deny, per na flaw, Deny arken, Deny ork. / So j 
abimdant was the oak timber in bur island in former times, that it was exported. f„ 
to the Continent for shipbuilding and many other; purposes ; and we have gooj, .!j 
testimony that "Westminster Abbey is at this day roofed with oiir Irish glen wood ' 
oak. How many of the finest buildings in our country have been pulled down for 
the sake of that precious timber. Its duration, when kept free from water, can- 
not properly be ascertained by any person that ever I talked to. I have known , 
weavers lately, when it became scarce, give at the rate of fivepence per pound tpi * 
it in order to make what th6y call under balls for looms, on account of its solidity 1 
for drimg home the woof. - The gkn woods Of copies where th6 best 6ak tvas/ 3 
produced, lay in. th0 soutlirfeaetem pirts of the county Deny ; from Maghera to /. 
beyond Bellaghy aird IJEaglterafelt, and neai* Pesertmartin, grew the so much celeT ^ ,] 
brated i^yal oak d^imtiaw*a prt^e^e by ^oine of the G^ . ' : 

t From €n\gSLC^p(Mhif^&^ tcAgah^i laiM&p^ cim^^ ^ ' '' 1 
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e^ to t*ie liotii? o^^irtinis, itthefir they mete ^wofceAjyttlte? 
iP^^ bell, ^id after |>raj^ers m dovmfi to a edmfortfctotef 

ey were fatigued with the difficulties and various oasfi^fri 
of last night, and therefore did not commence their journey 
il^day was pi^tty far «dvan<;ed- ' -^ -^ I ^ ,>i ilfh I 

It^ha^atmosphere now became darkened, and it snowed heavily 

* ""* Ig-feh© reraainiog part of the day ; boweverj they could nob 

mi^&i on to stay that nighty notwithsi<iandingitn*ih soli- 

tion on the part of the Dominicans, i They insisted that 

re was no cabin whatever would deny shelter to a Avander- 

^Vbaro^that they had accustomed themselves to travel iii 

t^ Season, and above all, that the business ^n which they 

ppre required the utmost despatch, and therefore they could 

Dphie country was mostly overgrown with wobd, tho roads 

'^^ f#W, and such as they had no better than turf or bridl^ 

"suiy A bridle road was such as coidd only be passed by men 

r^eb^ck, and not admitting any kind of car or carriage, 

^^r£a*pad was such as is still used in bringing fuel or turf 

ll if opi.the^^iountains, there bei^ only {^single rut, and 

y^ii^lly very unequal ; sq that t eir journey, as it had been 

^rqofr day, could not be miyiy^^m^ v r > ; - ^i 
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f^w^re accompanied by^ of the brotherhood as faj* 

etiver side, where they coul4 not; see the farther bank fojr 
Igll't, 9f snow that was failing arpuiigti)^ ajso the 

^ of the cloiids which, collected injto piie upiyerisal glooixi* 
Overihp oyer their heads like W flai:t; ^hoby , and ^xad 
;^ their external garments as white as tjieir floAtlng 
l"^;Fro^ ferrybk?^t }tbey iijrned down'tU^ 

V side of the river, and each >vith Jiisihstru^ 
b STOulder, his hands in a large sicih rriuff, and dressed 
Lfl|iqu<^ costume, passed along the^ way discoursing' of 
IHryTi^.^yents, among whidfe thegr did not forget the |ia/t- 
^^Q'Falon's cabin jT the ^igacitjrxjfhis^og, and chiefly 

F 



pv., i-i .. 
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what power of body and limbs he manoeuvred before^ 

they could perceive the rq^4^p;f??®H W^-^^^^ 
them again. 

^t tihi^fe^Said ]!«^biaii^^ m tiiiW appi-baching Oii^i 
Q^jdihdtt; <* rile co^ amot^g theni; 

thb sjiacl^ of irwdye^ars, and kno\y them to be a great and^oWes^s 
ftit^etrt: t th^ and thefONeilli are '6f thfe fe^me stbck; arid 1iii(^ J 



thi^0*fiohrtails:mv^ you ever heard (^ Toal 0*Cafen;;l 

r:]( Jiaye seen somi^of ))is compo^^ and heard m^ny aicvB!!^ 

dotes respecting him ; was he not a facetious witty fellow, ao.4b 
something fond of the bottle, said the other? 

I have been so ipfoi:med, said h^^ but believe few since! oc 
befor^^ his time' could equal his performance ; and I can jal^ 
assure you that he was of this very famjl^^^ many times have 
jheard his name mentioned !by them with sighs, as they said wii^ 
him theii* history and long line of genealogy had died, He wa|^ 
born to ia/ princely fortune, but being of a wandering disposw 
tion, he left his lands and inheritance ^mong his friends, an^ 
took up his residence at Tara. 'Twas he composed that air 
called •^,Th^o*^thegr^en^y^^ I believe wos a 

^bd,pf (nfime^fp^ 4nf}e!?d there vjrere; few, 

yallies of an V b^ajq^ i|i pur island that he did ndtf 




found a fragpient 9f ap :glfj $ong cqippos^d by him in our g^ 
nu)ine tongu^; eye^ s|^^ipi^ ^nded with Finvqla, ttv? 

geip^^ 6^ noer^ ij; .vras .0% itbe ^njk^jpf ths romantic stream . 
thai; T^ liis birtih^ y^j^here J have often mifigl^J 

tiie ^soijnd, 5^ waters, .^ 

tibly on, until they began to think they had lost the main road, 
nor could they know on which hand it lay. As dusky night 
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f ^almost assumed 'fi6FfuII!^i6<^«^gnty over the wbiten^ 
bro^n yroods and hills smoothed with snow so, bewildered 

ea i'ki^-of ^Mii^fee'«HJi 




pQlt)ii]0W(1k^io)di As«id> ilKliilltf ttthan<>it)^^^ 




(Staff about three or four feet in leri^H ; the ifoftismiTcHlifee 




^g their long bare legs high Mtit'bf the 6tirrent,fet they 

ild disturb the fish. At length the leester bearer made a 
rii&,feii^^;l^;ui^;i^i;^ia^/^j^^^fti^ «I^rung fbr- 



4^. 



lo hmi 
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m same ^me before NpvemDcr ine salnxon, wishing .td- deposit their 9pawn, 
f^sa^^iij^&ii^lSa^^'^W stoainVtis<^^(it!i6*a to th^ Yeiy 

tiA*^t?^n9#ii)^feiii ttf ib&Elipthterelthi^ tftu&j^t ^dMd iBdorcdy covert the 
grv^iitb%»jW^ hi^^%r^euf^T(^^[^t' biplJpiifLQ^ fiffl^fe^hey. 06906,8 .for 

on Dv inpYing off their meeting, ana in fms iSian^iei* xnfey form tvhdt is 

6&X^(#tH6^|.^rpos^^t8m|>T:H^ 
j^mtfii/dgi^liA^MA biBi% 4^a|rtxyk6d'tl^^tdt't]|'totch^^ 
t^ftjrefgl jt^ mb^ j^t^^pi^jo^Jke^^^oi^^ig^^ ^^d%^t1[le^1p^ of tpw, 

lian- 




\inom^ruK 



^ ^s 



'^ "^J-^I &•;.;;■; fi? ^V^{>/?J' 
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pf the J' Tjjh, backward- thev took^.tlie str^d, which con^&ted 



W.%iliKntt?^fiato/^h'ff 



i'a^ci^trofl. ^'Tfieli|ht^ki:^ fit$t neariy sti 
blind ; 'Tmf 'wh^nVa'littfe i^cbvertfl,- tWeysaWlh^riSelvcsstand- 

tifig ifi fi ft»^^ i# -bojly, Jiw^d, al^i ,q4i,, and mountain- ash ; 

"t^Jirunksief ti^ jpajj ^^re'ftowi^d rou^d- with ivy, the leaves «f 
which with the h^^iy'l^^ri^ 'fpaikling in the light, made this 
place appear rather like a fairy scene. The higher trees were 
all f^tTiet'ed^ver'srith shtfW, tvHieli not a breath of wind agi- 
tated^ dud to crown all' the parts of this grand panorama, a 
large' blackbird Vbirred out of a holly "biish at thfeir feet, and 

■ shortly after 'a partridge, ^ ; ' ■ ' 

' Kow coiild tlie piece have been well sketched, with the two 
reverend figiires half ' seen among thie trees, their beards of snow 
hanging to their girdles, I must think it would have been 
grand; of this I am certain that had the fishermen seen them. 
It might have spoiled their sport. 

In early times the existence of supernatural beings as ghosts 
and fairies, was almost universally believed through Ire.and ; 
the latter genii they considered not an unftiendlyltind of spi- 
rit, and that chiefly where they were well attended to; but 
should they he offended by any kind of neglect, or by the cut- 
ting down any of their favoitrite haunts, as scroggs, i,e. shri- 
velTed low bushes, low bended hawthors, called by the Irish 
skeaghs. and often standing alone in ti led or pasture fields, or 
even pouring out the water in which the family's feet Were 
washed, this was an unpardonable offence, as the gentry say 
they might call and require the like. Should any of the above 
insults or neglects be committed, tlie delinquent was certainly 
punished by the death of some of his cow cattle, or even his 
only cow, if he had no more, often the death of one of the fa- 
mily, a broken leg OTarrp. and isometinpes the pul.ing down of 
his whole house. Of tlwse things he was commonly warned 
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^ [|^d| tfe#^h?6efiea thelt* ctoui^ to^firil %e stack that di- 

..T_ f._^ fo@tob*im It Wia# dothe^ with a thick fc|est nearly 
P- aisi ^ ¥?6»^ alisd^ the ^poilte Mli There ^ere sottte 
,Mtle openings along the stream uhieh separated tho^ two 
lKW?^|Wf4an4 W^by,*h?ir Rightly friend, pale Luna, they 
^ff^^^^^M^^^ isome fear regarding wolves, an 

j^ijuft Wh^cfit'^^^ wilds of Ireland fornierly aTOunded, and 
^1 which, Tliave been informed, v a$ kiifed in the Wick- 
i»^^)angi|Untai^)^^^^n thirty years back. The place which the 
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Jhliiir^PP^f^^^j^^^^^^/^^!^ Juries themselves cousider harsh va^ uisulting; they 

^^^ |ii#<mraiti^K, he called the gentry, the <maHty, or the strwigers ; and few of 

'id^CT oi^iS* air this day w^ venture to cS|t ^em hythe ahove disrespectM 

l0,^ifna^tiing that they are alwayd at thebf 3l)oV. Many a happy evening I 

rittea; ai^ m&ny I do sit, Hstening to legendlc^ this kind; hut ^ould I seem 

i^eredulous, I would not he fayoured by a single rehearsal. I say I am 

li^^afinff suph recitals, because they convey to my mind the simplicity and 

brf 6f our^ kncfestdrs, and indeed the effect of it is evident on the present 

\ka^ ^ ' Bi ' a wi^r evening' to enter a hjeso^s house, and see a group of 

jii^d^Qld e(dcirdii^; a large turf £]T>^^^ em|^oyed inhi9 orher respective 

j^femalea commqnly spinning,. and the sj^ooy going; round of fairies, 

^scix)^^, ^lens/^entle bushes, s^ haunted caslto, I must confess that to 
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is xdote'lmierWmn^ than i&e oar^ions of .Pemostheues or Cicero. A place 
se jgenii ^ called a genile plac^ and. no emolument could induce 
either to l^d on or till that spot, Whirlwind is always fiill of them, and 
,^thid'be8t'pi^esttrvi^ve is to 6aiBt a handM of ea^ iilio it, and call out 
timg^ffWe^l may ye gangy and w^l may yebide, jjnd ai yQur heels 
a fair wind and a round sea to you, and always your h^6^ to us. If this 
o,- the pocket knife is to be opened, and h.eld opposite danger. A withe 
^^wisted of the mountain ash or rowan tree, is the best specific in preserving 
h^^is^oaUedabad^^^or fheblii^of an iU eye^ 1!ha mould of nine 
<m a i^ver sixj^nce^ is a comglete cure for elf-shootiUjAi to go throi^h 
(tf -yiin that is unbl^a<died, is almost immediate de^^uation, and the 
of avoiduig^ the evil is to return, the way you ^sarne. If a cock crow in 
t]iiie,itiSjvery important to kiM>W:What^ head is, as also if one 

ibe,4ot a^d theofter cold. Tothrpur out thesw^piugs <m new-year's- 
will be no luck in that house to that day twelvemoftth* To, be crossed 
/idx^ineeta b(u*cfooted female first in the mornings, is a 8Ure omen of bad 

'day^ir:.;-!:.'^-,-- -- U: t'.;.::r ^' ■.■;., • .■-. '■] ' ■ , - :. 
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liiinstrels were approadiirig w^^ perhitpi^ a$ pleasantly situated 
aoi^ a& beautifully wild as any they haa n^et with. In the suni- 
iirier season Knodkanbaah i^ covered With ';^ih;jile 
Mild thyme, the fragrance of ^hich is per<^]|^t>le atf a tSbhsid 
rable dist^ince, and t^e bii tter that is miE^de on tljis soil has a 
peculiar sweetness!- I have also collected wild stria wbcmes^^^^ 
^l,, fiijiid jf y ou set your foot on a bush of chamoiiiil^ whtcfa also 
grpiiys sporiianeou$ly h^re, it will salute ypti with the $j^eete|ft 

^fragmnce/v ..:' •/ . "\^ ^''^■- ' v; - ^v'';:."- 1^^;-;/::..;!. 

-j^^oward the nbrthis a li^e quarry, supposed to be the wMteatt 
ini Inland; a^ farther to the east is n quarty of soft Ucn^ltl^t 
liiigbt almost be used for cement ; below are two large Ispoiiigs 
who* currents united would almost turn a mill. In a>frosty 
ttjcrfning after the sun is arisen, these fountains send up aai 
4i^[)orati6n like the * steam of ^ a futnacei But Mib> finisfaitig 
pieci^ ii the reijciainsof a semicircu.la|- building on the foi|VWhiJBh 
some suppose to have been a druidical temple. Magilligan 
mountain, oftener called Benn Evenney, from Evenney 
O'CahaUj that Was formerly carried off by fairies, eoncerning 
Whom many stories are told; Benn Evenney, I say, is pi^duc- 
iive of neiarly all the natural beauties to be seen on the bther: 
and besides these, hasa most abrupt termination next tbcJ^fe^^ 
some hundred yards of a perpendicular height, commanding a 
grand view of the Foyle" from its corifluence with the Atlantic 
nearly to the liberties pf Londonderry. Below you^^^^^^a^^^^ 
low lands of Magilligan, abounding in rabbit' warr^ns^wash^^ 
on the west by the Foylej and on the south by tbeJRoe. ' < 

V '■ t ■ ■■ • .-'..'. '..■•' V' '. " '" ■ , >• ., \ " ; . . "' - , ' t - . - . ..,•.*.' - . • . .' ■■ ■ " ■■ 'r, ■'•■ ■ -1 ,■.-...-■ 

i i As they ^ssed along the valley i that rdivides these twoJiiWs, 
ftbt without Some dread of the wbl^s* that wei?e smd to- fte- 
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<!etotHes, nsoirtalenOTues tathe 6he^^ 




''^r^-dnVen bff%Jr the for(^ of -iifexi and dogs? >Ili^ilie -nldliiitainiJusi^^aaHis'O^ 
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l|rdmaft TO^ tr^% %viey knew it must 

IhaV specjpl^^ at ease ija 

gf^wila j^^^ stretched their step a little, as the 

11^;^ 3^^ ^iV)i^gh to see what the being 

';^e |po\y wasi over, ihe sky serene, .^^nd the moon sail- 
'' ^ iipleiidour above the whitened woods ; on one hand 
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Je^^^l^^r^l«roQld^^oi^^^J^ the country was 

(plcesf^ajiii quiet, then issuing forth on their weak and defenceless prey, they gc- 
Ijl^^y commenced the carnage. There was a species of 'dog for the purpose of 
them, called the wolf dog ; the figure of this animal was somewhat like a 
Br-teiett greyhound, hut much stronger, with large ears and erect head and 
d^(Bi ih¥cotii;ty above-named, there was a large plat of ground inclosed with 
" [il|oi|Q T5:a]J,shaying.^a gap.at each of the two opposite, extremities, and in 
uiclQsed the sh$^ep of the surrounding inhabitants for better security ; but 
^ fold was entered, and the havock continued. The proprietors having 
fWrtii$ noted wolf hunter, llory'Carragh, I believe a native of a small Village 
k^veh, sent for him, and offered the usual reward, with some addition, 
>^^ tipdeitake to destroy the two remaining wolves" that had committed so 
rf fwt^tion. ^ Carragh taking two of those courageous animals with him, and 
t only twelve years of age, the only person he could get to accompany 
red to flie fold as it approached the hour of midnight. " !N'ow," said he 
l-J'ias^tiiietwoilirolves will enter the opposite extremities at the siCnie 
^v[ j9^t le£^ve ypu and the dog to guard the one, while I go to the other, 
with all the cautipn of a cat, nor will you hear him, but the dog will, 
itiveiy will give him the first fait; if therefore you are not active when ho 
^If^iltiE^'lfis^ neck to the ground with this spear, he will rise and kill both 
i|itd?dog,'SQ gt^od night." "1*11 do what I can," said the^toy, and immc* 
tTf|fi§.tlio gate open, took Jiis seat in the inner part clqscilo tiio entrancr^ 
companion couching at his side, and beiag perfectly aware of the dan- 
J8S hQ was about to encounter. The night was dark and somewhat 
it he being benumbed Vith the cold, was beginning to fall into a kind 
§|»»:|: he was slumbering on a dangerous precipice, for at that instant 
g.|qi(^ leaped' across him, and laid his mortal, enemy fiat to the.earth. 
rpiised into double activity by the voice of his companion, and drove 
^i|iroiigh the wolfs neck as directed, at which time Carragh appeared 
^ head of the other. %l^ 
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appeared the old cemetery of Drumnchdsey its fretted walla i|^ 
vered grev mth the pale ligh^ and hanging over its sleepipigt 
charge^ liKe some hoary sentinel, iv|ipse furrowed brow h^9ur|i|^'; 
the m^ks of fifteen long campaigns, bad caught thfi gleam ipii 
a neighbouring lamp, as he leaned on his musket; while fronnfi 
the summit of Knockanbaan the old Druid teinple cast 4^ 
giant shade across the wood, the stream, and the vale, frowning, 
upon all — I say, just mhen they had got so far as I have meild 
tioned, they perceived it vnm a man carrying a bundle of feg^i 
gots which he had been cutting for the fire. In his right h§n4' 
he bore an axe, and with the other secured his load as he tru4giB4, 
in silence before them* I'he minstrels seeing him loaded willjt^ 
fuel, and also carrying his axe, knew he Inust be returning^ 
homeward to bis hut, whatever sort it was or wherever it might 
be, and also doubted not of his hospitality to them for one 
night, knowing they could make themselves comfortable with, 
a good fire and the store of his cabin, be it ever so mean, d , 
the fire they had no reason to doubt, from what they saw, and 
as to the other necessaries of life, it was evident that flesh, fiSh, 
and fowl in variety were here in abundance. 

The man, whom we are to suppose meditating on nought bu|t 
witches, fairies, and Will* of the wisps, on being asked how i^jr 
he travelled, flung his burden on the ground, until it almost 
rolled into the water, crossed himself with the quickness pf 
lightning!*, and muttering a short ejaculation, cast a handful, of 
snow in their faces. This only drew laughter from the str?mr f 
gers ; but he well knowing that laughter was a practice pecti- 3 
liar to the fairies, grew worse ; at that moment recollecting tha€ 
iron was a repeller of demons, he held up the edge of the a^ 
toward them, and retreating, kept his eye firmly fixed on theP9, 
and exclaiming, " a fair wind and a round sea to you, and al^ 
ways your heels to us." As Malbruthan advanced to uhdeeeivci 
him, he ^^e a spring backward, and corhing in contact wijfi 
the bundle of fajfgots, went heels over head into the water. 
Imagining that all this' was theeffect of enchantment, and see* 



. ^ This is a deceitful kind of spirit, that is ^ways seen witk a hUnking dim toi^ ; 
"^^ "Miness being to lead people astray who are travelling by nighl^^^' to^ doeoy ^ 
them^Q pij;g an(j quagmires : he is much dreaded. | 
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rtll^tvophahtotxls rush after him in ordfer, asf he rtiiagined, 
MmjpB^th(mght lie was on thereto 

|ati^ or wbipt Into the air ; and i*6Hirig oh his one side out 
farther. bank, for he ha^^j^ot time to rise, he burst through 
iiii^et and was heard crushing, cracking, and breaking, for 

ftisiderable distance up the stream. He was followed by 
ei laughter from the travellers, which only added wings 
^Spet; and to complete his catastrophe, they both struck 
uir harps and performed one o£ their merriest springs 
they departed. ^ 

gentry are amazingly fond of music, as harps, fiddles, 
ilid the like ; and have often been seen holding their rii- 
ia|ices un^er th^ greenwood tree, and the place orilliantly 
if riated by a number of tapers. 

'''■['''.'■ '' -• ' ' 1 '■ ■' ' ^l I • ' ' : :^ l " i '"^ ' ■. : . • 

(e pottage to which the w:ood-cutter belonged, was much 

Rented in the winter evenings by the neighbouring youth 

|th sexes ; as it was seated in a pleasant place, with abun* 

fuel, and the host himself altho' a little credulous, and 

:hlng timorous on occasions, not averse to rustic merriment, 

jven fond of fairy legends, but scarcely ever could he trust 

"^ to walk alone by night. The family with their evening 

were engaged in the above recitals, just as he enteral 

lUgvbia burden, bis; hair all on end, and prodigy bursting 

[^iis two; ey^, , The lesson uas perfectly read by them all 

c^l& spQJk:e ; but when he painted the two gh^tly figures 

iired to him in the wood, how when he attempted to 

between himself and them, the foremost with a blast 

"bis mouth, whiffed hioi over the bank of the river, as if 

bfen a feather, and Immediately both apparitions took 

W^Sew right forward to light on the top of me, said he, 

'f^ood luck I rolled across the stream, and here they were 

^d of their tether, not having power to follow a human 

pi^f^r a running stream. 

ifmi an xM woman sitting in the corner, did yes throw 
dfuk of dust in their face, spit over your left shoulder, 
a circle ri>und you three times. 
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Musba you*re talking nansense now, so your are, said he, for 
if my hand had not gane like the crack of a whip, I could not 
have crassed myself m time, for they flew at me like bull-dogs. 

Here was a general cessation from business, and one gazed on 
another with horror. 

And then said Knogher, (Knogher O'Brady was the good 
man's name,) and then, said he, when I did get out of their 
clutches, such gafaaing and laug^ing^ i/vith pipes, fiddles^ and all 
and all kinds of musick. 

You're right enough, said an old man out of the comer on 
the other side of the fire, its sartainly the gentry ; they have 
been in Scotland these three years, and I find they're returned ; 
but they're dacent, ^uite, harmles jantlemen and ladies all of 
them, said he, winkmg to those aoout the fire, as much as to 
say they were listenii^ to him. But, said he, in a low breath, 
and reaching forward his head, where did you cut the brosney. 

At the root of the Quid Skeagb. 

Aw, Marra fastie, cried he, bad luck to the gentler place in 
all the glen. 

The old woman sat rocking off one side on another, with in- 
ward groans, and at the same time watching the door closely. 

The two benighted travellers had no other way of finding 
out the dwelling of Knogher, than by squeezing through all 
the thickets, jungles and brakes through which he passed, and 
arriving at the door during this colloquy, the windows were 
beaming with the red flame of timber, so that the reflection 
shot far in among the trees, whose broad canopies were closely 
interwoven together, and all loaded with snow ; tied to two 
large hollies, lay a couple of sleek niilk cows chewing their 
cqds, and near to them stood a small rick of hay, with a brown 
dog lying at the end of it. All the domestics were enjoying 
the Hght of the cottage windows, and no doubt were well 
pleased with it as well as the homely voice of the family. They 
^ain touched the wires, but rather to a solemn strain, when 
that instant they beard the knocking of stools, chairs^ pots, 
and pans out of the way, and every one endeavouring to get 
as near the wall as possible. 
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As they entered, all the voices like one saluted them, you're 
■ welodme quidity, you're welcome gentry, come up strangers 
and take a glaze of the fire this cold night. 

5Kie family were engaged by this time knitting, spinning, 
, and making baskets, and not seeming in the least concerned. 
However, they could discover a piece of iron near to each 
ix|£yidual, and an old woman that sat close to the fire, on what 
lis the Scottish tongue is called the hab, scourged three hand« 
fills of salt over all their heads, muttering at the same time 
Bome incomprehensible cronan, then down on her seat, slipping 
the end of the tongs into the fire, and began to spin on a rock 
«Dd spindle,* keeping the tail of her eye glancing betimes over 
at the strangers, and asking in a loud unconcerned manner if 
'^ey had travelled far to night, and then eyeing the rest of the 
J^iimly slily ; having the rock stuck in her belt, and pulling 
iiut the flax a considerable length, she would make the spindle 
ilfirl round between her hands, and thus she went on, but still 
watching the other side of the fire with a hawk*s eye, and 
taping up the conversation with them as if she was not the 
l^t afraid. At length seeing that all her incantations were 
I© no purpose, and that the gentry had no appearance of 

fher, she slipt carefully from her seat, as if not wishingj^^.^ 
ould perceive her, and taking three nails out of a horseW^' 
mpi^ three elf-shot stones, a handful of salt, and a branch of 
n tree, she put them into a little pot, and boiled all on the 
eflfectually, nodding at the same time to the family with 
irtance, as much as to say, keep your minds to yourselves ; 
^ahe had not the least doubt out this would send them 
out of the chimney, or through the keyhole, in a flash 
She had kept conversing with them in the most 
e manner, as she went back and forward about this exor- 
until she thought it was boiled enough, letting it cool 
ntly, and skimming the top off^, so that she might have 
ngest part of the decoction, then holding it in her one 
and drawing a circle round her with the other, she 





xbok and spindle was the former manner of spinning in Ireland, and in 
countries ; it is generally practised in Portugal at this present day, and 
the streets, as females would practise loiitting. 



5i' Itf'D^^NELli, AND THE 

heaved all in their faces; but to h?r uttep astonishment itad 
cbnfusion, all remained as formeirly. 

Oeh, didn*t I try all these. things, already, said Knogher, apd 
bad luck to the morsel of good it did more ths^i I had thrown 
a handful of ashes at them ! 

r r 

' . - - . J 

The travellers at length wiping their faces, assured the family 
if they supposed them to be supernatural beings, that they 
really were not, but human creiy^ures, flesh and blood such as 
themselves ; they also explained their meeting with the good 
man in the wood, and how h^ mistook them Tor what he sup? 
posed to be fairies. 

. At this declaration t)ie faces around the fire all brightened 
up, and drawing pearer to them, asked t^eir occupation, their 
destination, and in short opened their itor«, their hqspitabl^ 
board, and even their )iearts to them. The cottage was hung 
round with beef, mutton, and Yenisorr, with a store of driea' 
salmon and white fish. AU the produce of the neighbouring^ 
woods and waters. 

The travellers asked them were there any such things as 
fairies in these districts, of which they seemed so much airaid. 

Is that all yo\i know, said the old woman ? Hav^ yes npt 
heard of Evenney, in the rock, who is through the glens every 
night, with the quality galloping on great black horses, form- 
ed out of benweeds ? Sometimes he is seen standing on the 
hanging walls of Knockanbaan ould castle, sometimes On the 
ould church, aver bye there, and at others sweeping aver our 
heads like wild geese, and gepgling and laughing at us. 

And pray who is Evenney ? 

Why, he is of the family of the O'Cahans, ^ 
near friend of our own ; he was full brother to my 
great grandmother, and he was taken away when l\e was a 
young man, and always has a youny: appearance, bless you. 141 
tell you a story about him which I have from my mother, rest 
her soul. 

** There was a poor woman in ould times, as it might be, 
that had to luck Jor her bit through the world, dear^ and more- 
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<^^itban that» she had six small childer, and the youngest of 
1^^ a elarenagh hiishla maohree. Arrah, I forgot to tell ye$ 
^li^her own name was O'Cahan, or O-Kane, of the ould stock, 
tpgt'fiuld breed, the very same as Granie Roe O'Kane of Ben- 
braddagth, the banshee, musha. Well, what would you have 
fit, she was lucken for her bif:, as I was telling yes just now 
1^ avillish, and coming into §, house in the bottom of 
.|a^lligan, in a could frasty niarnen, with her five -stapving 
l^ts at her feet, and the elarenagh on her bacl(. 
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jlrrah, good marrow marnen to yes, says she, and the lui^lf: 
aiid the blessing be in your store, will you help the poor woman ? 
•id dwowl a gleed was on the hearth more than on nrty noi^. 

*-■■■■'■ :■ • - 

j^'^Musha is it help you, ye lazy rullian ye,and yoqr scj-oodery 
l|(0Wzy childer, said a great bigstokagh that was; sifting mail ; 
luck to tl^e bit r\oT sup shall enter yQui" wizzen ini thii$ 

^owaneyer, sir, she goes her ways to another house beyand 
re, andi going her ways, as she entered the door, Maney^ 
Lwit, says she, Maney t Deawit fein, says the other ; go nee^ 
btinna* .Well, to make a long story sl)ort, they were sit? 
f jdown to their breakfast ; much good n^ay do yes, says she : 
ok you,, says the other, and gave her and her six garlaghs 
m^ch breakfast as the CQuld swallow ; howanever, sir, she 
^^^d on till near night, as I ,was spying, and a§ she wa^ 
len for ladging, she thought she would call in the first house 
te what they were about jivournien ; and the puld carline 
to her, will you sup a r^oggin of brath, poor wonqan ? The 
^Oip^an's n^me was Bridget. 

Och, I believe nat, says she, for I'm somehow or other all 
pighother, sayipg your presence ; but the blessing of the 
bp about ye, will ye give me the shiltpr pf yoiir house 
ght. 

yOhf dwowl a shilter nor shilter, faugl^shin,[| in the cracking 
Jiut, ar ni trpw yes on the dunghill; in she com^s that, 
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Uess you. f God bless yourself; % Come up ta the fire^ || I^eare that^ 
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instant, nar a ladging she could get high nor low. She thought 
she would go up the mountain a bit where one Barny Rooney 
lived, an oulderonie of hers, and may be she would get ladginj 
there ; so she travelled on and on till night came aver her, an( 
dwowl a bit of Barny 's she could make out. 

" Howsoraever, sir, she came near the top of the mountain, 
and saw a great light at some distance, and coming up to the 
light, what was this but Evenny's castle. 

** Arrah ! kead miel a faultie, Bridget, come up and take a 

glaze of the fire ; there, d'ye see me, there was quality of all 
escriptions dressed in green; dancing, fiddling, piping, and 
keeping all the noise in the world : he brings herself up till a 
fine room with all the childer, and placed them beside a good 
fire ; in a short time, two men came to the castle, leading a 
branded cow all sparks and bogs ; they knocked her down, and 
in a few minutes had fresh griskens on the coals for her and the 
garlaghs : she got warm water to wash her feet, and a good 
feather bed ; now says he to her, you were in such a place the 
night, looking far ladging, but did not get it ; did they affer 
you any brath ? yes. Did you sup them ? no. It was good 
far yes, this is the cow that they thought they had killed ; but 
here is a horn, take it with you, and look tomarrow what you 
may see, so a good night's rest to you, 

" She and the childer went to bed astore, and slept soundly to 
breakfast time ; but when she wakened, lo behould you, they 
were lying behind a stone ditch ; well she put her hand into her 
mail-bag to see if she had the horn, and indeed she had it ; well, 
hap well, rap well, says she to herself. 111 go down and call in 
the house, so what would yes have of it, off she comes, and just 
when she qame in, the brath was boiling. 

•* Arrah, says the ould woman to her, and a sour ould carlien 
she was, arrah, says she, are you here the day again ? Did yes 
Jie out last night. 

'**Musha no then, says she, and with that putting the horn to 
her eye, she saw in the pat the grey head of an ould man, and 
the tongue walloping out at the one side of his mouth, and 
along th^ ribs she saw his legs, thighs and arms hanging like a 
gallagher of barrings. 
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** Out she comes, for she was frightened, and settled in a little 
boghag down by there, and always had plenty while she kept 
ihe horn. She was sitting spinning one clear moonlight night, 
^ ail the world such a night as this, save us, barring there was 
no snow. She had put all the childer to bed on a wisp at the 
fire-side, and was sitting spinning alone, as it might be. There 
was a kiixjl of road past the door, and lucken out, she thought 
she heard a great soughing coming along the way ; at last on 
she runs, and there does she see the whole road as far as she 
GOjLild see, covered with an army of soldiers marching to the 
music of a pair of bagpipes ; a little ould man sat above them 
m the air, as if he was flying, and played to them. But who 
lid you think was at the head of them ? who but her friend 
Evenney. li 

** Arrah musha kead miel a faultie, Evenney, said she. 

ff damnation to you for an ould harridan, said he, why did you 

sjpeak to me ? I was going to fight the fairies of Scatland, and if 

we had gained the victory there would have been seven years 

>]^eiity ; but now there will be seven years dearth, and a Mara- 

^l^istie on yes. Have you that horn about yes that I gave to 

fJpfSpjou ould traitor go shlat, musha bad luck to the ill-looking 

brei^ of yes ? and with that he snapped the horn out of her 

band, and putting it to his mouth, with one puff blew out both 

3&er-eyes, and left only two red: holes in the place where they 

He and his men that instant took wing, the piper 

laying at the same time, and went soughing over her head 
m again to the tip top of Bennevenney, where he keeps his 
^«tttle. What s that flew past the window there ? put the boult in 
tj^ door." 
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!nie hour of supper was now drawing near, and the guests 
ir^i^e beginning to feel a little hunger ; while Knogher, rising 
^, filled a large tub with corn, and spreading a cloth, 
be^n to clean it by fanning it with a weight which he 
Immghi down from a cross beam over the kitchen ; but how 
|k^ ipould be prepared in time they did not know. He first 
'a large pot on the fire, and when he had cleared it of 
yiiiaff, put all into the pot. This culinary article was formed 
p^ a broad bottom, which rendered it more fitting for this 
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purpose^ add b^ing heated with a fire of timber Billets^ dn9 
stood beside it with an iron ladle* and kept constantly turning, 
while the corn wad cracking like shot : then when it was 
properly toasted, taking it off, they put it through another 
process of fanning, to plear it of those husks which the fire 
had raided. After this, having brought in the querns^ « hich 
consisted of a square frame, on it lay the undet stone that is 
usually called a layer ; above this, with a handle fixed to it, 
was the other, which is called the runner. A winnowing-cloth 
was then spread on the floor below tiie machine, and while one 
turned the handle another poured in the grain^ until it was 
twice put through the querns : then being collected and sifted 
tiirougn a close sieve, was made into cakes, the husks and 
c(yirse particles being put into yeast for flummery. 

The time occupie4 in the process was not more than nti hour 
and a half. The bread was remarkably sweet, from the grain 
being toasted in the juice ; and this with a roast haunch of 
venison, and two or three methers* of good bunnarammer, made 
a supper that might have done old Bryan Borohoime, — and a 
supper it is very possible he often took. Thanks were sin- 
cerely returned by the family, in the giving of which tribute 
the two strangers were as much interested as any, nor indeed 
had they less right 

V 

They retired to a small apartment, which was warmed by 
the same materials that prepared their supper. In this apart* 
ment was one bed, surrounded by straw mats in place of 
curtains ; it was a good feathw bed, with the skin of a large 
stag stuffed with the same for a bolster. Althouuh it had iwt 
the most superb appearance, yet they rested comfortably until 
the sound of the woodcutter's axe awakened them next morning. 
It is reasonable to think that he intended not to be so late witn 
his faggots that ni^ht as he had been the former, and therefore 
avoid all dan ^er in re ard of the gentry. 



* A. mether was a wooden ressel formerly used by the IriBh, and hewn out of one 
solid block ; it was narrow at the mouth. aM wide at the bottom ; it was also 
without hoops, and might hold two qnarts. "' 
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||iiNdi£»t^i^ pr^^ : wbt^R tiiey entered the kil^hiiti. ft 

e^<^ose 4o tne fire on a low bench of timber, around 

they all seated themselves, with the most hospitable 

ity to the stran/^ars. After it was ended> they set out on 

Aii^pmey accompanied by their host, and a world of well* 

t^^and happy return from all the family^ who flung the 

anigj^all the old brogues in the cabin after th^^ vocifew 

bannadht leat, bennacht leat,* a$ long as they could 




y morning rose in, the east ; a grecii naJfow. vale appeared before us, nor 
was its wincBng siaream..** — Oss. 

"".'■■'■* ' 

%=ifes one of those foggy iliornings, wherein the frost falls 
kind of misty shower ; the heists of Bennevenny were 
~ in a rolling cloud ; the old' walls of Knockanbaan were 
oped in the same, and Cruck na huirclef was wrapped to 
I kl the kindred robe. Uncapped by snow or fog^ and 
€ them all, stood old Benn Braddagh like a hoary 
,%Ehpse locks were turning gray, while round his stately 
bung a velrdant robe entwined with heath and moun« 
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g bid adieu to their host, and indeed a credulous good- 
ttian he was, yet such another as w« would suppose 
live in the fifteenth or sixteenth century ; they pur- 
Way, being surrounded by forests, hills, or old 
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began to converse on the past night's entertainment, 
if they had a happy night with O'Fallon, the last night 
less 30. Such is the natural disposition of the Irish, 
often betrayed into error from their openness of heart^ 
of communication. Far from this characteristic^ 
slow, cunning, deliberating nature, which is common in 
other countries ; calculating upon an act before they per- 
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Uesnng be with you* 

f^|o|;Bier name of DonaU^s HiU^ corDcny» 
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form it, whether it may be faenefidal or not, wfaethto Hmay he 
CQnfionant with all the difiereat quirks of the law« If Hfe^ 
person, or property is in danger, the Hibernian asks hot, 
whether he be a friend or an. enemy, but rushes upon his deli* 
verance, often at the forfeiture of his owuw Hospitality^ is of 
old date peculiar to them ; and. such was the happy cabin of 
Xnogher O Brady, who^ tc^etber with all his erodality> wa» 
very relimous. No morning or evening passed that did not 
witness his private as well as his public devotions, nor did he 
scarcely ever venture out v anting his beads, but w^hen the 
idea of witches, Broonies,f or fairies seized him, his faith imme- 
diately gave way ; nor could the power of iron circles, or hand^ 
fuls of dust support his courage m such times. He retunied 
homeward regretting in his turn the departure of his cheerful 
and facetious guests, at whose presence the whole cabin smiled, 
as he was pleased to say. 

Arrah, said he, if I hadn't traited them so badly at our first 
meeting, I would be aisy now, but they had so much right to 
take me for a broonie or fairie, and mote by the frast, than I had 
to take them ; and if ever I could dap my eyes on them, bad 
luck to the bit myself would care, jewel ; but I was draiming 
last night of two sheeps that I was running after to catch them, 
as I may say, this good maniing ; but lo ! behold yes, one of them 
boults through my fingesr, and leaves tha tail in my hands 
achree. I never dream of sheeps jumping thro' my fingers in 
any such fashion, but I'm sure and sartin lo lose some ould 
friend or cronie, or something of that kind, jewel. Ochon what 



^ There were in Hib^niia many iiqhkmen, ^tid at i^ tame tme ot. tbe middle 
order> from the kingdom of England, who left their native i^landy mi retired 
thithet €fa account either of learning divinitj^y or a monastic life^ all whom the 
Scoti-Iiish receiving most willingly, afforded to them daily food, abo hooks for 
study and professors gratttitously. \ 

Thiols from the venerahle Bedo, bom A. D. 678. 

I A brooney was a spirit supposed by the Irish to lie around the fire or hearth in 
fermers' houses after the family went to bed, and if a stack of oats was to be threshed, 
or any such task to be performed, it was only necessary to say such a thing is to be 
done, and it was performed in the morning. No reward was to be given, or if so, 
the spirit was heard to go away howling and calling, I have got my rcwai-d, never 
tetuming to th(B same house again. 
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sl^^Ido? Anali just now Tm tbink^g on it, I jb^lieve lit 
qitojb up on this oiUd bitwt&oi*n and look after them^ but Im 
afM^ it^s a gentle Wh, and tb^ be the Worst jab I 

niet yet» I'll get up on the tap of tbi$ auld standing stone, it 
inv doas well. Oh, hoh, hob ! manamasthee, I see them yet. 
Jm^ my benhtitifat le^t twenty tiiijeg, ^ay I, arid a dhobra^h 




is ujtsrady went on, ravdng nntil they were out of: his 
and Seeing. As they gamed the height above the glen, 
of wild geese,* went clanging over their beads, and 
tltieHrig to eacf) other as they winged their liquid course, 
'Ing regular order like an army of soldiers, and pointing 
"**'' to the mountains. 
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is the nature of those aquatic fowls to leave the sea at the 

ch of a storm, and make for some of the fresh water 

farther in the country, such as Loughneagh or those 

lakes on Cookstown mountain ; if the wind is against 

., they usually form the van thin and in the manner of a 

V so that it may cut the air the better, taking the prece- 

alternately, the front in rank falling back to the rear, 

on. 

tind the sky the horizon appeared of* a dusky brown, 
■ttie watery sun from behind a dark cloud proclaimed a 
They now came to Macosquin, where was another 
y ; the brotherhood received them kindly, and entreated 
I to spend that night with t|iem, as there was all appearance 
approching storm ; and another barrier m as the river 
tJiat lay in their way, over which there was no bridge : 
ese objections were to np purpose. 

said there was day enough for them to arrive at their 
iy's end, and they probably would get a ferry boat at 
thainf or Colerain, and then they were within a small 
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^ ofteii Kstencd to tHe ducks as "vrell as geesd flying both to and from the 

; sometimes they take the day time,, sometimes the night ; but in regard 

P ^ecse, the gander's voice is audibly heard above the other, as it* directing them. 

Ptolemy called the Vidua. 

! 

ich signifies the town on the fort. 



t'i- 



60 M'DONNELL, AS D THE * 

distance of the cRstle of Dunluce, Where thdr embassy^eiided; 
and so they proceed^ ; meeting: with ererv thing favourable 
until thfey arrived at the drawbridge, which was immediately 
lowered, and the minstrels admitted into the dastle. 

This was a festive ni^ht with great M'Quillan, who had his | 

friends the O'Neills of Clanbuoy surrounded by their clansmen, | 

their gallogla^^ses and kerns, with their bards or senachies play- J 

ing in concert, while the great hall of shells responded each 1 

note in numberless echoes, arid the rusty armour suspended on 1 
the walls, the trophies of many a blooay field, ning in accord- 
ance with the general choir. The storm which threaten^ 

during the day now burst from the north in ^ tempestuous g 

hurricane, driving the seas in wild commotion against the rock | 

which supported the castle, and sifting the sprays aroimd the ^ 
loop-holes, where the two bai:ds v ere enjoying the terrific scene. 
Sonietimes the water appeared like a flame of fire, and every 

third wave broke with the report of artillery in a cavern below f 

the fortress. They attemped to converse, but it was in vain, $ 

therefore removing from this appealing situation, they entered f 

the festive hall, where neither storm", rain or wind w as heard. '« 

Here they got ten thousand w elcomes, and after some refresh- _ 

ment and change of garment, took up their harps and mingled = 
in the choir. 

As the minstrels always led a wandering life, in straying from ■ 
one place to another, their arrival was in no way remarkable ; * 
nor did McQuillan think any further of it. They were asked ^ 
by Baron O'Neill to play the old melody called, **Thro' the - 
green valleys of Erin,' which they entered upon, and perform- 
ed with more than usual sweetness, the company remaining in ■ 
deep silence all the while ; at the end of this they were askpd, ^ 
would they perform an old melody called Finvola O'Cahah ? ^ 
three of them commenced this, ^nd executed it with equal 
judgement, singing with their harp, " Farewell to the streams 
of the Roe. " These are the only fragments we have remainin 
of the poetical pieces of poor Toal O'Cahan, s^id O'Neill ;* m 



S 



my 






* M"aiiy of the O'lfeills filled the royal seat in Tara, and we^e called in early 
times Hy Nials ; they were elected by casting a shoe over the head of the person 
about to be chosen. As proud as an O'^^ill going to Tara, was a common saying. 
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anceatoi^ of> Tara lirere D$t^^ entetliiiniBd' with hk wit, his 
Hiilsic and poetry. Fmt Flatba, our family bard, I have heard 
them say, could have performed many of his pieces, and ako 
could have related spme. good anecdotes concerning him. I 
believe his last reqijest ^as that his remains should be brought* 
ii^thfe old burying place of Dungiven, an,d there interred' 

^t thi$ moment M'QuiUioi'js only daughter altered, a rising 
and ojothed in those modest blushes that sometimes adorn 
sex at a tepder age. Like the young ladies of her country, 
^e wore her hair flowing ovj^r her shoulders, that added a 
i^ural sw^tuess tQ her appearance not often fouBd among 
jl&^rtificial b^uties of the present day. She had received heF 
#ucation in a ct)nvent, which gave rather a serious oast to her 
Hanners ; but if it did, it gave to her altc^ether a grace which 
lll^ng eUe oould bestow. Being reoiapkafoly fond of mu^ic, 
|Kir%uki)?ly tbe harp, and being accustomed to converse with 
1^ -minstrels who attended at the castle^ she acquired a just 
,^a of that science, and was no mean performer on this» as well 
as on many other instruments. She was also fond of hearing 
jB^Qpidfetant countries, as welj as from thosje parts of her own 
;||liidi she had notvisited,and her constant interrogations toevery 
illiteller were,had they jever seen the ruin s of Tara, qr what sort of 
filace was it ? A conversation was immediately entered upon 
];ween her and the two strangers respecting the family of 
ri^eonheli ; she was acquainted with Laura O'ponnell, 
irpung lady about her own age, who hail been educated 
the same convent with her, although it happened; that she 
daughter to that O'Donnell, who had sent her present 
ajs messengers bri an embassy so disagreeable. 



PiJ^. tie d^fUih of any great pjM^onage or hero, the cMef minstrel usually tuned 
l^liarp oyer tl^e grave of the dec^^ed, and at certain wild affecting pathos, was 
^BO. by the inferior musicians ; to his hj^rp he sung the praises of the dead, and 
est Wi^ fatf beyond what he deserved ; this had a powerful effect on the soldiery 
gf&nttlating them to attempt meriting an equal share of glory. This provoked 
jf^md First to coUect the bards of Wales and have them butchered, for opposing 
ifeiQj^en'eaching and ambitious views, as the poet Gray sweetly sings. 

£,iiin seize thee, ruthless king, 
Confhsion on thy banners wait, 
^ . Though &nn'd by conquest's crimson wing, 

They mock the air in idle state, 
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She adcedi them had they no word from her gi^He friend to 
her, or could. the j carry a letter oit tbdr retuvning to- the 
country of Tyrconnel. 

«^ Said Tuadar^ fair lady, your name has been mentioned in 
our presence often with tender regard and affection, not by your 
female friend alone, but by all. the family of O'Donnell. I 
hare heard young Odo 0*Donnell and his bnH;hreh tiihes 
ivithout number solicit lind entreat their sifter to tell them 
^something regarding you, and this because she ^6ciustonied thenrl 
wlien seated around her to lii$ten to 4>er retititrls/ ndne of which 
«he could finish unconnected with your mthe; but from the 
^vere message which I bear to yoiir father, I fear it may stop 
.«uch friendly and pleaMttg intercourse; '* \ 

* . ■ ' • 

They did not deliver their orders to M^Qttdlkm, lintU afiet 
breakfast next morning, when fin(i(^ng him alone; they' in ^ 
plain a manner as they ^could delivered the mandate with which 
they were charged* 

In answer to this, he said, that their great master he thought 
to(Ac rather an irritable manner of treating with him^ and if he 
ever had been disposed to be on amicable terms with him, the 
message which they bore was well calculated to turn him from 
it : however, as to that matter, his intentions were the sfune as 
they always were, firm and sincere to his noble and disinterested 
neighbour, great O'Neill of Clanbuoy, whose ancestot*s swayed 
their sceptre ovar the green island. 

Notwithstanding^ said he, that such threats cannot intimidate 
me, I have no wish to commence hostilities with him, but 
perhaps might be a means of healing the breach betv^een him 
and his countrymen ; that is» if he is disposed to beconle a friend : 
if otherwise he will not, I fear not to meet him ; so my answer 
is, that I am equally prepared, whether as a friend or an enemy, 
and therefore leave the alternative to him ; but never until I 
have further reasons shall I wish to dissolve alliance with the 
noble ft^inily of Clanbuoy, who have stood faithfully by me in 
^very difficulty. 

Having received this intelligence, they took their friendly 



NORMAK DE BOUOOd. 



69 




tenKe olsM^Qaillaff atrd hi^ fariiilf^ carry itig tUe proposed! 
BilER»Bftgeitom liie you% -'■ ' " 

p!n their return they, atppped n, night with Knogher Q'Br^dy, 
^d^partppK of :all;lhe iestivity and rustic happiness which hisf" 
ii^t^e could .^9r4f togetl)?r with ten thousand Kead n^iel a 
fi|ltie3 froq|j41 thie family. He was by trade a creel and basket- 

iker» the materials fo^ which the wood that si^rrounded hi^ 
, tifv supplied hiiU: plentifully ; he drove these wares as far as 
Cjaii^e Caiagic sometimes, at others to Culrathain and round the 
neighbouring villages ; with the sale of tliese he purchased any 
article of which his family stood in need, and likewise brought 
heme the only public new$ which the entire iMMghbourhood 
iDceived during the season* At his telum frcnn market, bis 
l^u$e was filled with aU the neighbours anxiously wfiiting for 
a redtai of his own adventures and also those of others ; for be 
QUf^fully kept all in his mind, in order that he might; gratify 
^tiai with the relation <m his first returning. Frbm'Aiihter 
beffah to set !h, until spring, this was his continual tmd^, 
mdcing the article, and selling or bartering it fdr some bther 




I ■ 



39ut to rietiirrt io dixr strangers— they rettirned ^ely acrhss 
ll^oyle, ahd through that r^on until tHey ari-ived at the 
lii|E;$ of S willy, and at that very place where thi^y disetntmrked ; 
i|S#r were fortunate In nieeting or ratfcer hearing thfe voice 6f 
f^Falion, who had just ca^t thi^ night lines, drtd was hatfodinj^ 
upon Drake and his son, as they had gone down the ktrahd on 
4ome excursion of ? their own., The night was becpqie prejtty 
]^k, and there was no n^oon-light as yet, so that if th^y had 
nisrfecome forward at that instant, they would h^ve been neces* 
l^ted eijthier to remain there d^ring ^he night, to suqh times 
fl^tthe fisherman returned for his liijies^, or otherwise to travel 
lair into the country, and this to men o^ their years, in a strange 
^|ce and dark night, was not easily effected. 

kfip'FaihHi wtui sitting on the side of bis boat humming a kind 
affil^g to himself: but hearing the sound of footsteps, he 
started, and wheeling round, knew them in the twinkling of an 
qre; arrah musha kied miel a faultie, my brave fellows, are yes 
n^med ? by the hokies it was but this instant that Phelim and 






Drake t^ent down the shore iift^r a hai;e -tbaixsiln^ MfpHng 
a few minutes bygane there ; before he was done speaking,' the 
boy returned, bringing, with him the hare and the dog following 
at a little disfahci^ ; it is a aqstom with the pMsantry m the time 
of snow, to go oiit a hunting,* carrying only ieI large bludgeon^ 
and coming on the tratk di the hare, they follow onward to 
the place where she ha^ lain down to sleep, ithd with a blow of 
this weapon eithier rnaim Or kill her. I haVe seen them bring 
home more in number than the man that had a good fowling- 
piece, and. this hare had bfeen hurt in the above manner, s6 that 
the dog caught her without miich trouble. 

When they wer6 fembafrked and some shorjt distance at sea, 
they could perceive a i^d-coloured light like a large star in the 
Western hoiiion ; btit frequently it cupped ft'oni their sight, and 
immediately after app|feared again. 

Qn asking the captain what the light waS| he said to thepoi, it 
was nothing else than tl|e light of his cabin ; and wbi^t is the 
rea^n^ said they, that it disappears so oft^. , ♦ . ^ 

Why, said he, when a great sai comes between us and it, or 
nether, when we sink, between two sais, the Ught is hid from 
us agrafh J and so 1 see you are not w^ll acquainted with coasting 
j^iit|enien» but np matter, youre acquainted with much better 
things. The si^ of the light always increased as they drew 
near the shore, until they could perceive the cbildreu sitting 
arpund the fire. 

O'Fallon gave a shout that echoed along the beach, at which 
his wife came out and hung a small lam]^ against the wall, and 
filling it M ith oil, it cast a flame along the water extending 
to the boat. He rowed down a small distance, and bound her 
to a large stone, then returned and brought all with hini into 
the cottage. 

O'Fallon's hospitable place retained and cherished them^that 
night, after which they bought the castle of O'Donnell, and 
•there informed him of Daniel McQuillan s determination ; they 



* Ho\r cruel the act I 
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also delivered the message that they had undertaken to his 
daughter, who, when she was informed how matters stood 
lietween her father and that of her friend, was cast into the 
deepest trouble, and immediately repairing to him with tears 
m her eyes, she used her most strenuous exertions to dissuade 
him from this imdertaking. 

What, said she, has the family of McQuillan done to merit 
f6UT enmity, or that you should make these severe denuncia- 
titoiis ? His fault is ndthing but what the bravest and most 
disinterested man would do — adhere to an old and faithful 
ally ; — and, my dear father, said she, let us consider that the 
family of Clanbuoy have rather been protectors to him ; being 
€tae of the most powerful septs in our nation ; besides, will you 
think of his daughter and her affection to me, while we were 
at the convent together ; indeed I can never forget my dear 
friend ; and how could I bear the idea that my father would 
unsheathe the sword of his ancestors against that family from 
whom I have receiyed the most distinguished marks of esteem 
and affection ; and again, said she, there is another consideration 
that ought to w^igh well with you, — he is a brave man, and 
%; clans are numerous, and strongly attached to their leader, 
1^ is there a doubt that though you should be victorious, it 
Sl|y cost you the sum of many precious lives. 

i§l«QtiiHah's fair advocate was possessed of much humanity 
and the finest feelings, not alone to those she knew, but also 
to persons she never saw, and even was convinced were inimi- 
<^ to her family and connexions. Besides all these reasons 
;^|^ch she gave in, as militating against the measures about to 
^adopted by her parent, there was still another more powerful 
j^^ that she could not properly introduce here, and, therefore, 
^^ remained at the bottom of her heart, sending forth sighs 
ctibrning and evening. 

Fion or Finn McQuillan had gone to the convent to see his 
^Iter ; he also had orders from the father to bring her and any 

er of her companions whom she might wish, and for whom 

could obtain leave from the abbess. Her companion alone 

1^ the fair daughter of Baldearg, who was her equal in all the 
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tender feelings that can possess the female breast. When 
young ladies meet at convents, boarding-schools, or such places, 
and form their first attachment, it is usual for each to be men^ 
tioning the individuals of her family to thp other, and even 
describing their persons and manners, among whom we peed 
not expect that the brothers will be left unnoticed; — their 
characters, features, and dispositions form the topic of general 
conversation, and not unfrequently make an impression before 
there has been an interview ; and such w^s the case with L^ura 
O Donnell in favour of Finn McQuillan. Her companion 
knew that one of her brothers would come to convey her home 
from the convent, but which of them she could not tell ; and 
indeed her fair friend was as anxious to know^ and more so, 
than she. The happy day at length arrived, and to their 
inexpressible joy it was the favoured person; any of her 
brothers was the same to her, but on her friend's account she 
preferred the present. 

^Twas during the happy recess at the castle of Dunluce that 
Laura O Donnell formed an attachment n^ hich ever after \^rapt 
her in a veil of melancholy. The commencement of hostilities,t 
therefore, between her father and Daniel McQuillan could not 
but have a most dangerous effect on a mind so tender, so 
young, and so deeply engaged, and indeed which happened 
almost unknown to hersellf, as she had talked herself i^to this; 
attachment with his sister. 

Her father the following morning sounded the war shell, 
which echoed round the adjacent hills, dying away among the 
woods and oaken forests of Tyrconnel. The McLaughlins 
caught the sound, and blew another blast that roused the 
O'Dougherties, dv^elling from the Atlantic to the Foyle. The 
Magenises toward the south renewed the dying sound, and 
sent it rolling through the mountains of O'Flaniiagan, M'Ma-. 
hon, and O'Rourke, who, all under arms, of wli^t^yer ?prt they 
could find, repaired to the castle of O'Donpel). 

A short speech was delivered to them as they stood around 
their chieftain, commenting on the insolence, pride, and grow- 
ing power of the Norman de Borgos. This was answered by 
the war-cry of the O Donnells, aboq, aboo, from ^YPry mouth, 
that rung like a peal of thunder through all the apartna^pts qf 
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Vke atitiqua^ed mansion. To a44^o t;h^ distress of his jdaughter, 
sjiie Was carried with them fo b^ a spectator of scenes mibefit- 
ting the presende of any female, much ^ess the feeling heart of 
young Laura^ 

The next evening saw them across both Swilly and Foyle, 
marching with hostile minds against the peaceable inhabitants 
of Dalriadagh.* 

Unhappy country, said Laura» ah, unhappy Erin !t torn by 
intestine broils and dissensions since time immemorial ; and 
how can I bel\old these scenes that are about to take place. 
Had my father left me at home to mourn in dreadful expecta- 
tion, it would have been affliction enough, and rather more 
tbim I could bear, Peihaps I may see the face of some of 
those whom above all the world I do not wish to see ; if Pro- 
vidence had fat^ me another father, or my father another 
daughter — at the conclusion of these words she wept aloud, 
and fell upon the breast of one of her maids, who accom- 
panied her. 

The father was witness to this sensation of his child, whose 
fectling heart, it seemed, was not capable of conceiving the sad 
sequel of this undertaking. She and her two maids were 
mounted on white horses of that species, called Hobellarii,:!: 
something larger than the common ponies, but of a gentle 
disposition anaelegant figure. 



* A name by wluch the northern parts of Antrini were formerly called, and 
ikOMtr corrupted ijlto Boute. 

f Ireland in early times has been known by many names — ^Erin, Ieme> Jerha, 
ftxv&nis^ Iris, Bemia, Hibemia, Hiberione ; also, Scita, Scotus, Scoticns, Scioticus, 
tad Scotia, ^m Scy thia, whence the Gael emigrated ; others think from Scota, 
wife of Qaethelus, and daughter to one of the Pharohs, Claudian, Paulus, Orosius, 
CKldus, Cogitornis, Isadore and £ede, testes. Inis, Alga, the noble island, Inis, 
Bannud, the blessed inland, ImsfaHa, the i&tal island, from the fatal stone, which 
was taken to Scotland and used for Ihe coronation of their kings, being placed in 
a wooden chair ; it was afterwards taken away by Edward First to London, and 
left in "Westminster Abbey shortly after the unhappy end of immortal Vallace ; 
«1lie green island, the island of strangers. 

; J The Hobellarii were first imported jfrom Spain, and used in war by* the kings 
fif &e Continent. Palus Jovias aflirms, that he saw twelve of the Irish Hobellarii 
• W i beautiful whiteness, led in the Pope*s train. 
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The two bards, Mdbruthan and Tuadat, who so lately had 
travelled this road, surrounded with happiness and entertained 
by the innocent conversation of the peasantry, were now forced 
to accompany their patron on this disagreeable business, which 
was about to water the pleasant plains of Hibernia with the 
tears of wife, maid, orphan, and widow. 

When they entered the barony of Kennaught or O' Kane's 
country, said O'Donnell to one of his sons who commanded 
the McLaughlins, orderthe troops to file to the right, keeping 
the river Roe on the same side until you come to the castle of 
O'Cahan, for there I intend to quarter my forces to-night, and 
the following morning we shall clear the pass of the moun- 
tains, and direct our march for the deep and sullen Bann ; and 
thence to the Dalriadagh, or lands of McQuillan. He then 
ordered the shells and war trumpets to be sounded, the echo of 
which travelled up the streams of the Roe, until it reached the 
castle* at I^amavady. O'Cahan immediately despatched » 
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* The castle of O'Cahan, one of the chiefs of that name, stood ofi a lofty rock 
overhanging the stream of the Roe. There are at present the traces of his fish- 
pond, with one solitary apple-tree growing where his orehard was, but not a stone' 
is to be seen where this ancient edifice once stood. I imagine they have been 
carried away for the purpose of building, as a bleach^reen has of late years been 
erected in its immediate vicinity. There are many stories prevalent regarding 
great O'Cahan, who last inhabited this beautifully romantic place, surrounded 
even to this day by oaks and all other kinds of forest trees with which our country 
formerly abounded. I have heard some pecfple affirm, that he would have 
Bharp^ed his swofd in the morning, and come in at night having it altogether 
blunted, £nom the slaughter he made among the Protestants ; to this I am not 
inclined to give much belief. Another story is, that he had arbitrary demands 
regarding every new married bride; in consequence of which, he was almost killed 
by the CMuUms, near the village of Garvagh, although this place was convenient 
to another powerful branch of &e same family. Be this as it may, on the first 
market day of I^ewtonlimavady, he collected indiscriminately a number of the 
O'MuUins, and brought them to a place since called the Gallows Hill, and there 
bung them up in revenge for what had been done to him : it was but the other 
year that some labourers in digging gravel for the public road, turned up their 
jaw-bones and skulls^ where they had been buried at the foot of the gallows which 
was erected in sight of the castle windows. 1 am happy to learn that it was with 
much reluctance the present possessor pulled down &e castle, saying, as I am 
informed, he would rather have sunk one thousand pounds in its repairs ; but being 
obligated in » clause of his lease, he was forced to demolish this beautiful Gothie 
structure, the history of which will cast an eternal obloquy over the Vandal's 
memory who was the prime instigator. 
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floople of faors^meftt to reconnoitre and bring back tidings 
what the Mrariike sound meant, who, on mounting ^ little hill to 
thfe one side, could perceive three krae ted flags waving aloft, 
arid shortly after tlie front ranks of the forces. Returning, 
they informed O'Cahan of what they had seen, and added they 
were sure it was the approach of McQuillan, his enemy. 

He coolly mounted^ and calling for his sword, rode forward 
to see ; but when he came to that place called MuUoghbaan, or 
the little white hill, he immediately called to his galloglasses^ 
Ho, said he, these are no enemies: it i;^ the colours of Owen 
Jbldearg, or G'Donnell the red, Owen Roe O'Donnell. 1 can 
easily, distinguish the Tyrconnel arms as the viind expands the 
flag and sweeps it like a red flame over the trees. Make the 
best of your way to the castle, said he, and give orders that 
dinner be prepared for the army of Owen Roe O'Donnell ; and 
what cannot be accommodated at Limavady, let them be 
quartered through my tenantry, while I go to receive them^ 
After a friendly salutation on both sides, they rode forward, 
O'Donnell having given the charge of the troops to his two 
sons, Odo and Roderick. 

As they came along the side of the hill lying parallel with 

the river, and were turning down a large avenue skirted on 

e^h side with spreading oaks, the old family mansion of 

Q*Cahan ok Cooey NaGall opened upon their view, standing 

oil the peak of a rock after the manner of a sentry box, with 

tfe • luCid current of the Roe dashing in wBitened foam far 

below. At some distance were his office houses, with barracks 

and other accommodation for his galloglasses ; and on the rising 

gAunds, a high stone wall fenced in a spacious track of land, 

which was well stocked with deer. The great entrance facing 

Jjie avenue was raised a considerable height above the common 

forface, with some rough hewn blocks of basalt or whinstone, 

iod a large massive door of glenwood oak, solid as iron and 

as ebony, secured this passage. Above this door was a 

slab of quartz, and on it was carved in legible characters 

, family coat of arms, ** The crown and three stars, two flags 

;4cfence on each side of the crown, two rampant lions to 

" ]>brt the standards, with bloody heart and hand, sword, stag 

deer, cat and monkey, river, otter, salmon, and bunch of 

^iiiimrocks/' 
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As they entered the haU^ it was haii||^ on eadh side with J 
i^uits of rusty armour, and at the opposite end were seen a 1 
huge pair of Antlers, probably the growth of some hundred 
years, together with the shaggy skin of a wolf, haying . the ' 
teeth and claws still attached to it ; Donnell surveyed them 
as he passed along, and reaching up his hand, brought down a 
weighty instrument hsiving a blade almost as large as a scythe ; 
he must hare been a stout fellow^ said hf ^ whd could wield this 
Weapon with any kind of ease« 

That is the Bailie na Sluadh^ said O^Cahan ; it was with that 
very weapon that my ancestor, JDermbt O Cahan, overthrew the 
Saxons at the old cemetery* of Dungiven^ when they were 



* TbiA is one of the most eztradrdmarj rains in the co* Berrf , or perhaps in 
Ireland: in 1100 Dennot O'Cahan fottnd^ a priory for canons regalar of the 
Augustine order, but itliayiiig beeii ^Uutdd by the effusion of blood, was aiter* 
^anls restored by the archbishop of Anna^h. In 1297, the toim of Dungivm 
Vas founded by the same fsanily, and this cemetery wastl^ chief buryuig-place of 
that sept. In the south-east comer of the church, lying in a horizontal posture, 
is the effigy of Cooey Na Glall, the last inhabitant of the castle on the rock ; above 
him, on ti^e eastern gable, in former times, was his coat of ahns, but this has long 
disappeared : he has on the Celtic dress, which was the national costome at tiiat 
period, with a broadsword in his right hand. Around him stood twelre images 
(two at each end, and four at each side,) of a smaller size, seemin^y as if they 
supported the greater image I it was unknown what the meilning of these was, or 
whom they represented, as O'Cahan's children did not amount to that numbefr. 
Some years past, however, nbt exceeding half a century, one. of the lineal 
descendants of the O'Cahan's had buried her husband witmn the chuith, and as 
near as possible to the great Cooey Na Gall, which grave seemed to have infringed 
a little on the grolmd taken up by a certain gentleman of the neighbourhood of 
Dungiven, whose ancestors had come as strangers to that place* He rode to this 
poor woman's door, and with some warmth demanded by what authority she dared 
to inter her husband so near his ground ? This reprimand tore asunder the wound 
in her mind, which was beginning to heal, and opening upon him in the strong 
invective and opprobrium of her vernacular tongue, she raked him fore and aft 
with various .epithets, asking him how dare he bury in the church erected by her 
great forefathers any of his spurious breed, as she called them in Irish, terming 
him at the same time turn-coat and interloper. " I say," said she, ** how dare you 
approach the sacred ground in which great Cooey Na Grail lies, with his twelve men 
of the Cooe^Sf at present Quiggs supporting him.^* These were twelve families of 
the O'CahMis, who supported Cooey Na Gall, and after him were called Cooegs, or 
Quiggs. After this, taking the street, and clapping h^ hands violently together, 
she raised the old Caoine, following him up the street, clapping and howling in the 
most terrific manner, until the O'Cahans, roused by her cries, rushed forth upon 
him, and it was the swifkness of his horse alone tliat saved him. 
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i^mpting to pillage that motiastery ; and I am prouder to be 
Mmt to the Bailie n^ Sluadh than the estate of Limavady ; hot 
il there any instrument you see that was not either the pro- 
p^ty of my ancestors, or taken by them from their enemies on 
dii^ field of battle i but our family is fast going to decay, as 
wdl as oiiF inheritance. 

Owen Roe ODonnell informed him aft^r dinner of his inten- 
tions regarding McQuillan, and his alliance with the O'Neills of 
(|mbuoy. I do not wish, said he, to punish liim farther than 
^ve off a number of cattle from the Route and northern 
^frts of Antrim ; but ^hpuld he attempt anything like opposi-? 
tiiHi^ I fear I may be likely to lay a heavy hand on him. 

He and T, said the other, have beien at war these seven years, 
and 1 have always found him a generous enemy, nor can I 
[ottsure him for his adherence to our common friend O'Neill ; 
r,iet matters stand as they will between us and the latter, }\e 
our kinsman, and indeed I must say he is a warm friend, but 
' the other hand a dangerous enemy ; and if the soimd of 
^uillan's shell can reach the Clanbuoy boys, I think the 
\e number of you will never descend the heights of Knock- 
in,* for he has the swiftness of the eagle and the 
fpetuosity of the lion. 

[^>am perfectly aware, said O Donnell, of his prowess in war, 

^ know well that what yoq say is characteristic of him ; but 

temper of Baldearg's sword was known to O Neill long 

[ore the present day ; and I question, notwithstanding all his 

ity of wing, but he might fly back again as fast as he flew 

rard; however, it does not sit well on a Tyrconnel to 



SI- 



P&B. Ireland, the appellations wHcli are used* for hills and mountains, serve 
to distinguish the size of the one from the other than in any other countiy, 
ai^ the smallest kill, but one tolerably abrupt or steep, as they call it, 
^ ifl a hiU that may be latAudinous in its base, but of an easy ascent, 
sometimes applied to a smaller, and sometimes to a larger en^inencp, even 
^og a mountain. Sliabh or Slieve the largest mountain, such as the 
r,^^ Alps, or Pyranees. Benn, or Binn, to an abrupt rock, as Benovenney, 
ity B^irry, Tillanhead in Doncgall, and St. Kilda in the Hebrides. Booi^ 
i«|nifips a rock overjianjing the sea. 
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boast ; a short spaoe of time will put all our sayingi^ to the 
test) so let us leave off commentiug now, and introduce another 
subject 

Pray, where have you got the wolf skin ; it seems to have 
been a large animal, and scarcely so dark in the colour as many 
wolves* that I have seen. This wolf, said the other, was 
caught near to the deer-park, and there lies the boy, pointing 
to a large stout wolf dog that was lying in the hall, there lies 
the boy that attacked him : you see he is a pensioner, having 
lost nearly his right ear in the contest ; he is greatly laceratea 
in the breast by the claws of his enemy, who was no common 
plunderer ; but he is recovering, and 1 shall take good care that 

Jie be well nursed until he be better. 

« 

It Was one night as I had i;ralked out after dinner to inhale 
the fresh air, and enjoy the beauty of the surrounding scenery ; 
I am always attended by Tartar — this was tbe dog's name — 
and rising the height along the park wall, Tartar dashed into a 
thicket and laid hold on the robber, who answered him with a 
most tremendous yell, and wheeling upon him with tooth and. 
nail, I thought had despatched him, as Tartar remained quite 
silent; I, however, with a blow of that Andrew Ferara, half 
severed the wolfs head from his body, and there I found 
Tartar clinging to his throat with a death-hold, regardless of 
all his efforts. 

I have suspended the trophy in the hall, and there is no place 
in the mansion pleases Tartar so well to lie as immediately 
under it, basking like many a renowned hero in the sunshine 



* A family who were iiatives of the village of Dungiven, and by trade timbOT-^ 
workers, practised going to the glenwoods in night time to cut and cariy off the 
oak ; they would h^ye Ipndled a large fire in the old graveyard, and turning their 
horses into the castle meadow, no person dared look out while the fire was there ; 
then mounting, they rode td the^woods, and cut down their loads, trussing it to the 
pins of the straddle on ej^jh side of the beast. It was in one of these excursions, 
that a horse strayed aT^ay in the wood, and his owner running down the glen in- 
search of him, bearimg ii^ his l^nd an instjomeiit in form of a sword to defend 
himself from the wolves, when seeing him as he thought sitting on his haunches 
in a bog, he seized him by the tail, and strikii^ hun along the hip with the 
instrument in his hand, called << Get up, Brown," as loud as he could roar. The 
animal, which was a wolf, with a howl that niade both his ears tingle, passed 
across the glen like ^ shadow, aiid disappee^red in darkness, 
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fi his bardly-earned spoils. The night fVom hence was spent 
|6 wassail and revelry ; the deeds of the O'Cahans against the 
Ibknes, the Saxons arid their achievements in the land of Pa-< 
l^tine as Crusaders^ ti^ere all sung ; the great Baldeargs were 
isoti however, left in the shade, but shone equally splendid in 
^^* the records of music and poetry. The Irish cornu which 
" to kindle the flame pf war from shore to shore, was here 
to the brim with strong wine of Oporto, and manfully 
Jitafied to the bottom by every guest. 

''^ Teag O'Cahan, who was now family bard vat Limavady, 
Hdngled the strains pf his harp with the others, and along with 
iteny good pieces, performed " Thro' the green vallies of Erin" 
)iitb true taste and judgment, at which' all rose to their feet in' 
Jbonor of the deceased minstrel; the O'Cahans all hanging 
9bmn their heads, and turning their eyes towards the likeness 
4i the: sage, suspended on the wall, as he leaned over his 
IHiqtie instrument and performed the same piece. 

aving taken some rest, O'Donnell causjpd the cornu to be 
ded, and drawing around him his sturdy gallogjasses,* he 
ive orders to march, the pipers f playing up " Farewell to 
at Cooey Na Gall, as the broad red flag waved majestically 
r their heads, pointing its intimidating crest toward the 
able inhabitants of Dunluce. The day to be in winter 
;f as fine, the i^un shone bright on their steel helmets and bur- 
' ed swords, as every soldier^ together with his other armour. 




^^ The Gailowglasse.^, or Gallig'laghs, were a robast, stout soldiery, or attendants on 
in Irish prince, and were allowed more honour and privilege than a private roan. 
They usually wore a weighty coat of mail and steel casque, with a ponderous battle- 
]|||;faUed in Irish Tuatha-Cathan, haying a strong target or sheild on the left arm; 
this battle-ax in .the right, with the thumb along the handle to direct the stroke, 
would have looped off a horseman's thigh at one blow, tiie body falling on one 
^ and the limb on the other. 

^^ The pipes were used at a very early period in Ireland, some suppose coeval with 
Aarp ; but it is not so, we are Indebted for them to the Scotch, and they to the 
ns. We have still many Irish families celebrated, for their performance on the 
; as the O'Eourkes, the O'Kellys. 

'tolemj Auletas get his name from his love of the bagpipes. 

S^.y ■ - ' 
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imrried a hnmilBwoiMi, tiStiaer light or weighty seooi^dmg to h^ 
tslass; the Kerns w^e a light armed kind ofttoldiery who^car- 
li^d a ipeatf lance^ and light afa&eld, wrth a sword loif Hnidier 
ditnenfiibnilih&n the gallc^laases. The troops noiw^frooft the 
<top G^ the inteHroidr^ mbufstafin, }iad a full idew of the Akittim 
fiide of the Banm, tto wliieh ritrer the commander despatched a 
hody of his Bghtrarmed ibrces the Kerns, that itftiey am^fat isei^e 
ais iBany b6ats as they could, and also ^e boBtmen, JeM an 
alarm should be given. This bei^g done, smd the mainSxidy 
having arrived, they were transported to the farthjer bank ir^ 
ijafety. 

0'Do»Qei& having posted a strong guaml on the feny, for the 
purpose of secumig a safe passage at tiiieir ireturn, then senditig 
oot his men in ^laall detachments, he remadned in the eentofe' 
of the country, giving orders ito sweefp it of horses, eows^ and 
sheep, as &r as they went, spariiitg neither the infirm,^ the oiv 
phan, or widow. At the time of this irruption M'QaiUaD had 
been a small distance from home, and did not hear of it until 
his return in the evening, when his ears were filled by the cries 
of his distressed tenantry and followers as the were called, 
every one painting his distress in as good a way as he couW, 
and among the foremost was M*Ilvennan clapping his hands 
and shouting in the depth of affliction, When his patron took 
possession of Dunluce, he assigned him a good portion of land 
fit for tillage, together with a tolerable quantity of rough 
ground as pasturage, in revrard for his unshaken zeal to the 
family. He was now become an interesting farmer, and had 
his little patrimony as well stocked as the closest industry 
from him and his partner would allow. 

Meeting with his magnanimous friend, he opened on him 
with a clap of his two homy hands like the report of a muskets 
Oh, Mr. McQuillan, oroh ochon, I'm rabbed, I'm rabbed ; I'm 



* This system of warfare, which woa universally adopted in Ireland at that period 
must have been the most iniqnkeas that could |>revail in- any countiy, punishing the 
innocent as severely as the g;uilty ; and visiting the offences of the master on his Ua- 
eifending and harmless domestics, that were ignorant of the evil for which they were 
suffering. Listen to them expressing their sorrow of heart by lowing, neighing and 
bleating. 
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tiMkeOr jewels Ckummy and Hawl^ is both whipped ^#£kf 
t^m me, but thd poor Neevmn'^ ogs^ ochon mam&sdie; one of 
li^ cows^ fifty ibrpoM^, and the otker*9 time was in at oufd' 
Heitanfidi^ avfflislH md the odH mare and the olibbucki l^t t 
Wii aflbred Ih^e pound bate a croww far ir^ the fifartiifimas^ fkb^ 
Q^ Tool ratbaki) dira cfaora, oh miel;y mutter, my three poop 

SkUagha and their dry hearts,! arrah, may the pMgue> overi^ 
e tnem ; arrafa musha » murrain light on thre bad breed of 
^ Blaldesrgs and their ditiiy ideught.t aa ( may aafeiy say,, 
^tgoocB Monday morning ft^esih and fhs^hig, je^el ;oehon^ 
Mbon^ vfff poor eappul^f and bplmma^gh,|(wiSf t^ ever seeyomr 
pivQr ^itei faMteagaiif, cotning nodding, up t& tttie door of my 
aMa, with> yiwp s^ieepmg lon^ tail and yoitp i^i^pirig and!^ 
^Mtpfngtwanham your soncy^ gaaejf** face asflof e 1 0^, oclv^ 
iHiat vnA my poor ogcmagha do* ^f hcivenlt ai viAAte Af»p this^ 
mbrning gnagalmaehree ! 

Such a plaintive apostrophe to his cattle as what M^Ilvennaa 
leered, touched Ms master^s heart, for it appeared to hini the 
iiMrfcings of nature, and this oraitory^^never ferfs to captiVate t^ie 
ait^ntiojT of the audience, f am distressed for you, saitf he, noi 
akn t Tedress your wrongs at present. However my orders are, 
tiilt to you alone M^flvennan but to all, haste with utmost dfe- 
fipbtch rind rouse my dl^ilsmen and gaDoglasses firom the B^tm td 
tneBtiih, and the Bush to Sfieve Satragh ; let s(^ hast^e tq the 
ftihy at Culrathfan^ff bt^arlng whatever weapons they can AefilS 
^if percHance we shall oveytafce the despoilers. T|ie alarnt 
iifiEia: soo|l given and spread over the country lil^e ^ nortbem 
Qreteor; Tf he war trumpet and Irish corn u were Blb\rn ftoih 
1!^ top of Ctoaghmore4| their blasts travelfthg^ aloi^g the v^tHeisi 
^le *very chief calurfjt the ominous sotmd, andsentitpkeiW-; 
teirtiottfijom hill to Mil Th6 great flag b^^Hti^ the i»i??fi?^^^ 



I* ThdyoqiigiBfAnts.. ^ 

; j|f Di7 IwAtt' U fr term* usudJy afplte^ to peopte who*lwv^^^ 

4 Tribe or dan §-Mare. \\G^U. IfLaeky. ** Brea^ and eh e erftrf, 

ffCiilrathain, Ae town at tilt fort. 

{J; Toia kill ia i» the neigfaboudbood of the Giantti*^ CkotcWay,, atid fa six femdrad^ 
and tan feet above the level of the aea. 



B • 



iJlTi. 



76 M'DQNNELL AND THE 

De Borgo was unfitfledi» aad at ten that ni^t they msed th^ 
Itish war ciy on the banks of the Bann* When young Garry 
M'Q^illan came to the water edge, being foremost, he saw that 
t^e boats were all bound fast at the other side, and the boatmen 
tied with their hands behind their backsp so that they were 
rendered unfit to assist them. He however spurred his horse 
into the river, and the faithful animal striking like^i water- 
dog, bore him to the other bank ; then dismounting he untied 
the ferrymen, but what was his surprise when he was told that 
the dars were sent down the atream. The want of them was 
supplied by wrenching off a couple of shinygles from the side of 
a yawl that lay hard by, and with the assistance of these they 
brought all the boats over ; temporary oars were, procured itfter 
some delay, and the troops mmrched forward at a quick pace. 
The night being dark, they could not make much speed ; now* 
ever the country was pretty well known to them^ having fought 
the O'Cahans almost on every mile of it. 

McQuillan gave orders that ho music should be heard nor the 
sound of any mstrument whatever, but that all should march 
in deep silence, keeping as near the leaders as possible, and for 
further security he detached an advance guard to explore the 
recesses of the wood, so that they might not be surprised by an 
ambuscade ; to his eldest son Finn McQuillan he gav^ the com- 
mand of this body, marching along with the standard himself 
and his two other sons, all who were engaged in hushing what- 
ever noise might arise, and urging forward the army. They 
began at length to emerge f jom the woods, and entering a kind 
of moor, the norses were every moment plunged into the girth 
io that they were necessitated to seek a better and firmer ground 
for the cavalry, and allow the infantry to proceed through the 
boff ; this manoeuvre separated the forces for some time, and 
Baa they been in the neighbourhood of an enemy, might ha\e 
proved &tal to them ; but having an advanced guard com- 
manded by an active vigilant officer, and all Well proven n 
adventures of this kind, thfy were under no apprehensions. 
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♦This river has its source in the mountains of Mourn*, co. Down, and is called 
t^e£ann a little hafore it enters that romantic sheet of water called Louj:h Nei^h. It 
is termed the Bann from this to it falls into the sea. 
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It. WM th^ $paoe n^rly ^tw^ hours before the grouTid became 
i|rm enough; to admit a re-union of the forces^ and after they 
were joined on a hard footing, it was so rough that the riders 
Wtese often unhorsed, and sometimes rider and horse rolled over 
eich other alternately ; the night was still and very cold, but 
bekig wdll advanced they were soon in expectation of the moon, 
iilat once the imiiintain beciame level and quite hard ; as they 
an?^oached that part of it called Gortcorbery, McQuillan, who 
dimmanded the advanced guard, stooping down withhis ear to 
^ hoirse's neck in a listening posture, gave ord^s to halt, as he 
Aonght* h,e heard the sound of horses' feet at a distance, but 
a^oacfaing them at a hard gallop ; none in the ranks could 
M^ecture what the meaning of this solitary horseman t^ould be, 
eoiiamg with such rapidity in the dark of the night, and throiigh 
ftanountain, where he did not see two leaps before him. Some 
Ikni^ght that it might be a prisoner making his escape from 
Ae enemy ; others with more probability imagined that it might 
bet a scout sent out on the same business on which they them- 
^ves had been ordered. A few of the soldiers were for cut- 
^ghim down, and some others for taking him prisoner, at 
%at time McQuillan looking between him and the horizon, 
idiich now began to brighten from the reflection of the rising 
itoon^ 8^ w the appearance approaching them as if led by a line. 
||{ln4 to the right and left said he, and seize him as he passes. 

•SIf Jjje thm-maned; high-headed, strong-hoofed, fleet-hounding son of the hill, hi« 

Miltie is Dusronnal among the stormy sons nf the sword. A thousand thongs bind 

i^ car on high ; hard polished bits shine in a ^reath of foam ; thin thongs, bright- 

lUdded with gems bend on the stately necks of the steeds : the steeds that like 

EfUis of mist fly over the streamy vales. The wildness of deer is in iheir course, 

Strength of eagles descending on their prey, their noise is like the blast of winter 

me sides of the snow-headed Gormal." — Oss* 

J'^ .'■'■,■ ■ ■ ~ ■ 

j^i^he wind was whistling of him as he skimmed the heath 
ake a swallow, when M*Ilvennan, who was in this party, and 
Well accustomed to vigilance in the night, looked up, and seeing 
%e horse's white face, roared out, by St. Bridget ahd the nine 
Whillans* its the brimmagh dhu.f Arrah muslm kied miel a 






^i,# Niiw rocks near Glen/arm. 
-f The black colt. 
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faltie to your soncy fttee^ my podr fellow,, and yort )iiat cane tm 
meet us ms, vourneen, oeh I knew it wa8» ibe sound of your 
own feet as soon as ever I heard them.. But where have yow 
left the poor ould Cappuli bawn* your mother adime ? odi she 
was not able to follow ves wilfa hev ould! stiff feos that ha^re 
plowed and harrowed so^iong to us ; murmi bad lucik to Urn 
thief s breed of the Baldeai^, she'll be breaking her poor oulA 
heart after yes. He bad a feeling breast and ddiirenedi hitnsdll^ 
in his owa way with the most tender sympathy. Hia beast 
adtnowledged the affection of hie master in a wonderful degree^ 
for as soon as he heard his Toioe, pitching himself on his bunches: 
with the utmost activiity^ he was standing stone stitt in two: 
leaps ;. then gruntling and shooting his head ofver his flilu>ulder^ 
they caressed eachv other like two brothers that had met fon the 
first time after seven years' separation. It is supposed tbaA as 
he was wild and light a-foot* he had escaped from his enenomsf 
at some turning,, and gaim»g the open fields their pursuit only 
increased his flight, until with the wind blowing right a-head 
of him, he began to siBell some of his old companiiotis with 
whom he gambolled many a day on the green coasta of Antrim^ 
and thus directed his flying course for them. 

The dam of the young horse M^as a good highlander of a rea- 
sonable size, and for lire and spunk, as the jbdceys term it, was 
behind none other. His sire was a blood horse of McQuillan's, 
and one of the most powerful animals on the sod ever known 
in Ireland, so that the brimmagh for speed and activity was 
well come home on both sides, as the saying is. 

It was with much difficulty that MMlvennan could be sepa- 
rated from his friend, chafing his neck and clapping him, 
frequently asking him questions, as if he could answer all in- 
^fmms. There is bo nation in the woiM so Ibnd of their 
cattle^ chiefly their horeea^ as the Irish, un^Iess the Arabians ;f 



♦'Thewkiiemaref. 

-{- It is not uncommon to see a poor m&n even in the winter season himself in rags, 
and mounted, whether on a tree or the top of his cabin, surveying his horse with 
head and tail erect, encircling the country, snuffing the gale, and passing over the 
fences like an arrow. 



ftfid the xsMflbQ h, that the poor ^shimm and bis beast sxe 
Qonstant jaompaiiaoDs ; he has not high company, licniries or in-f 
Tented pleasures to idirect his attention fi^m his faitfafal com- 
pamon ; be fi»quently lirea in the 9aime shed tvith him, talks 
to him, tells him his grieyancei;, and asks after hku as M^llven- 
nari*did\; this is a manner of fondling and making much of the 
animal, and. seisms to be perfectly underistood, by Mm in turn. 
lUhe officer gave orders to marchj and called to him to come on ; 
atid what will I do with the brimmagh jewel, you know said he, 
if Iletliun go here he will follow uSj and may be the blacV 
guards will get hould of him ^gain achree, so the blackhearted 
spalpeens would ax no better I'm s»re and sartii^ pshtshrew 
pshtshrew-— stand still I say, do you know where you're ^wine, 
JBochil Dhu ?f hallo bas any of yes an ould halter or hay-rppe 
about yes ? ^oh ! and what will I do then ? I'm afeard if I go 
liome with him, 1 could not overtake yes ; but hould, houid, f 11 
^end him home himself— «I say sir, you must keep the very 
same track you came, and when you come to the great big 
water, or 1^ na darragh,| as I may say, yes need not be wait- 
ing for g Jboat^ but just swim through at Culrathain and then 
straight home, an my bennagbt leat musha. || 

After all this digression, and so Mendly a caution to his horse,. 
H^vennan putting his two hands to his mouth and raising a 
sputteting noise let the colt loose, and flinging his hat among 
ins fedt, Raised a whillilu and cry ; the colt fly mg off' with the 
speed pFtfae 'vtrind, soon disappeared in darkness. Atrah, musha 
but 1 had bad luck, said iie^ and now it's just come into my 
litiad that 1 ^dn^ send home these ould martinns,^ for they're 
only '^n incumbrance to me, and if 1 bad tied them to his taiU 
ie iTould have t*ken them homfe to the garloghs or sheelah. 
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*Jf]|iuiie1ieepA<fa|t|iitedvitkii peiaon tha| hud b lurge handfomfe dpg which 
would fawn ti|iQn \is mas^f when he would oall «poQ him .hy an indulgent name ; 
bt should he nient'ion the word raseali he would ilihk away with his head and tail 
<lowii, freqttefttly lotxking hack to Ictiow «vleetfher lie w^ in teal earnest ornoty-ahd ao 
^Vidk f(tfr>thfe gpemla 4teaftiheiit oMhe irratioiial atieciea. 

t*Bkek hof » X ikef Utid Mh. >f| My Meating -be.wHk 'yea. 

^%r^tni''8'ouldatockin|pB wanting t%« feet, Which ate usually wetn hy these li^ho* 
•re oeeessited to trarel through wet ground. 
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^at they v/oixtd keep her legs warm; He received a sfaairp 
reproof for raising such a noise at that particular>juncture» and 
also for his unnecessary delay; but excepting M'llveniian 
alone, there was none other dare have taken those Ubertieis. 

Whether the brimmagh had stopped to feed along the road 
is not known ; but it is possible to think he did, after so much 
fatigue and so long a journey ; however the sun was up b^ore 
he came round the hill at Ballymagarry, which he did as if he 
had been turning one of the sweeps on the Curragh of Kildare, 
his glossy skin shining with the water thro' which he had swam 
some six miles back. As he passed the castle, he neighed 
aloud, and turning, gazed^ about him, snuffing the air, and then 
with a toss up of his heels, took the road again until the sound 
of his feet and the appearance of his cheerful white face, brought 
the family to the door of the cottage, round which he went 
three times with his head erect, and tail turned up ; the long 
hair falling down on his back ; this he did as a kind of salutation 
to them, and afterwards was supplied with some refreshment 
in his own familiar stand. As the colt came across the country, 
all the women, old men and children of the neighbourhood 
flocked after him, seemingly to learn the news concerning their 
friends and property, M*QuilIan led them as near the road 
that the colt came as he could, keeping a close look out on 
every hand, for the horizon was becoming clear and the 
morning fast advancing. They were now oil the top of Knoek- 
anbann, and pretty close to the old Druidical temple^ which 
served in place of an observatory : the troops being ordered to 
halt and one of them to ascend the highest part of the wall, he 
told them that he saw a very large fire, the smoke of which 
began to be perceptible to them all, on account of the bright- 
ness of the morning, and now and then their ears were saluted 
with the neighing of horses, lowing of cows and bleating of 
sheep. Garry McQuillan mounted the old building himself, 
and saw that McDonnell had entrenched himself immediately 
beneath them on a little rising ground covered with furze ; 
the cattle were turned into a large field where they were 
browsing at their ease, save now and then that they would lift 
up their honest front and feelingly utter the impulse of 
nature. 
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iThey had posted a strong guard on the park, and in the 
middle of the intrenchment the red standard of Baldeargh was 
hovering over them like a fiery dragon breathing death and de- 
struction to all opposers. The smell of roasted flesh was 
strongly felt, and some were seen seated along the trench, 
which was of a quadrangular form, others supplying them with 
refreshments : when the cornu was filled and handed about 
from one to another, pledging their great leader the war-cry of 
Bdde^rg^ made the distant mountains echo through brake and 
dell, not escaping the ear of De Borgo and his galldglasses. 
An immediate council of war was called behind the old ruins, 
and Daniel M'Quiilan arose, and addressing the assembly, 
spoke a few words nearly as follows,: 

Our common enemy, my friends, lies securely entrenched 
beneath us, in no kind of fear, I am certain, of an attack, nor 
indeed has he reason ; for, considering the strength of his 
position, the number of his forces, and again, a matter that is 
still greater than any of these : he is encamped in the country 
af our mortal enemy. I mean, Cooey Na Gall O'Cahan, who, 
should we be victorious, might fall upon us when oui: numbers 
»e weakened and in disorder, and thereby annihilate us alto- 
gether. My opinion is therefore this, that we rest here,. or 
rather in the depth of yonder wood, until two of the swiftest 
of our horses carry tidings to our friend O'Neill, of Clanbuoy, 
with whose assistance we might have a better chance of victory. 
J^inn M/Quillan, his eldest son, next addressed them thus« 

Fellow-soldiers and Brothers, 

I must confess that I perfectly agree with my fathei', that 
to fight in conjunction with our friend (yNeill,* might be 
more secure and likewise might give us a gi'eater tjhaiice of 
victory, that is, if he were present ; but must we lie inactive 
^here, waiting for succour, while we behold our enemy coolly 
inarch oflF with the plunder of our country > I think I hear at 
this moment the cries of distress which nrst informed me of 
this unprovocked act of rapacity, nor is there a man present 
who ought not to feel the injury as sensibly as what I do. In 
regard of O'Cahan, I am not afraid of his interference ; I know 

K 
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he is possessed of honpur. 1 have often experienced it when 
we fought him singlj and therefore cannot attribute a dish Ot 
BOurabte part to him in such a crisis as this. Therefore I call 
upon you, fellow-soldiers^ by holding up your left hands, if 
you wish that our enemy should march off with the spoil of the 
fatherless, the widow and the infirm, while you in your right 
hands grasp the swords that so long have stricken terror to the 
* enemies of the Norman de Borgo. If otherwise, raise your 
shining blades to heaven. For myself I say, that had I only 
twenty of my choice galloglagbs, I would attempt it, however 
ineffectual 

In answer to this patriotic appeal, all as one man held up 
their right arms, pointing their gleaming swords to the sky, 
und entreating him to leal them forward. His two brothers 
Garry and Daniel, rose up and said they had nothing to say 
but what he had spoken before them, and therefore the sooner 
he led them to the attack the better. I wish now said he that 
you, Daniel, retire along the west side of the mountain, with 
4me detachment, and if possible gain the bottom of the river 
unperceived by the enemy ; then marching along this stream 
by no means show yourself out of the wood until you are com- 
pletely behind them ; in this position you must remain until you 
see unfurled the eagle of De Borgo ; yes and even until you see 
me engaged, and that their attention be turned all this way ; then 
1 wish you to come on like a thunderbolt, and we shall have 
them between us. To you Garry 1 commit the right wing, 
and desire that like myself you use no weapon save the broad- 
sword, aiid on this occasion let Us imitate our great ancestors 
at the battle of Hastings. A few words to you my dear father, 
and then I'm done. It the entreaty of a child can prevail upon 
you, will you and some chosen ones m horn I shall name Remain 
m this ground and view the battle ; you cannot aid us much 
but should you fall it would ruin our cause. Turning to the 
soldiers who were all well prepared for the action as well in 
body as in mind, I cannot assure you my brave fellows of vic- 
tory, said he, altho' our cause is sood ; but I can assure you 
that I fear no man in the ranks of our enemy, whether in single 
or general combat, and wish you to do nothing only imitate 
my example. You see that my brother with the green cock^ 
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ides has gained tne Wood, and now I call upon^ you all, have* 
f ou swords in your hands ? Yes. Well, behold your cattle, 
and those who have wrested them from you. The standard 
was now unfurled, and all with one shout raised the Irish war 
cry, farah, farah, farah ! It was customary, or rather one of the 
feudal laws prevailing in those days, that the enemy who could 
forcibly take the property of another past three crosses situated 
at a mentioned distance from each other, then became the law- ' 
ful p<Mses8ors of it ; and therefore O'DonneU had placed one 
cross at the Bann side, another somewhere in a central direction, 
and the last beyond the old church at Drumachose. 

At this cross, defended by a strong guard, he had ordered 
his lovely daughter Laura to remain, in order that the troops 
might be more incited to reach the goal. With her were her wait- 
ing maids all seated in a kind of temporary tent, erected from the 
boughs of trees. She was pale as death, and could have wished 
that she had been deprived of sight before that bloody day ; 
for she trembled to think that she might see Finn McQuillan 
and her brothers engaged, one of whom she knew must fall. 
Baldearg and his forces were astonished to hear the war-cry 
(uid see the standard of an enemy^ whom they did not consider 
on the same side of the Bann with them ; therefore the first 
general cry was shirt kateway,* or some such word, which 
signifies, behold the multitudes. 

The next cry, to arms, to arms, and let the word be Laura 
0*Donnell. 



*From this word the hill evBt tfter was called (he Kady, in place of its former 
stine, Knockanbaan. The battle lasted for two successive days although som< say 
^ret ; but I am rather to beleiv« the former from certain indisputable reasons. The 
entrenchment in .which O'Donneil halted, was of a quadrangular shape ; but wh^sr 
ovlginally formed by him I cannot say ; it bears no rtsemblancs to the circular Danish 
fm» which we often see* It has been levelled last season^ and is now under cr^p. 



CHAPTER III. 

** As the sadden rising cf winds, or distant roHuig of troubled seas when some 
dark gh*st in wrath heaves the billows over an isle, an isle tae seat of mist on the 
deep, for many dark brown years ; so terrible is the sonnd of the host moving over 
the field. Gall was tall before them : the streams glitter between his strides ; the 
bards raise the song by his side, he strikes his shield ^between, on ths skirts of t}i& 
blast the tuneful voices rise.** — Oss. 

Finn McQuillan marched forward, commanding the main body, 
while his brother Garry led on the right wing, supported by 
some inferior olBScers of good experience, and as the eniemy 
made a full stop, observing the disposition of his lines, and ex- 
tending hi§ left wing so as to cover the field in which the cattle 
were driven, he attacked them with impetuosity, and drove 
them back over a small stream that empties itself into the Curly, 
at which time his younger brother was warmly engaged by one 
of the Baldeargs, leading on the clan O'Flannagan and the clan 
McLaughlin, two fierce tribes from the south of Donegall, or 
Tyrcpnnel, as it was formerly termed. Garry being fewer in 
number than his opponents, saw his forces about to be out- 
flanked, and by degrees retired a short distance, keeping good 
order' and forming a junction with the rear-guard of his elder 
brother, who was labouring hard in the front of 'his faithful 
Galloglaghs, and encouraging them both by his voice and 
actions. The enemy now collected toward the standard of De 
Borgo, and the spot where Finn McQuillan inch by inch was 
selling his ground to them, heard the*, terrific war-cry in their 
rear. Farah, Farah, Farah ! and turning round, saw the green 
cockades under Daniel McQuillan rushing upon them behind. 
Such an unexpected manoeuvre checked them for a considerable 
time gnd also divided their , forces, leaving the two brothers 
more equal numbers to contend with. Young McQuillan and 
Roderick O'Donnell, each in the prime of life and pride of 
ancient family, were now engaged hand to hand, with two 
weighty broadswords and shields of massive structure. Each 



NORMAN DE BORGO& 85 

before his troops emulated to strike his opponent to the earth,, 
and end the bloody contest ; the powerful arm of McQuillan at 
■ length cleft his enemy's shield, and wounded him slightly on 
the left shoulder; he however retired without any further in- 
jury, bringing off his men with the flag and flag staff of the 
enemy. 

The O'Donnells were plied hard at this time both in front 
and rear ; arid although fighting in the country of an enemy, 
yet from their well laid plans M^Qaillan had hard work to keep 
his ground. Owen Roe O'Donnell the father, during this se- 
vere conflict, kept guard on the cattle ; for he saw that the 
enefiiy directed the fury of the battle toward that place. By 
the decisive blow which Garry gave to his foe, arid by follow- 
ing up his battle, he succeeded in separating their forces, so that 
their right wing occupied the little ridge called Glenchin,* or 
Glencheeri, and their left covered the fortress. Old Daniel 
McQuillan stood on the top of the Kady, an interested specta- 
tor of the prowess and glory of his three sons, and manifestly 
from the w^U of the old building, could see his elder son make 
a strong push for the cattle, calling aloud to his men, now is 
the time, come on and let us force the trenches ; the best farm 
in my father's lands to him who first pulls down the red flag of 
Baldearg ; remember the battle of Hastings and our royal an- 
cestor from Normandy. With a wild shout similar to that of 
victory, they rushed forward and seized the standard, but it 
was well supported on the opposite side by the daring Tyrcon- 
nel and his powerful Milesian tribes, exposing their bodies to 
the swords of their enemy rather than relinquish the colours. 
With a blow of his sword Garry McQuillan cut the flag-staff 
in two, but the top was immediately seized by O'Donnell, and 
a tremendous blow levelled at him that nearly carried off his 
left ear. 

Baniel with his green cockades was forced to make a counter- 
march, being opposed by two intimidating battalions ; one 
headed by Phelim Mulruany, and the other by Cahir Roe 
O'Dougherty, a man of gigantic stature, and long experience 

• • " / 
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• Glenchin signifies tbe head of the glen. 
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in the fields By this retrograde movement he came round otr 
the little town, or rather few scattered houses, called at 
this day Gort Garran,* and without much loss joined his 
brother with a kead miel a faultie and three cheers from 
their comerades ; the pipes and harps altogether striking up th6 
old air, << Musha kead miel a faultie you're coming affain.** The 
three brothers now forming a line from right to left, that is, 
Garry on the right, Daniel on the left, and Finn in the centre, 
prepared for renewing the battle, the minstrels still continuing 
the humorous lilt, ^^ Musha kead miel a faultie well try them 
again/' The words to this air were composed by one of the 
minstrels who was present at the battle of Clontarf mi the part 
of royal Bryan. The immediate subject is that place in whii^h 
Carmac routed Bruadhar a Danish prince, and drove him o£f the 
field of battle, returning from which he received the kead miel 
a faultie of the troops under Bryan* and his brave son Murrogh 
Bocrohoime. 

The wing of Baldearg's army, that had been separated from 
the main body, and which had occupied the heights of Glenchin 
after the commencement of the battle marched off coc^v and 
joined their friends. It was now manifest that the victorv 
was undecided notwithstanding the vigorous efforts on both 



* Gort Garran, or the freedcm of land for the horses ; I have always seen that, 
convenient to every old religious house or place of worship, there is a freedom or g*ort, 
sometimes for a support to it, and often for the purpose of holding their hocses, dur- 
ing the time of divine service, or worship of whatever kind it consisted : and as we 
roust suppose that such houses were thinly scattered over the country, they were neces- 
sitated to ride : but the olci temple on the top of Knnckauhaan, whether of I>niidical 
or Christian date u unknown, being inaccessible to hon»enen, they used this field for 
the above purpose. CR)rtmore or the large freedom, likely to distinguish it from Gort 
oa Garrau ; Gort at Boveragh church, and above that Gort na Boley, the freedom foe 
milking. It is evident that the ruin of which 1 speak was antecedent to Drumachoee, 
from its almost totally defaced appearance. Some bones have been dug up there 
lately, but it could never have been a burying place, being built on a floor of the basalt 
rock in parts scarcely three inchea from the surface. 

. f At the battle of Clontarf, the gleaming of the swords in the sun appeared to those 
at a distance, like the flying of white sea-gnlLi* Bryan reeeiired his deaUi-blow from 
the Dane Bruadhar, as he was reaching for his battleaxe given in token of ^bmiasion ; 
but did not fall till he laid his murderer dead at his feet. Murrogh was stabbed by 
€nutus, a royal Pane, as he was in the act of railing him where ht had faUen under 
his wonnds. 
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4ddes$inoe the early morning. Otven Roe O'Donnell did not 
think that even the discomfiture of his enemy could have stood 
bim such a struggle, but he now found that he had to deal, with 
men of intrepidity and^ perfect experience in war ; and that 
Cooey na 6aU O Cahan had ^ven him a true character of the 
descendant of De Borgo the red earl, a name by which William 
earl of Ulster commonly went. 

He saw that night was coming on and the business not fini- 
shed, he ordered his son Odo to march to the old cemetery of 
Drumachose, and fortify it as well as possible for their night*s 
encampment^ also to escort his sister hither with her maids and 
attendants ; to fit up a place for the wounded, and to have three 
of the largest beeves slaughtered* and a quantity of fuel col- 
lected for the preparation of victuals. As the two parties were 
pretty well fatigued, and exhausted by this day's hard labour,, 
neither had any great wish to commence hostilities again ; they 
therefore occupied the remaining part of the day in burying 
their dead, sometimes within speaking ot each other. Indeed 
there were not many killed in this first engagement, excepting 
what fell at the time the contention was round the standard. 
During the time of interment the bardsi on both sides, as if in 
cumulation, performed in melancholy tone the Irish caoine, ac-^ 
companying their mournful harps with their voice, and over the 
«laih lamenting the fate of their fallen companions. The pea- 
santry of the surrounding villages crowded forward to this dis- 
tressing scene, and could not omit mingling their tears as they 
silently looked on. 

When the last rites were performed to the dead, the bards 
played a farewell, and each detachment resumed its former 
position. As soon as 0*Donnell had evacuated the entrench- 
ment, Finn McQuillan immediately entered it with all his forces 
and thereupon sent an express for his father whom he sincerly 
pitied, standing all day and beholding the doubtful contest, in 
which he was so deeply interested ; but to their inexpressible 
eoQtrition, they saw the enemy drive c^all the cattle not leav- 
ing a single hoof behind. The distance which J^aldearg fell 
hack, might be between two and three furlongs ; npt so much 
thro' necessity as wishing to occupy a strong position in the 
presence of such an adventurous foe : the place which he had 
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t:;li6sen was well calculated for defence against any intruder, 
iiaving a deep glen behind and secured by a tolerable ravine, 
which ran around the graveyard and sejved as an embankment. \ 
Although this eminence was hot remarkably high, yet the 
building was raised on the very pinnacle of the hill, and had 
all the advantages in regard of defence that such a situation 
could possess, as the assailant must ascend, let him approach in 
whatever direction he would. On seeing the cattle driven off, 
McQuillan called to his friends, were they willing with him to 
pursue and renew the engagement ? for I plainly see, said he, 
and so may you all, that Baldearg, from what he has smelt of 
our swords to-day, is afraid to retain his position during the 
night, and therefore assisted by darkness wishes to avoid us. 
We are all as ready to renew the battle now, said they, as we 
were to commence it in th& morning,^and will follow the eagle 
of De Borgo wheresoever he spreads his wings : lead us on, ead 
us on, was the universal cr3\ 

It is better said old Al'Quillan, who had came forward to the 
i^amp, that a few scouts of the Kerns and light armed infantry 
follow after them, hovering about their rear and observe, 
whether in the course of a mile or two, they halt and go inta 
quarters for the night : if so we will not molest them till the 
morning, but should they appear to continue their march, 1 
would advise that the choice of our troops by forced marches 
cross the river Roe, and post themselves strongly before them, 
while every man \\ ho can bear a sword, not excepting myself, 
shall follow them up bt»hin J, and when we know that we have 
them closely wedged between us, let the attack be commenced 
by the rereguard raising the shout, so that when they turn ta 
defend themselves, our advanced guard may throw them com- 
pletely into confusion. To this proposal all unanimously Agreed, 
and the scouts being sent out returned in the course of about 
an hour, bringing information that O'Donnell had retired ta 
the chapel of Drumachose, in which he had placed the wounded, 
and guarded it both behind and before by a strong piquet ; that 
they had chosen a large field in front of the graveyard, into 
which they had put all the cattle, securingthem also by a guards 
and kindling a number of fires about the field ; they saw thein 
also engaged s'aughtering some of McQuillan's largest bullocks ; 
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and that the windows of the building ;^ere sparkling with light, 

Sif a fire was kindled within. Since these things are so» said 
'Quillan, let a temporary camp be erected^ and cattle slaugh- 
tered for the men. They were obliged to drive in some that 
were pasturing in an adjoining field, and have them prepared 
for the troops, so we must do, said de Borgo, as we are done by, 
and if we obtain our own, we can repay them. 

After the tents were well secured by boughs and, every other 
material that could make them comfortable, as also fires kindled, 
and proper guards appointed, they all sat down and feasted 
heartily — come, my brave fellows, said their chief, I hope you 
( will dine with a good appetite on that for which you have 
fought, while others are taking the same liberty on your pro- 
perty, yes, even vsithout thanks, and that at our noses, we may 
say ; btA if to-morrow morning were come, they shall either 
severely account to us for these wrested privileges, or otherwise 
it will be the last dinner to many of us. His words were aw- 
fully prophetic, for to. half these brave fellows it was their last 
meal in this world. If, said he, this day's fight was undecided, 
I hope we will not have the same story to tell at the conclusion 
of to-morrow, for ^we must either return with victory or sell 
our lives as dear as possible to our enemies. 

The night was calm and the sky mantled over with lowering 
clouds,not being illumined by a single star, all nature was hushed 
around, save these ; .the cattle which filled the spacious bounds 
of Gortmore, thinking of their familiar plaints, hills and wonted 
stalls, were uttering their innocent plains in various tones. 
Prom the north the Tons* were roaring like peals of distant 
thunder, and seemed to be sounding the alarm of the bloody 
day that was hastening forward with rapid strides, that day that 
Was to seal the fate of many brave men. 

The hoarse Banshee, with dismal yell, 

Thrice walked the graveyard round, 
And thrice from the ruin on Knock anhaan, 

Made woods and rocks resound. 

« 

* The Tons always loar loudly hefore a storm, and are that part of the sea, which 
Wats over the bar of Coleraine and also at thedisemboguement of the Peyle, 
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'The bowling .wolf from Ej^epuey^i cUtf, 

BoarM wildly through thegale, 
And the shrieldfi^ owl frem Dreenagh* wood 
Told forth the f{ita} tale. 

^ A gentle heart in -^i^rrow tai^k, 

ttuDg ovQj: the ^rast-grQwn tomh, 
And. oft she wifthed fvr thM silent bed^ 
' BiU At wisbri ft night toQ aoAQ. 

> O^Denn^jlU Aug i^all be atained in blood, 

That never wa^ stained befofe, 
;AQd De Borgos' eagle Ihali flap her wing, 

Red, Fed, with McQuillan's gore! 

4 
« 

Vljp^n McQuillan not being well in miu^, from the seeneg of 
*t\^ pa3t day» and alqo frooi other reasons unmentioned bereti 
and "which it would almost be unnatural to introduce in such a 
}^^^ walked put alone and unattended to enjoy the atillne^ at 
the night He was armed with hia broadsword^ and had on a 
military cloak and heln^ient ; it was; eaiiy for him to hear the 
dis^net ^ce of the waich that kept guard over the cattle, eveiy 
one answering and calling to his fellow sentineU and that caill 
ec)lM)ing round the hills ; keeping these men on his right hanii, 
aQ4 M^pi^^Q^ to the leftt he stole quicKly down the little stream 
which occupies a deep glen south of the butying ground^ an^ 

in the church or chapelf of which his bloody enemy was posted 

i f- . «^ > « ■ -i-^-. — jj ■ ^ -- - ^ . ■ ■ ^ . . ^ . ■ . ■ ■ I ■ ■ I 

^ 1%« Ibnaer tMitM of FniUhilK tbe preeeal residenoe of Marcus M'Causlaiid, £sq. 

-{' I am informed that ther^ is a record in the Cathedral of Londonderry^ sli^wiiij^ 

that this ctinrcK was founded in ike year 1B06 : how true H >s^ I will not veniope to 

say, lut think it miglit ha of a|5nger atttading : it bsari ^ewaytr^ in its noTdiiCiSt 

c$xmt th^ nii^iffft j^tLvkf of CronifelVs «|Anon, a sa^hitatipa that be in Kin frve At^ 

raotiNr gitfe to all Catholic hoii^aa of werabip. A* ^bese breaches have never bee^ 

repaired, it is a complete proqf of its never having heen occupied Uy the worsbipperf 

in. any othet religion. It is now above 175 years sinQ| Cromwell came to Ireiand. 

The other day in a neighbouring gentlwnan'iB henae, I bffvelbiiid (helqek and key.ef 

this antique building ; it is of curious and coarse workmanship; its bolt is a small 

; bar of iron nearly two inches in breadth, and one in thickness, .being stocked in glea- 

xWQod oak, balf an inch deep of which is completely decayed, so that it may be -picked 

away by the finger, the key has been weigbty, but 19 greatly corroded by tnst, the 

front part of which from gvating against the bolt is much worn down ; the loek and key 

>weigh nine pounds, ibut formerly I should think n^ust have been more. When t¥e 

bolt is shut, the letters H and £ appears, engraven with a coarse tool, probably the 

initials of the Mechanics' na^ie. .Whether this has been the first lock of the Building 

ja micertaia. 
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tt that tiQllb. Ht faftfd crept through th^ htk^^ i^Mil hie WITi 
ioim^ktely t^lot^ thie yd^d #hi6h <}6^ee«ided in llti abru*pt de^ 
cMty to thfe sff»ot Whdre htt #ii8, atiid f wm an dp(«iifig^ in «h6 
bfii^k p^ilt of thi^ building, hi$ ear i^d$ i^ti^dkdn by th^ gi^anS Of 
^ woutided, to whos^ disttesl^ We mmi suppo^ at that t(me 
they hftd few phyridkttfi i^tlfui enoi&gh to adminiiittt^. While 
he lay concealed here, tWO VOiO^S aJ)p^oaChed hiM in de6p cOfi- 
sultation, and talking of the events of the past day ; it was 
Owen Roe O'Bonnelland Cahir Roe O Dougherty, I had no 
expectation, said the former, that our enemies were s6 mcisterly 
in manoeuvring their forces and choosing the advantageous 
ground both for attack and defence; they made si bold push for 
pur colours, but the reception was too sharp/ for them to abide 
iiB^. To do tbetn justiiie we most confess* they are brave men 
ina were ^% firmly supported by their galloglaghs. I sbou -d 
i^mu^b, said O Dougherty, to m^eet Finn McQuillan in single 
fMnb^t, I think I would stop his rnanaeuvring for one day : Bid 
Ml hear tbat noise among tlie bushes, had we not better ej^plore 
fMHte recesses ? perhaps some of our enemies ^re lUrking about 
l^.olrel'heiar oUr ddiberations. You need be in no fear of that 
Mobd the Other, the business of to-mion*o w hai^g^ too heavy on 
Ibrar kaiids to d^l^w them time for i^uch practices, nor do I 
l^ttk amy of them would baVe the audaiity to mk himself so 
1^ our treiicheft ; I int^ndi however, to give them an early 
ItoOmiiig ctf it if I cm> ^nd With tliat intehtion Imve ordered all to 
la r^tne8{$ for action at brdak of day ; see itfiiit a d^dng 
mxxpi they made to-day id order to get b^ind us^ a rui^ de 
which we mi^ht m?ore ea^ly haire pi*afcti^sed on tbem^ 

TPhey at length returned into the fortress, leavihg this isoli- 
tpi^ young man by himself, and unaccompanied by any, save 
who peopled the regions of the dead, lying h6re free from 
and the rumors of wars, and free from the manifold broils 
ip^ commotions that agitate this lower world. As he lay here 
ftoiost lost in a deep and gloomy reverie, a glaring light spread 
^1^ over a great part of the yard, reflecting from the old lat- 
' lfittdo*i& of the chapel, atid givihg to his view the dii^pld- 
^ state of the sacred ediiice ; the gi^ves that were hea]6ed 
*tog^tlier were all gto^w 0v6r with rank grass atid ri^tUes, 
ijomtttott vegetables of i^ch jJlace^ ; at length he heai'd * 
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number of voices, dnd saw several persons approacli, earrying 
a dead soldier. Six men preceded the body oetring torches, 
and two others bearing his sword and habergeon ; having come- 
to a vacant comer of the yard, they dug a grave, and laying the 
body into it, just in the manner in which he came from the 
field of battle, they afterwards filled up the pit, each looking 
upon his fellow with an ominous aspect. 

The bards then tuning their harps over the deceased, sung 
a long requiem to his manes, and after this doleful scene was 
over, they performed the last farewell or bennacht leat, march- 
ing away in the order in which they came ; armsbearers, torch- 
bearers, and all. 

The last sight that McQuillan witnessed had a powerful effect 
on his mipd, the glare of the sombre light across this silent 
recess of mortality, the old crumbling pile that stood there, ex- 
hibiting in its falling roof and fretted cornice the lapse of time 
unknown ; the two venerable sages hanging over the yawning 
grave, with their beards of snow, the liiild and softening pathos 
of the harp, with the body cgming to meet its kindred dust, 
and that situation in which he himself might be ere that time 
to-morrow, 1 say the sum of these scenes could not but leave 
him in an awful and thinking posture of mind. As he lay here 
pondering over these deep striking pictures, not indeed troubled 
with any supernatural fears, for his heart was as stout as that of 
a lion, be fancied that he heard a profound sigh towards a dark 
corner in the yard, and immediately beside where the soldier so 
lately was interred; turmng himself around he heard another and 
still a deeper. 

** Dost thou not behold Malvina, a rock with ita h^ad of beath ; three aged pinef 
bend from its face ; green is the narrow plain at its feet ; there the flower of the moun- 
tain grows and shakes its white head in the breeze ; the thistle is there alcne shedding 
its aged beard ; ttiro stones half sunk in the ground show their heads of n>css ; the deer 
of the mountain avoid the place, for he beholds a dim ghost standing there. l*he 
mighty lie, Malvina, in the narrow plain of the rock.'*— -Oss. 

From the obscurity of the night he could not easily perceive 
any object, although it might be pretty near him, but still he 
heard a weighty sigh, and if one might trust to conjecture, it 
teemed to be the effusion of a trpubled heart ; can this being 
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tiaid ht be any individual, who overwhelmed with grief, has 
flight this dreary abode to pour out the overflowings of a 
distressed mind, while nought stands by, but a few time-bleach- 
ed headstones, whose low-lying tenants hear not the mourner'a 
tale ; or is there such a thing as the return of any supernatural 
existence to this nether world ? if indeed there is a reality in 
the last idea, it is what i never believed, but shall be glad now 
to have the matter- determined. 

As he said these last words to himself, he arose, and w as re- 
tiring down towards the stream, but immediately hearing a 
light foot behind him, he looked back and saw a slender ap-> 
pearance, wrapped apparently in a white shroud following him 
slowly ; he turned round, and spreading his arms to catch the 
shadowy appearance, it fell cold against his breast ; 'twas Laura 
O'Donnell : s)ie had seen and known him even in the dark, 
when he first come down the river side, and followed him secretly 
wherever he went ; she knew that this would be their last in- 
terview, whether her father were victorious or not, and could 
not leave the spot before she spoke to him. Carl you speak to 
one of the hateful race of O'Donnell, said she, after what they 
have done to your family, to your country and to yourself? 
Was it thus I was treated at the hospitable castle of Dunluce, 
■with my dear Aveline McQuillan ? tell her I have come like the 
basest and most ungrateful enemy^ against the parent who 
nourished her ; against the brothers who supported her ; and 
against her pillaged country ; and what has urged a female 
mind to such revenge? The warmest friendship from a father ; 
the ftincerest affection from a sister ; and both from- — ■ — • At 
this place she burst into a flood of tears, and gently leaned her 
head on his shoulder. The cold of the night air, said he, I fear 
will be injurious to your delicate frame, and stripping his cloak 
from himself, he wrapped it around her. Such trifles, said she» 
cannot be injurious, to her, who leaving the softness of her sex, 
comes out like an Amazon, intent only on blood. Cease these 
severe invectives against thyself, said he, and let us not lose 
pur precious time talking over such disagreeable matters : 1 
am perfectly aware of the compulsion used toward you, and 
have felt very much since I was informed that you were brought 
to a place so unbefitting you. But how could you come alon^ 
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and in ifae douds of the night iiito this l^^on of t)^ dcai, n 
place even appalling to the heart of a tidier ? I cam^, said she, 
attended by my two maids, accompanying the retnaitis of the 
poor soldier ; they are standing beneath yortder thorn, that bangs | 
over the late-made grave, while I walked hither, wishing to I 
meet' 1 know not what ; only fulfilling the chimera suggested 
by a dream which I had to-night. 

And beautiful Laura, said he, were your thoughts composed 
for dreaming, and you sleeping under the open canopy of a 
bed, alone hard enough for the anventurous veteran ? If 1 
would not be counted an intruder, or leather if you would not 
account me importunate, might 1 ask if yodr dream Wsts happy, 
or otherwise ? Did it concern your friends or your enemies ? 
This was an insurmountable interrogation, in answer to whtelv 
she hung down her head, and said she hoped she hiKl few 
enemies ; but I beg you ask no farther than I shall tell yoii, 
my dream is fulfilled in part, and the remainder was rather un- 
pleasant. I thought 1 saw you rolled in j)lood! He smiled at 
this latter part, saying, and wliy ? my sv^eet girl, would yoii 
not like to see the blood of an enemy ? but this means nothing 
more than what I shall do to your countrymen tomorrow. 
Were you wounded to-day, said she ? 1 have been informed 
you were. My younger brother received a Slight scar, said he ; 
but I remain unhurt, excepting an old wound, which I received 
the last time you m ere at Dunluce, and 1 fear It is opened 
afresh to-night. I think, said she, there is some, person not firf 
from us, for 1 have seen two heads above the bill, that bav§ 
iiow disappeared : I wish that you eithei- had not come, or tbat 
you were safely away, for the setitinelis fre^enl;ly patrol the 
circuit of this yard, i have tired your patience, said he, and I 
fear detained: to you too long in the cold ; but it is long since 
I had this happiness, and was led sfome how or other this way 
to-night, scarcely knowing for what or where 1 c^me ; and if 
this interview shonld be our last/-— -^I canno^t leave you, said 
she, interrupting him and dinging to his arm. Her two tabids 
came forward now and whispered to her, that 4he was missings 
and tfctt her brother and oneof thesenfinels it&te searching f^ 
her^ I shall see yon thro* the yard, ^d he. Jf d, no, no, said 
she, putSrtg his cloak about him, leave itie, leal?* me, leavfe me. 
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*nrth^ B%Q spoke in a frantic manner, and walked hastily 
thr^ilgh ^he y^df attended by her maids, uttering as she went 
;f^, 91^1 tailor row. After M^^uillan had departed some few 
}M^3 $e perceived a little dog following him and used many 
fruitlefiis Qxertions in attempting'to send him back. At length 
(Wf ii^g ^hat he could not pervail, he ^ays to him, and almost in« 
iMuntarily, and, my pretty little friend, what shall I do with 
^pU ? Let him follow you, said she, speaking from the other 
fl^Qof the tre^di; she had heard him talking to the animal, 

S^ bar an^if ty least he had fallen in with the guard caused 
r to return-^let him go with you ; 'twas from Dunluce he 
1^61 and has attended me faithfully since ; not all our endea- 
%Vir^ covild cause him to stay behind me on this iJil-fated jour- 
oejr : Ut bim be your aide-de-camp tomorrow. Good night, 
Qjy 4^1^ friend^ utter^Pg the l^t words in a low tone of voice; 
Dighti Duftn • She named him after the castle of Dunluce^ 
f all her happiness centred. As be was leaving the outer 
jpf the fosse that surrounded the yard in the bacK part, and 
Img to the rigbti W^'apped up in his cloak, and meditating 
t^e €vants of ^bat nighty a man leaped before him, calling 
jl4« ^^^ oomes ? 1 ^ th^ spirit of the soilder that was 
|ij^e4 ton-ightf ^^ h^^ ^ping in search of my enemies, stand 
^ gt wbicb SiQ ^t;h^ biesitated a few minutes ; but ccmcluding 
fin aerial beiAg would not press the ground so weightily as 
d|4, he l^^ped Wfore hw a spcpnd time, ^nd demanded in a 
pereiBptpiry tone, who are you ? Ai^ enemy to Baldearg* 
k^p^ grffSiping }m 3wotd and retiring t^p ?teps ; ap enemy 
y BAl4ear^^ roarefi he second a time, and with a spring 
the Jhill of him, rolling his cloak aroi|i34 his left ^rm ; tb? 
<^er, however, with an eiq^ual effort gained the same height, 
^d swor^, to that very name you shall surrender, or your l^te 
k thfi fate of the deceased soldier whom you wii^h to counterfeit 
^ ^ at 1^e$e last words attempted to close upon him. 

g de&nded bifiosolf for some time« with diiEculty be 

jfltew of bim, mA tm. bsigkwmd ; M/t wMdn tbe cither, tbiiikf 

h^Jbad btftali^en kimtelf to flight, rmbed after bim up 

J bttfti'Dm diimrsMiat on^ stroke, as he attempted a 

Hmfi JNi gnndl^ wMb l^m. Steg ^our life &pm m^ 

g, iiid bf^ 1 kmm ywk pisrfoetiy. I scorn to rfotivt i$ 
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at your hands, said the other ; your superiority was accidental, i 
and therefore you should not exult. Well, then, said McQuil- 
lan, I shall teach you a lesson of humanity by giving that which 
perhaps I coul^ not obtain, if in your situation. On what 
private business have you dared, said he, to come so near our 
garrison ? Or is it sheltered by darkness, stealing like the mid- 
night thief that you come forth murderously intent on the ex- 
ecution of some base design ; and also to a place where in the 
broad glare of day you dare not show your face. Dare you 
meet me, said he, tomorrow, single-handed, and decide the . 
affair between our families ? If, said the other, you had been 
victorious, or had me bound in chains, you mifht insult me 
thus, but you certainly rely weightily on my clemency, when' 
YOU would venture to speak in this unsoldierlike manner, I 
hope my answer to your second interrogation will convince 
you that I feared not to declare who I whs, although in the 
presence of an intimidating hero ; in regard of my other inten- 
tions/they alone remain with myself; but I lose time talking 
to, you. Am I not witness to your improper acts in luriiig 
away even this little animal from its owner ? \vas this all the 
plunder you could make, and it even stolen ? I perfectly under- 
stand you, said he, you woiild willingly learn by what means I 
came to him, but this you cannot ; it would also be unbecoming 
a soldier to draw upon an unarmed man as you are, not- 
withstanding you have given ample provocation: but for 
plunder, rapacity, and such unlawful acts, I only refei* you to 
the undertaking on which you came ; and shall hold conversa- 
tion with you no longer, until 1 meet you tomoirow in a better 
condition to answer me. 

So saying, he walked off, having restored the weapon. 

My poor little Dunn, said he, our journey seems to-night to 
be often impeded ; and have you followed me in preference to all 
your old acquaintances ? You have indeed followed me through 
peril, and I fear much, that our journey in Me may be attended 
with more; however, for the sake of your mistress, and your 
own &ithful attachment, J shall endeavour to niiake you as 
happ)"^ as possible. Discoiirsing to his little companiop in this 
iainner, he arriv^ at the entrenchment, and was sharply 
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questioned on his first appearance by the sentinel who he was, 
presenting at the same time to his breast a naked cranuil.* If 
it should be Owen Roe Baldearg, said he, would you be much 
afraid ? Arrah, by the island of Raghery, said the other, if it 
was Owen Roe the devil I wouldn't fear him, but should give 
him the length of the cranuil ; for they say that iron is good 
for making the ugly thief take to his pumps \ 

' The sentinel was MMlvennon, who bawled out as soon as he 
knew him. Arrah thunderanouns. Mister McQuillan, is that 
you? May I never heat sheet or blanket with Sheelah, my 
own callien Roe, but we have been lucken for yes these two 
strucken hours, and your father is as mad as buck or bear, 
thinking, as I believe; that he will never see you ; but I tpuld 
him twenty times, so I did,, that dwowl a morsel of fear there 
was of yes, so long as you had a slashing broadsword at your 
^e, dangling down to the heel of your brogue by the powers. 
Och mannam yes, did you see the ould capul bawn any where 
0tk your tramp, for Tm some how or other afeard that §he*ll be 
starved with hunger achree ? Musha good luck to yourself, 
flgty bochiel more, you have got a crawling clarepagh of maddv 
^g with yes. May I ax where you have found that blood- 
|i|irsty animal, or that starved winder of a dag that I see creep- 
ihg after yes like a whitteret? by the tether-stake of Baconf 
TBta Bo, I wouldn't give Driver for nineteen dozen of him so I 
irquldn't a halljagh. Do you know does he hunt by the heels 



y^* The cranuil was a kind ot twQ-e4gecl lance worn hy th^ Irish, iii the liandliag of 
whieh they were very e^pt^U ^ 

^ Eicon na Bo, or the cow-s tether slake, is a lofty rock, standing like a Colossus 
in the margin of the sea, near Bkron Bruce's castle, co. Derry ; there is an old tradi- 
tlesi'in that neighhonrhood, that inatin^e of famine a poor widow womaowho had her 
Uml\y »jck, and travelling along the shore one day, in the depth of affliction, was 
lltt^ping, because she had not a drop of milk to wet the hearts of her poor children, 
^y author said, but looking to the rock she saw a fine moiled cow standing tied to 
rith a large udder dropping the milk ; on which she procured vessels and milked 
Lmll full, the cow coming every day tp the rock, and filling all the vessels that she 
I find. At length, said my author, with innate anger, some blaggard had the 
^y. to bripg a bottomless vessel to her, at the appearance of which she leapt into 
^pea with a loar, and disappeared for ever. 
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or tile liose, far I doii't see tliat |ie has the co\(By jinkikk biijliin ? 
but dwbwl a hfeel or nose we Have to nuht, jewel. ^ 

■ * • • I ' ^ / 

The arrival of Finn M*Qiiillan at the fortificatidn dreated 
universal joy ; every individual, from the loweist in rank to the 
highest loved him, and under no other banner woiild they wish 
to encounter a dangerous enemy sootier than his ; he wks cool 
in the midst of danger apd merciful to his most inyeterate foes, 
as was unanimously shewn tHat riijght. 

In battle his eye was that of an eagle in choosing the most ad^ 
v^ntageous ground for his naen ; but he was not possessed of 
all that bodily strength of which his younger brother was, al- 
though few swordsmen could meet him with dn^ safety in the 
field. Daniel the second son had been from a boy employed m 
studying the dead languages, and together with an intelligent 
scholar, was an able commander ; indeed it wa^ evident tliat 
these yourtg men retained something of their great ancest6rs> 
but were not without their common share of alloy and human 
failings mote than their fellowbrethern of mankind, 

Finn McQuillan was ask^d by his father, on what business 
he had been that detained him so Jong out? Indeed, said he, 
I, consider ;t was in the highest clegree impolitic, while we are 
in the neighbourhood of our enemy that you should hazard 
your life, and not only your own but still more, the lives of 
your contrymen, by going out unattended in the night ; for 
wKeh we had such difficulty to stand our ground to-day with 
all our commanders, what must have been the consequence, 
had one of them been taken oflF? When his sword m as ex- 
amined which he brought in with him, sofhe sparks of blood 
were seen on it near the handle ; but this on recollection was 
from his own hand, and plainly told where he had been, and 
also that he had had a rencounter with one of the above family. 
His sword had nothing more particular, save that it was remark- 
ably rusty, as if it had been bi'ought from some temple dedica- 
ted to the double-faced God, tjiat was unopened for five cen- 
turies. In throwing off his cloak he observed that the gold 
clasp was gone, on which the arms of his- own family were en- 
graved, and also the likeness of his grandfather in miniature, 
lor whom he was called, and whom he resembled in a most 
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f^^^flg WMF- If *v® ^ ^^* ^^ ^? % strug|rle, said he to him- 

me and tneri^rdre it ^as impossible, 1| occurred to mm now 
^hpi^ pp^sj^ljr' it might be, and if so, said he to hidj^lf, it is 
owiywhetel could aiwkys wish to b^^ 

Having givep strict orders to the sentinels that they should 
have a sharp look ou£ for the enemy toward morning, as he 
expected they wbuld endeavour tb come upon tjhe camp by- 
surprise, Ke walked b lit again, biit directed his course i^thar 
toward the moiintain, all the while ruminating on the disastroiis 
events that must happen the ensuing . day. The sharp and 
vigilant voic6 of the wolf-dog, as he kept guard over his help- 
Idtes charge, was audible, to him, and also the howling of wolvfes 
tHat, disappointed of their prey, were forced' to keep the depth 
of Uie wood, and express their rage by yells, adding horror to 
the darkness of natiire. Well, sdd he to himselfj I jSnd that 
every being, whether rational or irrational, has its enemies; 
some indeed throu;;h necessity, and some only from wanton- 
ness and cruelty ; but they who have been the unprovoked 
cause of oiirJate distresses, are certainly cuipabie iri the eyes of 
aSIiust men, 'and I would suppose are unfitting to eh 
SMd of battle, either now or ariy other timel 

"^ut Nathos was on Erin's shore surrounded by night ; he heard the voice of the 
foe amidst t]ie roar of tumbling" waves — silent lie heanl their vdice and rested on his 
s^ear. ' Slorhihg rc'se with ib beanie, the sons of Eriii appear like grey tocks^'witli' 
sUrtlieir tresis, they spreaci alQug the coast, ' CairBar stood 'ih' thie midst ; he grTii% 
smfled'wheh he saw the fo3."^-Oss. ^ * 

Hesnerus, the evening star, was now verffiria: above the west- 
ern horizon, and from its twinkling beams seemed sinking to 
res|; ; Jbut soon it (Sijpged from Ms si^t and left the sfeej^jng 
"^Srldf sunk in silent night, l^fre whistliiig sound of tile g^ 
iwk s wing, roused from its eyrie by someT surprise, and swbop- 
ig oyer 111^ heM^ was onp of his noeturhar companions ; but 
Iflmbugh these^^sdene^^ w&e agreeable to his mind at any other 
tune, yet m the disposition in whicn he was, they passed by un- 
sefyed. As he had by this tinxe got a cpnsiderabre distanx^ 
l^o'ss the cotiiitnr, leaving the' distinct hum of the camp^^ he 
^iJpgpL^d to ipoK^ ijli^^^ where his enemies "were, 

saw "the figlif of torches passing backwai^'and fof ward as 
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if in the act of some hasty preparation. He imtnediately cOifi- 
jeetured what all this bustle meant, being partly apprised of it^ 
where he lay concealed in the grave-yard. He had no other 
alternative than hurry back and get the garrison in a position of 
defence as soon as possible, which was not easily nor speedily 
accomplished ; for one half of them being appointed to stand 
in readiness while the other rested, so that they might not be 
taken by surprise, even should the foe wish to steal a march 
on them, had just retired to sleep ; he did not wish to throw 
them into a panic by shouting or running furiously into the 
entrenchment ; but slacking his pace as he entered it, walked 
coolly up to his two brothers and whispered to them to get out 
the men and have them under arms as soon as they could, for 
he feared that O'Donnell had an intention of taking them by 
surprise. Accordingly all being made sensible of what they 
supposed was the intention of the enemy, they were ordered to 
line the brakes and ditches, for more than a furlong in advance 
of the station which they occupied. 

Old Daniel McQuillan was left in the camp with some ot the 
troops, his son Daniel commanded the advance guard and each 
of the others, Finn and Garry took a right and left, extending 
their detachments in advance of the central ambuscade. They 
were not long posted in this direction, waiting in profound 
silence when they heard the trampling of horses and men making 
directly for the entrenchment, which they had so lately eva- 
cuated, and in v,hich there was kindled a. large fire of timber 
that cast a reflection to the adjacent hills ; this caused O'Don- 
nell to believe that they were only keeping watch within the 
fosse, and by no means expecting him at such an early hour, 
altho' the morning was advancing with hasty strides. Before 
he left the the old church, he had sent his daughter Laura O' 
Donnell with a small detachment to occupy the post below the 
place which she had done the day before, this was the last of 
the three crosses, past which, had they been able to bring the 
property of their enemies, the feudal laws then prevailing in 
Ireland confirmed them in the possession of it ; and in order to 
encourage them in this last effort, he proposed her to him who 
should first bring to that station the head of any of the M*Quil- 
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lans. At this place was erected a large cross with a bough of 
holly bound to the top, and beside it under a branch of the 
sarne^ with her two maids, was seated pale and wan, young 
Laura O'Donnell, more like a corpse than the bridal prize of a 
conqueror. Perhaps many females would have been proud of 
this distinction, being considered as even exciting the troops 
to victory, but it was much otherwise with her, for she knew 
that to whatsoever side the victory went, it must wring h€fr 
heart, being bought by those lives which she esteemed more 
precious than her own. But ho\v could she endure the sight, 
should the victor come to demand her as his reward, yes the 
exulting victor, having his hands stained in the blood of him 
who wrapped her in his cloak the preceding night, and purpo- 
sed even at the risk of his life to convey her to the door of the 
chapel. No said she, before I survive the sight, before I be in- 
sulted by the murderer of you, brave McQuillan, may I lie low 
and forgotten as the remains of the poor soldier whose inter- 
ment both you and 1 witnessed last night ! 

But a tnournful cry from tlie mountain cume, 

And echoed through the glen, 
It told a tale to Laura*s ear, 

Yes, told it again and a^ain : 

*Tvras the hollow moan of the death Banshee, 

That arose on every blast. 
It lamented the fate of many a youth, 

Whose final die wa» cast. 

This day with the rosy dawn of morn. 

You gallantly stride along, 
But ere the sun will kiss the west 

I shall howl your funeral song. 

The maiden sits in Tyrconneirs hall. 
With a spark of hope in her breast, 
' But this night I shall shriek at her lattice pane^ 

, Your lover is sunk to rest. 

No tender bosom received his head. 

When the crimson current flowed, 
But the gravelly sod whereon he trod, 

\Vas his last and bloody abode : 
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The patient mother at dark Lunluce 
Sits sighing for her son ; 
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But a di&mal yell to. ber ear shjall tell 
His final race is run. 

Now gentle spouse ah ! liusl» your babes, 

^ni commend ibem to him on high, 
For your William is laid in his gory b^d, 

I have heard bis latest sigh. 

Daniel McQuillan being posted in the way direqtly thrppgh 
which O'Dohhell intended to pass, and aided by the ^ark of the 
night, fell furiously upon him swor^ in hand ; theip ^y^s t^ing 
dazzled by the light before them, \}e drove all into ponfusjop, 
fofcing their front back upon th^ijr rear; hui a$ th?y saw now 
that he had but a few men, they isalliecj with i^ouplip vigour^ 
cjharging him hotly botH front and flank, whicli shp^clk he siis- 
taiiijed with great intrepidity, until he s^w by the \]^^% ih^% 

{iifeceded the rishig sun, his. two brothers hemmlp'g therni close^^ 
y in behind ; a dreadful carn^g? ji^ie ensued, just as ftjB ^Jor 
ijic^us lamp oif day gurmqunted the ppaks of those mpiintains lyju^ 
easterly from the country of O^Cahap, yiith all tlie s^^epjity ^na 
beauty of a winter morning, returning to chei?r the drbbpirig 
earth and renew the promise made to fallen man, by the world's 
great architect, that promise of the return of day and night. 
As the watchful sentinel darts upon the nightly robber, or on 
him engaged in unlawful acts, so darted upon them the har- 
binger of day, about to report at even to his mighty author 
these scenes of bloodshed, slaughter, and rapine. Each leader 
strode over the bodies of his fallen friends and enemies lying 
indiscriminately together, urging forward his men and manifest- 
ing an example in his deeds, that the most laboured oratory- 
could not pourtray to those around him. 

The war-cry of Baldearg was reverberated from hill to hill — ^ 
stand to the colours— suppprt the flag — maintain your ground 
to an inch — remember the honour of great Tyrconnell, and 
Owen Roe O'Donnell. On the other side, stand to the eagle 
of De Borgo ; she spreads her wings to defend you, remember 
the battle of Hastings and the invincible sword of William 
the Norman. Vengeance! vengeance! shouted old Daniel 
McQuillan, vengeance and the redress of our wrongs las he 
rushed forward brandishing a weighty Bailie na sluadgh around 
his head, and waving his arm aloft, called aloud to his gallo- 
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;lbghs : Coftie on, come ori, my brave fellows, and witness tho 
eeds 6f ^n old man. All the forces of M/Quillan were now 

engaged to a tnan, hand to hand with the enemy, and as the 

imrbdrtal Hohier says— 

" So helm to helm, so crest to crest they lhron;j:. 
Shield urged on shield, and man drove man along." 

The actions of this veteran inspired all who saw him, dealing 
deiitn on every side with the terrific weapon, until ho met with 
a stout opponent in Owen Roe, who with a spring seized on the 
in^trotnent of death^ and grappling each other by the gorge» 
fotli fell to the ground, when O'Donnell, who was rather the 
youngeir and niore vigorous of the two, rolled uppermost, and 
dmwing a .i^keoh-fadd* which hung in a scabbard at his side, 
was about to end the contest, but three fingers off his sword 
fism^ that instant were carried away by the blow of a sabre ; 
ana^ neariiig ^ cry— the flag of Baldearg is down, he sprung to 
Iv^fept, and defended himself bravely in his retreat; but his 
he^net, ty the strolce of a sword aimed at his head, was divided 
in two where it lay on the grouriU. 

The coiiflict neaf to the colours of O'Donnell had been 

' - • • ■ - . 

doubtful for a long time, and was bravely supported on both 
sides until Roderick 0'l3onnell fell covered with wounds : this 
Kaviifg dfi^pirited his followers, and the flag being lowered, the 
^titlre iihe that had obstinately and sullehly maintained their 
fflrotind ih'Cii by inch, how gave way, and a general route ensiled 
mil light to left, the McQuillan's pursuing, and hacking, knd 
filktightenng, until the flying and scattered wings of fialdearg's 
iaigh forced the^ into ^ solid body neiar the 6ld chapel, 

trhfere thfe dittle were defended by a strong guard ; these thtey 
)Hh, krid kUo the detachment at the last ctoiSs, tvhi'ch 
k ffew yetei-ians, and how tHey stood all together pre^ 
0fkh.f6T thfe Idst engagement, arid determinedly S^aitin^ the 
^^^diichi bf their ^enemies. The strcceik of the fast cbhAict W^i 
i\y iiWirig to the manner in which Finn McQuillan orgaftr 
1^3 bis men, taking the assailants in th^ir own net ; although 
bS' soldiers could maintain their ground more heroically in the 



% 



Tbc iskcon-fadd, or lon^ knife, was a weapon in form of a carving knife, but two- 
nidged like a lance, and was used by the Irish when in short holds. 
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moment of doubt than what they did. However, the troops 
having breathed a few minutes, and Finn M'Quillan having 
mounted a little eminence that rose in the centre, called aloud: 
My brave countrymen you have not deceived me to-day, I 
was personally a witness to the deeds of each individual ; we 
have taken vengeance in part for the ills which undeservedly 
we have suffered, and I doubt not but our formidable enemy 
would at this moment be happy that he had neither crossed th^ 
Bann nor the Foyle. Before you, on the bloody turf, lies a noble 
young soldier, Roderick O'Donnell; he fought like a lion against " 
us, and when he fell he fell in the bed of glory, being covered 
by the standard-bearer and flag : we will, in honor of himself 
inter him as a soldier of his rank ought to be interred ; for, my 
brave fellows, the struggle not being finished, we know not who 
may return the humane act to us in the evening. As there 
remains part of the work yet to be done, and perhaps as difficult 
a part as that which we have achieved, I call upon you all in 
the name of your country, your parents, your wives and tender 
infants, to strike the blow, ayd not have it told by future ge- 
nerations, that Baldearg victoriously carried off our spoils or 
that the walls of this old bloody cemetery witnessed the eagle of 
De Borgo crouching to the bloody flag of Owen Roe Baldearg. 

By the cave of Dunkerry, said M*llvennan, I see the ould Capul 
Baan, and some ugly hangman rascal riding upon her : bad luck 
to the shambling cullion. Och Mister Maqueelen, will you let me 
go down and knock the brains out of the imperant scavenger, and 
ril be back before yes would bliss yourself three times in Irish, 
jewel. We shall all accompany you, $aid Al*Quillan, smiling and 
waving bis sword around his head, called, now for the cattle and 
M^llvennan s Capul Baan. From right tp left and from van to 
rear, jbbe war cry farah ! farah ! farah ! was uttered, and that as- 
sisted by the brazen-lunged trumpets and ancient cornua, rattled 
like a peal of thunder through the old building ; then entering 
the tall oaks of Dreenagh, travelled pp the streams of the Curly* 

* The .Curly< is a little stream having its source in the back part of that hill now 
called the Kady : on the northern bank was a large fort •ailed Dunmore, erected by 
the Danes; it gets its name I believe from the roughness of its current, occasioned by 
t^e beds of gravel, basalt, aqd sandstone over which it passes : it then, after some 
windings, paysK-its tribute to the Eoe by mingling its waters with his. 
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to its source. Little Dunn, (I mean the dog tkat aloaost un- 
accountably had attached itself to him the former night,) kept 
as closely by him through the day ; and notwithstanding all 
the difficulties with which he was surrounded^ remained unhurt 
even when many a brave man fell both on right and left. The 
O'Donnells, with their allies, commanded by Cahir Roe O' 
Dougherty, awaited them with all the coolness and determina- 
tion of an enemy, resolved either to conquer or fall in the 
field. , ^ 

The two lines closed from one extremity to the other, barrica- 
ding the front of each with heaps of slain ; there was no ma- 
noeuvring or taking the advantage on either side, but what the 
i arm of flesh or the all-attempting spirit of man could do was 
not wanting. The cattle were now left undefended, or even 
looked after, for all were engaged in the mortal conflict. They 
crowded together, and from their lowings testified their inno- 
cent dread of the deadly carnage that reigned around. Owen 
Roe mounted an old bended thorn, that grew in the front of 
the church,* and called aloud to his forces, the day is our own, 
I have dyed my sword in the blood of McQuillan your enemy ; 
on, on, 1 say, and bear forward the red glory of Baldearg, that 
never returned unless victorious from the field of battle. He had 
wounded Daniel M'Quillan slightly, which in part authenticated 
Ms sayings, but it only served as a stimulus to him in the sequel. 
It was now the three brothers against O'Dougherty and the 
two brothers, and old Daniel against Owen Roe; sword to 
vsword, foot to foot, and shield to shield. The contest had 
j wrought down the hill, the Baldeargs driven by the others, 
though sullenly urged, and what was still more wonderful, 
fven unknown to themselves. Poor Laura O'Donnell was 



* The last eng;agement between the rival clans of 0*Donnell and McQuillan, was 
^Intght in the field of Gortmore, lying north of the church, and approaching even to the 
.irall of the graveyard ; the O'Cahans were said honourably to have stood by with their 
fierce Gallogloghs, and witness the well contested strife ; although they could have 
imed the scale lo whatsoever side they pleased. In the storm of battle, it is told by 
old man that the chiming or ringing of the swords against each other, gave a hor- 
Ibte grandeur ta the scene. 

N 
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left alone with only her maids, and could easily, from h^r station 
beyond the little brook, see the battle wbieh, A^m reasons per- 
fectly known to the reader, was to her c^ all other sights the 
most appalling. Alas ! she had not known of the faU of her 
brave brother, whose Uood lay (Miten and dotted on tbe spot 
where he fell : no, these doleful tidings Were not known to her, 
and perhaps at that crisis it was much better ; the only sight 
that engaged her attention, was the white plume of Finn 
McQuillan, waving over all their heads, and forming a signal 
which the troops followed with as much avidity as thej^ did 
the Norman eagle ; I will not say had either her brothers or 
father been as conspicuous as he, but perhaps her attentibn might 
have been as much attracted toward them, and may be more; 
however, there was something of pity to be retained in a people's 
cause who were contending for their own rights, and those of 
tlieir country. In regard of the white plume, it was one w^rought 
by her and her fair friend Aveline for him, during the h<di- 
days at Dunluce : they had formed it partly from the feathers 
of domestic fowl, and partly from those sea-fowl that deposit 
their eggs in the cliffs over-hanging the ocean near to the castle 
Finn M'QuiUan at that time, though young, was much elder 
than either his isister or Laura O'Donnell, and was about enter- 
ing as a volunteer the army of great O'Neill of Clanbuoy. The 
plume was white as becoming a young soldier, and being beauti- 
ful to the eye, was as well known by its gentle fabricator ; but 
at the time of its construction she little thought it would 
Home forth nodding slaughter and devastation against her 
father, her brothers, and her country : but it came only in 
defence of its rights, as I said before, and she from her heiart 
Was fully disposed to give all justice in that case ; and if there 
was any other cause why Laura kept her eye so steadfastly 

ifixed on it — — 1 leaVe it to my readers who are much 

better arbiters in such matters than I can pretend to be, to 
judge ii\hat that cause was. The plume of Daniel was 
green, and that of Garry a mixture of the two — white and 
green ; each wore a weighty target on the left arm, and a brass 
^rslet having a red cross depicted on the right breast ; which 
cross all the descendants of the De Borgos wore, as represent- 
ing their alliance to Robert Duke of Normandy, son to William 
the Conc^ueror, Owen Roe Baldearg, and his three sons, wore 



r«d I plumes af being cbai^cteristic to their name ; each of them 
s^sQ wa$ huTpefs^d with weighty helmets and targets, as was 
aLfifo O'Dougherty. It was customary then to wear a sword 
with a basket hilt^ that epvered them a considerable length up 
the arm, sind the^e weapons were so highly tempered^ that 
when the bearer would draw a circle around him on any kind 
of a pavement, the point of the sword was followed by a trai n 
of fire like that proceeding from gunpowder, and with such 
armour the tivo rival families were equipped. 

It aj^eared inow on both sides, that tl^is conflict* must end 
the mortal fray, and the god of war in dreadful serenity held 
the bloody scale poised in equilibrium over their heads nearly 
to noon. Cahir Roe O'Dougherty brought up a column of 
fierce mountaineers, and by a vigorous effort penetrated the 
enemy's lines, which to that moment remained immoveable : 
this bold enterprise was achievedat the expense of many brave 
men on both sides ; the business being carried chiefly by their 
battle axes. As Finn McQuillan in the commencement of the 
engagement occupied the right wing, he, together with the de- 
tadiment which he commanded, was cut off from the main line 
and warmly plied until he was driven down nearly to the bankf 
of the river ; so that Laura could no longer behold his snowy 
(Cjrest tossed about his head in graceful sublimity. Whether 



♦ We often hear of many and hard fought battles in the present day, as certainly 
there are, but in times so far hack as those in which I am speaking when chivalry 
was in all its glory, and a warrior ever after branded as a coward, should he yield the 
irietory to any force, there is not the least shadow of doubt, but the slaughter must 
kave been greater as well as the contention more arduous or rather deadly. Gaii- 
powder -and the use of fire-arms were received at this time, but had not become so 
commou that these ferocious chieftains either knew how to use, or had an opportunity 
of using them. Arrows served them in place of guns, but almost all difficulties were 
carried by the sword, or war axe. 

f At the commencement of the battle, it is said that an officer finding that he could 
pot do so much execution mounted, alit and leading his horse to the bottom of Dretnagh 
jfen, in order that he might there be safe and ready for him after the fight, tied him to 
airoe thitt grew beside a deep slough, but he never returned to untie him, and the 
jlirte was i^terward^ found engulfed in the swamp and bound in the maaner in wkick 
}m lud bf^n left. 
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Cahir* had an eye on this brave man s head, by producing 
which to Owen Boe he was to obtain the hand of his daughter, 
I cannot venture to say, but by a single roan of ordinary 
strength, the task would have been dangerous ; and again by ns 
other means could he come so unnaturally to her aroctions at 
that proposed. 

The Gallogloghs of Dalriadagh stood firm to their leader, play- 
ing well their weighty axes, and though fallingf fast, seldom 
came to the ground before they returned a mortal wound to their 
enemy, but any disinterested spectator might well see that they 



* Cahir Roe O'Dougharty was a mam of more than Ordinary stature and 'a good 
soldier ; be was not the celebrated Cabir, whose ponderous fword is reserved in the 
court house of Londonderry, and together with the cky macebOrne before tke judge at 
every assizes, but being the identical name even to the appellation of Roe, I must 
suppose he was nearly allied to him. 

-)- The reader may judge of the carnage of this battle, when I tell him that the bones 
eollected off the tilled land in after ages when piled agninst the wall of the church, 
reached near to the eve : before ever I saw Drumachose I have heard of these bones, 
and the person who informed me supposing they were the common bones of the yard, 
imagined as a reason of their being heaped up here, that the earth was of a nature 
not to decay them soon enough ; they were however buried afterward, and last season 
being something curious regarding so many stories that I had heard told concerning 
them, i took with me another person with a pick and spade, and being directed by 
the Sexton, we iu the space of two yards aquare, raised fourteen or fifteen skulls, and 
a vast number of thigh arm, and leg bones of a very large size ; some of' the skulls 
were dinged inward as if by stones, others were split right across, a!id in others I could 
visibly discern the cuts of a blunt instrument which I suppose to be the Tuatha Cathan 
or axe of war, an instrument used in those times chiefly by strongmen, as some of the 
foregoing notes shew. One of the skulls, on account of its size, I brought home and 
kept in my bed-chamber a few nights, but by the continual solicitation of a female in 
the house, was obliged to return it to its companions. I broke it before I sent it away, 
and at the back part of the head where it was thickest, found that it measured nearly 
half an inch in depth. At the opening of the skulls, and where they weie serrated on 
each side, I found there was no ossification, but one part separated from the other 
with ease ; a surgeon has since informed me that this was a proof that the men were 
young, as in old men they become completely ossified and solid : that one which I 
brought home with me, however, had no apperaace of serrature, but was hard as iron. 
If I am wrong in this remark, or if my terms are inapplicable, I hope those who are 
connoisseurs will pardon me, as I confess that I am out of my depth when discussing 
any length on this subject. In the making up of a ditch about sixty years past 
through the field of Gortmore, the labourers came upon a pit of bones some perches 
ki leagth, which aadoubtedly west the bones af men who fall in the same battle. 
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were oppressed aad contending against a superior force. O' 
Dougherty and his forces followed them hard up, shouting the 
war-cry of Baldearg, and hemming them into a large precipice 
that formed the bank of tlie river ; here McQuillan mounted a 
little green hillock, seeing that his life was sought by almost 
every axe or sword that could aim a blow at his head, and being 
engaged by two pike men whom he laid beneath him, he was 
rushra upon by O'Dougherty, the troops being engaged de- 
fending every man himself: they were permitted to finish the 
contest between them, the result of which was, that Finn 
McQuillan's white plume, together with himself and a bloody 
sword, broken in two shares, lay prostrate beneath the victory ! 
The crest which had nodded so sublimely over his shoulders 
since the morning, now lay bedaggled in gore, and little Dunn, 
that sat on an adjoining eniinence during the conflict, now came 
forward whining, and putting its nose to his mouth, howled most 
piteously. He in the agonies of death broadly opened his eyes 
on his faithful animal, then turning his head closed them forever. 

The contest had at that time become very sharp near to the 
body, the conquerors wishing to carry it off, and the others 
protecting it ; and poor M*llvennan who had stood by him since 
the twilight, on seeing his valiant commander fall, roared out 
his sorrows, and howled the caoine over him, accompanying it 
with all his praises, his feats of heroism in the field, his generous 
and beneficent deeds to the distressed ; and last of all, a shower 
of bad-lucks, marafasties, and murrains, to take off the bad 
breed of the Baldeargs, and their ill-begotten slieught ; then 
natching u]^ a battle axe, rushed into the tumult, and layed 
round him like a madman. 

Dunn now made his way to the church, and not finding his 
austress there, he crossed the little brook to the place where she 
sait with her maids, who on seeing him come forward drooping 
and crouching down at her feet, Knew all was not well, for [she 
heard a short time before the war cry echoing through the glen, 
ioid knew it was at some' important crisis. 

* She did not, however, remain long in this awful suspense, for 
hewing a second shout of victory from her countrymen, shi^ 
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$Byr\hem approaching ber with Cahir Roe QTDougherty at theic 
head, and bearing the dead body of a soldier to this plaee, 
being the goal of victory — 'twas the body of Finn McQuillan, 
his head was hanging down, bis eyes closed, and the white 
plume which her own hands had wrought* dragged ia the mud. 
6he rose up to meet him with a wild aiid unsettled look in her 
eyesy saying, my dream is fully verified now ; then hanging over 
him for some minutes, as if more clpsely examining his features, 
during which time not a word, not even a single tear escaped 
her ; but with her white hands clenched together, bearing in 
her countenanc despair, pity, and inconsolable woe ; she faiwd 
her head, and uttering a shriek as soon as her eyes niet those of 
O'Dougherty, frowning from under his steel casque ; with her 
head averted, she waved her hand that he s^nd his myrmidons 
might retire^ and did not leave oif waving so long as diey wen 
in view. Then gently stretching herself by his side, with her 
cheek to bis, and drawing. her veil* over their faces, she seeioued 
to sink into a profound rest, out of wMcb her attet^ants did 
not wish to awake her for a considerable time; but when they 
ventured silently to 'withdraw it^ alas ! the spirit of Laura was 
j9ed to meet that of her friend^ in a brighter region and more 
serene atnpiosphere, where there is unsullied joy for evermore. 

At the time of this fatal catastrophe, Garry McQuillan, with 
bis brother Daniel, had fairly turned the right wing of 
Baldearg*s army ; and so hardly were they pressed, that Qwen 
Koe« with .the detachment that he comipaanded, was obliged to 
seek shelter in the church, and parrowly missed having his head 
severed from his body as he entered the door, by the back stroke 
of a broadsword, which coming in contaQt with a splid oak 
frame, was shivered to pieces, leaving a deep dash in the 
timber. As Garry and his brother :were rfetwning from this 
chai;ge, they heard the w#r-icry sliQuted by O'JDtovi^herty's fpi*Ms 
near to the Curly, and which om^nou^y jinformed thetn t^at 
some important point :had be^ gained agwibt their brotbar, 
who alonfei and tinsulitt^ froqa any succQUr^si, was contending 
against numbers since the moiiniiag* 
-* — — — - — ■ — - — — — -— — — • — ' ' — — ^ 

* Th« vt3 wiw vtrorn ohly by iftarried ladies, but she choiose t)h thih tnelantkoly 
£' o«east6ii to AStfaliie tt. 
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Otory M*Quillan knew his brother's high - character as a 
G^l^raL and also his excellence in the use of the broadsword ; 
but, at the same time, he feared his coming in contact with 
tfte powerful arm of Cahir U'Dougherty, who like a second 
Achilles, seemed to court him to an engagement from the com- 
lAeneement As often as he saw him press upon his brother, 
hfe was heard groaning, and seen often to revert the eye so long 
as they were in his sight, apfiarently wishing to exchange places 
.with him, but all in vain. He was a man who in point of 
agility or person^ strength feared no man ; and often, as is 
fecjtientiy the case with young men, longed to have a bout 
#ith the fbe, in order to know what he himself could do. In 
the midst of their doubts and anxiety for their brother, and 
Cferteinly doubt in such a case, to a feeling mind, is worse than 
iWlity : I say in the midst of their fears on that momentous 
c^cca^ion, a man appeared to them at a dist^tnce, running in dis- 
dWief^'^d dress, and without armour — Finn is gone said Daniel, 
for ttesides the portentous news approaching in the mouth of 
this messenger, I see the troops scattered along the side of, the 
%ck>d, and the standard to be seen no where. The news can be 
lid worse, said the other withasi^h, than what I have expected 
*4nce the morning; I saw his death intended in the manoeuvre' 
i^ O'Dougherty's trbops at the beginning of the battle, but it 
^^as not in my power to relieve him. 

By this time, the herald was at hand with them, when they 
||alled aloud to him, is your commander fallen? Matters are 
Ip had as you can expect, said he. Where does he lie, said the 
&ounger, in a, louder tone, lashing his helmet on the ground, and 
' "^r it his outer garment. We stood around his body said he, 
itil mbst of our men were cut to pieces ; but the enemy at 
igih like an overwhelming flood, burst through us, and bore 
i away : they have taken bis body 1 believe to the last dross, 
1 see O'Dougherty returned, and at the head of a column 
isired for ia new attack. 



fTi ' 



Ttie forces und^ old Daniel McQuillan were at the present 

tot Warmly engi^ed by the two sona of Ow^n JStoe, but 

appearance of his son Daniel soon roused their Gourag<e^and 

>ftiitoiy beg&n to yield in their turn. As the messesngpr 
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!)ronounced the last words, Garry McQuillan ordered him to 
ead the way, and waving to his men to follow, took the path 
running. As he went down the hill, he was met by the re- 
mains of his brother^s army, who rallying under his standard, 
turned their faces to the enemy a second time. Cahir saw them 
coming on at a gallop, with fury and determination in their 
looks, but the massive blade of one particulai^ sword, where it 
was grasped firmly in the brawny hand, he eyed closely. 

M 'Quilkn without looking how they engaged the enemy, 
ran upon O'Dougherty like a lion, and at the same time shout* 
ing, the blood of my . brother ! An awful pause now reigned 
through all the lines, to witness the conflict between these two 
champions. Cahir defended himself with desperation, and 
made some deadly cuts at his adversary, the fire gleaming at each 
contact of the two swords, and the blades whistling as they 
encircled their hands in gleaming steel, until M*Quillan*s sword 
meeting with the helmet of his adversary, flew out of his hand 
across the river ; then like lightning seizing him by the throat 
he dashed him to the ground, and wrenched the weapon from 
his hand ; when the troops interposing, O'Dougherty was on 
his feet in a leap, and the sword in his hand which his enemy 
lost ; this was a fair exchange of armour — but the battle was 
soon over, Cahir Roe O'Dougherty lay extended on the earth, 
not far from the spot, where a short time before he had laid 
Fittn M'Quillan. 

But the demon of war sat in grim exultation, 
A, misi-roUing cloud was his dark habitation \ 
And fiercely he snliiled from a Countenance surly, 
While crincsoD with gore ran the streams of tbt Curly^ 

Baldearg's forces marched toward the old church, but on 
reaching this place, they found that the two sons of Owen Roe, 
I mean the two remaining sons, were fallen among the slain ; 
one of them having guarded the door of the church, until he 
fell dead over the heaps of slain that had fallen by his sword. 
O'Dotinell's remaining forces were crammed into the cemetery 
which they endeavoured to defend, until a parley was granted 
for burying the dead, which was agreed upon soon after. On 
these ^conditions being settled, they repaired to tht scene of 
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atefiion^ in oi-dfer to bury the deatJ. The fipst ca^e df Dafii^l 
M'Qafateil md his sonsj vt^ to go in sea«ih of th^ body of Fmnv 
Whteh they found exaietly in the ^lade where it ir as first fewd, 
witli Laura ODonnell at his siMe pa^le and lifefess. l^hi^ new 
sitenfe, of which they had not the m^t distant idea, awak^n^ 
tft^t sort*owi^ afr^^sh,* tearsJ^ sfe<^wei^ froto the eyes of all as they 
stood arouftiJ, even the fierce vet^ran« of the eneoiy could not 
wrthhc^ therti on fliis occasion ; but all seemed now to forget 
their late auinaositiesj arid moui^Afed the two tov^re as they fay 
together, in term« or tender sympathy. 

The commanders and soldiers being all collected around the 
affecting scene, and what was more distressing, the two parents 
seeming to interrogate each other by their looks, in saying, have 
you known any thing of this ? Two separate biers being 
formed of green branches, and decorated with boughs of ivy, 
they began to prepare the bodies for interment when the females 
on opening the bosom of Laura O'Donnell, found the golden 
clasp of Finn McQuillan's military cloak lying next her heart : 
this was another elucidation on a subject unknown to all save 
d^msehres, and which sunk the suvrouading spectators into 
profound silence. 

Having laid them on the bieBS, they decorate^ the head of 
each with a garland formed from the scarlet berries and green 
leaves of the ivy wrought together, then raising them from the 
ground they marched forward slowly^ the jA^es performing a 
ptotiveair, the three McQuillans andOw^n Roe walking befcwfe 
and Lau*a?s maids behind w)?epiwg as they followed : 'twas a 
wondeiful pi^oeession. — Th^ who had' some houEs befare been 
^Dgia^dd in the Work of dieath^ si^w thifonging ar<^uiiijl them their 



^ ♦Beside Drumacliose church, vhen ihey were cutting down the hill to make it 
passable for the mail coach that runs between Newtownlimavady and Colera'ne, they 
^neofl another pit of these bones, the earth around which, when raised up, was dark 
the colour like a fresh opened grave, and when spread upon the read before the 
pr of a little cabin, whose inhabitants were my authors, annoyed them very much 
(h a disagreeable stench for several clays. 

« 
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hostile foes ; saw the wounds which they gave, and also them 
who had inflict^ wounds on themselves : there was no appear- 
ance of animosity in this motley group, but all as one man 
mourned the fate of these faithful but unfortunate lovers : they 
carried them down to the spot on the banks of the Curley , 
where was a little green^ surrounded with alders, and there 
having dug a grave, laid them together, and raised over them a 
little mound, covering it with stones from the brook and after- 
ward green turf, which place including the entire field is called 
to this day Cairn a Finn, or the tomb of Finn McQuillan. 

When the wind from the north through the alders ie groaning, 
L voice oft is heard deeply sighing and moaning ; 
'Tis the spirit of the mountain ^t even returning, 
Who fills the long glen with a sighing and mourning ; 
While the moon from &e zenith does silver them over, 
And green grows the hed of this maid and her lover : 
The lamhkins in spring may he seen feeding nigh them. 
On primrosy hanks where the stream murmurs by them, 
And the pipe of the redbreast proclaims in deep sorrow^ 
That here rests MKinillan long side of his Laura. 

The three brave sons of Owen Roe O'Donnell were interredi 
opposite their sister's tomb, under a little mound similar to the 
other and^ dpse by the banks of the same stream, while the 
father, childlcM^ must return home to spend the remainder of 
his days in solitude and woe. 



lir* Roe (yDougla^rty was borne by his soldiers to the 
church, and in a comer of the yard near to the grave of the 
wounded soldier was assigned ^ place of rest : the others were 
indismminately buried in pits made for convenience, wherever 
the heaps of ruin lay ; and the cattle that evening turned their 
heads homeward, pursuing the same path which they came, 
juid lowmg for the heathdad hills and florin vdes of Damadagh. 



* I have heard old men say, that for many years there was an enormous skull lay 
in Ais graveyard, and when a funeral would have come here, the first question was, 
where is the large skull, around which they would asiemhle and comment on the 
strength of him who bore this huge capital ? whether this belonged to Cahir O'Dough- 
erty I know not. 
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The^ village where Laura 0*Donnell sat ^ the reluctant 
prize of the victor, i^as called ever after Cross n-hean a ghonel» 
Off the cross of the daughter of O'Donnell, afterwards corrupt- 
ed into Cross-na Donnell. 

The congregated bards of these two noble dans tuned their 
instruments over the tomb by the brook, and being assisted by 
Laura's maids and other females of the neighbourhood who 
came to witness the spectacle, raised the Irish Caoine, repeating 
over them all that the human heart could devise o£ goodness^ 
greatness, and virtue, making the hills and^Iens echo with claps 
and howUngs. 'Twas as the mourning of the Israelites in the 
threshing floor of Atad, a grievous mourning: Knogher 
O'Brady was present, and knew his venerable guests whom he 
at one time supposed to be beings of another world. To him 
was given the care and preservation of the tombs, and as a com- 

Eensation, two of the best milk cows and a couple of good ewes ; 
e was to fence them around and plant them with ozier« and 
in the ensuing spring two messengers, one from Dunluce and 
one from Tyrconnell, were appointed to return and visit them. 
Owen Roe O'Donnell lamented the warmth of temper that 
drove him forward to undertake this unfortunate enterprise 
which had ended in the destruction of his three valiant sons 
and amiable daughter : all, said he, who were unwilling to come 
out as enemies to the house of De Bor^o. How often have 
they solicited me even with tears in their eyes to leave aside 
this design ? but alas ! my dear child, whose gentle disposition 
and amiable manners were much unfit to witness such scenes, 
why have I urged you hither unconscious of the delicate bond 
which united you to the family of Dunluce, but more, to the 
brave young man, who there li^s your partner in death, and 
who, as well as my three valliant sons, have fallen through me. 
The lamentation of Daniel McQuillan and his sons was severe 
and afflictive, but even in this, they were easy in comparison 
with the latter, being dear of any thing like self-accusition, 
the sharpest monitor we have. My son indeed is fallen, said 
the father ; but if he is, said he, he fell in the bed of glory^ and 
has been amply avenged ; but why should I vaunt ? No, 
^ough has been said, enough has been done ; farewell, my 
^rave, my valiant son, farewell. 
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Say^^g these words, he tura«ed aw$^ with tte whote jtraki of 
his followers, sigjfing; but turning when he was at a small dis^ 
tance to look back, ne saw M'llvenuan leaning over the griavi5 
alone, and wringing his hands as if he had bis family lying b^fe ; 
McQuillan gave orders that he should be brought away, and 
the same evening they conamenced their march for the north- 
ern plains of Antrim and grey towers of Dunluce, leaving 
many a gallant young man behind them, lying low in the lands 
of O'C^n. 

The clan# of Tyrqpnnel also marched off the same evening, 
ol4 Owen Hoe childless, and the fierce but warlike clan of the 
O'Pougberties without their commander : leaving many of 
their friends on the bloody field of Gortmore, the oaks of 
Dreenagh wood, and the old church of Drummachose witnesses 
to a hard contested struggle. The news of this engagement 
spread terror through the surrounding villages, but was talked 
of n.0 where with more zeal and interest, than in the castle of 
Cooey Na Gall ; 'twas here that the merit of each soldier was 
discui^sed in its true character, and just honour given to the 
man to whom it was lawfully due. As the Antrim forces cros- 
sed the mountain, M'llvennon, mounted on the Capul bawn, 
assisted in driving up the cattle, and the next morning as the 
sun rose over the mountains of Albany, it beheld them safely 
across the Bann u\d the Bush, within the extensive demense of 
McQuillan, and meeting as they passed along either a friend or 
an acquaintance anxiously enquiring after their connections. 
The brothers and sisters of Finn McQuillan mourned long for 
him, but chiefly Aveline, who knew something of the attach- 
ment existing between him and her young friend Laura O'Don- 
nell ; the latter never had made an open declaration of her 
mind to her, but from his character being the general topic of 
conversaticm between them, and almost always introduced by 
Laura, she guessed how her feelings were, and thinking so, it 
only rivited their friendship more closely. Many were the 
nights and days that she sighed for her brother and her sehool- 
fellow ; but the tender mind loses an impression sooner than 
we can imagine, notwithstanding such affliction. She saw 
them continually together during^tiie4)olidaysat Dunluce, but 
now she knew they reposed tranquilly at each other's side in 
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j^ k^ii pf forgetfulness, unconscious of wh^ was here said, 
thoitght, or done regarding them. 

At this perbd in Ireland, if a brave soldier fell in battle he 
was wt $0 much mourned as we might think» for they con- 
si4er<^ it saifficient glory if he died in tlie field of honour and 
chiefly if his death had been amply avenged, and so the family 
of M'Quiljlan left off grieviDg on that occasion. The friendly 
intercourse always continued between the noble faipily of Clan- 
buoy and McQuillan, who prized the alliance so highly, that 
ndther the threats nor promises of the most powerful enemy 
could shake him in his adherence. The only advensary whom 
tfeey had to oppose at present, was O'Cahan of l^mavady, which 
family, as I^said before, was lotagjere this on the decline. The 
latter dan had mi^ny enemies, and tlie great and leading reason 
was, they were open-hearted and unsuspecting, and therefore 
every vagabond and runagate who had disputed with or abused 
a higher power, by patching up a plausible story, could easily 
induce them to espouse his cause, and hence the ruin of that 
ancient Milesian* sept, who were prouder of their family f than 
Bwmy sons of kings. 



^ ICd^ard Second in prosecuting the war which his father l«ft vnfiuished against the 
Scots, before the memorable battle of Baiiaockburn, urrote over to Irdand for the 
elms pf the O'Cabaiis, the O'Neills, the 0*DcJinells, the O'Cuniiots, the O'Douglierties, 
the O'Sullivaus, M*Carthies and Kavanaghs. Which of them obeyed the royal man- 
date I know not, but am certain that the O'Cahans and some others were found on the 
nie^ Bruce. 

f In the town of Dungiveo, founded by their ancestor, I have seen them engaged in 
one of those family quarrels which so often disgraced our country, when they were over- 
powiered and ^iriven from the main street by superior numbers : a mighty change, 
thought I, from the days of Turlough More, who <?oitid have strajUgied one of these 
m^ at ^rms^lengtli with ease ; or Cooey Na Gall, whose missive sword they could no 
more wield than a child. They are now scattered, degenerated, and the family line of 
genealogy altogether lost. 

I have just found that the lineal descendant and only male heir to Cooey Na Gall 
O'Cahan, now holds an honourable military office in the British army ; after the im. 
pc^onment of O'Cahan, we understand that the Government took his sou in charge, 
m sent him to College ; the histor^of the family hitherto could be traced no fartherf 
Wiiow known that the son of Daniel O'Cahan patronized by government, went a 
,T0ittntary exile with Charles Second to the Continent, and returned at the Restoration, 
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The castle of Dunluce being one night brilliantly illuminatec} 
in consequence of an entertainment given to the numerous 
friends and alliances of the house of De Borgo, and among the 
foremost at this festival was the family of Clanbuoy, with all 
other families of distinction in Antrim, besides man^ others 
from the neighbouring counties : the barrack on the farth^ 
side of the drawbridge was also illuminated, and here the 
sturdv gallogloghs, each quaffing to the health of his chieftain, 
mingled his voice in the general uproar. The castle to a spec- 
tator on sea, had the appearance of a fire balloon suspended 
among the clouds ; I mean to a person immediately under it, 
and the light issuing from the barrack windows, together with 
the opposite line of dwelling-houses, seemed like a long fier^ 
tail adhering to the balloon, and could only be seen in this 
romantic view by those approaching from the north-east or 
north-west. 

A large globe well enlightened was usually suspended every 
night during the dark of the moon from the top of that part of 
the castle directly fronting the North Atlantic, which served 
not a little to finish the appearance of this grand spectacle. la 
a storm blowing from the north or north-west, when the wind 
rolled into the base of the rock, those waves unimpeded through 
that broad ocean, the effect upon the impending beholder was 
awful. The light of the winaows, with the suspended globe, 
cast a flame far into the deep, which seemed, when agitated by 
the turbulent element, red as claret. The globe was not hung 
here merely for the use of mariners, as traders were few at that 
time, and seldom seen on these coasts, although it might some- 
times have a good effect in such cases, as fortunately happened 
that night ; it was only for the grandeur and beauty e^f the scene, 
which in »y opinion few, if any could equal. 

Of all nights in the year this was happy to the inmates of 



knighted under the title of Sir Daniel Gahan. His descendanU hold a very large 
estate of some thousand acres in county Tipperary. In the physiognomy of this mili- 
tary gentleman, the strongly marked Milesian features shew themselves even toa slight 
ohscrver— dark complexion, high oval forehead, dark penetrating eye, dignity of gait, 
anddetermination of step. 
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Dunluce, being the anniversary, or birth-night of Aveline 
M^uillan, who in an apartment of her own was seated with 
her young friends and acquaintance around her, having on her 
rieht hand beautiful Rose O'Neill, of Clanbuoy, her sister in 
w the feipinine accomplishments and graces that adorn the 
sex. 

From the openings of the buildings, might be heard the 
festive sound of wassail, mirth and revelry, while in another 
apartment, Aveline \iith her friends were discoursing of their 
schools, their dresses, books and birds ; itfter which leaving 
them, she ran and brought her calnnet of curiosities, and ex- 
plaining every one as she produced it, ii this manner proceed- 
ed to the bot^m of the coffer. She had a philosophical mind, 
much given TO research, and scarcely ever saw any thing that 
was in^the least degree curious, where she would not enquire 
after the causes,* reasons and every thin^ pertaining to it. The 
wandering minstrels who stopped at herfather^s place, she would 
often interrogate regarding the old Irish families among which 
t^y had been ; what was their heraldrr, were they hospitable 
to strangers, and did they support the ancient customs of their 
fcHrefathers ? Such was the only daughter of Daniel McQuillan, 
but with a heart altogether susceptibk of the cares of others ; 
having shewn the contents of this cofer, she immediately pro- 
dueed a smalLer one of very fine workmanship, and from it 
^vring a diamond necklace, told them that it was worn by 
Matilda Queen of England, and wife to William the Conqueror; 
k had been preserved in the family cf William Be Borgo the 
nsd earl of Ulster, and from them lineally came to her ; but, 
liud she, I never have put it on yet, lor indeed do I believe I 
ever will, for how coiud an hiunbk Irish girl* such as I am, 
; presume to wear that which was an ornament to no less a per* 
iniage than the Queen of England ? I beg you will not des* 
pise yourself, or yet your humble siniation, said Rose O'Neill 
mailing, you know not but some Duke of the blood may fancy 



»: 
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^^In eurly times the young ladies of Ireland wore their hair loose and flowing over 
^Mr shoulders, with the hreast and arms hare, which primitiTe custom our fair country- 
Inmen seem greatly to have revived. 
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vou, and as you have somewhat of royalty in your veinSj, we 
hope by the assistance of an indulgent parliament, that th^ dif- 
ficulty of your being a subject will be easily got over, and then, 
my dear Aveline, you may publicly wear the neck-lace of 
Royal Matilda. 

If, said Aveline, my dear Rose, you loved me, you would 
not be so severe on me to night, your poor Mend whom you 
ought to exhort toward humility. I am living here alone and 
without the guidance or company of my kind ujother, who was 
my only monitoj^, and who never failed to implant the purest 
ideas of rectitude in tlte minds of all her children as well as m 
mine. 

00 

You are such a grav^ moralist, beautiful Avelii^, that I dai« 
not enter the arena of argument with you, eve« for one moment, 
but will you leave a^ide that philosophical look which- ydu 
have assumed, wiU you descend £rom your iamlocks and con- 
tend with me in my own ground ? Do you not see the neck- 
lace Tvhich I wear? it, excepting some few ornaments^ is- com- 
posed of our national diamond, and 1 also can assure you was 
worn by a Queen, and oie of those who reigned in Tara : yet 
you see that Rose O'Nell is not intimidated to put it on, not- 
withstanding its former riyal possessor, great Hynial of Teamra; 
and I your own pretty Bose of Clanbuoy— ^the conclusion of 
this sentence created a ^csneral laugh ; but indeed, said she» I 
had the honour to be in ^mpany latiely, when there was gi^en 
as a toast, and that even Ikr an Irish prince, a certain: beauty 
living some where or othe in^ a rocky tower en the northern 
shores of Inis Banmsa, noi could I have guessed who this eBvi« 
able beauty was, for youi may be sure 1 waa butisting with 
jealousy, but having her likeness^ suspended int the apartment 
facing my owm, \ saw himi turui Ms eyes tow»d her as he ganre 
tke toaist, and i&iake as I th6ught a half bow; andall these com* 
pHmentsi passed in the preieiic^ of her wliom you cat I. pretty 
Rose, whose person and likeness were both neglected. Now 
is it any wonder that I should not like you ? 1 fear I will be 
necessitated as the picture is so convenient to me, to deface 
some of those charms which have so far eclipsed my own, only 
that I know the original being so near, would flash convictiori 
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^a irte at o}^ fesit a$9eqfibly in Shanes Ga^^. j|L^ 
JC'QuUlan by this time had laid ajide hot mpu^t^? 
and entered into the spirit of the wit and diversioii w|i)c^ 
her friend was dealing around with much cleverness. 1 think, 
^idjsbe» you wer^ talking of a princie in t^ bc^^j^ngof tliis 
(^issertetion, who I believe i$ always uahappy uUle^ k» ii im 
j^ane's Castle ; this romantic buitdixig^ I koowi to ham i» tH0 
centre of attraction ; and I am very much given to believe con- 
lans a magiiet withki its walls, to which )sifl his thoughts gta- 
litate ; and what you are pleased to s»y regi^ding the b^Utjr 
In the rocky toisr^r^^at this she coudd not fae!^ laugldflg« ^nd 
laid it was only a eotapHment paid to thei nyimph of S^ne't 
Castle, and you haive shoved the bu|rtheci o^er c^ poor Avdili^; 
All the ladies in company were well entertained with the con- 
versation so "ecjuidly supported on both sides, but am of then^ 
averred that wfaali wai^ j^rd i^eqieetii^ the toast i^s^ r^al/and 
tto way metsunorphosed, for she had the honour to be pt^s^C 
at the time, 

Allowing ail this, sai4 Ayelin^, adoiSttiqg that Im liobillty 
4pigne(| to mention the beauty in thps ^earbeal^ te*1^ ^S 
my of you t(^ll me what be said <?f thi? diamortd of liiougte 
l^eagh? Now be candM* f<k I kno^ 't^as out thi^ nutif eeii mA 
tHs alooie he wished to speak. 

Will you sincei^ly beliiv^ me, said Rose, if !• teltyou ? Wh^,y 
he satid ther^ was a diamond in Shane*)? Cai^tle^, b^ thoug^^, but 
in his opinion it would require a world of polishing; Ithitik 
he caUed it a dianiond, or pearly or some such thing ; for yoti 
^now IfQugh Neagh, on the banks of whicl^ w^y %th0r'3 castle 
Mands^ has long been esteemed foi^ ita pe^l fishery^ and yery 
.possible this is one of those Irish gems which have immortalizect 
the )riyerjf , lak^,, and cloud^P^pt. hijls of th^ Qi^n l^lanA ^ ^^ 

4lfe w wMi 
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But, said Avelirie, to this poarlLflsher know«^ pa^lledtly wliar# 
the treasure li6s of which he is in pursuit, I am greatly asto- 
1^1^ tt^tt h^ k^j not tf^ken ii long eise th^s ;, anfl a$ w^e hanr^ 
^ |ct ^ jQ^any eonipUppu^ntS: toicAcbcrther t^Mii undoubt^y: 
n^ oilier peiHidn wqu14 Iflte ^h change the^ i^ubj^ieti 
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With all my heart my dear AveMhe ; but I have one request 
to ask of you, and it being a moderate one, I cannot be refused, 
io you must promise me. 

If your request be so moderate, said Aveline, I promise I 
will not refuse you, my sister ; but I must know what it is 
before I make an unqualified avowal. 

Well then said she, my wish is, that you put on the royal 
neck-lace of Matilda Queen of England : this is your birth 
night; and I must confess, though perhaps against my will, that 
you look unusually pretty to-night ; moreover you know not 
but some young loiight or prince travelling in disguise, or per- 
haps wandering in a strange land, might rap at the gate in order 
to solicit the :£elter of your father^s hospitable roof; then I say 
would you tiot like to appear as gay as possible before such a 
personage : for I have not the least doubt of your making a 
complete conquest 

But I would not like to destroy his happiness altogether, 
said Aveline ; for you know if he has other troubles afflicting 
him, and those too which have driven him from his native 
country to seek shelter in this island, it would be cruel for two 
beauties armed, I may say, cap-a-pie, with .the most fascinating 
graces, to launch forth all the artillery of the eyes, smiles and 
dharms, on the poor stranger, before he would be well dried 
from the rain : will these reasons suffice for a sufficient apology 
to you? 

No reasons said Rose, nor no apology will suffice ; but on it 
must go, I ishall be absolute in my or&rs. 

Well then, said she, 1 yield ; but remember if this knight, or 
prince, or chevalier, or whatever I may call him, shall arrive at 
the castle to-<night, I will rival you if I can. 



your best, said the other, for I think I will warm one side 
of his heart, unless he has lost both his eyes and his ears : so 
saying she took up the neck-lace and placed it on her friend, 
vwlio^ seated in the centre of the apartment, before a large mirror^ 
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blushed when she saw the royal appendage fall over hex should 
ders of snow, from which ner neek shot up like a column of 
ivory, 

Aveline 
with 

path of description I omit mentioning : but what seemed the 
most captivating trait in her mien, was a solemnity of counte- 
nance wliich she possessed, and indeed it was only an index to 
her mind, for her heart was sincere. 



reline McQuillan was possessed of native modesty, together 
other perfections, which to avoid the common hackneyed 



Rose O'Neill was sprightly, witty, and as the saying is, had a 
heart as light as a feather ; she was usually known by the ap- 
pellation of pretty Rose of Clanbuoy. 

They were busily engaged in sallies of this kind upon eich 
other, not sparing the young ladies who composed part of their 
company whenever it came their turn, for Aveline when she 
would leave her solemnity aside, was as gay as the gayest ; but 
one of them said she thought at that moment it was blowing a 
hurricane, as from the light suspended on the castle wall, she 
saw the sea tossed in unusual fury against the base of the rock, 
and heard the wind roaring like thunder over the castle; having 
called them to one of the windows which overlooked the turbid 
element, they were awed into a dead silence, and stood for 
some time contemplating this indescribable scene when they 
were nearly struck blind by a flash of lightning, and that 
closely succeeded by a peal ot thunder, which seemed to shake 
the very foundation of the castle ; at the last shock they flew 
back to the fire, gathering as close around it as possible. 

They all now began to talk on serious subjects^, and telibow the 
providence of God had preserved so many when in imminent 
danger ; ' these relations went alternately around them, and 
indeed, to a disinterested spectator, the scene would have been 
most amusing ; for as every blast roared louder and louder over 
the roof of this turreted mansion, as the blue flash entered the 
loom, for at this time they had extinguished the candles, the 
countenance of Aveline was become as grave and serious as that 
l4 the most venerable sage lecturing from the pulpit, 
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At length, siid* she^ fetching a deep sigh; I bop« no podt 
>vretch b 80 unf6rtuhate as to be tossed at the mercy of these 
tempestuous billows to-night, but I know that the power of 
our Atoighty Parent is as-great on that impassion^ element 
as on laud. 

Why, said Rose O^Neill, would you not wish this knight of 
the lance whom we are expeOting to be on sea at such a time? 
perhaps he is at this moment guided by the light, and approach-* 
ing these happy shores ; but did he know of the two beauties 
who at j^resent are contained within this lofty fortress, the light-r 
ning would fiy harmless past him, and the thunder would roll 
over his head as innoxious as the western l^eeze. 

Ah ! swd Aveline^ my dear Rose, will you leave off this talk 
at such a time, I cannot divest my self of an overpowering dread, 
when I see the elements convulsed, and all nature seemingly 
angry with man ; however were it not for the thunder and 
lightning I could enjoy the agitation and tumult of ocean even 
with ecstacy. 

There is no commotion in the elements or any part of nature^ 
said Rose, but wh&t I sincerely believe the D^ity has sent for 
a good purpose, and whether these sweeping storms come to 
scour away the foetid exhalations which the Warmth of summer 
may have collected, or whether for a punishment t6 man, it is 
our duty, you know, to submit with patience, and not sinl^ 
down under that kind of slavish fear which seems to have seized 
you just rib w. 

Indeed, my dear friend, said the other, I am not arraigning 
Providence for th^ visitations of his anger ; I know we are de^ 
serving punishment inuch more severe than these, however I 
must suppose, that the same benign Being in place of being 
angry with any of his creatures for dreading his displeasure, 
might rather approve of our conduct pn such occasions. 

As they uere unknowingly drawri into this serious conversa- 
tion, the time passed^ imperceptibly with them, and they begah 
to experience a kind of comfort from it, which supported tb0m 
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uhfier thevt present fears, till the door opening. Sir Henry John 
O'^jJeill presented himself to them, and bowing, requested tiie 
honour of their company in the great hal), where they were 
assembled, he said, in order to dance, and that I may have the 
advantage of any other, said he, fair Aveline, shall I iflatter my- 
self of haVing you as a partner in the dance ? 

Ihave no objection sir, said she, after my fear subsides, but 
at present cannot, and beg you will defer it for some time, or 
otherwise perhaps you will find among these ladies one more 
competeYit than I. 

Whatever time is convenient for you, sweet Aveline, said he, 
is both convenient and pleasing to your humble servant, nor 
could 1 think of asking another, until I shall get an utter re- 
fusal from yourself. 

x 

They were glad to find ah occasion of leaving the apartment 
in which some short time before they had found themselves so 
happy ; for females although when mingled with the other sex, 
are tne verjr soul and essence of company, yet alone and exposed 
to fear, even knowing that they are free from danger, are in 
themselves weak and impotent. 

As they entered the ball room, which was spllendidly illuniihi^d 
the gentlemen rose on each side to receive them, and two harp- 
ei^ with as m^ny set of pipes, struck up the old E^ead miel a 
fdiiltle, you're Iconiin^ once more. 

Hie danee was supported; with miii^h ahimatidh for a c^bh^itde-? 
\ttiW6 titae, evett until pretty Roisi^ of Claribuoy, who was as 
b^rightly as a butterfly, was perfectly falagued, artd oh fihishinjg 
the last set, said she would not dance any more that night with 
those pre^nt, until, said she, in a low voice to Aveline, you 
j tell mfe where yourvaWntine is, ahdl will perhaps honour him 
on y our accoiint, but ydti miifet notTbe jeafoui. I hive rione^ 
ssddshd. 

YbuTig Sir Henry John 0*Ndl, iio\^iasked dttt his fait piii*4 
0^ and Oh her appairinee oh tfife flddi^ all efett ' w^e tiih3^ 
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toward her, for the blaze of the diamonds that surrounding ker 
neck fell down upon her breast, was no greater than the ] 
blaze of her countenance, knowing that all' were observing her, i 
and, as she thought, chiefly on account of the royal bequest 

Said her father to some elderly gentlemen who sat around 
him, I see Aveline has put on an ornament to-night, which we 
never could induce her to assume at any other assembly. In- 
deed I cannot help smiling when I look at her : for I see she is 
in a kind of confusion. I assure you when she visited at 
O'Connor's Castle, or the seat of Sir Turlough O^Moore, 1 could 
not pervail with her even by my most sincere entreaties, that 
she would wear it. She told me at length with tears, in her 
eyes, that she would comply if I urged her, but how, said she, 
can 1 presume to put on that whidi was accounted an orna- 
ment to Royalty ? 

Daniel McQuillan was remarkably fond of his daughter, and 
indeed to any person acquainted with her, it appeared no way 
wonderful. The dance which was single, served only to dis- 
play her fine figure, and almost inconceivable pliability of limb : 
but as soon as she in decency could, she was off the floor, and 
seated beside her friend^ who complimented her by saying, she 
began now to fear that she must surrender the field to her ; for 
trmy, said she, I am half in love with you myself. 

If you are, said Aveline, 1 can ^ve you good hopes, by telU 
inff you that you are without a rival ; and if this oaqble were 
taken from around my shoulders, all the fascination will im- 
mediately disappear ; so as il was you invested me with this 
shadow of majesty against my will, and much after the manner 
of unfortunate lady Jane Grey, I beg of you leave off teasing 
me. 

As one of the gentlemen had gone to the outer gate at the 
draw-bridge, he returned and informed them that the storm 
at that moment was truly awful, when all with one consent 
resigning the pleasures of the ball-room for a few minutes, went 
to that apartment which fronts the North Atlantic, that they 
might enjoy the grandeur of the scene passing below, whiqlj 



feom the light Was perfectly visible ; but the continued roaf 
Bind braying of the billows, one thronging on the back of another 
and breaking against the rock, prevented all conversation : they 
could only turn their eyes on the chaotic scene, and then in 
silence on each other, as the wind thundered round the turret^ 
ed battlements. 

While they stood here in consternation. Sir Henry O'Neill 
ttid he thought he heard like the distant report of artillery, a 
tound which was not very common to any of them J however 
liie use of fire-arms was making rapid advances in Ireland at 
this time, as well as in England and Scotland. A short time 
after the first, they all heard a second, but were bewildered to 
think what it meant ; whether, said they, can it be an engage^ 
ment by sea, or rather some vessel in distress ; for the English, 
said Daniel McQuillan, are becoming remarkably expert in the 
in the use of fire-arms ? 

I am persuaded, said Sir Henry O'Neill, it is no engsagemeilt, 

ht mankind in place of destroying each other by sea during 

ibis hurricane, could not in my opinion ride those mountainous 

nllows in safety one hour : however, as the reports are increasing 

ii the tame space of time, I am beginning now to suppose that 

it is not the sound of Corry Vreckon,* the noise of which in 

spring tides resembles thunder^ and I am sure far exceeds the 

leport of cannon ; so 1 think we may conclude it is some vessel 

distress ; but she will not be long so, I can tell you^ and the 

r fellqws who no doubt are manfully bearing up against the 

bulence of the elements that seem now at war, very possibly 

e still a remaining spark of hope in their bosoms, some per^ 

ps thinking of their parents, some of their M^ives and child-^ 

, and others, of the gentle form which in their tarry arms 

thej last encircled ; poor fellows, said he a second time, in pity 

yourselves I could wish these ideas obliterated from your 
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3^orry Vreckon, a whirpool lyin^ between Dura and Scarva, the soand oi whic}i ia 
' ] at twenty or thirty miles distant ; it is most violent when the tide is in, and 
Iji the largest ship in the British Navy encounter it, she would be whirled round 
abjierbed in an instant ; it is as dangerous as the l^aelstroom^ 
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tnin<it. and that you were perfectly sensible that a wskietym^y^ 
bt this dreadful crisis is inevitable. Sir Henry John O'PM^ 
being of a feeling mindj could not be disinterested in 8iH$ a 
time. 

Garry M*Quillart now called aloud, as any person who spoiled 
was necessitated to exert his voice even to the utmost stretoh, 
that he positively saw a light approaching in the direction in 
which they had heard the i^eport of gUns, and immediately on 
his speaking another was heard, the light at this time being sa 
manifest, that they could plainly discover^ a vessel running 
iind^ the naked poles, and driven by the wind in upon a lee 
shore : she had not up one tack and a few men were seen throng* 
ing about the helm. 

From the moment that she first ssiw the light from the ca^e^ 
imagining that it was a bacon of safety hoisted in some secure 
hari^ur, she made directly for it, and making for it was only 
hastening on destruction ; she had a lanthern hung at her maki- 
mast-head, besides othel's at different other parts. 

She flew past them like a meteor, and coming upon a shoil 
about half a league below the castle, was stated between two hid-^ 
den rocks, at, wnich instant the masts went by the boards and 
the light disappeared ; they are gone for ever, cried all ; but Idt 
us hasten and endeaVotir, if we can, to save some M vea ; foi^ 
should any of them have qast themselves into the water^ en- 
deavouring to swim, it is pos»ble they may be dri^^ ashoiei 
kind: through the asdUtadce of provideteee we will attempl^ td> 
save them. 
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• Most of the Hy-NialU, says an author^ wqre tbp diadqn^ witii a ^^if^^, ^i^cpmr^ 
a free state, and a conscioui dignity bteoming the infrit that purehased it. 'Ttrat 
about theacoession of Jaraea I. that the O'Ntills were dtpriTeddf royalty, andDonr\al 
O'Neill was the sixteenth and lai>:t monarch of the Tyrone line, and forty-fifth of the 
Hy Niall race ; he was a valiant unfortunate man. To the above family belonged 
Brian Borohoime, monarch of Ifeland, who at the shades of Clontarf, on Gotd Friday, 
in the cigkty-eig'ht year Of his age fell bravely fighting for hit country &|:atiast tb* 
Danes, when the vietoiy was nearly complete. 
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TVmjr fibw dttfieadedfrom tiie easdfe >t6 the bcMih, flll ^uhtiiiib 
for 8ome distance down the strand, 4heh ^la^% ^idke to ^e 
eartb, th^y after a little saw the hulk where she lay immpve- 
^lyWfsA^pQ, tf^tw^en two ToCks^.iin^ ^ot the itjipe^nce Of a 
standing jtic^. Tfa^ had liot heph Iqng here wh^ tfAother 
sof^^ light w$s raised on ^ecjk, and by M^mch latter ;ngnaV they 
lind/erstood that tli^ crew tra^ satfe;; then uniting fidltbdrvpi^^^ 
together thgr wised a shout, but received no>nswjbr hx>m the 
ship, as it wa£; .impossible they could be heard, for the nc4s^ of 
i^d and tvarter.^ ... 

rA Itfge fire was in. the course of a little tipie kindled. below 
^iAA prcmbntmy, land qittte opposite t|ie yessel, so diat they 
rt&mt s^e soRie kind hearts were interested for tiielr fate. ^ 
sfflillrope was then tied roiind a dog*3 neck, and he.sehtifitp 
th0 water, and after much tilg^ng, struggling and ihe^ecitud 
endeavours, he made out the ship. A small cable Was soon 
bound to the rope and pulled ashore,^by die hdp o;f Tdiicb the^ 
ail landed, safely, widiout the loss of a single dian. 

Soaroely was thm^ ml apartment in the castle in whkdi a firis 
was not kindled, and the entice €i!ew, thtt consisted lof Mbmm 
kuodred jHighland •oldiers, brought in and sitpplied .wkk 
warmth,!and:iift«rward& eaeh a glass of istrong liqiHHr,^ than 9idiich 
Qottingc(Muld be better for thne hafdy fmouoititikiMis. 

M*Qiiillan^s hospitable mansion^ hit table,. the e^certipiiii or 
wvices of himself and family, were always ready to ^mfiof^ 
ftt distQBSsed, when an opportunity of this kind offing; and 
glid were they all at the «>icwe c^ tJiese poor |Ii|;b|i|tq4(|rs^ 
wbam«, moment before they uioug^t cpi^signed to opliiifm* 
On no r&i^t in the prcle of ihe tbree him<ued aii^ si^tuv^ 
^Idthey have indi^trepii came to tbe ahores of ^uiUuce.m^ 
likely to find succour and nourishment of whatsoever kiiial^ 
^stressed stood in need, than the present, notwithstanding that 
Aa&danee was nlwaya at the table <tf this Iidsh ^MifCftii^-aaad 
^;0^tt door ai^«i index thowlig 4lve w»y to ft. 

Having a hearty repast, tibc^ w^n ^k^^ ttt;Ae baRack, and 
sU the arms concealed, both of thdrs rad M'Quillan^s gaUpg- 
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laghs ; after this they were left to carouse together and drink 
thek^ad miel a faultie to morning. 

The reason of concealing the arms was to prevent danger in 
case they should quarrel, for in the various multitude of these 
hot-brained northerns, when their apirits were raised with strong 
liquors, nothing was more likely, the broadsword being as ready 
to the Highlander as the knife and fork, and no readier to him 
than the Irishman, nor a better wish to use it ; but these wea- 
pons being laid aside, they might maul and bruise each other 
to morning in perfect safety. 

Their commander, a stately young Highlander of a good de- 
portment, was Sir Coll M'Donnel from the Scottish isles ; a 
plaid of fine texture was gracefully cast over his left shoulder, 
and a national bonnet of a fabrication still as fine sat perched 
on his brow, and covering only a few of his dark raven locks 
curled into the skin, and cropped closely : on his face the first 
dawn of manhood was beginning to mark his sex, and promised 
to be no fairer than that which dignified his capitol : he was 
also arrayed in a philibeg, with tartan hose reaching just to the 
swell of a well turned limb, and exposing a knee white and firm 
M a Todk* His finger had received a slight bruise from being 
on deck at the time the mast fell^ and now was bleeding pro- 
fusely, staining bis burnished sword that hung as a finishing 
piece on his left side. They were all however busied in pro- 
curing washes, salves and bandages for him, and the gentlemen 
on binding it up, complimented him on the whiteness of his hands 

The reason of that, said , he, is because they have done so 
little ; my hands are only those of a female, and perhaps when 
tliey have sustained the cause of my country, or that of my 
fHends, seven or eight years, they will not be so bright in the 
c(dour. 

>^d yet my^Dung friend^ said McQuillan, you have got a 
pr^ty sharp initiation on your commeQcement. iVlay lask 
where you intended to deep to-night about two hours back ? 
JMd you not ^peet stvan^ lodgings ? 

Undpubtedly said McDonnell, we expected no less than to 
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I tlife))^'^fh bis ialtwiiter majesty your next neighbour ; but still 
We did not wiili to give him the trouble of accommodating 5io 
many, unless we could do no better, and yet we have .thrust 
purselyes upon you. 

TiTdDt, my friend, sw IVrQuillan, it is only that you preferred 
our place of entertainment to the other, and in doing so we ai;e 
m duty bound to support your good opinion of u?. 

I had always a spark of hope in my breast, said McDonnell 
Chat not all the water in the Atlantic could extinguish, for I 
knew that he who rules both wind and waveSj had only to say 
peace he still, and all conmiotion was at an ^id. 

.^^s you tl^iought so it happened to you, said they, but let me 

EabudklQ your plaid, said yoi^ng Daniel M'Quillan.it seems to 
5 wet. 

V As he opened a massive gold buckle, with arich enibossment, 
le saw the heraldry of the royal McDonnell's raised in larga 
eharacters across it» that is, a ship, a naked man, a fish, with s 
kawk, as the eirest^ holding in the talons of one foot a stalk at 
top branching into three croslets, with this motto in French,-^ 
**Tout jour pret.** — Always ready. 

.From seeing your coat of arms, young man^ said old 
McQuillan, I scarcely nec^d ask your family, your forefatheirfir 
wera sovereigns over the Scottish Isle. 

My name U M'Ponnell, said he, and I have the honour to 

^ descended from the same, but w^* must leave sovereign 

aside, and think of that only which is becoming a 
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. Your remark iajusit, sf^d ^he other, but I must confess there: 
is nothing gives me more exalted or happy ideas, than to look 
back on the line of my great ancestry. 

Our family^ said Sir CoU^ both from thinking and acting-as 
tigs, have drawn upon themselves many and powerful enemies,* 
whos^ principal wish I believe was not to conquer, but exter- 
minate. However we are still able to hold a part of Scotland; 
Botwithstanding the number of our opponents, and also to give 
our friends some little assistance besides. 
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whkik oi ike H^DoDneifa are you son,. m1 huTe the heiio^r to 
be aeqimnted with momy phkf ttiiif of thkt Bame^ in the I^Im. 

I am sir, said he, son to Sir Alexander ift'Dpntiell,,^ and 1 
beliete also a kinsman to Robert Bruce, the hei^ pf B^nUodc- 
bum t but at the same time that 1 take 1^ Kberfy of infbiUdilg 
you thus, I humbly beg you hot to under^ild itit as bosti^tiilg 
of my pedigree — ^it is only that yoi| a^y better knew ifoajp line 
of extjraetion : for trere I f on4 of tracing myself uf>j to bwmsm 
i^me, although Robert Bruoe waa both a pAtdot audi hero, thertf 
are M*Donndls whose ^eds could vie with the mosti r«iowMd 
ever performed in the cause of Scotland ; but I fear I have gone 
too far ; however, in the presence of gentleiiteh who t^ll tbje t^ir 
ideas are raised when speaking off their fe^efathertf, I h6pe iti 
receive pardon for this digression, and these thin^ being Ittibwti 
to them, that they will not Appose me boasting m what 1 have 
said ; and nnce I have received both cby Hre I ma^ sajr,^ ami 
the life of my men at your hands to-^night, beisides many atiictr 
marks of kindness, may I ask to whom I have the honodi? to 
be indebted for si^h hospitality. 

You are now sir in the castle o^ Dunluce, said the old man, 
and I, Daniel McQuillan, am the pevson to whom it briongs, 
who on account of thia night beiiig t^e anniversary of rdf 
daughter's birth, am still more happy by seaaon of yonv fortii^ 
nate escape, and that 1 had it in my power to lend assistance to 
any person in distress*^ but more to the son of d M'DonnelL 
You see before you, Sir Heniy John O'Neill of Shane's Ciistle,^ 
6r Clanbuoy, as it is commonly called, and concerning thi^ 
families from which either he or I am descended, it is uiineees- 
^t^ i& teruble jrou furthei^, tot I am Pertain hxM ha9 told both 
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^ On a promontory of Morren or Mainland, dido of Mtill, a name given to tbat arm 
of the am iitichTdivid»8 the liiltof Hiillftoiii tie ihiiinlaiid, atanda ihe iiaiq af the 
eaftla of JM^tofiii^h, oacea a^ronghpld of the Lord of the Ialea« Iaia|r waa tbeit chief 
place of rc|ideiice« aiulin U Wfui.<iJafge atone, having a h<^e in which they a^dd io 
H croWjded. The Idvi^ of ^cotwd ih the aha^ce of If'Dokinell w^t t6 tie ta)6a, kiii 
pUcfId a ^orei^hDr lA ob^ of hit cii^tlea ; \mi he r^il^6d in tiftte^ tai hun^ v^ tMT 
gtiteiraor m tbe kltigV etg^nlio mide thi beift^jfiiia wayi 6ut of the iban# 
ahould! be aucceaier to hia deputy. 
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tmy^. Fmhi iBJjr tfaAottioDdlr smd he» I iMive been aeeiisfamed 
to near from my £nfmly» recitals oTtbe De Borgos, and alw of 
the Hj Nialls^ of Tara, with which latter the McDonnells have 
kMgtiteti in aSHsAce; no yoii tee I can shanagh/ as the Irish 
mi^% With you botfr. 

The dance was novir resumed again, the storm being mudi 
abated, and cheerfulness mingled with friendship seemed to 
liihre«Ali1'^elMd alntosC erery countenance in the ball-room. 
Wl^ Sir CdHt M 'DonneR dime some officers of rank^ who were 
A^^iset^ afid whttm he introduced! to their common host 
IHm 1fe# serine eeremofiy as himself. I, said he, oug^t rather to 
MM^f^ ilay o#dent from some of thesre gentlemen, who have 
iW^ul^ 8#otds^ with the enemy iti many a weU tried field. 
6tf# foi^itie, ki the saying is; I am only a greenhorn, never 
having been fartlier engaged than in a few skirmishes. 

At yam smf you ore boft a beginner in* tUM att of wair; said 
Sir Hemy' O'Neill, I dire gay yoa are ncM io^ ki the exetd^ cX 
the ball-room — the ladies have almost danced us dorwil to^n^bf ^ 
and I shall consider it a favour if you assist me in supporting 

WbMloandc^saidlie^sdMyftW gl^^ aind I 

should be unwilling to assist in a^y ^\im whet^i^ the tfefc are 
to be opposed, only that on such opposition much of our hap- 
pMlK depends. And now, when I do piiraose to^ enlkt under 
jrtiv bariiion; can yeid asiunre nie wisA refined 

iHtaog Udaii wiil vmvtiare te take m ^ partner li wSd Highland 
lidib froBi araaBg tbe hratfaev, wha hae been altner a partner 
to gotir cocks and moor hens, than ta d<dc^ fine Iftdies ; and 1 ^n 



tfifl #{^#n looli €hii{t«n. The seii«el4et^» tkc fiicM, the nkittr^tiv Uie: bardft tt 
Ikp. daa(BA calleA theoi.SeaU9. At DxhQcefttJkoilh qi Hqgbr king of Ix«Usd, 
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iiil^aptflilmaenc.inorder to extiqpate this claaaiof men,, M by ^eir numbers 
|i|p£bi tMioke titimr Wdenftdtkie to th^ pe^oplb :. Bowtver, hf the interceilion of 
liCstaiil^ Ellb Oiy ii«^ sj^t^dV b^ dkleofMN^iect^fttfi]^ m«1^'i{ilyklg.^8i. ColtM 

9j|^rkp4iabi9g t^«^t9 tfif^^^ 

in ihm li«n&, aad tberefore a few weM, retained. 
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|eii you that I can leBp hnxtis and climb braes meikle better 
than dano^, but what 1 can is at your service. 

I ^VDonnell spoke what we call broken Scotch^ and such a 
dialect to any person accustomed to it is by no means unpleas- 
ing. Will you have the goodness, said he, to O'Neill, to choose 
me a partner. 

I would be extremely sorry, said the latter, to take that prt- 
yilege out of your own band — recollect you are in Ireland,, the 
country of hospitality and freedom, if I don't say too muchi 
and we, as Irishmen, give you leave to choose for yourself, and 
at the same time, pledge ourselves that whatsoever your chcace 
is, no one present shall be offended. I must also inform you, 
that we on going to the Scottish shore, shall claim the sapw 
prerogative. 

You jgire ve^y kind/ said McDonnell, and I jBnd ik> more 
courtesy when present in your country than what I have often 
been informedi. ' 

But, said O'Neill, I am h^irdly doing you justice~thereiKre 
two other young ladies whom you have 'not seen yet, and in 
f rder that yo?u have them all before yoiir eyes, previous to your 
leaking a choice, I shall ask them in. 

. • r . -^ 
r ■ ■ ■ . .).!■: 

■ ■ ■ » , 

It was not long after this, when. Sir Heinry . John ONeSlt 
entered, leading in his left hand his sister Rose, and in Ms right 
Ayeline McQuillan. Behold, said he, presenting Aveline^' the 
heiress of Dnnluce,--^hen bringing forward his sistw, and idro 
the h^ress of Shanes-^ casUe. < 

Sir Coll saluted them in the manner in which a young knight 
ought, and one too who was going abroad in search of adven- 
ture; but although he received them with politeness, yet he 
almost forgot himself in their presence, and bowing with some 
confusion, asked one of them to dance, scarcely knowing which { 
but from whatever he articulated, and his bow inclining toward 
Rose O'Neill, she accepted the invitation by returning him the 
^me act of complaisance in a courtesy. 
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At the time Sir Coll McDonnell and his men were brought 
mto the castle, the two young ladies of whom 1 have been 
speaking, had a full view of him from the door of the ap^rt- 
niait which they occupied, although he might not have noticed 
them* They pitied 'him from bis years, being exposed to such 
a tempest, and also lightning and thunder, which was sufficient 
to shock the stoutest mariner ; little I knew, said Bx)se O'Neill, 
when r was talking of a foreign prince or knight of the lance, 
that the curly head of this poor youth was abiding the pitiless 
pelting of the storm, and this, perhaps, too his first voyage to 
aitrange country : it was a happy circumstance that so many 
gentlemen were present to assist them in landing, otherwise 
had they remained there until morning, I should think they 
would have been dead even with cold ; but the all-ruling arm 
of Providence assuaged the billows, and directed them into a 
harbour, which, although we thought otherwise, was to them a 
place of safety* 

• • • 

Said Aveline, heaving a sigh and putting on her serious face 
as she looked straight into the fire, not seeming to notice that 
hor friend was present ; I wonder are his parents living, or has 
he no elder brothers who might have been sentt>n this hazard- 
ous expedition. 



Since he is now with his men saved from the danger of the 
M8, said Rose, in answer to what she had almost involuntarily 
asked, since he is perfectly secure, will you candidly tell me 
whether you could wish any of his brothers in his place ; but 
rouse yourself, and shake your plumes, leave aside that grave 
&oe that.you have put on more fitting an old woman, for I ex- 
pect we shall be sent for to the ball-room immediately, and 
yoo know there is to be a contest between you and me to-nigh t« 
Ism not at all disposed to contend with you, said she^ in this 
cause, therefore you have the matter to yourself. When 
Aveline wm in a way to pity any individual, she became as 
gntve as an abbes8,---and it was evideiit from the cast of her 
^oontenanoe that, in this propensity df mind, she felt much 
^ward happiness/ 

As they were thus engaged in conversation j Sir -Henry 



0*KdlI entered, and requested their tcdmptny In theiNdi^nHrai ; 
and it was on their Ifirst appearance io Sir CbH M^dennell tiiat 
he took the Kbeity of jaaking^ as a partner^^paettjr Roseiof OlaQ* 
buoy, wbo« with all spirit and vivacity, executed the dame 
with natural .grace and degance, amiHiig ito her friend ae she 
was handdl round the comers, and 'seeming to Jigr, f iqnew I 
would evugaigB Siim. 



McDonnell fired by one of those meny ^ts peculiar to 
counb-y, and assisted by a pair of good bfigmpes, parfcnrtQid 
the highland reel in its nationid ^d^aract^Ti and .wwfQfiS ampeaitd 
more elevated as the pipes aerewed.it a peg higher. iiaw» io M- 
spect of his fair partner, he bowed a condlusion. 

During the dance, Aveline sat with her eyes Bxed xm tbean 
both, and whilst ahe saw her friend become more ammated,!ah(e 
became more serious, though sometimes she was forced to smile 
through all her gravity of nice, and when she did so, showed 
sudi a (sounteneBce as never fiiiled to captivate. 

After the dame, Sir Cf^l banded his fair partner to a laeat 
beside iier friend, and then joined the gentlemen ; butjfirequeRt- 
ly turning his eyes, appeared as if stealing a look of tflttiittrass 
of Dunluce ; then rising from his present place, as if no situ- 
ation in the house ooula make him eftsy, he .crossed to them 
again, and aami^ if they would^ elloiv b wi thehcmouriOf their 
c^^npaiiy, en being accepted, to<^ * seia^ with them. 

Afli I mol <aatnu^r» Iadies» «aidhe, and perisMUps .in.tbb.^chn&' 
iul assembly thinking of friw^ds tbiM^ 2 have leuiMund,.! jia«e 
pr6sum^.toask the privili^ which I-am^aAF Inspoteafianooi^ 
and of which !iio doubt liumen^ied by mwyigirntteme^ 
but lor theiibmlies whiehJ fhwet^ken tasa wimdeiang Hi^- 
land laddie, I bope to imeivw yftur ipdplgfW^e^ iBOg^^r miA 
the .pavdon of those rwbo deservte this sent pe^iter tbw J. 

1 4on't inu^e, {Midiiis .partoer m the dancer .tiwt geau inead 
be in the least degree uneasy iii regard of ^imr lunfltniia 
siuation, and if it were only in respect of us, you will be as- 
aeeuK asiin the ecty af £dinbui|^. 



k 



tlitg to be^Kbitisedk atAA he, I fa«vfe iiltii1Mit«cl thftt fti^ ^tu. 
ttioh unM iiapl^* but n6t d&n^rott^, urileft} Mi f &r fti t6 «K. 
tiimnliw tiM ^landoi of fbot brigiit ^es, is M¥tttiaAMntik td M^ 
m liie Htfoert AmnitUibte dheitiy . 

If appNin &om thati 4aid Adeline, you ar^ m Uttie chmA.^ 
jour entmite. 



> • 



I see, said he^ you will either make me a hero or ^ being io- 
len^ible : and as m^ assertions on either of these points can. by 
no means prove my ai'^meht, 1 sfhall resign the i^eld. 

May I aik, have yoa 6vet been ih Scotlahd ? I, isaid Avelihe^ 
hln^ been iii Ediiiburgh,^ Glasgow^ and m the oastk 9i Diim- 
ftivtbiw 

You have then, said he, rejoicing that he had drew her into 
eoh?ers4tidnv seen the swkkd of the imihartal Sir William 
Wallace. 

I had the honour, said she, to raise it in my hand, but had I 
tot knowi^ of his existailce beyond a doubt^ eovild not hive 
believed it possible for any man to ^ield it. 

Have you, said he, been in Holyrood^bouse.- ? 

I have^ said she, and also on our return^ niy father took me 
to Boine of the idands», in one of which, called Stafia, we spent 
s few days, and w«re hospitably received and entertained by a 
pvfy of London gentry^ who came there^ it being the summer 
fieaion> to seis the beauties and natural curiosities^ the islands ; 
lisi^e Weve basaltic ptlhsrs resembling those of the Qiant's C«u^« 
Hftyii aiid w|uch some think a ccxitinuatipn of the saof^e mole; 
ia ttiis island is the celebrated cave of Fingal, one hundred 
md sevcD^en feet high at the mouth, and into which tl^e tide 
flows to the depth of nine feet. 

I could stWctely, said he, hdtr6 ittiat^ihed thdt 6i*ie 6f bur taoirt 
te*H6d philbfeolrtitrt could ha(v6 gbrie ifc'out th6' diicriptidfi 
more accurately. 
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. We also, said she» during our stay in Ediiiburgbf bad a 
.number of musicians^ with whom I was higfalj pleased; 1 
think the Scottish airs remarkably sweet, and when w^dl ex- 
ecuted nothing is more fascinating. There is one in {HU^icular 
that was performed with much justness, and indeed for a 
fortnight afterward, I betimes would have thought I heard the 
soft strains of it vibrating in my ear ; now according to mj 
share of taste and judgment I considered it executed with cor- 
rectness and euphony. 
', ' ' . ■ .■•.,- 

Pray, said he, may I ask the name of it ? 

I think, said she, they call it <' Through the wood laddie.'- 

, . .... 

1 know it, ma'am, said he, perfectly, and could give it to 
you on the violin, or, as our countrymen call it, the fiddle^ 
have you got such an instrument in the c^tle ? 

We have, sir, said she,- — my brothers perform a little on it : 
but that instrument which is most practised in our family is 
the Irish harp, and one perhaps you would esteem but lightly. 

Upon my honour ma'am, said he, it is quite otherwise ; I 
am extremely fond of the harp, and have not the least doubt 
but you can touch it with a masterly hand, if you'll allow me 
to apply that epithet to a lady's hand. 

« 

They had now commenced what might be called a musical 
conversation, the most delightful to bom of any other, but I 
am much inclined to suppose that* any ordinary subject on 
which Sir CoU could have succeeded to engage her was interest- 
ing to him in an important degree. She asked many questions 
of him regarding the natural beauties of Scotland — ^its moun- 
tains, lakes, woods and rivers ; besides others respecting 4t» 
historical and political character ; but not a word was there 
from either even tending toward that subject so much hack- 
neyed by every pretender ; although I might venture to say, 
one of their hearts was probably as sincere as those who at 
every interview of such a kind make manifold more profes- 
sions. 

While they were thus employed, and the time seeming to 
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)iass imperceptibly with them, a meswinger came from: the. 
other end of the room and requested his company with the 
gentlemen, that they were all getting favourite pieces of music 
performed, and that he was called upon to make a choice as 
well as others. 

I have, said Sir Col! McDonnell, found my present corripariy 
so pleasing and also so improving, that it is with sincere re^- 
gret I part them, notwithstanding that music is so dear to me: 
noirever, ladies, keeping in mind your first indulgence, shall [ 
expect the honour of your company as heretofore oii my re- 
turn after discharging those duties, required of me by ^:be 
gentlemen in the other side of the roem« 

. On being answered in the affirmative, he politdy took his 
leave of them, and passing to the other jparty, we, said they,. • 
sre each of us about to get his favourite piece of music played 
by the minstrels, and we thought it would be an act of injustice 
not to give you lawful notice, so you are at liberty to call upon 
whiatsoever air you wish, whether nationisd, fanciful or otherwise; 
]^eed, said he, there are many airs, both Scottish and Irish, 
which I could odl upon ; but perhaps they might discover more 
want of taste than wore I to sit silent, but when I hear ybiit^* 
choice melodies severally performed, gentlemen, I shall do my- ' 
self the honour you are kind enough to propose, whether my^' 
selection be tasteful or not. 

m 

The minstrels now stood ready for commencing, and begin-, 
mg at the host, each in tuirn made a request until it went round 
them all save McDonnell, who, speaking as he had done before, 
ttid, the tune he wish played was only simple, but as it was the 
(meperforoi^ on leiiving nght of the toiountains in Scotland 
there were possiUy gentlemen present who wished to hear it a»' 
Well as he : therefore, he said, he would call upon that oiie 
called, *' Through the haatel glens of Spey," where, said he, I 
fondly hope to return, at one time or other, however delusive 
Qy Ibiid ^l^pwtiitioos migfat he, iini&huig the last .part of the 
^entenoe Mrith a long, sigh* 

i 

Aveline and her friend sat listening to the eonversation^ 
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chi/efly that part of it where he said^ with a 8ig|^ he hop^ to 
ret^irn to the hazei glens of Spey. ^ 

He se^ms, poor yoyng lad, said Rose 0'Nfeil)| tp h^y^ a s|jp-^^ 
cere wish to return to his eountry, but what the ti^s ^re,^ whi<;h 
engender those weighty sighs that he heaves, I cannot take 
ufjtm mp tp 8ny ;, hut ajisu^ly tjbe^ ♦if thfH h^ q|lk?4 for ja ope 
of Ijhe sw^te?t i^yer cqpii^^ in th^ Q<iviiQ4 ^u^try. H^e 
you thai WQr^§ ? ^; ^. 

Y^ I httY^i mA AyeUnei, ^miUag, m^ Mn Veginintf to £e^ 
there j^ loy^fufidepr t^.lmzel i^lis oi 9p^y ; tiMit "W^ri aounds 
ao heayily on his heart sjMrwgSf 1^*1;, cfy^nt unkn^mrtt to hm^ n 
I imagine, it has brought forth a sigh, and whether it may be 
lore ofddndMd^ Icxve of coumtcy, or love olaitotiiep kind, I ean- 
nottelL 



TJj^fi piy w^oi^ mi f^^iltj Ro6«, yowtf disfioatton. of lovei 
I4l4< ^9 ^wiB^Vim tQ }m niMicir^topd undev the word '^ hazel 
g]m'' 9901 V^^^>^ mffwl$i m tl^r kind; and indeed BliBsr 
4ty^P9> w^^ ymiiFf 99hvan ftioe wd aerioua looks, ivko wwild^ 
h»ii(fi tllwglMi thAt yqu^ kll^w what tbeoiifiaauig of ^hat dan^eiw 
ow^tipm >ta4 ?r 9p^/tlimkiQg that you. could giiffei suck a SiDJuBtk'- 
ed «?(^p}fmfltU>]} of iti» bnt^pu awfto miuofa^ven to meditation 
ai)4 tbfHlgbJt lin^c M(hp om. t^ll what those ttioughts avei! 

As the minstrels performed the tune, they went over the 
wQr4s9f1;^e^qi?^^to,.t^^ 4 




¥ho' foatohi^ Spcy should qnit'thiB g^<>, 

»bto^y> J^;;^ is f^?^ 

Y#ung J««y Gam*ioft piea^^s me." 

Yie% 8afii<Bos0.Q^ilei^ that%.theoi%ni^of those^^^l^ 
ed sighs, and likewise that ardent anda^xiQpi^hope of ¥6luM«^ 
ing to hia country. 



■••*.- 



Aod,i|(Qor Iftd, said A valine, vi i^uch a te«i?p€»t surely theiiB 
t$^^jft!dm ^d not Oqqur U^ hiul t;o4nigbt ; bMt certamlytiii, a 
t^TOP€i$tuQUs houiT Bk|? tp tliat in tvhich. h« landed, even tjb^t h^ 
had Men possessed of some of your iodagitiary sensations, he 
tould not be occupied so foolishly. 

In.iUfh^t a, fantastical siUy UgUt, said the; ojther^ you, nepi^senjt, 
t^lfjj^ ^na^ttera whjcji yoiii miomW wJish ta be so I ain pertain ; 
Imt t^ l^sjt ^gb he gaye^^and the air hp catWd for> t^U me no 
les? l^an h(? is i,q l^vci, W>d also longs to retwn ; it is very pos- 
^^j^.t^^tf yqur r^^n^btaiiice ^ to the friend he^ left bebin^^ has 
^Wf^tflk pripcipal r^asou for kl^ insisting, or rati^r wliciting^ 

^AVeline said nothing in answer to this dissertation^ but 
^j^e^t and; unknpwingly relaj^ed info her pretty grave face' 
and J^hflpsophii^i ^ 

l*ake care, said Ilp5^, taking her a flap, on the cheeky tf^k^ 
care said she, or you'll sigh yourself into love, and I vtrish it is 
MtJb^, hpffiB^ with you ; if y<Hi would quit thi9king» and l€i^ve 
mie your deep reveries, vou . might do better ; but I almost 
Ke that you are gone and bewildered in thought. 

Jihopa^ said AvreliiM, you; are not imputing a weakness to me, 
oflwftieh Lam alto^ffaer innocenfc; if ever you hadknown me 
iqutt^r^ m vain Meas) ot faiaciful notions, you might) well IK^- 
ctseinpL; but aa it is^ I thilnk you; haire no reason. I indeed 
Qkufe cmftss^ said sh^ that I pitied him, but any> fart^cir I 
cannot by any means, submit to an unjust accusatlaa; dAd: 
therefore npiy dear friend, I beg you will not tease me a^y 
fitth^ OB tiffs mattier. 

l^dd'tiotf wSsftf, said^ tUe other, you should understand nie at- 
tilski^ybur r am <rtily^represettting as a fHend to yoti;lJlie 
[nianner in which I see you are aif<^ed, and whtcti 1 ththk you 
pre not aware of: you sa^y you only pity hini« but I beseech 
Ph#^ £h^t term.i(or it has unthii;ilanel|: led thpu^ 

W^^ea^^ intp tJbe naost in^Xtn(y^Wfe and Im*^^ 

[i^fevife^ii^ IPor what is pity ?" It is,u?^d6ubt. 
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edly love unfledged, and though callow at present, and lyirjig 
as it were, in embryo, it will positively assume strength at one 
time or another, and mounting on wing, you know not where 
its flight may terminate. 

Your wholesome counsel, said Aveline, is both salutary and 
pleasing to me, and if I may be allowed anything to say in 
justice of my own inclinations, must always suppose that thet 
pity which I felt toward him, was nothing more Uian whatthe^ 
ties of humanity obligate one rational being to feel for another ; 
and in compliment to you pretty Rose, for your moral lecture 
and refined dissertation on the foregcnng subject, I am called^ 
upon to say you have even excelled the gravest of the fathers, ' 
whom when in the habit of receiving monastic admonitions I 
was accustomed to hear ; but I hope with me you will conclude 
that the air is sweet, and also that the young Islander feels its 
most affecting pathos, which I presume is nothing more than 
what any young man would, when in a strange country he 
should hear one of his national airs well executed. 

Well, said her friend, let us conclude so, for he is coming^ 
to join us 1 see. 

l^adies, said he, on returning, I feel much happuiess in re- 
joining you ^ain, after hearing so many of our sweetest na- 
tional airs performed-r-a pleasure in which I am certain you both 
participate as deeply as the poor stranger ; but certainly lady 
Aveline, if she will allow me to call her by that name, for I 
think I will not be mistaken in saying that she is a musioaL 
eniAusiast. 

But pray, said Aveline, which of these pieces did you con* 
sider the sweetest? for that old Irish melody called "Hoo^ 
lagandaffh oh/' in niy opinion is beyond comparison^ and like 
many others of our country, it is well adapted to the harp ; \% 
was on thfi^t instrument it was coiBposed; 

Assuredly, said he, it is fascinating; to an extreme and ia one 
of those melodies I presume which to all the world has celiebra-^ 
ted your country, for the soft cadence and melancholy of her 
music ; but may I ask how you liked the Glens of Spey? 



J Extremely well, said tliey, have you been accustomed to hear 
it sung ? 

« 

yes, said he, often. 

. Was it by gentlemen or ladies ? 

1 have heard it sung by both, said he, but think that a soft 
Voice suits it best ; and lady Aveline, I would venture to assert, 
ftat if you hare the words and please to essay,' you can do it 
lequal justice. 

I am indeed, said she, fond of the air, and have the stanzas 
or words, 1 should say, but cannot please myself in singing, and 
perhaps might please others less. 

You have heard it done so well, said Rose O'Neill that, she 
is intimidated, notwithstanding her being possessed of a sweet 
Toice and science in proportion. 

But, said Sir Coll, will you inform me, is Sir Phelim Itoe 
O'Neill, Earl of Tyrone, related to the family of Shane's Castle ; 
I mean, Sir Henry, to your family ? 

He is, said O'Neill, our kinsman and our firm ally long and 
often tried ; our common ancestor, reigned in Tara, besides 
many others of the royal Hy-Neill race. 

I feel, said Sir Coll McDonnell, sincerely unhappy in your 
last relation, so much so that I could almost wish I never had 
touched on the shores of your hospitable island ; bad I met you 
in the field of battle as an open enemly, or had I never known 
eith«* the goodness or the engaging manners of an O'Nbill or 
a McQuillan, I might not now regret my coming ; but as it is, 
1 am aUnost unfortunate in being rescued fk-dm tne ftiry erf the 
wind and waves. 

■• « ■ » ' 

And pray. Sir, said Daniel M'QuiUan, may I «tk .wiMfe is the 

cause of this strange emotion in your mind ? 

The cause, said M'DonneJl is this, Owrep Roe O'Donntlf pf 
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l^reontidil umit to tny father supplicating assistunce agaitiftt 
Earl of Tyrone, in eonseq nonce of which embassy I atti Seiti 
with these troops to succour your late enemy. 

It is more than probable, said 0*^Neill, that you may meel 
us there under the banners of out friend ; but if you shouldf 
my dear sir, I beg of you not to let it disturb our present ha] 
piness ; for you know that acts of generosity and Kosf^talsJ^ 
may be performed in the field of battle, as well as in the ^mwiDg] 
room or cabinet. 

Owen Roe Baldearg, whom you atre ab^ut to snecoor, is 
brave man, and I am certain you will be as much attacbecl I , 
him after a little intercourse as you have been or are to youi 
present host and his friends. 

These things are no^sible, aire tmly p6srsi1^1e, said Mr]!>6in]tell ; 
but still they cannot set my mind at rest ; hoW^vM', M t find it 
is inevitable, I shall take it in as go^ pAtt as I dah, hcfpitig 
that you will all think as favourably of nae ^ my mismn will 
allow. 

While they were faandlittg i\Ai dihagreeabhi sttbjetit iV6rik 
right to left, Av^ine and her friend were listening attenti^ly, 
and no doubt bore a part in the depressioh of mind into wnK.b 
the stranger was lately cast He turneil his^ eve< freqt^enUj 
toward her, and seemed from the time he was informedf of their 
lilUiHif)« ^ Tyvoiie, totally lost in tl|ongM» 

A, bell at kngHh Mnonnoed the hoot of s«]|i^en and tikety te^ 
j^Md obedient to the call, some with heairl^ m UgM a<m as 
iih<cnfill aa th9 lark that sour^alolfc^ and car<da up to^ heaveB 
h&n n«aniulg bynEini» but o^besa iiffecte4 in* a differ^i^t manaer ; 
fa0w«vwbtbanigbt patted ov^er aB)r^al)ljritand tlia ^oUowing day 
was set apart for some little sport and pastime.^ ii^ ordw t^ hik 
nish any unfavourable thoughts from their minds that might 
wikm fmwthvlilteedaiDcftlseteteM kfewMn ttielF guest anAtitem. 

\ should be glad, said old Daniel McQuillan, that we could 

hater k tMe to-day, it ii noW long slneef 1 Have Mert' d ttiaftdh on 
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#« tibi^, fitid. Vt life could find a good fiair, I think the V^titf 

^ tbik fiihe morning would add much to our diversion^ and the 

eourse is in such condition that the cattle themselves woiild 

t4;e^ljg^t io the !ex^p}sf. 

I have an old bloody said O'Neill, which has reigned victor 
^p;Ui^f(^ Qiapy year?^ wd though noar cast,, h^s §till spHnk^ 
J^ougjb*\iand |s^s k^D for the Wd ,«9 wben he started a thr^i^r 
year-old, and t<> jtiw ^ lU ^Jt Wfl ^utvind .the tiejit jg| yp«ir 
country gallopers. 

|)o j^fw ]»^a% ^id :<3aoy M'QwUsp^ ^14 Xa»h ? 

ybe ,$am^ s^id he. 1 fear, replied #© other^ we bskv^ ij©* 
iMng in this country coiild either catch Ijfirh or niatph l^ini ^ 
however if ^ e had any one that could start with himj. it wcml4 
itm mtae # Jittle paBtime. 



> 
^ 



Could M^IIyeI;lnaa's|8olt4pnpthil^?f£»^ I^niel M'QulIla^ 
I see his son putting him frequently over the caurse^ and I caa 
4Msare y,im he omns mxA and bng^ 

Js he f ^lL4lred ? sajx^ M'Pflnnfai 

He is blood by the sire, said Garry McQuillan ; biit his dam 
lame from one of pur Ovvn watery isjan^s^ And I thiplc ithfit the 
Brimmagh Dhu, that vk th^ naipQ^e which his inaster gives biiff» 
I say I must think that the Brimmagh 0hu has as much fire 
from Her as irnm his high-bom sire, and i i^an tell y cm be will 
do much more th^ any person is a i«Reof{ but I l^aw he has 
9 custom of bolting, and unless we eould secure him from this 
pmctice, we would have little sport, an# again there is no pos-* 
Ubiitty of pulling 'him: howler I think if he k(^ep$ to did 
T«Wh twice round the course w three times, he will be more 
easily managed; the best plan, in my opinion, or rather the 
Ij^st rempdy against bolting is, to run him ^ith winkers, and 
« it is necessary, we shall put a curl> on him, and { think be?^ 
tween that and a pair of good spurs,, we shall manage him. 

thig wiblLerSy said Baniel M'^^aA, may be useful to him, 

s 



146 M'DONKELL, AND THE 

Jbut I 4o not approve of the curb; he h|ui alwtvs beeniuccii** 
tomed running m a snaffle, and I would not like ^ to try h|i9* 
with any other. 

But I know not whom we can get to ride him, for iny father^'s 
jockey is gone to ride near Dublin. 

No man, said Garry, shall ride him but young M^Ilvehnan, 
nor do I think he would do as much for any other, as Acarcely 
any person besides this lad ever has been on his back. 



Well; said old Daniel McQuillan, will you send and apprize 
M'llvennan that he may know, and also that we may hear 
what he says» for I am persuaded he has a high opinion of the 
*Brimmagh Dhu, but Sir Henry, I would fondly know if you 
have got a jockey ? 

I have the jockey who always rode Tarah, said he, and I be*- 
lieve he is something akin to the Brimmagh in his disposition^ 

for he is unwilling to allow any other to cross him. 

. - 

But, said M'Quillan, since your jockey is a professional horse- 
man, it will be necessary to give charges to him that he act 
fairly with young M^lvennan, as we can say he is but a chii4 
and never rode a match before. 

I shall charge him strictly, said O'Neill, for there is all reason 
that the Brimmagh and his rider should get fair play. 

Well then, said the other, what would vou think if you and 
I should step over and ask him for the colt ? 

This being settled upon they set out, and topping the hill 
liegan to come in sight of the cabin, but were met by the 
master before they came forward, carrying a weighty bludgeon 
of black thorn under his arm^ and his hat in hit hand, 

Musha ^ood maprow marriing to you, says he, and you're ^ 
thousand times ifelcome. 

M'llvennan, said M*QuilUn, we are about to have a r^pe, if 
you 4II0W us. 
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' jALrrah long life to yourselves many a good race, my blessing 
iig^fat on the times I have seen about Dunluce a hiskey. But 
why do you ask if I will let yes? Sure you know I have been 
[^k this saison almost from hallontine, and bad luck to the 
monel of any thing gave it to me, but just as you observe for 
want of a good race. 

Why, said McQuillan, the business is, Sir Henry John 
O'Neill has challenged all the North of Antrim, from the Bann 
to the Bush, and from the Bush to Croaghmore, boasting that 
\ old Tarah could run away from them all. Arrah by the frost 
although I would'nt like to pick a quarrel with Mister O'Neill 
bekase as I may safely say he's an ould cronie of yours, master, 
but if he was Tarah over again, by Sbeemiss a Murphy 111 
find a horse will run with him, and that not very far on either, 
mind I'm telling yes, at the same time drawing himself up on 
his centre and assuming more confidence. 

And pray, said McQuillan, where is that horse, for I can think 
of none swift enough ? 

If yes don't know then I tell you without putting a tooth 
in it, and bad luck to the other horse I mane than the Brim- 
magh Dhu, striking the palm of his hand sharply with ^ the 
cudgel, and looking with determination in O'Neill's face. 

From this saying, said his master, am 1 to understand that 
you will let him run to save the honour of your country ? 
Arrah by the nine Whillans* if he could run with the wind 
you'll get him with a faultie. I find therefore that you are 
willing and since this day is so far spent I wish that you have 
him in readiness pretty early to-morrow, and bring him to the 
ground with your son who I intend shall ^de for the honour 
of the family of McQuillan and the Castle of Dunluce. M^- 
Uvennan went away as much loaded with honour as if he had 
he^n chosen in the combat of the Horatii against the Curatii. 
A itaessenger was immediately despatched to Clanbuoy to pre- 



• Tht Whillans are nine rocks in the sea near to Glenarm, lying pretty low, an4 
called kj «ome The Maidens. 



pai!e old Tarah «nd btve bim on the ground befoie ten the sen 
iDoniing^ with his jockey 0'K!eUy wd alt his fumitxim *^ 

Bf *lhrennan tutned into his cabin after the gentlettieit toeik 
leave of him, and raising himself up like an orator With thehtl 
oh his brows, and still retaining the cudgel fiist grasped bjr tli# 
middle, musha by my faith, said he, stopping in the niidate df ^ 
the sentence and calling cheo to Driver, who interupted him 
by fawning on him, Choo agady I say with your bad manna%^ 
arah will some of yes take houJ^d of that dog till I be: done 
spaiking« 

The dog was now laid hold on by two of the children, wiii0 ^ 
with much difficulty held him down, but still the faithful . 
animal kept his eye fixed on his master, a personage dearer to 
him than the emperor of all the east 

I say, said he, d'ye see me now ? I am chosen to prap up 
the honour of Mister McQuillan, by running the Brimmagh 
Dhu against ould Tarah of Clanbuoy, as 1 was saying, honev* 
what's that 1 smell burning in the fire over bye there? Arrah,- 
why dont yes look out to the sheep, ye lazy blaggard spalpeens 
you, as i may say. Well then hang me.— where did you leave, 
the cow's pat? But to make a long story short — who' that 
guv hie whiskin along the ditch and a brown dog after him ? 

As he pronounced the last word Driver espying the dog, 
bolted through between his legs overturning both the children, 
and nearly taking the feet from the orator, who struck wickedly 
at him as he passed with a niarrafastte to the bad bireed of yes ; 
but as soon as he saw him and the other engage» throwing away 
his cudgel, he ran after him with a thousand whillilieus and 
hirruSi now agaddy ». Xttw shake him ahalliagjh* 



The purport of this unfinished oiation was to telt his family 
that he stood pledged for the. honour of McQuillan, and also 
that he intended to go to Baiiagh^r* for a littel of the sacred! 

* Bapagber Charch, in the county Derrf, standi sonth-weat of Dunffiran, and waa 
araetad in the fiftli oamory: hero arealao tha walla of an old abbey, w tolerable re* 
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m, to ca9t over the Brimmagh to save him fix>m witchcraft^ 
br the blink of an iU eye» said he; 

It Was not that he doubted the speed of the Brimmagh 
iiihst any thing that ever went on four feet» but suspecting 

bt Vv itchciraft, necromancy, and all kinds of conjury were a 

^ t at Such a time, and on the other hand, knowing that the 

ue of Banagher sand was a complete repellative and counter- 

ctdr of all secret machinations, he mounted his capul bavin, 

^utred in Straw saddle, or what the Irish call a sugan, with 

ups of gads or withs and a pair of branks^ brandishing over 

head his shilelah, and holding his eibows as high as his ears 

illing aloud to his Andromache to fling the beso»ta» aftte 

km, 

Jost a^ h^ bad commended hit prosperous cateef, attended 
by sfii the omens of fortune and good luck,, and humming to 

^t T^je titular taint of Banaglier was Kbrrough^ d'Heanjr in whosff name the 
.HidJB lifled, andatlscr bf out of the aati&e fdmfly'. There is ai small stream passes this 
dturth^ taiUed Ovuen' ReaghV ^^^^ to thc^ source ef whie^ in tine mvftintaiirs, H ti dee^ 
podly called Lagrne^paiiitiei whetean^ enormeui sorpctot, diys tiadiiiou, liescuil^d up^ 
tliatwas formerly accustomed to come out, aiDd> life round a Mtt^efr^eu hill with h^ 
tt^in bis mouth. He had committed many ravages on the neigbhourhig herds, nutil 
St. Marrongh prayed to be enabled to put three bands of rusbes on him, wFiich waa 
Inoted to him ; he then prayed that these three bands might become bands of iron^ 
vlikb wa»a{s0 granted :• th« serpent then requesttd, they sa^, to have bis facr tamed 
to 6' Haoc't Goiutry^ whkb the pmus saint was good enough lo aik>w. J ^elIVf^v<)e^^ 
u often M I passed this' place to hifve a «etious dread on me^ for 0*Heiiney's pri«oiieit^ 
ia times past when wheel vehicle* were not so common aa they are now, and ohiefiy \M 
niOi^atainous regions, it happened on a day that a number o( eariiets rrtuining from 
t^egleb woods^, wtth tiusses of thnber suspended ofi each 6ide of their hordes to file 
piOi of their straddlef^ were 6t>ti[ling:toOwea ReagH; btftit waar seswolfen wtdi the 
timimer runs^ ehctt tbe^ were oUig^' to hry down flraiir iowtv^ a«d wait omii the water 
ittbsided* Ibere was a poor man residing Gonveaiei>t ;lo 4h^ strea» above meniieiied^ 
VflO, being tortured witii the rheumatic pains^ bagged td bo carried out to see tlie 
P*tti«M of thci torrent falling' into Lag-na-paistie. He w^s, according to his wishes,. 
f^ ok WEk e2Bine(W€^ above, «n# his attendaiK^ #tfM- (stAi^ irp, leading tifitr alofie, 
vkea ik» piB9>of one of thcatsaddW 4^t had fattea. tuw thtt ittMutt 4|if|^nitittg WMm 
tb&is the surface ol the w!ater« ats the hornt of th0 pai9<ie iis»^ toi deyouir hiHi^ 
tpniog to luB fet tand made the beat of his way bome,f im^fet feiBliog,»piiA^ muf adua 
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himself ** Patrick's Day in the morning" he espied .at soixie €^*| 
tance approaching him, a red-haired female, barefoot, and be^T 
perfectly aware that this was immediate disaster and misforta: 
he was entranced with apprehensions regarding the sequel 
his journey, and reining up the capul bawn, he waved 1 
cudgel, shouting aloud to her to take to the one side, acco] 
panying his peremptory orders with all the opprobrium 
vernacular tongue would allow ; showering down on her h< 
bad lucks, murrains, and marafasties in abundance. 

From M'llvennan's waving, hilldoing, ahd other violent agita^: 
tions, the woman imagined that he was in some kind of distresv) 
and required hei" immediate assistance, therefore she with all**^ 
haste made directly toward him, which so far disconcerted him;'' 
that clapping spurs to the capul bawn, he wheeled to the ri^ht 
and made out of the way at full speed ; but there being a lar^^e . 
trench before him, and the woman taking a near road, he lost 
all patience. To turn back was to him nearly as bad as to * 
meet his evil star, and being hemmed in on every side, he 
scarcely knew what to do, until leaping from his oaten saddl^^ bev 
took up an armful of stones and let ^ at her, who perceiving ' 
his meaning and not till then betook herself to flight, being foL 
lowed across the field by a brisk cannonade, the bullets rolling 
on right and left as thick as hail. 

\\ hen he had properly repelled this fatal omen, that was just 
on the hinffe of uncloing all his most brilliant hopes, he mount- ' 
ed a second time, and had not ridden far until he found a horse- ' 
shoe which happilv undid all the baneful consequences of the ' 
former events, and ensured him prosperity for the remaining 
part of his journey, let him meet whatsoever he would. The 
sum of the matter was that he arrived safe at the place, entered 
the hallowed ground, put up a short prayer to the saint, and 
what was remarkable, met one Murrough O'Heaney, a lenial 
descendant of the guardian angel of that district, and called 
after bim name and siimame. it is directions were to cast three 
handfuls of the sand which O'Heaney lifted to him in the 
name of the saint over the horse as he left the stable door in , 
the morninff, and as many over the rider, and that he might 
sleep on either ear in respect of vfitchcraft for that day. 
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|r jHe arrived at home a little before day, and had just taken a 
l|wt sleep and given some refreshment to the companion of 
P« journey, hanging up his oaten saddle and timber bridle on 
Idle balk of the couple over the capul bawn^ where she stood 
sramping her fodder with her sleek hide as white as a daisy ; 
[say just as he had given her a little provender, the cry struck 
lis ear, that there was old Tarah surrounded by some hundreds 
bm Clanbuoy and heading fairly for Dunluce. 

M*Ilvennon that instant threw all from him and running to 
the door took a shai'p look of him, muttering into himself, 
Ihira-lhora he's a vourneen, but Fm afraid sand and all it will 
itand hard with the poor Brimmagh Dhu. Och on, och on 
Mj poor fellow, ohoo agaddy I'm not speaking to you, you're 
[tlways bothering me when you see me in trouble ; my poor 
pPdlow, I say oyer again what will you do ? For as I'm a sin- 
ner that horse is as long as the barn and the byre. 

1 The place where the Brimmagh stood was with wattels and 
piaster made as close as a magpies nest, then lined within with 
tbaw mats to save him from the walls, and appearing as dark 
Ma vault. 

A messanger now came from Dunluce for the colt, and 
brii^g a good cover with hifio, so that he might appear as rd 
^table as possible. When he was brought out, his master 
M not forget to cast the sand over both him and his son, to- 
gether with a hearty blessing, receiving on their backs a shower 
^pf besoms, brogues s^nd broomsticks from the chiidren ; but he 
could not move from the door unless, frisking and playing, until 
they had to bring forth his dam after her long journey and 
lead her along siae of him. 

All the peasantry, even to the little boys, now gathered, out 
^Bd inarched aloQg with the young hero, who was about to 
Jnake his first experiment on the sod. The ground on which 
the match was to be run, was a little green eminence having a 
^^^e. fence of a, circular form round its extremity,, nearly a 
#e in lenjgtH ; the field was altogether flat, 4faye this little pro- 
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tuberance, which was a good stand for the specttitoni, and 
including all the ditches and hills in the ne]^t)our^odd, wat' 
covered. 

After they had waited long in anxious expecitation, hoj^i^ 
their hands above thdir eyes and as every horse topped the h^ 
hearing the cry there they come, old Tarah at length appeal 
covered and led by a groom ; when he was stripped he snoi 
like an old veteran, who, often victorious, and thinking tl 
his services in the field were done, was yet bbliged to comd foi 
against a new opponent. As he passed along with a light si 
his fiery eye rolled red and restless, viewing tlie ground 91 
grinding the well burnished bit, all laved in foam. His cdloj 
was a dark chesnut, with a few scattered hairs on bis tai!, I* 
bade speckled with snowdrops, and the scars on his flank rep) 
sented the laurels of many a hard earned victory. 

The Brimmagh when stripped was what we would call i 
pretty animal, having a small white rateh, as some jockid 
term it, turning over the far nostril ; in colour he wasas b'a(^ 
as jet, and his glossy skin shone like oilc'oth. He was hanl 
and round, and for a horse of his height few could be found oa 
.Gupying such a space of ground. His mane flowed in w^vei 
over his ne^k, one of his forefeet turning a little ou4;, and tp 
4»rown all, his -swe^ing Ua(dc tail fell down to >his lieelf ; h6#« 
«ver, it being switched, and his mane lightened, he had ^ mpdi 
amarter appearance. A^ be approached the course, he fliled ths 
air with shrieks and aeighkigs, snuffing and g&zing around h)4 
for his vencraUe dam, and frequently fhrowipg up his hetSi 
^ gMnboliiig liifB jiL foal. 



Sir flOTiy John O'Neill rode forward, halving tit CdH 
McDonnell on his right hand, and young Daniel McQuillan oa 
bis left ; and a» they were riding up to the cattle, said I wiU 
double the bets if yoti add another mile to <^e beat, rtk^hxn^ it 
f&ar times round ^e course, or four iniies. 

i fepr, said McQuillan, tbe (m\y chance we st^nd isin the <bdri| 
hf^at; for you know the animal is yoong, and I iniglit almost 
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|mr untried. He is active however, and light a foot said 
KNelll, ana it is more, than probable will take the first heat 
pom Tarah»— that is, iif he keep the course, otherwise it will 
spoil the sport. 

[, b^e w;as at tength prevailed lipon.to allow the colt to run 

e four-imle h&ii an^ giving orders fqr mounting, 

^Kdl^ ^riinff nim ofiT, and put him tialf round tlie cpujrse, 

inpg himTor the start ; at which the other a|ttempted to 

m afteV nim, .and whep he was overppwered by his riaer, 

ed and shook his. heaoL bolting forward^ and endeavouring 

lisengage nlmself of the rein. 

5- i i / • . 

Anah^ gramachree, said his master^ runningTorward; and 
^"^ing him and chafing hiq neck, be aisy, be aisy for a 
Le» and well sooq give you freedom. 



f » J 



M'llvennan at thid time became quite restless, runhing from 
ne side of the course to another, muttering, and not think- 
^ himself right in any ground. 

As .old farah came up to the start a second tUne, h^ ap- 
:ed quite another animal, his veins swollen and sinews at 
tension, his ears laid forward like those of a hare, and cut- 
all the capers be was wont to do at a more juvenile age. 

The jbcke;)^ was dressed in buckskin aind sc&f Ut^ wifch a whitie 
sih round his middle ; young M'llvennan in buckskin and 
m, With a scarlet sasfa, and white cA^ both. 

if old Tarah had 

lihd t^as no less so , 

I yoiittg soldier something 

The Dunluce men stood arranged on one side, with hope, 
fire, and anxiety painted in their features, and mostly armed 
^ith cudgels, watching only for an excuse to sally forth on the 

■ 
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Clanbuoy boys^ who stood opposite them as well prepared aii| 
as warm for the strife in favour of their hero. 

There w^s a stand erected in the centre, with a canopy, b 
admitting a view of the course in all directions, and on t 
structure stood old Daniel M'Quillan with the ladies. 'Twi 
astonishing to behold how the different parties had taken d 
ferent sides of the course, and also to see what phrensy was bu 
ing from their eyes, how firmly the Shilelah was grasped, \ 
the one foot set before the other in an attitude that defied 
opposition ; so that a single push now, or tramp on the t 
would have been suffdent to commence a universal quai 
not that there was the least animosity or hate on either sid 
but from the fervour into which they were roused, each par 
for the performance of their own champion ; and such is tl 
disposition and natural warmth of the brave Irish, who canii 
coolly stand by disinterested spectators to witness a hard strug« 
gte, whether between the rational or irrational species. 

** What a pity that evil designing demagogues should tak^ 
an opportunity of this national calor to msseminate the ele» 
ments of anarchy and discord in our once happy but now dis^ 
tracted country ;** and now would have been the time to leal 
these enthusiastic Irishmen against a foreign enemy, but tm^ 
movement of the crowd, and a universal murmur that spretd 
trom right to left, announced the moment of start, and thai 
being followed by a huzza from both parties, caused the spec- 
tators, who were advanced on the course, to look back, whel 
the first object that saluted their eyes was the white face (i 
the Brinoipagh Dhu, bearing for head, and his rider leanin| 
back with both arms separate and at full tension. Old TaraS 
was running hard upon his rear, on whose back Q'Kelljj 
seemed to be exerting his utmost efforts in pulling, at one time 
leaning forward as if to collect strength, and again rising in the 
saddle and casting himself backward until his head nearlf 
came in contact with the spine. 

Three cheers for Clanbuoy and old Tarah, that never came 
in hindmost yet, shouted those on the left. 
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i A$ many for Dunlvce^ shouted those on the right, and the 
Hack oolt that never was tried before. 

Keep him back, said Garry McQuillan, to young M^Ilvennan, 
s he was passing. 

. I am not able, said he. 

* 

, As they came up to O'Neill in another part of the course; 
lye the boy fair play, said he, and not press him so much to 
16 wall. 

They had encircled the ground once and no great difference, 
ich running nearly in the birth in which he started, and re- 
lying the plaudits of their phrenzied countrymen as they 
)re along ; wid now old Tarah forever — now you're doing it 

styl^ old veteran. 

'Twas coming round the third time that those on the centre 
pf the area thought theBrimmagh was coming alone; so equal 
Were they, head for head, man for man ; and it was stili\evi- 
2eiit to the spectators, that there was a strong rein on them 
'^^ but that thev were coming to matters in a kindly manner, 

.a jockey would say. 

tThe Brimmagh^s rider had now shaken off much of the 
wad which he had at first, and it must be qopfessed ro4e well : 
' called out it was as good a match as ever was run. 

As they began to encompass it the fourtli tim.e, botl^ were 
)ing what they could, and receiving adoionition alRernately, 
"^ heel and hand, as the poet says^ 

Can you do no more ? said McQuillan to his mi^n ; at which 
ipplying sharply both whip and spur, he sained the length of 
^^ neck, and l^ept it until they reached the goal, from which 
ftey were i^ot more tlian two l^underd yai^ds. 

The air was now rent with pries frqm the Dunlue^ V^en^ 
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and the master of the Brimmiigli being no longer able to I'lr^ 
either coat or hat, came bounmns .ftNrward ra^er li^e a naan^ 
out of hi3 ordinary senses, whillmeulng, ^e Brimmagh I%a 
Gofarag^ a halMagn, and I knew he could 60 the business. 

i 
Every wisp now that oould touch their bodies was busil 



employed in drying them, (Md Tarafa appearing as smafi at tl 
ladney as a foal, and the colt*s glossy skin shinmg like jet, ai 
copiously dripping tiie perspkafion.^ 

Young M^Uvennan had his wms nearly shaken off by Im^ 
neighbours^ and happy was he who could get a hold of hum. 

014 Tandi wa^ wett caressed also, and hailed with almoat as 
>inueh joy as if he had come in fim^o^t. 

After they were drenched with cordials, and properly eo(^ 
th<^ wer^ mcMmted a seccmd time, an4 & horseman s»t off to 
deai^ the course before them. 




said ne, 1 oo not wisb tnat you snouid mas^ cnuas 
play any longer, I know the horse is both durable and w^ 
^wufd^d ; ther^ore I charge you, let him run off from the «jtwi« 
£(pinghiii^ weU, but !by no means pu&^ig, until you ar^ 
y^ithin the last cdrde. 

^ 0%^^ at the fonclusi<;ai of these orders put his hand to 
iD^ckVf ajyinuch as to say, your mandates shall be obey^. 

His opjKment heai&ig the harangue, knew that if he^push-* 
«^ fnun the start I^e, thoi^gh nece^s^ty , must do the same^ and 
ip pf ernr^ ^ipself accoi ^ " ' ' 




Both bditf reined about, a?^ i^ttmg the word, w^it jM^ 
like a dap ofthunder, I'araui taking the lead. After the 
TOund the Br^jdooagh pai^sed hioq, and got into his old 
wil£adbieer&omm^ at whii^ O'Neill called to hi 
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I, if he can do it let him not come in hindmost. They 

now running iemar]{ably hard, the wind M^histling from 

9S they came round ; in the last or fourth circuit Tarah 

illy cleared himself, a space of which he did not lose an inch 

iring the heat ; and now the uproar was around the victor, 

ie air ringing with acclamations and darkened by the throw- 

' up of hats from all quarters, the Brimmagh being as much 

~ as if he had been victorious, his master walking before 

Im triumphantly and brandishing his cudgel round his head 

token qf defiance. The cattle were well rubbed and walked 

they ^ere cool, and every cordial procured for them which 

s considered to be a restorative. 

McQuillan's jockey waii pale as ashes^ and rather weak ; but 
was tfd^e|> into ^he castl^ with his adversary, and there ragaled 
with a glass of wine and other liquids of a strengtheiling 
nature. There was around all the course at this time a double 
tpilit of ansde^ and deep interest, each of the cattle having 
t^k^ii, a beat, md each party equally sanguine in fayour of their 
ctampioDi 

They were ordered at length to mount, and M'Quillan taking 
his joekey aside, said, let Tarah lead you by nothing more 
than the nepk, for the two first rings ; then, if it appears to 
JW th'^t you 9an hold to him with any kind of ability for so 
&r, 1 w^sh you to pass him if possible, but be assured if you 
l^t hiQi away from you any distance, you-11 never catch 
him ag^in. 

fh€ty veFQ to 9t,vt this time at the firing of a pistol, which 
^6y 4xdj gQing of nearly as quick as if impelled hy gunpow- 
der, the Brimmagh notwithstanding all McQuillan's in^ 
junctions, taking the lead, and making as if he would run away 
with his rider ; but he was hardly pressed by his veteran adver- 
runniiig him up to tiie ghrtb. to the fourth round, when 
and spurs were all plied with vigour, old Tarah driven 
foi the heat^ and the Brimpiagb pressed sorely to keep his 

Cmd ; when to the a8toiii^l|m^t of all present, they came to 
goal eveiji head*, the winkers of the cdt barely diatinguisbed 




] 
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by the judges past old Tarah's forehead, but no other difi 
ference, therefore it was made a dead heat ; and all. comin^ 
forward, declared it would be criminal to carry the contentio 
farther. This being the opinion of the two undertakers, it iv 
agreed that they should resign as they began, asserting thafi 
such a pair and such a match never had been witnessed on that' 
•course before. 

They now procured a couple of bagpipes from Sir Coll M^-; 
Donneirs Scottish regimen^ and causing them to play before | 
them round the circus, leading those two beautiful animak 
after, with the capul bawn along side of her colt, as he never 
appeared to be perfectly tranquu when she was not convenient 
to him one place or another ; old M*Ilvennan came forward 
caressing his horse and talking to him as was his usual 
custom, making moan foi him, and praising him all in the 
same breath. 

Arrah, my Bochiel Dhu, you have performed wonders, this 
•day, and by the frast, my son, you're kilt, far as I am fresh and 
fasting, save two or three glasses of brandy that I drank, I 
saw your purty black tail coming round the earner like the tail 
of a swallow by the cruiskin lawn, ma vourneen dhelis. 

The gentry now withdrew to the castle to spend the niffht 
in hilarity, and talk over the pleasures of the day, which aid 
not fail to afford abundance of entertainment, as sqarcely a leap 
was taken on which there was not some remai'k made^ and 
every time the subject was talked over, a new side of it was 
turned up, that had not appeared before, O'Neill himself con- 
fessing that although he was perfectly sensible of old Tarah's 
excelfence on the sod, yet the wind ana durability of the Brim- 
magh Dhu surpassed any thing he had ever seen. 

The village on the south side of the castle, together with 
the barrack, was filled with those who had come to witness the 
sport, and they were treated to plentiful libations of their native 
stingo ; two or three men being appointed both from the Scot* 
iish anc[ Irish battalions, and these invested with a power so.me«> 
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thing resembling a police^ in order to preserve regularity and 
peace ; for it was not to be doubted but their interference would 
be required before morning: and while they were enjoying 
themselves thus at Dunluce, it is not to be supposed that the 
cattle were left unattended. However, about an hour after, 
the porter announced the arrival of a stranger at the outer gate, 
whose business personally was with Sir Hetiry John O'Neill, 
and that he refused to deliver a sealed packet which he bore, 
unless to himself; I am at a loss to know, said Sir Henry, who 
this person is, or from whence ; but you had better inform him, 
that 1 await him at the drawbridge. 

He 18 on horseback, said the porter. 

Well, said Sir Henry, have his horse put up, and deliver the 
same message ! 

The porter having done as he was ordered, and the stranger 
coming to the place appointed, was immediately recognised by 
his friend to be Sir Hugh M*Phehm O'Neill, of Tyrone, son 
of old Sir Pkelim O'Neill, of same place. 

After the ordinary ceremonies of salutation were over, the 
the latter delivered tne the packet to his friend with his father's 
sincere wishes for the family's welfare. 

Having retired into an open apartment and unsealed the parcel, 
it contained thanks to him for his proffered services, but also in- 
formed him that a friendship was now cemented between him 
and the ancient and illustrious house of Tyrconnel, that he was 
happy it had ended agreeably to his mind, for otherwise it 
must have been productive of many of those lamentable evils 
usually attending on war. He also wished him in his name to 
thank the noble house of De Borgo for the like proffered ser- 
vices, as he had been always conscious of their attachment to his 
family, and that if in time they required a proof of his friend- 
ship, they had only to write to him when the &st opportunity 
served, and in three days' time they would see the broad flag 
with the arms of the ancient Hy^Neills, floating ^y^*^ th® moun- 
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tains of Daire Calgac to join the eagle of the Norman di 
Borgos. 

I am extremely gratified at this news^ said Sir Henty 
O'Neill, first on account of our own family and connexion^ f 
mean when I say so, the O'Neills and their friends, and se- 
condly on another account which l think you will know before 
you leave the castle. 

Sir Hu^h O'Neill was only a boy at this time, but he^ not- 
withstanding his tender years, was of an exalted den^eanour, 
being handsome in his person, and tastefully arrayed in the 
uniform of an ofiicer of Irish dragoons ; he was remarkably 
proud of his family, and scarcely thought any other in Ireland 
worthy to be compared to his own. He was informed l^ his 
friend concerning Sir Coll McDonnell's arrival, and likewise the 
expedition on which he came, but also of his severe contrition 
for the part he had undertaken, hoping^ said be, that an accom- 
modation would be efiected before he would leav^ the friends 
whom Providence had raised and collected tc^ther on , that 
tempestuous night, yes, even to the spot of our shipwreck, to 
save us from the merciless seas. 



Before says he, 1 could become an enemv to those who ^ved 
me and m^ men from a watery grave, and who haye cherished 
me in theu* bosom ever since, I would cheerfully fight tne 
tempestuous billows over again, leaving my safety to fate. 

These are his words, said b'Keill and the words of a voung 
man who to the finest feelipgji and charfict^r of a gentleman, 
adds that of a patriot and soldier. I shall have the na{j|pii]iess 
presently of introducing you to him^ who^ like jourwif is a 
young Knight, and I intrcfat^ my dear friend, whatever tfypic of 
conversation the company chance to discuss, that you will ayoid 
any thing pointed r^arding the expe^tion on wiiich Sir Ooll 
M'Dopnell has come to Irejiand.^ I shall a|so t^ (ijappy in in- 
troducing you to my good friend ,and his farnHv, I me^ M^- 
Qaillan, and charge yot^ to gaax^ yqur hiart, for there is a 
young lady of this s^me famfly, of a philosophiou connfenance, 
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iMi ihis^ort tinie, I don't fear, will disdriii you and ri^hder 
rdu caress of ah the beauties of I'yrone. 

Y6tf kt^ inttodMitig ta6 th«n. to danger, said Sir Hu^h^ a 
|«^b:tt-bi«hied s6Met bii the oiie hand, and a pretty fascinating 
I bfi f h^ dthei'^ so tike car6, 1 counsel ftu, how Voii biing 

Havlnef bre^pared him for the company, and led him in; he 
-^orm^ his promiae. the entire family being Overjoyed to 
• of the tidings of peace between the Tyrone power and 
;fte tyttmtiei ; but if the tidings 6f peace brought joy to 
ItlM^Qi^ it brought inuch mbre to Sir Goll M*Doriiiell, who 
Ibobght ihe day oti which he must leave Duiiluce as fatal to 
^*^ sik if it bad been his last. He had expeiiehced their 
nddhip and thclir hospitality iii the rhost distinguish^ 
jM^n^ ; he knew they wete dttsiched to hini sincerely, but 
tliere'W^ another tie detaining hiin^ which every day that he 
Jtiyed longer at th^ castle was taking a! firmer hold 6f tiitn. 

\ Hid lit^y ther<^ was iilde^d short as yet ; but during th^t 
liiihinitim 6f time he had talked himseff into love with that 
sweet interesting girl, an original of her kind. On the otheir 
hand, the honour of his father's house was pledge^ for the ful- 
S^ehi of this intended expedition to Tyrconnel, and^ there- 
fore, i^ tearing himself from Dunluce should be done at the 
foifeitiire of half his life, ^e was resolved to do it, but neyer 
could think of drawing his sword against theft), no, not even 
in defeAc6 of himself : so the neWs that Sir Hiigh Gfl^eill 
ktought to the castle that night could not ftdl to ^hilarate the 
hearts of ite inmc^tes, bttt of none so nnl6h ^s of iMt of the 
ydiing Highlander. 




Aveline and her friend had been ikell att^itdW to 
tfie day by their young knight, who, dismounting and giving 
l&fiolrse to a servant, squitSl them around tlie circus, and then 
IWieh th^ wished, retired with them to the Stand. They had 
been in an apartment of theii' own, %hto ydung b'Neil arrived, 
md before tney entered the great hall were informed of the 
^ent. u 

• 

7 
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As there was to be a ball this night in the castle, as well m 
the night of Aveline's birth-day, they had the hall hung rouna 
w}th ivy and holly, the berries of both being wrou^t into] 
festoons, had a romantic appearance when stricken hy the 
light issuing from massive chandeliers suspendeid on all sides 
of the room and often reminded them of the primitive statd 
of our forefathers, who were accustomed to hold many oi] 
their rural fetes under the greenwood tree, illumining the! 
scarlet berries and green leaves by th^ glance of the flame of ^ 
the oak, as the simple song and rustic tde \vent gaily round. 

Aveline McQuillan and pretty Rose O'Neifl appeared in a 
dress altogether different from what they had worn on her ^ 
birth-night, although it was as genuinely national They had 
made a kind of burgain or contract that they should both 
appear in the same garb, excepting the necklaces. Each wore 
a robe of vestal whiteness during the day, and this robe vtbs 
gracefully fastened by the Dealg-f allain, or rich circular brooch, 
rarely to be found unless in the family of an Irish noU«nan :. , 
from the shoulder fell a mantle of scarlet silk, fastened at the ^ 
neck with a gold bodkin ; and the veil,* which was called the i 
Fillag, had a binding that encircled the head, ornamented with 
precious stones. 

The veil, brooch, mantle, and bodkin, were now laid aside, { 
and the snow-white robe alone retained, with the arms and 
bosom bare, and the hair flowing oyer the neck, as was cus- 
tomary for the young ladies of Ireland. 

When they came in. Sir Henry did to hjs friend the same 
honours which he on a former occasion had done to Sir Coll 
M'Donnel ; as for pretty Rose she had seen him before. Seat- \ 
ing himself beside the ladies, he was much entertained with 
their conversation, wherein they described to him as well as 
they possibly could, the diversion of the day. 



J should have been glad, said he, to have added one to your 
party, that is admitting you and your guardians wauld have 

been complaisant enough to receive me. 

■ . - I 

* Tho veil, as i said before, was not customary to unmarried ladies. 



i 
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certainly, said pretty Rose, your company would have 
iteen quite agreeable to us, but our protection did not consist 
of the plular number, we had only one. 

So then, said Sir Hugh, fair cousin, I probably might have 
been delegated as a second in commission. 

Yes, said his friend, if our commander-in-chief had approved 
of your services, . 

And was it* necessary, said he, that I should have the appro- 
bation of your superior officer before I would be admitted even 
to serve you ? 

By all means, said Aveline, looking across the room at Sir 
Coll McDonnell, you know it was not in our power either to 
receive or reject you. 

If, .said Sir Hugh, my preferment must come to me in such 
a way, I fear it would amve mingled with bitters. 

Oh but then you are sensible, said Rose, that our presence 
would compensate for any little grievance you necessarily 
might feel, and so you had only to show proper obedience, as I 
said before, to your superior. 

Upon my honour, fair Rosamond, said he, I perceive you 
re fully aware of the value of your company ; however I 
lust confess that I esteem it highly, and to be frequently with 
roii would undergo more perhaps than you imagine ; in charity 
lerefore, to the poor stranger, you will please leave out two 
rords, that is, obedience and 'superior, words, I fear, not well 
understood by a descendant of the Hy Nials. 

1 hope, said she, you are not about to intimidate us by the 
dgh-sounding name and family of your ancestors. 

He was at length obliged to laugh right out at her, thinking 
the manner in which she exposed him and all he said. 1 

1 must surrepnder to you, said he, but will you be kind 
mgh to inform me who this Adonis is, I mean the gentleman 

4 
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wha personated your tuteliur Pffty v^<^ ih^ iR^in^^^f W. 
whose approbation I must (^ti^ ^fq^Q f c^n sW^ th^ cojoij 
paiiy of the dendi-goddesses/ 

At the time Bi'Donnell wa9 ^.ttipg flojpe^ young Draiel 
McQuillan came forward, asking him ^ny he^otolf^ qp jqelafil 
choly ; you are certainly M^JDonnell, said lie, mourning foi 
some pretty Scottish gir| \rhoq91 you h»ve Jeft behind; «q4 i' 
so in sincerity I beg of you do it in private* Qi;bei:wV(p yog 
will offend our Irish girls, who are as tenacious of attention a' 
any others ; ppin? }<»t us go OTer to them, lest' they skoul( 
h^ereafter ^j they w«ce negtedttd. 

Oh, said McDonnell, it is quite otherwise, they are by n< 
me^s n«fflected, sii^ice they have got Sb Hugh O'Neill to ' 
th^ir Koig^i^ it is possible they a» not further anxious. 



M'Quilan, smiling, pulled him up, and both goi^ over to 
the other side of the ]|iouse, were graciously received by their 
friends, McDonnell seating himself beside pretty Rose, and the 
other beside Sir Hugh CNeill. 

Why have you not come to your charge soona* ? said she, 
we have been quite solitary since you left lis. 

I hoped otherwise, said he, and in honour to your friend* I 
think you must revoke the last declaration^ 

I am always absolute, said sh% wd ^hen m pr^ljiu^ce, if 
once delivered, never wish tor^ci^ it, aud again yb^ Ipiow 
my fneiid is only one indUvidi^aJl« igpid there are a pluijdijty 

of US. 

Had I known^ said he, that I cpuld in th^e smidl^st de|pr^ 
have contributed to jroiir happineflfs \fy my mo^. sedtd^iU ^^^^^ 
tention, be assured it woula not have been 'waiitihgr^^r I 
4idly conjfefi!|s that such a ch^^ yf}^^ tp na€t 9)|pge$l^r 




. . "* 
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^po l^y t^e gei^t}^{nw PH ^tr rigbt han4, but not so 
Ij that sH\e didn't overhefir thpixi, thought frono such ^p- 
pe^i^anc^ as she ^aw thj^t th^re was ^om^thing like attachment 
existing between her friencl aqd the young Highlander, but it 
was 1^ sp on either partt 'twas for herself alone he sighed, 
4<^pugh she might tr^ly be plaped among the last who would 
tiun)f so. 

Are you fond. Sir Coll, of an excursion on sea in this fine 
x^eather? wd McQuillan. 

Y^, ] canna s^y but I aip, howaneveir* I w^dna like meikle 
to get sicna night as the one in which I cam to the^e shores. 

Perhaps, Siaid O'Neill, the gods were enraged with you, I 
me^n the ^cities of the watery el^ipents, seeing you were em- 
barked in an improper oause. 

The? wrath of these divinitie&i, said Sir Coll, together with that 
of the zealots who believe in them, never costs a McDonnell 
the second thought ; we love our friends, and have no f^ar for 
our enemies, turning himself rather about on his chair. 

And y^t, Sf4d th? pthi^r, yoU; ought tQ Ipve your enemies if 
you intend meriting the promis^4, reward. 

I ^g yp^r pardpQ, s^d M'lpSonn^lI, stpiijing, if yoUr intention 
is.tio, ermine pur mp^l ppnduci why do you not include 
oth^ »^ yrj^ as me ? 

If my friend Sir Hugh be come uppijt. a mission among us, 
said Daniel, I fear he may have more trouble in making pro^ 



selytes to his cause than he is awai;e oi 



I^^MrtrAw^l^fi: greasy, s^id M'XHmnoU, upon the nature of 
^j!?f^ iCw» y }^ hgcoRfipnftotwitb justice, wemaunna doubt 
it; }^ $hcKu)4 i^!t b^ an iiaprpp^r one, a^ he imputed to. me tOr 
n%)^ ii wiiepersw^^d litis cQnyQrt9» if we may call them by that 
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Money, said O'Neill, has powerful charms ; has l&equentii 
induced some renowned heroes to come over to a cause even 
it were not to be found among the best. When Philip of 
Macedon enquired at the oracle of Delphi, he was ordered to 
fight with silver spears, and Demosthenes himself was bribed 
by a very small cup, and it is sincerely my opinion that we still 
can find men like the Swiss, pliant enough to fight for gold in 
any cause. 

The ladies were thrown into terror by the turn which thijr 
conversiation had taken, as they saw in the countenance of both 
something prophetic of strife, and having interrupted them by 
several interrogations, yet all was to no purpose. 

As your discourse, sir, said McDonnell, seems altogether di- 
rected toward me, I must in justice to my family, laying his 
hand on his breast, say, that such mean ideas as you mention 
were eternally unknown to them ; but in regard of your allusion, 
clapping his hand on his thigh, where his sword usually hung — 
I have something in particular to say to you both, said 
McQuillan, 

Let him finish his sentence, said O'Neill, a few harmless 
words from a Highlandman can do us little harm, and I am 
aware he means nothing further. 

You may boast securely, said the other, since your present 
company and the hospitable roof of our friend screen you now 
from chastisement, and must tell you that there breathes not a 
Hy Nial in the lands of Inisfalia, against whom I fear to main- 
tain the cause of my family. 

Now, said Daniel McQuillan, will you both allow me to 
ispeak a few words on the subject in question, as I am positive 
each of you mistakes the other, and hence has arisen all the 
warmth of argument. When, you. Sir Hugh O'Neill, spoke 
of obtaining allies through the means of gold^ and deducting 
authority from classical history, for which I must compliment 
you ; I say, did you individually and personally allude to the 
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fimly of Sir Coll McDonnell ? and I also ask you, had you 
Kuse for that allusion ? 

I shan't explain ; I have told my opinion, and let every one 
~ it as it suits him. 

This, said McQuillan, corroborates my statement; you 
)inted it at no particular people, only when my friend, looking 
»ward McDonnell, made a wrong construction, you would not 
dtlidraw your hypothesis, a term which I think I may law- 
"ly call it 

Now, said he, turning to McDonnell, before this misconcep- 
ion, may I as a friend ask, was there any other spark of resent* 
lent in your breast against Sir Hugh ? I am certain none, 

iwering himself, and still having hold of each by the hand, 

' you see it has all arisen from nothing. 

» . • - 

At the timejie put the interrogation to McDonnell regarding 

cause of resentment, he, looking over to Aveline and totally 

tnknown to himself, said, t would be acting a base part if I 

fuld conceive such without sufficient grounds; but the man 

rho would falsely brand my family points mor^ than to my* 
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If it had been so, said the other, but you hear he has half 
ifessed otherwise, and I am certain it is not the character of 
McDonnell to bear animosity in his breast without a cause. 

I should hope so, said McDonnell, smiling ; and you. Sir 
[ugh, in regard of an O'Neill, I should think must confess the 
le. We are all fond enough, said he, of attributing magnani- 
ity to our family and connexions, be they deserving or not ; 
' I must certainly partake of human nature as well as my 
low brethren. Come, said he, joining their hands, FU not 
you te disobey my orders longer ; cast away this childish- 
i, we don't know but we may be attacked to-morrow by our 
^my, Cooey na Gall O'Cahan, from beyond the Bann. 

I was determined, said M'JDonneU, the first fair wind, that 



if 
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we should take th^ opportiiiiity oi it in returning to ScotklM ; 
but if yon are in apprehension of a visit from this chieftiaiii dti3 
his clans, 1 shall willingly accompany you» that I may see how 
the temper of the Highland ^nd Irish swords agr^, for I have 
been told they are equally red-hot. 

You will find the O'Cahans, said O'NeiM, good win, take 
them individually : 1 don't know, how6Vef, whether their clainil 
be numerous ; but there was a day, 1 am t^rell convinced, when 
they were more powerful than at present. It had been ohty a 
few days back tnat old Daniel M'Quillan received a letter, 
<iealed vvith the imperial arms of the house of Austria, proposing 
to his two sons nigh commissions in th^ !^mperor's tervice,, 
besides other marks of distihctiori a^ an indu66ment. 

Charles the Great/ x^ho thin filled th^ Itnpeiial khaxr, | 
mean Charles the Fifth of Germany, who Was the Wonder aiid! 
terror of Europe for thirty years ; now carried on wars with the 
neighbouring potentates and being often ififbrided of ttie ad*; 
venturous pirowess of irishmen, Was anxioiis to pitdciir^ cocb;*j 
Ebandfers foi some neWly raised levies ; diiA, iher6f6r6, througii,! 
bilk friendship with the English couri:, addr^dS^d hiini^el^ to th^j 
descendant! of De Borgo« 

No people living yrere possessed of a more independent mind 
than the same family, nor had a greater aversion to hold a s' 
tuation under a higiier power, no matter to what degree c 
supremacy that power was raised { sucTi was the unbendin 
mind of an Irish chieftain in the sixteenth centurir,^ that ^ 
considered no man existing superior to himself, a good install 
of Which we find in history : — 

^' "the native Irish chiefs even then continuect to cohsidi 
themselves as being so independent tha^ they mad(e expre 
treaties of peace v^m the king aild his lieutenant : treaties ( 
alliance were more than oiitt made with thfem, for maKinjg w^ 
oil tui'biileht lords of the Ehglisb* race, 

'■ " I 1 III ■III I .— ^-^>^ !■ 

* When Richard the Second visited Ireland he entertained no less.tbas seyenty-fij 
indepdudeht princes at dnce, bat at hrs owii table dressed iii rolies of state were sea( 
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*^Oiie tf the chieftains, named M<;^illapatricl£, and chief of 
Ossory in the neighbourliood of Wexford, oonoeitin§ himself 
en a certain occasion to have been aggrieved by the l^il of 
Qraiond^ then Iiord-deput;f of Ireland, sent a declaration of 
war to Henry the Eighth, if he did not punish bin : which 
declaration the ambassador whom the Irish chieftain had made 
eboioe ^p delivered in good Latin to the king as he was re- 
[turning fifon the chapd/* 

I 1 have been induced to make thig Agression in ordnr to shew 
! the importance in which this prince hdd his good or evil in- 
I tentions, not fearing to declare war against audi a miffhty king, 
I although perhaps lua own domi^iions did not exceed the bounds 
of a county. HoweVer, in regard of the two M^uillans, as 
they were fond of adventure, and lonmd to im^ve in mili- 
tuy tactics, it being the arena on whi& their cbivalric genius 
eould best diine, thdr father, atthough reluctantly, was per- 
suaded to gratify them in this partiMwar wnh, andL thererore» 
a day was 8e# apart for their iakmg leave of Dunluee and their 
pieving fidends, and not wily Dunluoe, but the green island 
with allher fascinating beauties. 

I hope, said Daniel McQuillan, Sir Coll, you will not set out 
for the Isles until the time that my brother and I are about to 
depart, and then let us all go together, so that the trouble at 

> our departure may happen all at one time ; and when we do 
separate, my dear friends, I might almost sky, that we shall 
never meet agun in the same place, for such are the vicissi- 
tudes of life, that the fortunes even of two brothers are often 
cast in different lands, and although we set out in the morning 
of our days with hearts buoyed up with hopes of returning at 
a fixed time, yet» alas ! seldom have I seen these hopes realised. 

^ Around my heart, said he, I must confess the shamrock of our 
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O'Neill, O'Connor, O'Bryan, and M^Murchad, Kt this time the colonial laws allowed 
the native Irish no remedy in case of aggrievance, and they being eternally outlawed^ 
lays Sir James Ware, no person was punished for slaying an Irishman. 
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Island* b entwined^ but I I9U9^ with a determined jbaiid, pull Ji 
it away. 

^ F^ wc8li«raTd lies 9m ide of oncieMt fatte, - M t 

]l^ n^tuse bJesi, Hiberota f is ^er ^mAe^ ' 

An IsL^id rich— -ex)i9i|8tl980 in her ^tore 

Of Tciny silyer atid of golden ore. 

HerfhiitlHil 8dQ feifever teems with wedth. 

With gem$ her watfif^, and her m wkh health ; 

Her verdant fields with milk and honey flow. 

Her woolly fleeces vie with virgin snow : 

Her waving furrow? float with bearded ^orn, > 

Alid iriis and aits bet envied sons adpm, 

Ho sirage bear wf fk 1«wIbs8 fu^y roves ; 

No xav^BJi^ Upfik 4hrp' -ber /lacttd groves ; 

1^0 poisQn there iulSkcts, no scaly snake 

Creeps thro* the grass^ nor frog annoys the 1ak«» 

An Island worthy of its pions race, 

Itt WW ti4ulm)phi<^ alid lUMnatcbed in peaee. 

M'Donjieft h$mtg offered Ins ^ervic^s to his ho^ againit thfe 
P'Cahads, the exipemtioli wtas i;indertaken, and aftet hard lilt- 
ing mi a godd deal of t kn^mishing dfor two or thr«e days, mey 
letua^ned t9 tihle tufiftle, brmgin^ aome cattle with tfaSetti> iMft 
their forces fewer in number. 

Since it is settled paist a douht^ $aid old Daniel M^Qwilanyi 
that my sons are about to depart for Q^miiny, wd M I aoi unt. 
certain when they mjty returp, perhapsr indeed* I will loi* iti 
vain for that pleasure : jou ai^t your men are welcome to the 
accompiodaUon of the cattle and t]|e $urrounding villi^gea a» 
long a$ you please to accept it, or a3 yott find it conv^aieiit to 
stop on the Irish shore. 

Sir CoU wteraed him itha^ks for his diS»v ^^^ ^Id fiitti he 
would Joake himself happy in benefiting by hts kind propdsal, 
^t least untU the coming &S Spring, but fimt he must i^bd 
and acquaint his father in the isles. 



* These lines are by St. Donatius, Bishop of Etruria, who died in 340. 
^ The former name of Ireland. 
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i^ii&iffvitetkm codd he ttiof$pledi^g ta him tbati tkat givin 

hte <ktiV«ter { fettt (^jttM he kttbW how AteKtf^^ hedrb^^t 

teg&ad df her &thet^ betiefiecfni^, it would have ^ddfed tiiudh ^ 

his felid^. H6 b«gatl to t^lhk that she Wished rather the 

tyof m Hugh<yNfefll ; and fhd^ it must be cbnfessed; tfie 

mi oiSglffatied <miy In hh dWn breast ; nor was he either 6i a 
lou^ cait^ but from i^e diistalK^ which s^he seemed to keep, 
id her more than o|*dinary sincerity » add to this, that he was, 
the ilEijrmg ia; orer Utad^and ieavi ki 1mMt,M> tli0t it Is not to 
Wf^iiAerm that tiie didky diA and* green hiXU of Hibemia 
for^td aew cfas»Bit» to him erery day. 

ihe day tluit Garry and Qaniel Mi^Qiulllaii intM^ded t& set 

$ir Hugh Roe MfPh^mfy CKNeill propd«edl4se toi^tum 

[to Tyrone, and it was evident that these events would break up 

lieompany at JDuiiliioe^ aoioi^ M'QuiMaii was more ann^oks 

4i^i^iag hiagUest^ aH^ thereforQ^ McDonnell mA Ayc^tte 

,VikAf to ha!i/re the nianiicfti tO' tl^eniKhres^ 



e depat!turo^<}d^ the batith«s^ howieVer, was deeply btmeHted 
tdl for many days t 'twas now ofnly tlie> father and the 
dMiigM:er tf OM^ the hearilii^ cfaatting tto night ^t/why with tb^ 
Highlander^ whd cfxei^ed mmseli^ ta em exitettte in 
mg amusentent ibrtli^ winter ^irenkigs^ which, wheli 
wen^ filler fan^ri now to baire itn a^p^^trance of spril}g< 
e da^s he ^peiit in fishing, some m boiling; some in tiding 
the cdnintry, and others m Ti#ng rMind i^& demesne 
hoit^ hriaging .the news of the day to 4ib f^iend^ 
ne, ' '' . ' ■ 



in the old mm was en^ged mfirmnp^g i^ttefs wjth 
^h^tifV, fortune freqjiient^y bxqught theni together m a 
aibite-chambclrs wbcre her harp stood, and where M^DoMielf 
^ /r^t0d to practice on the violin, an instrum6At oil whidb 
'limits retnarkabty fojridr and in which Ke exceUed, Ip'wQ 
py^ttietl^ usually hun^ in tiiis aparlment^ ap4 (xn tb^i^^ 
^ j^rOth^s were accu^omed to perf&rm/ while s^ 
^* i^iiGeirt o^n Ug^li% touchi^d oyer the vm^ of tt^ }mpr 
^ Mp/wKen\tbe p^^ were in ^ Jxwp^ i&: 

ii #as unusually fascmating. 




!m n'DoaxmLu Aim noEB 

Reaobing ud bis hand oqe di^ wheo they were alo^ie, audi 
taking down toe riolin next to him, he tcmfo it, and began ta| 
pmform a mdodj that he and her Imthers wart wont to plaf < 
together. As he turned round toward the window where tm] 
was, he found her hanging hen* head, and bathed in tears ; thent 
leaving the violin up, he reflected aererely on himself for 
having so untbougbtfully given cause to awaken her 



I am unfortunate, sud be to her, in this rude act which ]^ 
so unthinkingly, liave committed ;— -might not I have knowa^t . 
that it would a^^tate you ; hut why do 1 talk— it is out of mf^^ 
power to atone for such misconduct otherwise than by taking 
an obligation that I shall not reedve that instrument fn my 
hand before I tread the shores of Caledonia. 



I do not vnnhf sud she, that you should take upon you t 
promise, or even be unhaj^ily affected for all that has occured,' 
—to shed a few tears as a small tribute to the recollection g^ 
my dear brothers, is certainly as little as I can do, and in place 
of creating pain to me, I feel a pleasure in the sensation. One 
of my brothers^ and he who was 4oatingly fond of me, lies 
buried with my dear Laura in the hmd of O'Cahan, and these 
two, who were the only remaining protection of our family » 
are now. gone; and I^may say dead to us. I have often en- 

Suired at my father respecting Ae 'Spot of ground where |ay 
rother Finn lies, and he says it is pleasantiy situated by the 
side of a little brook, rising in the mountains south-west cdT tjjte 
Bann, and a few miles from its soinree, munnuring past the 
grem habitation of niy brothtt and my friend. 



t « 



How ungrateful have 1 1)een,1;l)flitdunng tlie tedious «pace 
since he died, never went to see his grave : my father also teUs 
me that it is planted round with shrubs, and he has engaged a 
peasant to fence It about, and tdce every care of it. As I 
imderstand that the tomb is beside^wrather in tlie bosom of a 
wood, r am often thinking and you will no doubt say it is a 
diildhh thought, whether the thrush and blackbird, when ear- 
rollingforth their wild notes, do sometimes perch on the bou^^hs 
^oi^erhanging Ihe two hapless lovers. I often pdnt ^e situation 



ROBMAN Dfi BOMOS. m 

m mjrself when in a way of meditidion : in the spring when the 
iMibs are frisking along the banks of this stream, 1 think 1 see 
jthc modest prtmrose, with its neighbour, the violet, rising on: 
Ithe suimy side of the tomb, and exhaling sweet fragrance to 
the early passenger ; I hear the morning bee as he flits from the 
ncnp of one wild flower to another, mingle his drumbling song 
with the ever varying cadence of the brook murmuring below* 

r 
t 

I have formed a plan with myself ; but whether ever I shall 
^t it realised is uncertain ; however, although ideal, it has 
^oeately quieted my mind, and is the subject cf meditation for 
many a lonely hour. The plan is simply this : if we are fortu- 
nate (enough to obtain a peace with the O'Cahans, I intend 
requesting my father to accompanv me to the place, that 1 may 
Tisit the residence of my dear friends, and see whether it 
resembles what I have in my imagination : I shall also take a 
^irvaiit to bear my harp,* and having sketched the wood, the 
tomb and the brook, with the old bunding that I am informed 
stands near to it, not omitting a single shrub nor flower that 
decorates their grassy bed, I shall play over them before my 
•departure a piece of which I knew they were both fond. 

As s^he concluded the last sentence, she shed tears in abun- 
^ce, and never before appeared to him possessed of half the 
charms. I have always thought, and i am almost positive many 
^ agree with me, that a pretty face never shines so bewitch- 
ingly, as through a veil of silent tears : it brings to my mind 
the picture of aq April mom, wherein the brilliant rays of the 
sun are thinly skirted over by a moist cloud only rendering its 
second appearance move agreeable. 

in early times tlie ladies of Ireland were tauglit tlie harp ; witness Bridget O'Cahan 
^0 instructed nampson, the celebrated minstrel of Magilligan, who lost his eye-sight 
if three years, aad lived to between one hundred and eight and twelve. In his time 
^ was the ^-st harper in Ireland, and I may well say the last. He died in 1808, 
udlhave seen his harp patched with pieces of tin. When I saw it, it was in the 
castle of Sir Herrey Brace ^ DownhilL Lady Morgan mentions it. In the bathing 
i*ason, when a boy, in 1807f I was at the sea shore where the harper lived, hut la* 
^table to say, knew nothing of him-— and it would give me more happiness tn-day 
tttt I had got an interview with him, than were I possessed of the district in which 
Ifilivcd. » . r 



Ffom the ut^eilgnifig nMitiM In wMdi she unkMiottifelJ 
hei^elf to him, explaining tohhn her innocent intentions, Is^ 
the sum of these matters, togethw trith her ^oefnl tout 
ensemh)e» failed not to make an impreasibn on his mhid thM ' 
all h'» philosophy was not able to lihake ctf. He told her wh^i^ 
erer time sheancl her father intended to go uponihdrproposNNl^j 
visit to 0*Cahan's country, that he trould aoeoMt it a mark^^ 
obligation, would they allow him to go along with them. 
Whether, indeed, «tid she^ I cm j^hsraAl Wit^ my father I 
know not, or whether a peace between him and hit ^lemiesi ^ 
can properly be obtained; but terminate as it may^ you witt4 
prdbably hear of iti 

iSometime in the succeeding sumtner a, peace haj^ebed^ 
between these families, for Daniel McQuillan was not now anf^ 
fbrmerly when surrounded by his three brave sons, whose glow^ 
ajoiie was tn martial clangor and the blast of the trumpet, ani^! 
the valour of wliom was well known to all their enemies ; more? 
over he was how sinking into the vale of yearb, and sincerely^ 
wished, if he eould obtain it, t6 end the remainder of his days 
in peace tvith all mankind i he now wiliindy acquiesced in the 
request of his daughter, and i^pointea the next. I^nday 
mornings as the day of their departure for the woods of JDin^Wj 
nagh, in O'K^ne's country^ a place where the two yovu^ei* > 
never had beeh, and one of them in particudar longed more llpff 
that day than she had ever done whm at school for the approach 
of the summer or Christmas recess. 

About six o'clock on a fineiaiite«i^iBiJime,tlM^irf6faimd^ 
themselves well mounted, and on their way to Culrathain with 
a servant following up behind, and having Aveline's harp slung 
across his shoulders, with a basket laid behind him on his horse, 
containing provisions for them, as they could not ^cpect, at the 
place of their destination, to meet with any good house of 
^itertainmient. 

The sun had gilded over the tops of the highest mountains ^ 
that raise their brown multifarious heads akmg the shoKs ^ 
Tyrconnel, and a few old ruined castles standing on the margin 
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'illie Feylts and ^rtricken by hiaivys, cast theif shiidows deep 
ilAie liquid ^ood. 

'£i|cfe advance which they madt discoverii^ something new 
^'^v*lihe*s romantic mind, served as a fieldTof interrogation 
' the appearance of another object banished the first impres* 



oPTiUBg was ^m, and on aature^S carpet by a weighty 
W) wl^h g4ve an additiqiial beauty to the green blades of 
iDni iianging all over the furrows pendent with the pearly 
iiady and on which as her morning beverage light-heeled puss 
W^ to be 9^n feeding in every fi^^ 

fiowpMftty ribe appeai^^ said Aveline, when she stands erect, 
ig 1^ oountry all around, and chiefly I suppose, 
\g the approach of htr enemies ! how straight she lays 
ioMg eays, ima with what eate and agility she can bound 
r tile eouiitiry f \thdt a pity it b that mankind, who should 
te engaged on nobler designs. Would prddtice the crudiamuse- 
ll^t ofpersecuting this harmless animal 1 Providence undoubt- 
^Uow^man th^ supera^ty ov«ir tt» iniitiomd ^osation, 
t >aJ|so bel^e that he }$ authorised to me tbem when 
iffqmijfes^ but tbat he sbpuld tortiare this innoewt in^ 
itQf the desert» m mflf^e her p^in fai$ pastime^ 1 cmmot 
l^^pu^iidDg Is 4M«gree^^ 

^ik suph reflections was she busied as they |Mu»ed alopg^ 
bfai^g d^Ughifed with the notes of tbe thri^ i^qd9 avery 
i^x wd not laU in returning the complimont of well waited 
l^um t<» i;h$tt iswe^ minstripl of tlie ^rpve. When they 
^^J;Q|hegap of the moantaijpui opening a most in^r^stwg 
^t oyer ^e fertile vale of the^Ro^ fzJotbed i^ luxn^an^ 
\W^ J;lwy cpvld discetn tibye plains cpTervd mtk flqpfcs of 

^^% ^^ feprs^s, «d 3potll;ed W»e, all the propa^ty of 

'^ »» G9JJI O^C^han^ loid V the 3^ 




y I I ' 



-»-r 
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-vt4- 



.6beie^ is tlie appellatipB which we b«ve nQw vndei (^nentio ; bowev«r» there are stUl 

^s4il4heO''^mefaTiiily; but G9JI he received from fats wars with strangers^ al- 

lif^dke'^ijr %ilh^e S^ts, yet as fRt as liny knowledge can direct me, Gallaig- 

i emvii^er ; fiaafUl liie wito stnui^^and JMh Gall 4he tilaek stranger ; 
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The low lands, particularly those washed by the above streaiti; 
were plentifully loaded with rich crops of oats ; but in the 
neighbourhood of Druinach<|ie» which had lately been the seatf 
of war, there was no appearance of cultivation, but all was J 
overgrown with deep soil, except where the cattle were feeding, : 
and these seemed altogether at liberty to range where they | 
pleased, there not being any place in view the appaaranoe of n | 
herdsman's residence, save Knogher OBrady's, tnat remained^^ 
exactly as it was when the two minstrels passed that way 00.3 
the embassy to Dunluoe. 

As they turned the base of the mountain, coming in sight 
of the bosom of Dreenagh wood, and the very spot so long 
wished for by them ; they saw a flock of sheep winding up the 
ascent to their left hand, with their lambs folk) wing them, and 
when they got to the top, all turned round, looking back ndth 
great earnestness, and stamping the foot in a menacmg manner^ 
as if to intimidate an approching enemy. 

Some time after this they heard the yelping of a dog, and 
saw a little black one ascend the hiU, exactly in the same path 
which the sheep took, and whose master stood half way up, 
looking straight after tiie dog, and clapping his hands with a 
thousand whillilieus and hirroos, now agaddy, now a huUian, 
« scour them up, my ould stoorie^ and that's the way a-hallia|rfi, 
but all his hopes were damped at once, for a huge ram tne 
champion of the flock, whose head was wrapped round with aii 
enormous pair of horns, struck him such a bang that he came 
tumbling down to his master, making the glen of the Curly 
ring with his cries, and whining and Umenting most piteously : 
his friend comforted him by uttering a shower of curses and 
opprobrium on the victorious enemy ; but now, hearing the 
sound of horses' feet, he turned quickly rounds and clapping 
his hand before his eyes, says to himself with mphasis, arrah, 
do you know who's yon down Ir^e there? th^i hastening to 
them, and whipping off his hat, Musha, good marrow marning 
to yes, said he, have you travelled far, may I ax, jewel ? I was 
just hunting a few sheeps up bye there, curse upon them they 
have eaten all my braird beiore it is well througn the ground^ 
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I may my* and a tory thief of a ram tbareba^^ nearly, melted 
poor dog; marafastie light on the ugly Weed of him 



k'*r» 



^ This man was no other than Knogher 0'Bra.dy» who re^ 
nised McQuillan in a moment, and bowing his head a degree 
er^ changed his voice from^ thei¥rathful tone wloQUihe^ad 
using a few minutes back, to a plaintiff strain, heairing 
times a deep sigh and : looking steadfastly toward die spot 
where all their thoughts at present were centred ; and begin- 
Img a long prelude with anpUier sigh, and looking to the same 
, Musha,.och, och, says he, haw is a^l at home iwi|h yes 
maming, or are they all in health, .graipaehree? far, to 
elves be*t tquld, there's a poor man aver, bye there had. a 
pr died two days agone, and St. Patrick presenile us ftODD^ 
end, he*s underboard himself this good Monday marning, 
d has left a smdl family behind him dhiralhora ; arrdi 
|ibat's that naan carrying on his back there? Have yes he^rd 
of the woman that was taken away with the fairies the other 
■ ? . 




^^fPbey toW him no such news had reached "them, and withf 
littbing^ concern t)egged to know the particulars. • ^ 



A 



Well^ then, ril tell yes, said he, far I'm just goipg yQur 

^A^iaiA as I was saying— by my conscience that's k dkcent 

y girl, arrah who is she ? and by the frast he's a strapping 

fiilow agrah. Do you know can he handle the SMfefah* 




t as I was saying just now there asthore. Darby M*G!iftley, 

honest dacent neighbour, was coming home from the iiiarw 

^d being alone as it might be, he sees the fields cpveifed 

it \ i n. I I nil.' ■ »i > I I 11 I I ! *■ ■ " » I . I . i1 I I J I . 1 . ^ ^ J . I I . *'■ ' . 1 I I 1> * 'L' i I J I II I ■ ! ' * > «•, 

J • 

The shilelah was the sapling root-grown oak, being weighty, tongh, and pliable/ 
'wa^ preferred by Irishmen in a]l uses, bat chiefly in cudgeling, to fuay other^l^ind 
•hnlirf ttebkck thorn was next, ■' ^ ;;;i ., v ; Ov 
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bdbt« him with a btmd, and tverf mm, iave us fir(Mii an ffi 
hour, had a hump on Ms bade ; atvAh, says Dafby says she, 
what's that you're carrying ? and iivith that he throws his ktASb 
among them ; in the turning of a straw the coffin was hurled 
down at ioAs fbet all in i^tayes. 

Atmh^ pMsip dieto,^ sare Hie: creatliro tliat wis ia it| throw 
youc ooat sTOr me, fi* f !m stUl; in dangtt af the geiitey, and 
tv& jaA after being tfift«n Jiway this ni^t., 

MunH^kead: mlda^fauliie^ says he^ is it jroiirself fhkt I left 
c^ng in ehild<i.b^ farfore i wait to the market, and with that 
he gets her o» h\p back^ aiid came trudgii^ to hia own docn^. 
Am yes within, Bridget^ save he^ harkee my dalliei^ wiU y^ 
flttohalatdhorfk gfagai itiaclifee ? 

Anah^t who are yonn says A^e ? 

Musha:d(m*t you know your own Darby? said he. 

Murra, how would I know you, says she, when I neither see 
tm feel yes? and with thatf pilUng the wis[v out ^ the w»U, 
as I was saymg juat nom thcro^ db nUely nwrder says she^ 
who*s that on your back? 

Is if the fK>or Woman that's a just dying over bye tiiere ? 

Anab houUyour tongue^ sa^s Darby, and \mng meina 
battle of straw ^id spread it down in the 6omer thare i sd 
in she brings the straw, and down she spreads it, and plump 
faeluuia her on the tiqp of the strawg and hap her up curcucU 
40ug%^ 

Now, says he, m go aver and see this woman that you 
say^ is so Ul, and take good ctire of my gosap ta I eome 
bade 

So aver he goes, and as he went to the door he heard the 
cries of the siek woman, and going in, he meets the good 
man wringing his hands with an och and alas,phat shall 1 do? 






t ts j$he no better, is^^^s Darby, camxi ? 

Och, dwoul a better nor better, says he, only she has been 
<ddivw€d of twp bouncing boya^ borrii^ tiMit one ^f them 
U dead and tfae^b9f is skimxg and oquBUiiig in theoeadfe 

Wby liave vou not a better fire on, S£^ar Datby, 1 think it 
somehow or otner a little could to-nljgbti^ 

Och bad luek to the fire nor fire herself will let me put on, 
jewel. 

Hould bye, says he, taking tile burden ^reel and tiiie very 
o^l that 1 made my^lf ; I cfut the rads down bye there^ and 
ds I'm a wmex I tfadnk it would hould a bu^I. 

Howsomever^ what Would yes have of it, ke brings in the 
full of it of tuif, and to make a long story short, he puts on a 
mttling fte, beaming up to the odow by Granie Mtw* Well, 
thtxkf as I was ^saying just now ibepf; be goes aver to tbe cmt- 
shot bed, and in trow a brare outnahot it was ^Mbree* Ax^ 
yooT woman, says he, or gossip I shoiikl say^ me yos no hotter, 
jewel. 

Och no, then, fmn tshe, is tlM y49a goss^ ? bnt "p&at wade 
yes put on such a fire ? 

WySk that he lays hould iif her l^y the two ihaiiks, amd 
drag^og her to Hie fire» swore by the castle of Dunfaiee If she 
, wouM Hot ghfe baek the lAwipt^ he would roast iier dilfie a 
Connaugfat ^dher. 

Anwki baveiit yes tbe mroniflii cdready, sm^b she^ and isn't 
there the nfailder at the door? Well, in you go, ffsd ke^ and 
heaving her into the greeshagh* she gave a crack like a tmnd- 
ful of gunpowder, and lit on the randle-tree, and the squalling 

K 

* The red glowJfig emtaRi. 
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thief that was in the cradle like a blast of Wind whii^ked 
through the key-hole. 

Marafa^ie, said she, all I rue is, that I didn't squeeze the 
ould rascal to death When I had my arms about his neck ; sa 
out of the chimley she goes like a wild goose, saving yoiff 

J>resence, and so I'm done ; but maybe ye's di<hi't get brack- 
iast jantlemen, bekase if yes come aver the river, we can 
roast half a dozen of aggs for every one of you, and give yes : 
some bread, far I'm sure and sartin you're starving, dhira | 
Ihora. i 

They returned O'Brady a world of thanks, sending the 
horses and servant with him, and desiring his attendance as 
soon as possible, they walked down to the banks of the Curiy 
with anxious and beating hearts, affected son^ething in* the 
manner in which they would be when about to visit a friend 
long unheard of. 

Let any one take the matter to a serious considdkition, par- 
ticularly any one who has ever grieved for the decease of a 
beloved relative, and he will better conceive these emotions 
than I can describe them. 

Sir Coll McDonnell offered his services to bear the harp, 
while Aveline was supported between him and her father. 

The tomb was planted round with osiers and many other 
shrubs, all which were in an advanced state of vegetation, and 
it was covered ovct with a carpet of nature's velvet, not seem- 
ing t6 have been opened for years. At the head were growing 
a cluster of wild daisies, and in a thorn which had long grown 
over this place, and whose green canopy shaded the greater 
part of the tomb, a thrush had built her nest, and was now 
busily engaged ransMking every thicket for food for her crav- 
ing fMfiily. 

As an attempt at describing the feelings of a tender father 
and alTectionate sister, when hanging over the untimely grave 
#f a loving brother and son, would be impossible for a more 
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ibpable pen than mine, I shall leave the reader to judge of it 
|fis he thinks best suiting the melancholy occasion, and proceed 
lo sfty that when Knogher O'Brady came over, he found the 
jbther and McDonnell both occupied in rest<ning Aveline, and 
Ihe leaning on the fo«*mer*8 breast, pale as the lily that hangs 
Its drooping head over the passing stream. 



The father was chafing her temples, and McDonnell was 
^bringing water in his hands from the brook to sprinkle her 
.&ce, but all seemed to have little effect until O'Brady, who 
had now come up to witness the sad catastrophe, raised a howl 
like a she wolf, and clapping his hands, she opened her eyes 
and looking round about tier, appeared like one awakening out 
of a long deep. 

Och och and anee, poor callienoag, is she dead too ? my 
beannacht light on her purty white face, its lying there as 
hivinly as the face of Saint Bridget by the frast, and her 
purty arn^see how they Ve lying hushia machree. 

Old Daniel McQuillan whatever he felt, had refrained from 
saying anything in the presence of his daughter, lest it should 
bear too weighty on her sympathizing mind, and therefore by 
oonoealing his grief, it pressed the weightier on his own heart, 
but when his only remaining child fainted away and no ap-. 
pearance of her returning, together with other ideas crowding 
on his mind at the same time, he was nearly overcome. 

This sight was sufficient to draw another string of lamenta- 
tions from honest Knogher, who, cla^pping his hands a second 
time, and raising the Caoine with a whillilieu, and are they all 
going to die from us ? Arrah, I am now beginning to be 
^aid that this is a gentle place, and when I look at the outd 
skeagh, may I not be sure av it, so the sooner we're out of this 
the better far us: so saying, he seized old McQuillan in his 
^ms and nearly carried him away ; but turning short about 
^th an angry face to McDonnell, Murrah, why are you 
banging aver ; the lady, you bocon you, as if you were afraid 
to tou(^ her ? take her up in your arms, she's but flesh and 
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blood more than yoursdf^ and, mty->be, with the UeiffUlg^j 
Saint Patrick, the heat of your breast will revive her a 
but, dhir machunoens, I m fear'd there'9 littie heat m 
breast : inusha bed sap to these frasty livered apimals, 
hate them ; far when I myself was like you^ a brave 
elane fellov^, by the gap of Bamesiaorep 1 ccHdd halve Iain 
night among frast and snow with a party wanch like that 
my arms. 

After such a severe reprimand, Knogher^ supporting . 
McQuillan, made the best of his way across the fiekls to 
cottage, leaving McDonnell and his fair charge to do as 
coulC He waS' several times forced to smile at the orders 
had received, and chiefly at the reflections on his coldness 
heart ; however, laying down his plaid, he wrapt it round hei^^ 
and supported her on the one arm, while the other was gentiT 
laid over her. She had returned from her swoon, but was stiK 
so weak that she could make no use of her limbs, nor eren dl 
her tongue, but otherwise was perfectly aware of her deUcM 
situation. O 

Her friend remained here as happy as If he had been pos^ 

sessed of the golden fleece, and felt no further anxiety oialy ifi 

regard of her recovery, which happily soon began to show itsrf] 

by the crimson fluid returning again to her &ce, and refilliti|; 

those translucent channels wfaieh, from debility, It had lately 

forsaken. 

> 
Her first enquiry when she could speak, was regarding het 

{nth&e, and where h? was ; $he hoped; she said, he would not 

eoneeal K; if her father was s^iously ill 

In' order to tranquillize her mind, McDonnell assured. het\ 
that he had a £sw minutes back walked over to the cottage i 
with OBrady, and wished that as soon as she would be ablci 
they shcmld follow him, and that be only awaited her pesuscita' 
tion, which be was rejoiced to see letvrning. ; 

I feel extremely unhappy. Sir CoU, said she, that the wd^ht ; 
of our fistmily afflictions should be so grievously and at the 



tinM SO aniiiteiitiofUittf oswt upon you : we hwrn of late 
m exposed to iXKUiy smem troubies indeed, but that a 
Mger shottld be pressed dewn tnth them before he has well 
footing in our country, must be disagreeable to my father 
well as to me. When you came to Dunluce it was not so, 
ir family was numerous and our friends the same, but now 
Ithough our friends are still undiminishedt yet I feel alto- 
gether s(4itary when I look to my father and mpelf, being the 
fnly inmates of the castle, he an old man sinking under years 
^d infirmities, and I a lonely female unable to protect myself, 
Lch less to succour him ; and he that ties here. 

She was now relapsing into a second fit of melancholy de- 
evidence;, when he entreated her to accompany him to the 
"^ttage and they would tidk over this matter again, for, said 
fpe to her, s^weet Aveline you are not aware of your present 
ItweaknesSy nor how near death I have seen you sa lately ; the 
^strength of your mind is much too powerful for your delicate 
fram6^ andjj^herefore since you are a little recovered, allow me 
to eonduc^ou across the fields to the cottage. 

So sajring, he gave her his arm, and they walked in silence 
from the river side, she always retaining his plaid wrapped 
tbput her shoutders> for it was now near even^ ^mL the 
^ Yfks impregnated with a ra«re than oiM^nai^ oodness* 
Ofttn 4id sue Uurn back and wish to gun anothw look of the 
place where she so often longed to see, and now that she had 
got her most sanguine hopes gratified in visiting the lonely 
retreat; of her brother and her fn^d, how unsatis&ctory^ how 
unbailable t Bhe thought she could; have gnrtified herself 
^1^, even bgr taking: her harp and performing at theif silmt 
wd some putieular airs of which they were both fond, but 
^ch an attempt, now, when she had obtained the summit of 
«» wishes, was fer beyond her ability. 

Am I going to leave them, said she, so soon and so care- 
lessly? Is not this the very season of the year, is not this 
^ppi^oachlng the summer recess in which my kind brother used 
to come for me ? How often have I longed to see him -at such 
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a time? and indeed I never longed in v^n ; but I ungintefal l£ 
one am flying their lone habitation before I have well seen it^ iis 
and scarcely dropping a few tears over them, a tribute whieh 
any stranger knowing their fatal end» and also their sincere 
hearts, could not avoid paying. t 

Thus she reasoned with herself until the top of the old 
thorn overshadowing the tomb disappeared from her view. 

Had I known, said her friend, that those scenes would have |^ 
had such a dangerous effect upon you, be assured I would have 
used my most strenuous endeavours to dissuade you ; if such 
sensations were in the smallest degree useful either to you, 
Aveline, said he, or the deceased, I might advise you to cherish 
them, but as they are not, but rather the contrary, I hope your 
own good sense will join me in saying it were better to hush 
them in oblivion. 

I well know, said she, you are speaking on the flBe of rea- 
son, but notwithstanding, I feel a secret happiness in yielding 
to the ties of nature, which are so inextricably wrought around 
my heart. 

Your zeal, said he, is unshaken, of which I must approve, 
but allow me to ask you one question, were it not almost a 
pity of the parson whose zeal was as sincere, Aveline, as yours, 
and yet as hopeless. 

I must say, said she, I have always a pity for any one 
whom I know to be immersed in trouble; for be the situa- 
tion what it may, there is such a kindred sympathy of hearts. 



And when we know, said he, interrupting her, that we are 
pitied, I should think it ought to be an effectual means of 
alleviating our woe. 

I agree there likewise with you, said she, chiefly if the person 
is in any degree interesting to us otherwise. 
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I find, said he, Aveline, that your thoughts. correspond with 
nine on the point of sensibility, but I fear ia other respects 
they might differ as widely. 

I have only expressed myself, said she, so that I would pity 
any one whom I Knew to be in real trouble, and should be 
glad to know the person whom you mean. 

'Tis to you alone, said McDonnell, I fear to tell his name. 

Where would you lead me Sir Coll ? there is a time to grieve, 
and a time to be otherwise ; but 1 hope the present is unfitting 
to introduce another subject ; I think you know enough to 
make you easy on this head, and therefore we shall talk no 
more upon it at present; is this the cottage to which my 
father went ? 

It is indeed, ma'am, but, said he» taking hold of her band, 
may I hope that by this declaration I have not forfeited your 
good will, which to me was precious even beyond existence. 

There is no cause for further explanation said she, you are 
our common protector, and when you are invested in that 
power, I should think there ought to be no room for interro- 
gation on either part. 

She had been reasoned out of her trouble unknown to her- 
self, but certainly to discuss that point, which chance threw in 
their way, was unintended by either ; however, such the eclair- 
dssement was, as brought to him the sweetest sounds that ever 
entered his ear. 

They had now attained the dwelling of Knogber O'Brady, 
and found her father perfectly recruited, and waiting their ar- 
rival, that they might partake of a dressed hare and some 
grouse, which had been taken that morning, and which the 
family flattered themselves they were happy m having for their 
honourable guests^ 

X 
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The father told her that iminoderiite grifef fcnr the dead he 
verily believed was offensive in the eyes of the deity, that he 
did not expect to feel so much befc»!e he came forward, and 
that the major part of that was on her account, as he well knew 
that mourning could never restore his brave son again . 

She smd to her father, she hoped he never had found her 
grieving to excess, and if the sight of that place had drawn 
her into any unusual sensation, me hoped his goodness w^ould 
forgive her. 

A servant was now sent for her harp, whilst they sat dofwn 
to dinner, drawing from their own store whatsoever they 
thought Mcessary, and pressing the boiiest-hearted family to 
partsuke with them. 

As the day was near a close, they had a warm invitation to 
stop to the next day, Which request the three thought pirbper 
in their juresent state to avail themselves of, there being Sund- 
ance of good soil for the hore^, and provisions, sucft as it was^ 
for themselves. Knogher^s cottage, although in the skirt of a 
wood tttid ithikded on each side by a tolerably high range of 
mountains, yet, in other respects, Was agreeable, and giving al** 
lowance for such « retired |^ce^ was well stored With sdl tiie 
necessaries both of bed and board. From the quoiitity of fowl 
that they used, both wild and domestic, they were not limited 
in beds, and, on the other hand» tibe hills hetog covered With 
sheep, whic^ in a great degree, were thcipr own property,, save 
what belonged to their ehidftain aAd landlord, Cooey Na Gdl, 
they were aa well supplied in bhnketting^ and these, alllimigh 
of home manu&cture, were not of the worst kind. 

As theife is c(n3tim<^ly a reason for everything, whether ap- 
proveable or not, there was also a i^eason for Knogher's cabin 
being so weH laid in with beds. He was a mam that was pretty 
much in the ptiblie, and so that he might answer the difierent 
markets where his Wares Were ssdeable, ne was sometimes forced 
to stop a night at the house of a friend, and, in reality, 1 hetA 
not say forced, for such intercourse was of all others to him 
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the most agreeable. When, on the contrary, any of his ac- 
quaintance or companions in traffic came that road, should tl^ey 
pass without giving him a night, the offence was unpardonablje. 

From these excursions, and also from his nightly guests, the 
family were furnished with soiiiany legends of broonies, fairies, 
ghosts and will o^ the wisps, besides whatever othar relation 
was of the marvellous kind, tiiat in ail probability the stvanga^^, 
could they relish it, were about to be well entertained for one 
night. It was a customary thing ip the neighbourhood, al- 
though the houses were thinly seatteoed, Hiat when a way^r 
^ng man journeyed that way, the cottage was filled even to 
the door with open ears listening to the aiiSerent recitals that, 
passed around the cheerful fireside, ainong whom O'firadyvffWi 
called upon rei^ecting anything questipnable, as his dedsion 
was considered fnWy equal to set a matter at jnest on whatsoc^yer 
part he was pleased to giye it. 

If it shovid so happen that a stranger would arrive unknown 
to his neighbours, honest Eiiogher never failed to despatdi a^ 
courier, to apprize them of the event, and having his house 
piled up with billets of tinker, he sat like an. earl of lord heap- 
ing one armful on the &te after anothep, and surv^eyiiig his 
cheerful guests from a countenance beaming with good nature, 
^ndi^hip, and Irish hospitality : but firofl| t^ defearenoe which 
h^ipQid to the inhabitants of Dunluce^ no individual seemed^ 
^ip^tifidie during their sojourn. 



■ '? 



^ AH the females of the cottage w^re now busied m arrang^n^ 
beds for the strangers, but particularly Aveline's was dteissOT 
off and decorated Uke that of a bride : over the feont of the 
miopy which was formed of (reidh straw niatting was hiiug an 
^uCKaance lof flowering woodbine, together with branches oiF 
liowt^KMH covered with green, which, when sprinkled with dew 
dieds the sweetest perfume. Surrounded by the productions 
^ nateare, aiid laid in dean sheets, it is not to be wo^&red if 
^s innooent giri had a io^und nlghfs ri^se. 

» ^ , _ ■. ■ _ ■ I ■ . ' 

After such a tranquil rest, they arose the next morning much 
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refreshed, and all confessed since the scenes of yesterday, that 
they felt easier in mind. The sun was the first messenger that 
entered Aveline's chamber, scattering his golden rays over her 
face^ and kissing those lips which scarcely ever kissed another. 

Having breakfasted, McDonnell dropped his purse into 
O'Brady's hand, not wishing that any person should know it ; 
but he was not to be silenced in an easy manner. 

Arrah, by sheelaii na guira, master, said he, I neither shall 
take it, nor am I at all in need of it : do you not see the house 
is full of everything that a poor man can stand in need of, 
jewel ? and sure I have a good lump laid up in an ould stock- 
ing for the sore foot, and that darling of a jewel, the blessing J 
of the dargy light upon her purty face, may be as I was say- " 
ing just now there, Bhe might take her ould sickness again, and 
Ihen you know she is only recavering. 

The doner assured him that he had money besides this, and 
if he would not receive it, he never would call with him again. 

If that is the business, said Knogher, I must take hould of 
it, though, by the bye, I would rather not, honey. 

The ceremony of parting with their host was no easy one, 
mod when tliey did leave the cottage, he prep^ed to accompany 
them a small distance on theii: wav, pointing out the proper 
direction for them to proceed on their journey, and carrying 
his hat in one hand» he wheeled' suddenly round, calling to the 
family to reach him out his shilelah ; but recollecting that 
after setting out, to turn back was accounted by all connois- 
seurs a sure omen of bad luck, he turned his face from the 
door, and received the shelelah over his shoulder, speaking in 
an angry voice to them lest they should give it over his left 

For Knogher to travel without his cudgel was the same as a 
ship to sail without her ballast, and besides assisting him in 
spnnging over the bogs or inequdities, it served him for all 
the purposes of an in^x, a truncheon ai^ shield, &c., for with 
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end of it he indicated every object within a mile, not for^ 
^tting to add a lengthened comment, in his own way of 
oratory at the oonchision, 

w 

They intended on their return to come by the shore of Ma* 
gilligan, so that they might have a view of that lofy ledge of 
locks that stands retired from the ocean, overlooking the old 
abbey of Duncrun, where lie the remains of Saint Eadan, and 
Srith him no doubt rests many a legendary tale, lamentably 

Bbst to us forever. 

\ 

[ I am of opinion my countrymen will with me deplore the 
otreparable loss which Ireland has sustained in antiquities his- 
tory biography, and even animated nature, by her being rob- 
bed of uiat which gold could not compensate — I mean her 
manuscripts. The harpies placed over our island saw that this 
was her talisman, her beacon star, and, therefore, by extinj^uish- 
ing such, they plunged her in eternal darkness. Some of those 
Ysuuable papers have been taken to France, some to Germany 
and Itdy, but most to London, and many to Iceland : could 
they by any means be recovered, I would willingly undertake 
a pilgrimage in the attempt. 

Our gradous Sovereign, whose attachment to her subjects 
does not depend on low chicanery of such kind I have no 
4oubt would lend her assistance, or even give permission to ^ 
vmdering Hiberian, who loves his country above all others, 
that be might obtain « transcript 

In returning to the northern shores of Dalriadagfa, they 
travelled along the beach of the great Atlantic for a few miles, 
having on their right hand a towering range of mountains, 
oalkd Magilfigan, out the high for^nd of which is named 
Benevemey nom causes already explained : a number of tor- 
rents were to be seen tumbling down the precipices, and break- 
ing in whitened foam on masses of the basalt rock that filled 
their channels, being worn into troughs by the continual 
^nding of rubble and mountain pebmes driven over them 
m the time of floods. 



m M«DOKHELL, AKD THIE 

Aloii^ the brown patches of heath that was purpled ove 
with wild thyme, numerous herds of goats were feeding, MFith 
their kids frisking around in playful gambols, and when they 
lifted the head having their mouths full of this delicious herb, 
the coming breeze saluted our travellers with the sweetest es- 
sence. 

Above their heads were frequently seen the eagle and 
goshawk searching for their prey with scrutinizing eye, and 
to their left the majestic Foyle rolled his waters in silence to 
the sea. The beauty of this scenery served greately to efface 
in Aveline's mind the impressions of yesterday's woe,^ for she 
by continual interrogations, kept them both pretty fa^sy, ^d 
in this manner they arrived at the castle. 

At Dunluce the tiiqe passed away smoothly with M^Dpnpell, 
being the sole protector now as might be said of the ^Eunilj, 
and baving a multiplicity of business to transact in regard tP; 
the lands ami tenantry, he devoted the remainder of bis leisure 
hours to the company of Aveline, whether in walkipg, readings 
or music, and indeejd it was now evident that she could ppt 
spend a day without him, unless ab^prbed in melanchply. 

As they were retuniing one evening after twiUght fVom 
visiting a poor tnan in the neighbourhood that was taken iil^' 
fnd who had formerly been an attendant of the family, McDon- 
nell thought he perceived the appearance of light proceeding 
from the bace of a rocky wall that overhung the sea some hun- 
dred feet in height, the sea below appearing illuminated to a 
consfdemble 4istane€^ and this in the night had not an un- 
pleasant ^ppeaisanp?, 

I have often been infitMrmed md Aveline, that ^ong this 
coaat th^ere ai^ diamonds which s€»d forth a kind of parti^ 
light, but I oannot fiopiceive how they eoiikl be the cause of 
such a flmpoe as wtiat we now^ behold. 

Why, rU tell yes tiiai, said a peasant, that was coming be- 
hind them, its the Gentry Tm sartin^ coming back again from 
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^eotlatid, £Uid they have gone into this cavern to kindle a fire 
L think, that th^y may have some food prepared as we might 
suppose, for you know it would be almost impossible to kindle 
^ fire in an e;^ shell, the vessel which they sail in, but dwowl 
a one ^v^ I ate that I don't punch the battom out on't achree^ 
so that you may be su^e it wojild be of no use to them agrah« 

To th^ placfe ivhere this light app^^ed there was no possible 
atoeds save by Water, and this made the sight ttiore wonderful ; 
Wiry night as soon as darkness began to prevail over the face 
of th^ 6eip, the light was to be seen from above, and although 
no one knew of it but themselves and the countryman, yet the 
(tiginal cause remained to thettl a secret^ and was often to 
Ai^lkie the oiuse of unes^iness, lest it might be the haunt of 
tebcKtti^ 

M^Dbhttell Was Walking one tiight along the beach where 
the shorte Was lev^ s^nd flat nearly as the water, and seating him- 
elf on a stone, he thought he perceived some object in motion 
near the shore, and waited whatever it was until it would come 
up to him ; of this there diil not now seem the least appearance, 
a^ it always kept floating at the same distence from land. Rising 
ftotA hiis s^yt he was proceeding to another point where he 
migiit have n better view of it, when he felt his feet entangled 
hi^a rdpe^ then Inlying hold of it he found the rope attached to 
tile object 6U the water, and pulling it to him witb all hii 
adg&ti &e found that it was one of these small boats called cur-* 
n^hsy wfaidi I have b^ore described. 

As he was endeavouring to examine what the vessel was, he 
Aw tWd me» approach from the land, each with his hat slouched 
over his fae6> md app^eAtly armed, they accosted him in 
father a sbarp miai^ii^, asking him wliat was his btmness here,, 
or why he ^nc^rned hinisdf with the boat ? 

I should rather, said he, put the question to you, what is your 
business here, or for what purpose have you this boat ? You 
are 1^^ audacious young fdlow, said on^ of them, drawing a 
hu^e claymore from its sheath> with such a jerk, that the sted 
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rung along the shore, and calling to him to defend himsd( 
made a bang at him from a powerful right arm« 

M'Donnell was as quick on the other hand in unsheathing i 
long sheep*8 head, which he usually wore, and defended hinii- 
self with great bravery, parrying the blows of his adversaiy, 
making some desperate cuts at him^ one of which taking him 
along the ear, brought him to the ground ; at that moment he 
was set upon by the other, armed in th« same manner, and as 
this attack was rather unexpected, he received a wound in the 
sword arm, which rendered him unfit to continue the combat. 

They were both now bleeding profusely when the first as-i 
sailant addressing him, my friend, said he, I confess that I W8$ 
rather warm with you in the beginning, but if you will enter 
this boat and trust yourself to us, I promise you that in a shert 
space of time we shall both get our wounds bound up : 1 know 
we are strangers to you, but from the manner in which you 
and I have introduced ourselves to eadi other, 1 think the ac- 
quaintance ought to be pretty durable. 

McDonnell stepped into the boat, and the two strangers seiz- 
ing the oars pushed her off, and in half an hour's rowing they 
were in front of the cavern out of which the light proceeded, 
and over which stood threatening those below a tremendous 
hanging wall of rugged rock, the top of which as they lay on 
their oars they could not perceive, but altogether with the flame 
that proceeded from the cavern, had a most imposing effect on 
the beholders. 

■ 

Having come close to the base of the promontory and pul- 
led a little chord, they heard a bell ring, and shortly after a step 
ladder of ropes was lowered to the surface of the water, by the 
assistance of which all three ascended, tlie last having the boat's 
halser in his hand, bound it to an iron ring at the entrance of 
the cavern. 

At the further end of this place was burning a large fire of i 
timber, the smoke of which entering into a crevice, was emitted 
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it an 6utiei; some perches from the place where they entered^* 
ut rather in a lower direction ; here were tables, chairs, knives, 
and forks, with abundance of food and drink, all ready prepared, 
d six other stout fellows making way for them, welcomed 
the stranger, and asked their comrades^ was this a prisoner whom 
they brought. 



m 
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h He is no prisoner said they; he came of his own free will^ but 
Ljbaste and bind up our wounds, for you see they are bleeding 
k profusely. 

A Styptic was immediately procured, and they being bound 
up and washed sat down to a good to repast, plentifully sup- 
^ plied with libations of the strongest liquor. 

It may not be surprising to inform the reader that thes? were 
McDonnell's own countrymen, and two of them personally 
known to him as men of good character ; it appeared however 
tibat they had infringed upon the laws by hunting, and also 
killing the game*keeper, for which they were obliged to flee 
their country, and having an intention of stopping a few 
months in some of the islands, they were supplied with all 
necessaries both of food and household furniture : a storm 
hoviever arising ^hey were driven to the Irish shore, and hear- 
ing before they left home of a detachment of English stationed 
•in the castle of Dunluce, and as there was a peace existing be- 
tween the sovereigns of England and Scotland at that time, 
they thought it unsafe to trust themselves abroad in the day- 
time, and therefore having sought out this recess, they took 
up their abode in it till such time as their friends could get 
matters finally arranged for them at home. 

So little intercourse was carried on between nations at the 
period of which I am speaking, they were not aware that the 
garrison had been reduced, and the castle taken many years 
previous to their coming to the Irish shore. 

At the sight of Sir Coll M'Donnelli their countryman^ ani 
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also the son of their chieftain, they were all overjoyed, and 
tesified their enthusiasm by blowing up tlieir bagpipes in the 
air of McDonnell's marchy with a huzza for the laird of i the 
isles. Sir Coll told them the English had been dispossessed of 
that castle many years back, and on that account tbey had 
nothing to fear" 

He could not, however, leave them that night, and Jbis ab- 
sence at Dunluce created no little inquietude; for from what 
Aveline had seen on a former night, her dreams were haunted 
with robbers, banditti, &c., and she thought of nothing less 
than th^t her friend had either been carried off or murdered by 
them. 

The next morning, however, relieved her fears by the 
appearance of Sir Coll in good spirits, who spent the gceater 
part of that day in relating to her and her father the strange 
adventure that befel him the night before, and of his intenticms 
to procure, if possible, the pardon of the inhabitants of the 
cave, which in honour to this generous young man it must 
be confest he accomplished. 

At this time Aveline's fair correspondents now began to 
imagine that she appeared more melancholy than ever, which 
change soihe were pleased to attribute to grief for the loss of 
her two brothers, others that she was deeply in love with the 
young Islander ; whether any of these suppositions were true, 
1 will not take upon me to affirm, but certain I am there was 
a more serious cause ; the walks where she formerly had been 
accustomed to spend a part either of the morning or evening, 
now saw her no more, alone she remained within her apart- 
ment, and was not to be seen by any of the domestics save 
her maids. 

Daniel McQuillan, thpugh much weakened in intellect and 
judgment, began to perceive that his daughter was sunk in 
spirits, and had lost all that cheerfulness of which she was 
fomerly possessed, and also seeing that she now kept her cham- 
ber closely, entered into a serious conference with her, the re- 
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suit of which agitated him in such an extraordinary manner, 
that he, sammoning up the energy of former years, sought but 
McDonnell, and in a fUry demanded satisfaction for the injury 
done his family. 

It niy brave^ons \rere present, said he, with what confidence 
could y6u' stand before them ? no your guilty soul most shrink 
Mito ndtHin^ before— I say you Whom I unsuispectingly took in- 
to my bosom have like the adder 

, Before you say any more against me, said M*DonneIlj Mhce 
I am condemned, both in your eyes and in my own, allow me 
to speak a few words— if not in extenuation of ray fault, at least 
in explarfatio'ii. 

Either good or evil fortune cast me upon your hospitable 
shore-^a title which I think I may very well use. 

At this McQuillan turned away his head, as if unwilling to 
hear tliat part of it. 

I saw, said he, your lovely daughter, and seeing her she 
caused me to forget my danger, my toils, my parents, kinsraeri, 
and almost my country, if therefore a mistake lias happened, 
and if the honour of my family, which I am certain you will 
admit, can make amends for it, 1 am at your will, and you have 
nought to do but command me ; nor I say that is not even neces- 
sary, for I maun confess that the attachment which has been 
formed with Aveline M^Quill&n has rendered me moreb^ppy, 
than if I were seated in HoUyrood, having the royal diadem of 
Scotland plaped on my hrovis ; -tis herself alone, and no other 
object I am fond of ; but I entreat you in the name of my 
ancestors, say nothing severe against me, or any thing that 
would wound my feelings, for language of this kind 1 am not 
able to bear, and on the other hand to be angry with you is 
more than I ever can ; so otherwise you may talk to me as 
you like. 

Such an open avowal softened the heart of McQuillan, and 
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he did not say any thing more, save some tittle to them for 
misconduct, and McDonnell, with the consent o£ both, appoin- 
ted the following week for repeating the ceremony of thrir 
nuptials. 

On this important day the clans were all invited to the* castle, 
and in front of the barrack were casks of liquor set forth for 
the use of the garrison and tenantry or any other that came to 
Dunluce during that week. The noble family of Clanbuoy 
were also invited, and all their friends as far as a messenger 
could ride in one day, so that such a bustle and throng scarcely 
ever was witnessed on the shores of Dalriadagh before. 

The Highlanders were not hindmost to dip deep in the strong 
Falemian, and after an immersion in this fluid, it seemed to 
have the power of the waters of Styx, rendering them invulner- 
able all over. The bagpipes both Irish and Scottish, were all 
blown up, and the dance on the green before the barrack door 
never ceased, sometimes two different sets performing at the 
same time ; 'twas here that the peasantry with their sons and 
daughters from sincere hearts, showed their attachment to the 
family of De Borgo and every young Hibernian vied with 
another in leading out whether to the dance * or rustic sport his 
callien dhas, decked in all the finery that either the season or 
the village shop could bestow ; and it is not to be doubted but 
the fire of brignt eyes that week subdued more hearts than Sir 
Coll M^DonnelPs, 

The marriage was celebrated in the great hall in presence of 
all the friends of the house of De Borgo, who acknowledged 
that Aveline on the occasion shone with more than ordinary 
beauty, being arrayed in nearly the same dress which she wore 

• i ^ . ■ 

Dancing on the green was formerly customary In Ireland, but chiefly on Dlay eve, 
when a braach was cqt down, whether of the thorq or birch, the one that was more 
clothed in verdure they usually chose, and this being pretty tall was planted in the 
centre of the village green. A rural queen was then chosen, and always the prettiest 
girliu the assembly, having decked her out with such flowers as the season produced, 
they left it to her own option to choose a king, and this being done, the others taking 
hands around the May pole, danced about with the royal pair in the middle. In my 
ppinion thlt was tlie only way otf thinking proyidence for a return of the s^asons^ 
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the same night Sir Coll McDonnell had the happiness of seeing 
her ; and one part of it, that is, the royal necklace, she did not 
forget to assume on that day. v 

The .venerable chaplain belonging to the family, with all that 
solemnity which was truly characteristic of his holy function, 
united them, and imploring a blessing on them and their pos- 
terity, with many injunctions regarding their future conduct, 
and chiefly in bringing up and educating their children, he de- 
parted, leaving them to all the hilarity iisqally attendant on 
like occasions. 

As marriages whether of a high or low order are seldom ce- 
ld)rated without murmuring on one side or other, there was a 
&mily living at a small distance who were nearly allied to the 
house of De Boi^o, and as they expected to become inheritors 
rfthe estates of Dunluce, should the brothers not return, which 
was doubtful, they shewed much envy and uneasiness at this 
alliance, not deigning to attend on the day of invitation with 
other friends and acquaintances who were asked. 

» 
Old Daniel McQuillan shewed himself remarkably happy on 
tbe night of his daughter's nuptials, drank to former cronnies 
and often renewed the stories of his boyish days, till at length 
a retrospective view brought the idea of his scattered children 
to his mind, and admitting this sensation he returned to him-^ 
self with a sigh. 

In Ireland, wherever a mairiage was heard of, and in such a 
family as McQuillan's the minstrels and wandering bards came 
from all quarters in search of it, as here an unbounded scope 
was given to revelling and Irish conviviality, and although there 
was an open door to every stranger, none was so acceptable to 
them as the minstrels : nor indeed had the affair of a marriage 
been even unpublished in the country was it possible that a 
traveller could pass Dunluce ignorant of the scenes that were 
going forward within ; for a person was stationed «t the outer 
gate to proclaim the event to every passenger, and also to bring 
4II in, even to the poorest mendicant, so that it is no wonder 
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if in other countries the i^me of an Fiish wedding has been 
proverbial: and to the present day I can well attest the extra- 
ordinary efforts made by the descendants of that hospitable 
people on the like occasion ; their best rag is clean and on, with 
the most respectable side out, the cabin is swept up from front 
to rear, and a large turf fire being kindled without regard to 
the heat of the weather, when from the farther end of the dwel- 
ling the master of the ceremonies walks forth armed with a 
bottle in the one hand and a glass in the other, and seating 
himself at the head of the company, if I may be allowed the^ 
expression, like the son of an Irish King, pours out first to him>> 
self a flowing bumper of this strong water of life, in the juice 
of which he quaf]& a kaad miel a faultie to them all round, fill- 
ing out to them as they chance to sit next kim, until all are 
pretty well : the exercise then commences in leaping, wrestling, 
throwing the stone, and frequently boxing, in au which it is 
indispensably necessary that the groom be foremost, otherwise 
he can never expect to be so dear to his enchanting fair one. 



If straying from the leading subject in local descriptions be 
a fault, 1 have certainly often transgressed, but the mal^ter 
which has induced me thus to err being so nearly connected with 
my tale, I have considered it only as a fuller explanation of the 
fact in question; and besides this, it saves the interruption of 
inserting notes which are often nothing more than a continua- 
tion of the theme. 

The marriage festivities being concluded, and the different 
friends having retired to their places of abode, McDonnell now 
began to find himself among the happiest of mankind poss« 
essed as he was of the only treasure that ever gave him the least 
uneasiriess-^he had nothing to concern his thoughts farther than 
to make her happy ; and as to Aveline her heart had never re- 
ceived an impression before she saw Sir Coll M*DonpeU. 

like most ladies cf that age, she though she could entert^n 
a tender affedbicm for no other man breathing ; and In reg>ard of 
a husband, we must s^uppoee she was at the end of her Hvishes. 



Norman d^ boi^cos. \m 

She now.lurned her thoughts wholly towards private econo- 
iny^ and with the assistance of her maids and son>e old women, 
Wlowers of jh» father's house^ was busy every day in laying 
plan^ for her approaching, family ; an4 nothing was so much 
kmgisd^i for at th^t time as a visit to the islands where she 
miglit^see her husband's connexions with their families,* of whom 
she. jhad iheard iso many wonderful tales. 

The Highlanders that came over with Sir Coll M'Donnell 
were quartered through McQuillan's tenantry, one in every 
house, in which were also quartered his own gallowglasses a 
measure which we are willing to say was weW concerted, fdr in 
this situation the one was a kind of check or guard upon the 
other, and this manner of quartering troops upon the tenantry 
vasfornaerly practised by the Irish kings, being called by them 
coshery-; but in cases of necessity the king himself as well as 
lis troopa had th be: entertained. 

Twas cujstpnaary with MfQuillan, besides the regular; pay of 
M8,t;rpops, to give a mether of milk to each man,, wh^ch was, in 
the highest degree acceptable, chiefly to those who had families, 
saving them the trouble of purchase ; but in place of one mether 
of milk, 1 believe there were two given to each man, ; To the 
Highlander, besides his pay, th^ere was only one, given, and 
aiid whether this was from the beneficence of his own chieftain, 
or McQuillan, 1 will not take upon me to determine. 

Iq a peas^t's cabin, not fair/rom; the castle where two of 
ti]^ aforesaicl troops were billeted, a warm dispute arose one^ 
mjfning, the cause of whicli ,was; this. When the distribution 
<« milk was over, said the Highlander^ what is the. reason) since 
I undergo the same fatigues, have the same duties to perform, 
ai^4 ao^ exposed tor the ; same, dangers, that I dont receive an 
equ^I sh^f e of ihe wilk ? Why ?houl4 you, a Seottishf ugitive 
a?^, glad to rqc^ve a ^ubsistefice of any kind in our country^ 
^d the other, expect an equality .with the ga^IIowglaases 3 

Notwithstanding the wholesome remonstrance of their host, 
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tbey commenced fighting-— cutting at each other over his head. 
Well, sure enough, saidhe, I think you're not giving mysdf 
dacent tratement far my good mate and drink to yes both, so as 
the saying is Hi let yes take a bit av your own bridle, my good 
fillows, and hang me but let the toughest skin hoidd longest 
out avournien. So saying he threw open the two doors of the ^ 
cottage, and gave them free liberty to fight it out in the open ] 
field. 

There was something of justice in opening the two doors to 
them at the same time, for had they both gone out at the one 
door, it is evident that the precedent must have have had the 
advantage of the subsequent* 

Finding themselves at liberty, these two hot-brained north- 
erns rushed upon each other like a pair of lions from .the wilds 
of Numidia, cutting and defending with great power both of 
arm and body, the rolling eye following the manoeuvres of the 
opponent, the welj-braced arm and the body poised with an in- 
clination forward, the right foot posted in advance of the body, 
shewed to the spectators the firm determination of either in the 
dreadful conflict. 

M*II-Hargy was the name of the Highlander, a brawny mus- 
cular man« and in point of temper^ as we would say, wais fiery 
red-hot 

O^Grady was the Irishman's name, a good soldier but of 
smaller size and shorter in the arm: the contest however, was 
long doubtful, but at length the long arm of M^Il-hargy over- 
powered his adversary, and after a struggle of nearly twenty 
minutes the Irishman fell covered with wo^nds• 

Word was now conveyed to the castle, where the two chief- 
tans sat, little expecting a tale of the kind, and having hastened 
out, they found the dreadful catastrophe no better than they 
were informed ; the Highlander had neen nearly surrounded 
by the partisans of the other, and when McDonnell came for- 
ward, he was walking the ridge of an old fort that was near the 
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^lace of action, staring wildly around him with his naked sword 
in his hand, dyed with the blood of his opponent, and me- 
-liacing all who attempted to oppose him on either hand. 

After all the evil that had been done, the business might 
have been settled without further trouble, but the relations, 
of the family and those who would not attend on a former in- 
vitation, now glad of a rupture, strongly advised the proprietor 
of Ekmluce to resort to the severest measures in regard of 
punishment. 

They insinuated that McDonnell came over as an adven- 
turer, not as he pretended, to assist Tyrconnell of Donegall, 
but rather to hunt after fortune, and having seduced his child, 
they were certain looked only for his death, thai he might sit 
down and take possession of his estates ; however fair or un- 
blemished the character of McDonnell stood in the eyes of his 
benefactor, those circumstances seemed so natural that they 
I did not fail to make an impression on his mind injurious to the 
young but undesigning stranger. 

A council of war therefore, being, called they held a long de- 
liberation on the conduct of M'll-Hargy, frequently introducing 
that of his commander as likely to connive at the late unfor- 
tunate transaction, and if there remained in McQuillan's breast 
even one spark of friendship for the stranger it was poisoned. 

After the termination of this debate, the resolutions were 
published, which were these, that the soldier be taken to the 
fiighest promontory on the neighbouring cost, and there in his 
armour precipitated into the ocean. 

• 
McDonnell opposed this as cruel, alleged tliat he had been 
provoked, and hoped they would not adopt measures that were 
harsh, or unbecoming a christian nation. He confessed that 
M*ll-Hargy had acted unadvisedly in going to extremes before 
he acquainted him as his commander, but as the affair had no 
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shade of murder in it, but v/as nearly the same as a challenge, he 
thought that any punishment not amounting to death might|c 
be sufficient chastisement for the delinquent, and as to the pro- 
vocation given, he wished the master of the cabin called for-|] 
ward, who being present could best state who was the principal 
aggressor. 

Ij 

The host of the cabin being called, gave his testimony can- ^ 
didly as the affair happened, saying that the Irishman gave the 
severest language ; but he could not say which was most eager 
for the combat ; that, as long as he could he endeavoured to " 
interpose, but in vain, and as Tm a sinner, said he, when I 3 
couldn't get them to be aisy, even for the sake of St. Patrick, ^ 
I opened Doth the doors and let them take a rug together, so 
that's all 1 have to say, gentlemen. 

• 

Old McQuillan thought there was no necessity for further 
severity, and above all did not wish to entertain a thought pre- 
judicial to his friend, but such is the effect of evil counsellors 
that Sir Coll McDonnell, in order to save the soldier^s life, was 
obliged to call out his troops and put them under armes, 
standing at their head with his drawn sword in his hand. 



The men called aloud to be led forward against the gallow* 
glasses of McQuillan, who were thronging together with wea- I 
pons of every description, the dead boay all the while lying in \ 
the centre of the crowd, and as they gathered around it, an 
universal murmur spread through the augmented multitude : for 
every five minutes that they remained longer on the ground 
in like proportion their danger increased, and besides this there 
were incendiaries busy enough working on the minds of the in- 
furiate mob, and affirming that vengeance in the present mo- 
ment was by far the sweetest. 



In the midst of the commotions the brother of the fallen 
soldier stepped in front of the Highlanders, bearing a long 
Andra Ferara, and having his sleeves rolled up to his shoulders. 
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shewed a lengthy welji-^braced arm» and fh>in appearance a man 
m capacity to fight any man in the Scottish battalion. 

The untimely death of my brother, said he, has unsheathed 
my sword, and it never shall be returned to its place before it 
drink deep in the villain's blood who did the deed ; or, if he 
in fear shuns me, I challenge the host of his countrymen, not 
excepting their leader. 

You are a brave man, said M^onnell, and I sincerely la- 
ment the accident, as I may call it, which has given cause to 
thy woe : but had it, been my own brother, what could I do ? 
No, I maun assure you naething could be done, and as for 
M41-Haragy I am persuaded he is willing to atone for the rash 
act by asking your pardon, or any humiliation of the kind 
which you would think fit. You have also challenged my 
men tg^ght you, not even excepting myself ; for me to accept 
the proposal is altogether out of the question, and although I 
on certain many of my soldiers could wish to answer you, yet 
ttie situation in which we are forbids it. I doubt not but your 
courage, your prowess, and dispositions are good enough, but 
for the reasons which I have stated none of my men can ac- 
cept the challenge. 

O^Grady still patrolled the front of the lines brandishing his 
Ferara, and in the most dissatisfied manner eyed the Heigh- 
mders with a scowling look. At this moment M'Donnell see- 
hg that a reconciliation could not easly be effected gave orders 
to the front ranks to march forward, keeping a strict look-out 
toward their rear, until they left sight both of the threatening 
Multitude, and also of the topmost chimney of Dunluce.* 

With a sorrowful heart regarding his young and beautiful 
wife,^ whom he had left behind him, be might say in the midst 
of insinuating enemies he directed his course for the highest 
Mil in his view, and there having cast up a trench, they rested 
on their arms during that night : four men were placed at 

-1 — . — _- — . . ■ — • — 

* Dunluce, the rock of fortificaiion, or the castle witkin the fortification. 
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equal distances encircling the base of the hill, so that an enemy 
could steal upon them secretly in no direction. They refrained 
from kindling any fires lest it might apprize their foes of their 
retreat, and being but a few in comparison to the others, this 
precaution was the more necessary, 

What a night of awful suspense was this to her who alone 
longed for the return of her young husband ; the father returned 
in the evening accompanied by some of those relations who, 
when invited on a former occasion, would not deign to visit 
them, and. their coming at this juncture suggested to her that 
it could not be for good. 

From what she had learned of the circumstance, and not 
seeing him whom the evening always brought back, and with 
him all her earthly happiness ; she dared not ask one question 
respecting him ; but retiring to her own apartment, and there 
alone and unattended by any of her maids, she resigned herself 
to darkness, sorrow, and the silence of the night, not being 
cheered by a single taper. 

The only sounds that broke in upon her lonely retreat, were 
the breaking of the surges far beneath the windows of her apart- 
ment, and this mingled with the wild streaming of the sea-fowl 
flapping their wings around her casement, tended more power- 
fully to augment her pain of mind. One of her maids after 
sometime sought her out, and endeavoured as much as possible 
to alleviate her distress by assuring her that there was no danger 
whatever of Sir Coll M'Donnell's life, that she was certain it 
would be the last measure to which her father ever would resort, 
and that even should those relations who had endeavoured so 
much to poison her father's good dispositions, make an attempt 
against him, he was pretty well aware of their intentions, and 
his men being brave, she was sure would defend him to the last. 
• 

But, said her lady, he and his men are under the open canopy 
of heaven to-night without money, food to take, a bed to recline 
on, and worse than all that, surrounded by a most dangerous 
and insidious enemy. 



f 
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Her maid being descended from a respectable family had 
received a liberal education, and also from her attendance on her 
lady when sent for education to the convent, she had gleaned as 
much as raised her many degrees above the vulgar, and there- 
fore possessing so many good qualifications and over and above 
these a heart of sensibility, she did not fail in turning those 
endowments both of nature and art to a good account in con- 
soling her mistress. 

The hardships, my lady, said she, of which you speak, fall 
weightily both upon the body and mind, that nursed up like 
a tender plant, and fondled in the lap of luxury, never have 
been taught through necessity to look danger in the face ; but 
on a soldier and a soldier of fortune, these shocks fall with im- 
potence: he has accustomed himself to face difficulties, let them 
approach On whatsoever side they will ; at a distance he views 
them with a fearless eye, and when they assail him, they find 
he is fully prepared to receive them. 

I know said her. lady, he is not subject to fear, and I know 
he has surmounted many difficulties, but consider he and his 
men are without food, and alas ? what is he but a boy ? Many 
young men of his years would not be considered fitting to be 
trusted from under the guidance of their parents, and yet he 
has been sent from his country at the niercy of the elements, 
commanding a troop of fierce Highlanders, whose unsubdued 
ferocity has drawn all these evils ovet their commander. 

He is but a youth, I am convinced, my lady, said the other, 
but his conduct is that of a veteran, otherwise he neve%qould 
have obtained the fairest lady on the shores of the Green Island. 

I request you to refrain from such illtimed flattery, said her 
lady. I cannot relish it at present; my mind is two much en- 
gaged on a more serious matter— .alas ! how long this evening 
seems to me ! 

One thing I will remark, said the maid, which simply is this^ 
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that whatever troubles surround Sir Coil M'Donnell to-night» 
and in all probability there are not few, the thoughts of his fair 
spouse press more upon his heart than all others. 

And therefore, said Lady M'Donnell, I have the greater 
reason to grieve, being I may truly say the individual cause of 
all his present afflictions. 

The maid here proposed, as the gentlemen were in deep de- 
bate, that she would procure two domestics and as many horses 
to convey provisions to them, and bring back information re- 
specting their welfare and place of encampment. The project was 
no sooner suggested than they set about to execute it. 

These domestics, being long found to, be faithful, theirattach- 
ment to their lady was as great as the emergency of the occasioa 
called for : the horses were brought out and loaded with dried 
flesh, oaten and wheaten cakes in abundance, a dozen of good 
old port, stowed away in hampers, and such other things as 
she thought necessary for a hungry soldier, not forgetting to 
send with the adventurers a plaintive billet-doux which^she 
knew would be no less acceptable to her lord in his present 
situation. 

The men set out, each armed with a cutlass^ and approaching 
the sentinel at the barrack, were stopped with a surly demand 
who they were or what they had in charge ? Some other troops 
came out, and seizing the horses by the head led them to the 
barrack door, and began to scrutinize the contents of their load. 

It irite immediately conjectured for what purpose these pro- 
visions had been sent, and niany of the men thought that the 
undertakers should be punished without further ceremony. 

When they were busy condemning them without a trials one 
of the carriers who had never lost perfect confidence to support 
his cause, drew out a purse richly embroidered in gold wire, 
the appearance of which created universal silence : from the 
purse he took a ring set with a precious topaz, and having on it 
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the inipression of a coronet ; the same ring had been giving pri- 
vately to him by his Iady» and had often been used as a pass- 
port by the proprietor lol the castle on any matter of the like 
nature. 

> 
The pledge was considered perfect security for a more im- 
portant message than the one in question ; but in a moment 
there was an emissary at hand to insinuate that the ring was 
stolen. ^ 

And if it were, said the commander, who dare arraign the 
person that took it. 

No, I say, that if there never had been a passport sent, I 
know not how we could turn away provisions from hungry 
men. These identical troops against whom so much evil has 
been wrought up to-day, and who have been forced in protect- 
ing themselves from our numbers to retire to the mountains , 
these same troops have saved our heads on the plains of 
O'Cahan, and I say that nothing short of the basest ingratitude 
could have treated them and their brave leader with such harsh- 
ness as what 1 witnessed to-night : but let those incendiaries 
look sharply how they conduct themselves, for I who have bled 
80 often in defence of the rights of De Bprgo, and who bear the 
testimony of my regard to that family deeply engraven on my 
breast, stripping his breast and exhibiting some deep scars, I say 
that I shall allow no intruder to point out the path which I am 
to occupy, and chiefly those who turned their backs to us when 
a dangerous enemy dared us to our face. 

These sayings were delivered in presence of some of tbUksame 
individuals who effected the separation between M'Donnell 
and his magnanimous friend : however said he, as 1 am incapable 
of harbouring an idea that there is any secrecy in the matter, 
1 shall send tSe ring back to the castle with my servant, more 
on account of showing the candour of the noble residents of 
Dunluce^ than to gratify any other individual. 

When the carriers heard of the ring bein^ sent back, they 
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were almost frozen with terror, knowing into what a Jordan 
t)f troubles it must cast both them and her who procured it, 
and glad would they have been to get escaping with part of 
their lading, but back to the castle the ring must go, together 
witlp information respecting what had occurred at the barrack, 
all which things were likely to involve the sympathizing heart 
of her who could not act harshly to any, in a deeper affliction 
than ever. 

Lady M'Donnell, whose agitated mind could not rest until 
the return of the servants, had prompted her in sending her 
maid to the drawbridge to watch how the expedition would 
pass the sentinel at the barrack, and this faithful attendant, 
anxious nearly as her mistress, remained posted stedfastly at 
the gate, from the first moment of her orders ; she was fortu- 
nately on the spot when the soldier came up bearing the ring, 
and as mankind are pleased to say that women in general are 
endowed with a ready turn of mind, she corroborated the univer- 
sal hypothesis* 

Is the governor of the castle at home ? said the soldier. 

He is, said she. Have you any business with him ? 

Js'he engaged at present, said he, or could I speak with him? 

I fear not, said she ; he is engaged in business of importance 
and also with particular company. 

Well, then, said the soldier^ taking out the purse, which she 
well fecognized, being employed some hours before in procuring 
I say, said he, will you faithfully present the contents of this 
purse to him, asking him, in the captain's name of the garrison, 
if he on this night sent that pledge to, convey two horse loads 
of provisions to Sir Coll McDonnell and his men encamped 
somewhere on the mountains ? 

I myself, said the maid, have seen the ring contained in the 
purse delivered this very night as a passport for the provisions, 
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nevertheless I shall if you please return it, but wish that this 
delay may not be the cause of severe anger both to you and 
your commander. 

If it should, said the soldier, neither of us is to blame; for 
I must say that suspicion toward any of the family of McQuil- 
lan, never entered my captain's breast, but he was unable to 
get over it, and it is merely for conviction to those who would 
question its veracity that he returned the ring. 

rU soon have an answer to you, said she, flying off with the 
speed of the wind, and carying it directly to her mistress, who 
upon seeing the ring brought back, became pale and insensible, 
thinking that all was detected, and truly she who might 
almost be said never to have practised a scheme in her life, if 
such this might be called, was ill prepare^ for evil conse- 
quences. 

The maid was sorry for having informed her at all concern- 
ing the matter, as she could have managed it as well by har^ 
self, however she added a little comfort to her lady by telling 
her not to despond, for their was not the least shadow of dan- 
i ger ; you have only, said she, to order' the soldier by me, that 
\ the ring was evidently sent on the purpose from which it has 
been returned, and that you would much rather the men had 
been permitted to pass on than give any unnecessary trouble in 
retarding them. This being done, she hastened to the gate 
where the soldier was waiting in mute expectation for an 
answer. Your officer, said the maid, would have done much 
better to have permitted the men to continue their journey, 
as he had sufficient authority to guarantee him against any 
danger ; yet I dare say the best means of atoning for what is 
done, is to expedite the carriage. 

Does he appear to be in wrath, said he ? 

I have spoken as far as my commission goes, said she, and I 

A 2 
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neither can nor will inform you farther ; so behold your purs£^ 
and speed your way back, for it is more than probable that] 
wherever Sir Coll McDonnell and his men lie encamped to^! 
night, their hour of dining greatly depends on the arrival of 
our embassy. 

Having received these instructions, the soldier hastened to 
his officer with no other tidings than what he expected, and 
delivering the purse together with the sharp rebuke, the captain 
urged forward the previsions accmpanying them with an^ 
escort of his choice gallowglasses.* 

The arrival of this lading at the Highlander's camp was as 
acceptable as unexpected, and indeed an intrenchment in the 
open air scarcely could be called an encampment ; however 
there being a cabin in the vicinity of this post, they procured 
£bre from it, by the help of which they dressed their victuals 
aad dined sumptuously. 

The first question McDonnell put to the men, was, how were 
the inhabitants of the castle, or had they a letter for him ? 

They said all were well at their departure, and handed him 
the biUet from his lady. 

After dismissing the men with an answer, he sat down and 
partook of the blessing which Providence was pleased to send. 

*'My love is a son of the hill, he pursues the flying deer his grey dogs are 
panting around him, his bowstring sounds in the wind. Dost thou re&t by the fount 
of the rock or by the noise of the mountain- stream ? The rushes are nodding to the 
wind, the mist flies over the hill. I will approach my love unseen, I will behold him 
from the rock ; lovely I saw thee flrst by thcf aged oak of Bruno, thou wert returning 
tall from the chase, the fairest among thy friends. No more I tread the hill, no more 
from on high I see thee fair moving by the stream of the plain, bright as the bow of 
heaven, as the moon on the western wave." — Oss. 

Dsiniel McQuillan passed this night in conversation with his 



♦ The English of the word gallowglass, is the green-coated woodlander, or per- 
haps countryman^ 
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JGriends^ but from his outward appearance and involuntary 
actions his inward perturbation could well be perceived, fre- 
gently muttering to himself at a leisure moment, but above 
M every half hour, his wishing to know what kind of night it 
was, and asserting that he thought there could not be much 
cold without, it was easy to perceive he was far from being at 
test in mind. 

The discourse had now turned upon armour, which we must 
suppose was a topic often discussed in times wherein chivalry 
was in all its glory. 

He was describing to them the Bailie na sluadh, a military 
weapon used in battle by the Irish, which instrument I have 
mentioned already ; a servant was now ordered to bring it for- 
ward, that the company might see the size and fabrication of 
this destroyer of the human race ; but in place of bringing the 
intended weapon, he brought and laid on the table before them 
a silver-mounted basket hilt sword, which his master had re- 
ceived in a present from Sir Coll McDonnell. 

The sight of this sword changed the scene altogether, ^and 
drew from McQuillan that which had been struggfing in his 
breast from the morning : as he hung over it, reading as it were 
^om a book, and calling to mind the amiable dispositions of 
^e donor together with the strong tie that bound him to his 
fimily, that he was exposed to the unwholesome damp of night, 
sleeping under the open canopy of heaven, while he and those 
I ttound nim under costly ceilings were carousing the hours away 
legardless how he was affected either outwarmy or inwardly ; 
all these things rushing on his mind at the same time, wrung 
from his aged eyes a tear which falling on the the blade he 
wiped away, and restoring it to the sheathe gave it back to the 
servant, asking him in rather a dissatisfied tone why he had 
mistaken the errand on which he was sent ? 

As the man was hanging up in the armoury the cause of 
this unexpected sensation, and rummaging among ru^ty blades. 
Wis, battle-axes,^ slceons^ dirks, daggers, and habergeons ; soma 
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poifttless, some wanting the handle, some gapped like a saw» | 
and some bent into the form of the sickle of Cere$ ; he had 
happened on an antiquated coat of msal, a corslet and steel 
casque, arraying himself in which with the helmet buckled 
under his chin, to see how be wopld appear in the habiliments 
of a warrior, he heard a smart rap at the door and being in 
haste to attend, forgot to divest himself of his military dress, 
even to an old f^erarra which he bore in his right hand. 

Father Owen, the ReT« Chaplain who united Sir Coll and 
Aveline, had a •respectable living in the house of McQuillan, 
being brought from the priory of regular canons at Dungiven, 
founded by Dermot O'Cahan, and that evening having received 
a message from her, that he would come to her father, and as 
his advice was usually sought in every undertaking, she hoped 
that his interference might be of use in mediating between him 
and her husband. 

'Twas father Owen who rapped at the door, and being aware 
of the commotions which agitated the family of his fnend, he 
was meditating as he entered how he could best heal the breach 
between them, but as the door fell back, the appeamce of a 
warrior sheathed in rusty armour from head to foot, and hold-* 
ing in his right hand a drawn sword, quashed his hopes altoge- 
ther and caused him^ to shrink back, throwing up his arm as if 
he feared to receive a thrust from this terrific janitor. However, 
recovering himself, he seemed not to notice it, but desired to 
be shown into the apartment where his master wa$ : the man 
unknowing of his situation, preceded him into the apartment 
somewhat in the manner of a macebearer ushering into a town 
the judge of an assize. 

As this procession entered the haU where the gentlemen sat, 
universal consternation spread among them, many starting to 
their feet and standing a little on the defensive as it were. 

I suppose the idea of the islanders in arms had engrossed 
all their senses, as the iron-coated hero opened the door, and 
had he in that moment bawled out the sword of M,Donnell 
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and his philibegs, 'tis hard to tell what evil might have been 
done. 

The servant was now obliged to explain the mysterious man* 
ner by which he became metamorphosed into an intimidating 
warrior^ and the errand on which he was first sent being en- 
tirely forgotten, they had time to salute father Owen and 
apologize for their confusion. 

I have been often agreeably surprised, father Owen, sai4, 
McQuillan, at your entrance ; but I can assure you it was quite 
otherwise to-night, and I fear were I to inform the brother- 
hood in what manner you have entered our society just now, 
they might pass upon your conduct a s^ere investigation. 

I am always glad, said the sage, drawing a seat to himself 
with some seriousness, that matters turn out better than what 
they appear at first : we were not sent into this world to enjoy a 
continued round of bliss ; it Is not our home, it is only a place 
of sojourning, and therefore we should not set our hearts too 
much on the possessions of it nor arrogate to ourselves an ar- 
bitrary right of deciding in matters wherein we should rather 
submit to the will of providence. 

When in the morning of life, man enters upon the character 
which he is about to personate in his passage through this lower 
world, — ^his future conduct is often regulated by his first initi- 
ation of whatsoever kind it is whether good or evil ; but many, 
I say too many, pervert the well intended principles laid in the 
beginning, and use them to the vilest of purposes. 

The days are now gone when our country was a sanctuary 
for the distressed, when it afforded learning,* protection, books 



* In early times, when the continent was overrun by Goths, Huns, Hulans and 
Vandals, and all their seminaries extinguished by those barbarians', we have ample 
testimony remaining, that Germans, Saxons, Danes, Swedes and many other nations, 
flocked to Ireland, then Scotia, as I have said, to receive their collegiate education, so 
tbat the college of Jlrdmacha, now Ardmagh, contained, in one season, seven thousand 
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and food to all those who wished to apply or shelter themselves 
under her fostering wing ; it was formerly called in other coun- 
tries the Island of strangers ; principally on account of the hos- 
pitality shewn by the Irish to strangers ; and such, my friend, 
was your reception of Sir Coll M*Donnell and his countrymen 
worthy deed, a worthy object. 



But how have you cast a stain over all your magnanimous 
deeds ? 

How have you tarnished your former conduct, by expelling 
from your house, from your table — yes, and more, from your 
bosom, that generous young man, whose greatest affliction of 
mind this night, I am certain, is, because he is separated from 
your child. 

His fault was nothing but what any brave man would glory 
in, I mean in preserving the life of a soldier who had followed 
him faithfully through all dangers ; and I cannot leam'but the 
man who unfortunately recieved his death was the aggressor ; 
nor do I find, by the strictest enquiry, that the one took the 
smallest advantage of the other ; and therefore, what can we 
call the transaction but an unfortunate accident. 

These disinterested assertions were delivered (in presence of 
all the company, and whatever any person might think to the 
contrary of what the good old man pointed out to them, none 
dared to hint a contradiction : so great was the influence of the 
fathers over the laity that the most hardened offender shrunk^ 



students, at which time there were several other colleges in the nation; and at that 
one established in Mayo* Alfred the Great, who reigned in the throne of England, is 
said to have finished his'education. Twas in his thirteenth or fourteenth year he was 
sent by his father to Rome for instruction; and we find on his leaving that city that 
he was anointed future king of England, by Pope Leo, 'Twas undoubtedly after this 
he came to Ireland and it is more ^an probable 'twas here he acquired his excellence 
on the harp by which he charmed the savage heart of Guthrum, and regained the 
Britsh crown. Ireland was then called the college of Christendom, and it was as 
common to say^ such a person is gone to Ireland to college, as we would say now oi 
Glasgow* Trinity Cambridge, or Maynooth. 
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from his evil purpose before them, nor dared in their presence to 
support a false argument. 

I cannot say thisy were all upright, all virtuous and infallible 
as has been no man bom of human nature, nor ever shall be ; 
but 1 can say, *tis to the fathers we owe our present refined state 
of learning, much of our religion, history, &c., &c. Let any 
person who wishes to assert the contrary opinion look into the 
universities of Dublin, or Maynooth, and he will then behold 
with wonder the Herculean labours of those sages, any of whom 
might, with more propriety than the Venusian bard, exclaim, 
** exegi monumentum perennius aere," 

Father Owen was a plain, sincere, good-natured man, possessed 
of much learning, and given to deep research. 

After Aveline left the convent she was accustomed to receive 
instructions from him during a certain portion of the day, and 
to him it might be said, she owed in a great measure, the for- 
mation of her judgment, her taste and more than ordinary love 
for music He had a tolerable knowledge of the harp, and gave 
her some lessons on that instrument, relating to her, at intervals 
the wandering of the minstrels, which tales, although a man of 
rather austere manners, he frequently entertained her with ; 
and hence arose her many inquiries respecting the harp — the 
wandering bards, and the royal residence of Tarah, a name 
which my ear almost teHs me never should be separated from 
the harp. 

After having finished this long dissertation^ on the author 
of which I have taken the liberty to make some scattered remarks. 
Father Owen looking around him with a sigh, which generally 
said as much as he was not altogether happy in mind, asked 
him, where was Aveline ? for he always called her simply by 
her own name 1 1 do not remember, said he, to have been so 
long in the castle at any former time, before she visited me ; 
but said he answering his own interrogation, old men who are 
sinking into the vale of years, and returning to childhood a 
second time, become unpleasing to company, and I believe 
also to their most intimate friends, before they themselves are 
properly aware of it. 
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I, said McQuillan, have felt something anxious to-night re* 
garding her, poor thing ; but, indeed in place of seeing her who, 
in times past could not be happy from me, I have not so much 
as seen one of her maids, that I might ask after my child ; and 
I must inform you besides, that this little trouble which has 
arisen in my family to-day, as I may say, seems to have alien- 
ated the hearts of all my domestics, indeed they attend me when 
1 call upon them, but otherwise they shun me. 

I can also perceive a certain serious gravity in all their coun- 
tenances, which circumstances, although they may seem trifling 
to others, yet they have not failed to render me unhappy. 

And from such disinterested conduct of your servants, said 
Father Owen, do you not preoeive, as in a mirror, the shadow 
of your wrong procedure ; and since appearances are so much 
against your late conduct* I hope I may be saved the unpleasant 
necessity of speaking further on the subject — only this, that it 
is in your power, if you think fit, to heal what has been done 
amiss* 

The next morning a messenger was sent to the camp of Sir 
Coll M'Donnell with an apology for what had taken place, and 
likewise an invitation to return to the castle— that his friend 
McQuillan was sorry for the misunderstanding, and wished that 
it should be forgotten on both sides as soon as possible* 

Sir Coil's replv was, that he did not attribute the harsh treat- 
ment with which he met to any individual but evil counsellors, 
and since his benefactor was pleased to acknowledge his fault, 
he averred that it was as pleasing to him to receive that acknow- 
ment ; and therefore, without further delay, having ordered 
the broad flag to be unfurled, and with his drawn sword in his 
hand marching to the music of the bagpipes, he turned his face 
to the towers of Dunluce a second time, his hardy mountaineers 
frisking along to the merry lilt with their knees as bare as the 
statue of Memncm^ and brandishing their shining blades around 
their heads keeping time to the music, and as they topped erery 
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little eminence filling the air with a shout for the Iaird*of the 
isles^ and the blue bills of Scotland* In such manner did 
these brave men display their enthusiasm to follow their leader 
whether he met a friend or an enemy. 

The first inhabitaht of the castle that met him on his return 
was a white pigeon, a favourite domestic of his mistress, and 
which she had fed and rendered so tame, that, it would seek 
her out wherever she was, even to the distance of five or six 
miles, and perch on her shoulder ; it had become as fond of 
Sir Coll during his sojourn in the^ castle, and no doubt since his 
departure, with scrutinizing eye had sought him many a 
mile both by land and sea; as it approached the noisjr High- 
landers who we might conclude were sufficient to intimi(^te 
even a being of rational irktelleet, it apparently made an at- 
tempt to perch on M*0onneI^s sword, but ^^ at a distance 
knowing it to b^ hii^ foriper friend^ h^ld out his hand and re- 
ceiving It, could not avoid placing it to his bosom. 



His j^^ \Q see this sweet Itt^ hairfcdnger of good tidii^s, did 
not let hun f^r seidd tip^ei^ pareeive ^ small billet suspended to 
i|s Bed; with q aUk thready aa the bird and paper were both 
snow-white. This paper contained only a few Unetd of poetry 
written in the manner of a welcome to Sir Coll and his men, in 
the bimd^^riting of Ayeline$ Imt whetbear the composition were 
her own outth^t ol mm^ of the minstrels that frequented her 
£^tb0r'g m^i^ion, I shldl ^ot say. 

The lines were these : — 

Ah, louf]); was -iny pFacs Ia$t night, 

With the ^p^r difnly burnini^ ; 
But splendid lustres grild the hall, 

For Sir Coll and the cl^ins returniug : 

The drowsy tongue told twelve at night, 

* 

To me][a tale of afofrow ; 

"v 

B 2 
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But little I thought of the merry peals 
That should welcome my Coll to-morrow. 

The hoary minstrels stand at the gate, 
And twang the wires divinely, 
While from her spacious womb Dunluce 
Sends back the sounds sublimely. 

So Kead miel a faultie Colla na roon, 

One night you have been a stranger, 
The Columb baanffom your Aveline flies, 

To proclaim you are free from danger. 

As they approached the outer gate, the officer commanding; 
the gallowglasses had them drawn to the barrack front and 
imder arms, receiving them with three cheers as they entered, 
playing up McDonnell's march, and hurling their bonnots into 
the air with joy to meet their hospitable friends. 

Dinner was served up for all, and happiness illumed the 
countenance of every inmate, when they saw the young High- 
lander enter the dniwbridge bearing in his right hand the 
sword of his forefathers, and wearing his national bonnet 
perched on his dark brow. 

To delineate the meeting between him and his beautiful 
spouse would only be to paint the same between two sincere 
lovers, and therefore as this has been so often and so ably done 
by others, I hope 1 shall be pardoned in passing it over. 

As soon as the return of McDonnell to the castle was antici- 
pated, those who had acted as prompters to Daniel McQuillan 
retired, knowing that their presence could not be agreeable to 
a man whose character they had endeavoured to poison in the 
good understanding of his benefactor : 

McQuillan, however, wishing to create friendship as much as 
in his power, had them asked to the castle, and a reconciliation 
effected. » 
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It was some short time afterwards that the welcome tidings 
were announced to Sir Coll, of a son bdrn.to him, and also an 
heir apparent to Jthe wide domains of Dunliice, notwithstanding 
that the bounds of these estates in comparison with the posses- 
sions which his forefathers held in Scotland were much limited, 
yet such was the infatuation cast over him from the time of his 
landing on the shores of Inisfalia^ that of all places in the world 
his heart insinuated to him here was his home. 

And what was the cause of this indissoluble attachment ?^ 
was it of a mercenary nature ? No, a secondary cause was the 
hospitable and open-hearted disposition of his friend McQuillan, 
but the strong and powerful charm which riveted his affections 
was Aveline McQuillan ; 'twas in this lovely Irish girl, shooting 
among the wild cliffs of Dalriada like a flower in the desert 
that all the witchery was concealed. 
It • 

If at the consummation of his daughter's nuptials, McQuil- 
lan wished to have his friends and alliances, at the baptism of 
his grandson, he was still willing to have a greater number, 
and for this reason preparations were made to receive an im-- 
usual assemblage at the castle on the following week. 

'Twas at the conclusion of the baptismal ceremony, after the 
child's name had been pronounced Archibald McDonnell, by 
father Owen, and after he had given them a suitable admonition, 
regarding the instructions, nurture and seeds of virtue requisite 
to be implanted in the infant's mind ; I say these injunctions 
had been just finished and the company were rising from their 
knees, in which position they had received a solemn prayer from 
the good old father, that a wandering minstrel with hoary locks 
came to the gate, arid as I have said before, although the solid 
oaken door of McQuillan's mansion never shut out a stranger, 
yet OK the present event he was doubly welcome. 

There were several reasons why the bards were everywhere 
so gladly received by almost every class in Ireland. Their 
music, their tales both of the present and of other times, their 
facetious company, their antiquities, and last of all the re- 
verence held time immemorial lor them by their countrymen. 



dE20 MDONNELL, AND THE 

As he entered, allluriied their eyes toward the sftge, and were 
anpoiis in accoaugodatiiig him with vietuab and e¥ery other 
necessfury fitting to restore a w^ary tr^tVeller. Upon i^utry, 
he informed tliem that his nwie was Cairbre b*HaUoran, that 
he haid lived loiig with the family of 0*Kelly, had resided soHie 
time in Oiiagh na Riagh ;^ bqi the chief place df Iris residence 
vas among the O'Cah^s of the Boej tinder whoie patronage 
and protection at the seininary of Dooneven he bad received 
hb education. 



* Oilagh na!Riagli, whicli I have mentienfed before in nfy tiotes, now £lag;)i, near 
Iifmdotiderry, was one of the three ^rindi^al plftoes of royally in Ireland* 

Aodb, or HO|^b, king of Ireland, summoned a parliameat at Drimceat, in order to 
«ettle thri&e important matters. The first vras, to levy a tribute on the noble dan of 
Dalriada in Scotland ; the second, to banish the fileas or bards, that had then become 
a burthen to the people ; the third was to lengthen the imprisonment of Sbanllin More, 
king of OsseryrSt that time weightily ironed in the rayai palace of pi^gh na Riagb» 
The only person capable of interceding was Samt Columblilj, a red-hat |Mitriot, who 
on account of some broil that he raised, was ordered by 8t, Molaise, a powerful man 
and abbot of a priory in one of tli^ islands of Lough "Erne, never to see Ireland again with 
hia eyes; hoi^ever, liaviiig baadagjed them over, he aetputfoc his own couatry/at'* 
tended by twenty bishops^ thirty prieafs, fifty deacons^ thirty ata(i)0im, besidea laaiiy 
more. Although but an abbot himself, and from the island of Hy, the place of his 
banishment, accompanied by this retinue, he arrived at Drumceat, and by his strong 
argutaenta obtained a mitiffation both for the bards and the Dalriada^ but in regard of 
the kingof Ossery, he could not succeed; however in a prophetic manner be told the 
king of Ireland thi^ Scaiijon More's ehaiiifs w<mld fall off (hat night, and as tb^ M' 
nuscript says, coming to £aglis Dubh ia Inis Eogaio, which is the i^me place as EJsglt 
in Inishone, where Maolduin king of that district held the monarch in captivity, a large 
pillar of fire was seen by the soldiers on guard hovering over the prison, and' an ang«l 
calling to him, arise Seanlon and follow tne, which he dvl„ his irpns fiiliing of 
and the soldiers ihrf>ugh terror pet ppposii^g his ji^&^^ge. The manuscript also 9i^f 
that being fed oa salt meat, his throat was inflamed so that he could not speak to the 
saint until he supplied him with drink, and that many of hU poste^rity were afflipted 
with the same disease. 

The following account of a very curious relique of antiquity is now in the possession 
of Adam M* Clean, Esq. of Belfast, which appears to have been the gift of Donald 0' 
Lochlin, or Lachlin, kingof Aileagh. Neid ojr Oiles^h na Beagh, the royal palape of 
Innis Bagan, to his friend Donald M* AmaJgaid, promoted to the 9ee of ArdmsgHic 
1092. The relique conisists of a four-sided hanct-bell, of rather uncouth form, aod 
composed of two pieces of hammered iron connected by brass soldei^ and by twelve 
rivets^ The bell itself has probably been designed for the internal use of a idhapol 
being only nine and a half inches in height, five iii length, and imt in breadth. W^^ 
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l^he next question started almost by half the company was^ 
did be ever hear of the celebrated Toal O'Cahan, or codd he 
perform any of his favourite pieces ? His answer was, that he 
could, and also said, that he was in possession, he believed, of 
sdl the remaining fragments now to be found of that bard. 
They afterwards j^oceeded to ask him concerning the air called 
Finvola the gem of the Roe. 



struck by the tongue a duU solemn tone is produced ; there is little interesting about. 
it except that it is an instrument ofg;rettt antiquity ; but it is accompanied b/ a splendid 
cover naique in its kmd, which seems at once to preserve from injury, aad to announce 
tlie veneration io wliich it liad been held in former times. The ground of the cover is. 
brass edged with copper, aud enriched with a great deal of elegant ornaments, raised in 
all its parts; its tep represents a compressed mitre, one side of which is adorned with 
fioe gold fiUagreen work and silver-giit. It is also to be observed that there is a hole 
in the bell worn by time as by the injury it haS/sustained in the lapse of ages, In 
the areat of the (wo narl'ower sides or ends, are pier-shaped sapphires adorned with 
silver, which has been gilt on one of these sides, which is beautified withstones ; there 
are ornaments of fine gold, representing serpents curiously and elegantly intertwined 
in most intricate folds and various knobs like the complicated itivolutious in the 
collar, of the order of the knights of St. Patrick. It may be worth remarking that 
on one of the ends, and below the knobs and ring by which it is suspended, there are 
eight serpents so singularly infoldedand intermingled with one another, that it requires 
minute attention and considerable discernment to trace each separately and to distin>. 
guish it from its fellow. Their eyes are skilfully formed of blue glass ; above the cross. 
are four of the same kind and in each of the four compartments into which it ia 
divided, there are two galdem serpents in relief below th^ knobs of suspension ; on the 
opposite side or end are six other serpents with blue eyes, but diflPerently intwined. 
On the top is a strange representation of two of these creatures with two legs on each 
of the supending knobs of the case ; two of the sides are also ornamented in a similar- 
manner ; when the bell is inclosed, a sliding brass plate on which it rests fills the bot- 
tom of the case ; on this^late the lower ed^e of the rim of the instrument has strongly 
impressed its form — a collateral presumption of the antiquity of its cover ; for the* 
weight is not sufficient to have produced the effect there by itsprassure, or by any 
friction which it could have occasioned, except in a long period of time. It proves 
also that when the cover was made the bell had an under case, as at present ; far the 
indentations seem not to hare been the effect of wearing, but of reiterated percussion.. 
It appears unquestionably that the case is as old as the eleventh century, as the iascrip- 
tion implies. How mtch older the bell itself may be, is matter of inquiry for the an- 
tiquary. It was styled St Patrick's bell by the family in whose possession it had long 
remained. It is said that bells were used in churches by Paulinus at Nola in Cam- 
pania, so early as four hundred and nine. We learn from Bede they were applied to 
ecclesiastical purposes in England, in the 7th century. Audivit ait ille subito in acre 
uotum Caropauiae sonum quo ad orationis excitari vel cpavocare solebant. Columba, 
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I suppose, said Cairbre, there are not many individuals of 
any research in Ireland who can be unacquainted with the 
history of Finvola (J'Cahan ; but since it appears to me that 
you are strangers to an event which took place, I may say al- 
most in your own neighbourhood, I shall, as nearly as 1 re- 
collect, rehearse the account which I got from a manuscript in 
the old abbey of Dooneven.* - i . .. 



in the 6th centwry said to owe of his attendants, Cloccam pulsa, strike the hell, (a) 
He is stated hy one of his ancient biographers to have found a bell which bad been 
tlie property of the Irish apostle, and to have transmitted it to Ardmagh ; (b) in the 
5th century Sf. Patrick presented sorae bells to the Connaught churches ; (c) 
])onald's bell ^ve are assured, was for some ^generations in the possession of a family 
named ^lulholland, (d) and lastly in that of Henry Mulholland, a wcrthy old schoolmas- 
ter now deceased, who lived in Shanescastlc, formerly Edcnduffcarrick. the seat as well 
known of one of the ancient and princely septs of O'Neill. The silver work is partly 
scrolled in alto relievo and partly in baps relief, resembling knots in the order of St. ^ 
Patrick. In the centre of the top is a blue stone iset in fine gold and insphered in a 
glass bead ; in its centre are four pearl coloured stones, with four green ones of a 
smaller size, representing an intersected cross. Under this is a circular space now 
vacant, which had been probably once occupied by a gem ; the other side of the 
mitre is silver cut into various crosses. One of the quadrangular sides under the 
mitre is formed into thirty-one various compartments hy silver divisions. ' Nineteen of 
these are filled with various ornaments in pure gold fiUagreen, exhibiting the form of 
serpents and snakes curiously entwined ; two of the other compartments are now va* 
cant ; in two of the remaining ten are considerably projecting oval pieces of polished 
rock crystal, or Irish diamond, each about an inch and a half in length and set in 
silver. The setting of that which occupies the central compartments is silver, re- 
presenting on its edge small fleurs de lis. Of the eight smaller divisions is one oc- 
cupied by an oval garnet, and three by oval cornelians ; the remaining four have lost 
their ornaments ; the other side of the mitred top is of silver which has been sub- 
stantially gilt. The top is in bass relief, with scrolUwork representing serpents. The 



* This castle stood further up the' river tl>an Coey Na GalKs. 
(a) Vita S. Scott, p. 65, Pinkerton. 
(i) Trid. Tbaum. p. 408. 
(c) Vita Trip G. 108. 

{d) The name of Mulholland Maolnholem in the original Irish, signii(ies a person of a 
family devoted to a religious life under St. Columba, founder of CuldeisiD. who is frequently 
styled Coluial«ill. 
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Dermot 0*Cahan an Irish prince possessing bfodd and ex- 
tensive domains, bounded by the Bann,* the Foyle,f and the 
Northern Ocean, resided on a rock overhanging the river Roe, 
and nearly adjoining the abbey above mentioned : this noble- 
man was father to Finvola and twelve sons, for whom he built 
twelve castles in diflferent parts of his lands ; he had frequent 
intercourse with the kings and princes of the neighbouring 



lemainder of it is divided into tb^ee compartments ; in the central one of these ap- 
pear two birds, The other two present the profile of an nondescript animal. 

The area of the quadrangular surface under this side of the mitre is covered with a . 
substantial plate ofsilvercpt into thirty-two crosses with an inscription ; on its four 
edges are quarters in old Irish characters, indicating as far as has been deciphered that 
ih^ bell was presented by Domnal 0*Lochlin to Domnal the coniorbho of St. Patrick ; 
the letters iit this inscription are not separated into distinct words, and the difficulty 
of interpreting it is greatly increased by the points or marks formed by the rivets. 
The number .of thirty-one compartments on one side with the two compartments on 
the mitre, make thirty-three; the years of our Saviour*s age and thirty-three crosses 
might be easily made out on the other side by gaining two of the incomplete ones. 
The two rock crystals that remain in the principal front of the sides with a miche 
whtie a third had been, may have indicated the three years of Christ's ministry. These 
conjectures are perfectly consistent with the spirit of the times: bells of a similar ^ 
size are not uncommon. One of these was found concealed in a ivied wall in the 
ruined church of Kibruny. It was agitated and rung by the wind during the con- 
tinuance of a storm, and having been discovered by this singular accident, was a few 
years ago conveyed to Newry chapel. A physician in Belfast has another which was 
raised in a field near Bangor, in the county of Down: it is formed of iron, with a 
perfectly smooth surface and rounded corners : its height is twelve inches by eight in 

IWeadth, and nine in width. A similar hand-bell was found in the Route, co. Down; 
is now in possession of James M'Donnell, M. D. Btlfast. In 1092, a fire which wasted 
a considerable part of Ardmagh, destroyed the church, and of course ruined the bells, 
h is not improbable that the antique bell in question may have been one of a complete 
set presented by the monarch Donnald to his namesake and friend, the Primate, to 
repair his loss. From the expenses so profusely lavished on that curious piece of the 
cover, it seems manifest that the bell itself, the principal object of former veneration, had 
belonged to a Cathedral (a) or monastry, and had been venerated as a precious relique 
of antiquity, even in the eleventh century, so much for the antiquity ot Daire Calgac. 
~*Stewaut's History op Armagh. 



If 



(a) Probably the Cathedral of Derry, Flathbeart 0*Crolcart, being the first consecrated 
Bishop after it was erected into a cathedral. 

*--t By Ptolemy called the Vidua and Argita. 
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nations, and often carried his daughter Finvola and her fairothers^ 
with him. when he visited the courts of Caledonia or Britaii 
'Twas returning from the former in the winter season^ tl 
Dermont O'Cahan with his son Shane and Finvolo hii 
daughter, was overtaken by one of those storms whieh are i 
quently known to ht\x%X forth «mong the idands of Caledoi 
and as their vessel was badly mamiM, they narrowly esca^ 
with life, being driven by the tempest on the rugged shores 
Hay in the dead of night. 

Under one of those thunder-rifted towers of natural rocl 
which hang frowning over the deep, they were forced to remain 
^uring the night, drenched by the rain and benumbed in theij 
joints^ untill the beams of a watery winter sun rising iro\ 
behind the eastern mountains began to re-animate nature, ai 
assist the genial current in reflBuming its wonted functions: ii 
this forlorn and pitiable situation they remained till far in th< 
morning, not knowing the name of the island on which the^ 
were cast, nor whether it was inhabited by a human being, but 
at this juncture the plashing of oars was heard turning round a 
high projecting reef that in some measure had sheltered them 
from the fury of the tempest, and shortly after they saw a 
fishing boat with five stout young men approaching them, four 
of tliese were Norwegians clothed in kind of oiled frocks made 
of skin, with a hood of the same materials that fell over the 
shoulders, and rendered them proof against all weathers ; the 
fifth, who was the only one that could address them in a known 
tongue, was a tall swarthy Highlander of a bold military car- 
riage, and this corrected, if I may • be allowed to use the ex^ 
pression, by an easy politeness. 



* The names of BermontO'Caban's twelve sons were, Cooey, ancestor to O'Cahan 
Limavady, Dennont, Turloxh, Shane, Bryan, Donald, Morlogh, Donough, Niall, 
Owen, Toa!, Erenney Patrick; and tl^eir places of residence was near the old abbey 
of Booneven: O'Cahan's Brook at the toot of Benbraddagh ; Limavady ; Swatteragh ; 
Glenkeen near Garvagh ; Flanders below Booneven ; Castk Bose near Coleraine 
Eftnagh ; Ballyshetky near Beeekhill ; Olondermott ; Godnamnnnen ; Tier goUn . The 
place in the neighbourhood of Coleraine, vulgarly called Castle Roe, is properly called 
Castle Bose, from Bose O'Cahan a celebrated beauty, formerly an inhabitant of it, this 
being one of the twelve castles built by O'Cahan for his twelve sons* 
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Iij rowing up to the strangers, he scarcely waited eitUer^ to 

^ask their country, or the c^use of th^ir disaster, but speakiag 

tp-his companions in the Norse dialect, bid thein assist the 

strangers in mooring their vessel^ and afterward direct them 

across the island to the mansion; then turning to/Prince 

O'Cahan and his daughter, he begged of them that they wpiald 

\ allow him to conduct them to a gentleman's residence wfaicli 

I stood at no great distance, and where he was certain there was 

a good wish as well as capability to supply them with every 

thing of which they stood in need. 

« 

The Hibernian bowed acceptance, and supporting his daugh-^ 
ter Finyola, the three walked toward a magnificent castle 
which stood rather at the farther verge of the island. In a 
few. words he explained to theni how h6 had been on busings 
in Norway, and had felt the severity of the night as well as 
they, only that his mariners were better skilled in the naviga* 
tioa of those dangerous seas s6 thickly i&terspersed with shoals 
and islands. 

And on which of the Scottish isl^ids, said O'Cahan, are we 
now? 

You are no'v^, said the stranger, upon that one called Islay ; 
and also, said O'Cahan interilrupting him, the castle to which you 
are escorting us is the residence of McDonnell, lord of the 
isles. 

The same, said the stranger* 

1 fear, said O'Cahan^ we are not ia good tarim to ent^ the 
court of our friend McDonnell to-day ; however, as it is not 
the . dbaralcter of an Irishman to st^d upcm punctilios, we 
shall use no other apology thati that which 4 boisterous se$ 
iand tempestuous night have supplied us with. 
• •- . , . .^ - 
Be assured said the straliger^ as/ar as I can inform you, there 

eg* 
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is no apology necessary; a person in distress has always found ac« 
cess to the halls of our ruler, and I have no doubts Sir, but you 
have more and weightier claims than that which is common to 
mankind in general : I presume from certain reasons of my 
own that your name is O.Cahan, and am willing to pledge my- 
self, that your arrival will be hailed with joy ; but may I ask 
who the gentleman is whom you left with the sailors. 

He is my son, said O'Cahan, and our name is the same 
which you conjecture, and if I mav flatter myself, a name 
not unknown to the lord of the isles, out to visit the court at 
this time was not our intention. 

As they were discoursing of these matters, and drawing 
near to the castle, they were met by a party of the clan of 
McDonnell, airayed in the full militaiy costume;of their country 
and surrounded by these was approaching them a portly old 
man, dressed in a superb garment, and seemingly frank and 
robust under a green old age. He soon knew the strangers 
to be Hibernians, and nearly as soon recognized the person of 
Prince O'Cahan, whom with his two children he welcomed in 
the Scottish manner, to the court of McDonnell. 

When I say, in the Scottish manner, I presume almost any 
of my readers will understand my meaning, which is a wel- 
come as hearty as a welcome could be. 

At this period O'Cahan's daughter Finvola, or as she was 
more frequently called Flora, was often talked of, not only at 
the court of McDonnell, but also in Holyrood, whence she was 
returning, and not altogether was she unknown at the royal 
residence of Britain : although here in Islay she was unattend- 
ed, save by one maid, and she on account of indisposition had 
been left in the vessel till such times as they could procure 
females to take charge of her. 

The lord of the Isles, for such was the person whom I have 
described as meeting them surrounded by his guards, returned 
with his noble guests, often and often again enquiring how 
were his friends in the land of Inis*Eaiga? how were the 
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OTahans of the Roe, where I myself, said he, was fostered^ 
and along the romantic streams of which I have spent many a 
pleasant day. The majestic young Islander, who first came to 
their succour was here introduced to them as son to the lord of 
the Isles, and who received part of his name from their own 
family, Angus O'Cahan McDonnell 

Prince O'Cahan with his daughter, the Princess Finvola, and 
his son» were now prevailed upon to spend a few weeks in this 
watery region, where so much variety was to be had in every 
season of the year, and where he that was fond of enterprize 
could not fail of finding achievements worthy his most daring 
ambition. 

Among these islands ran many dangerous currents, to 
navigate which none but a native could with safety attempt ; 
but with all the difficulties and hazards of the Hebrides^ 
Orkneys, and Shetlands, with the different creeks, harbours, and 
inlets, young McDonnell was perfectly acquainted; and as 
many of which as their time would permit he carried his guests 
to see, not omitting among others the terrific whirlpool, Corry 
Vrecken, &c &c., but the time at length arrived, thatO'Cahan 
with his children must seek the sli^mrock vales and oaken 
forests of the green Island, and when Finvola, Princess of 
Northern Inisfaiia, bid farewell to the royal mansion of Islay, 
she carried with her the hopes and the happiness of Angus 
M'Donnell ; leaving him to breathe his, sighs among the beet- 
ling steeps and rude ridges of the stormy Hebrides, and only 
responded by the screaming of the sea-fowl and plaintive sound 
of the north wind. 

kNow far from tlie isles, on Ierne*s coast, 

The breezes have wafted them over, 
And quick beats the pulse of a hopeless swain, 

'Tis Flora's disconsolate lover. 

For the noble maid was of tender years, 
Nor knew of the graces around her,. 
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Nor thought she her eyes had inflicted a paag 
To the youth when first he found her, 

J^ut she longed for the pleasant hanks of Roe, 
Where the wild deer oft are feeding, 

Or high Benhradagh's hoary peak, 

Where the fawn by the eyrie lies hleeding. 

l!he chiming bells from the abbey grey^ 

Proclaim that O'Cahan is coming. 

And the sister nuns at break of day 
A sonnet of thanks ai:!e huinming. 

Ihe bellowing horn from Knock na Ginn^ 
Has blown O'Cahan's hallow, 

And golloglaghs from Faure^ and Finn 
Are well prepared to follow. 

Ering forth three steeds of fairest form, 
And fleet as the sorel rai^er^f 

Xet gilded trappings these adorn 
As should in the i|sland of strangers. 

For yonder comes Dhooneyen's lord^ 

He blows a blast of thunder. 
Which from his lair has, roi{sed the steg, 

And filled the forest with wonder. 

Now dark -browed Bover has shaken his earsi 

And away is merrily bounding, 
While the hooded hawk from the castle top 
Pursues the well known sounding* 



♦ Near that romantic vale in the county Derry, called Glen UUin rather on the 
Garvagh road, is a large fountain issuing from the side of a hill, and like many other 
wells in Ireland is said to possess certain virtues : the name of this spring is Faure 
and Finn, out of which it is said the bard UUin before death longed io/z a draughty 
and, says tradition, had he received it, he would not have died. 

^ Sorel, a fallow deer three years old^ 
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On Dermont O'Cahan's departure for the court of Caledonia, 
\^^ had ordered the twelve castles above mentioned to be built 
for his twelve spns, and now on his return after receiving 
toe congratulations of a widely extended and loving people, he 
began to inquire concerning these buildings — if the workmen 
had them nearly finished; for in undertakings of the like 
pature, particularly the castles belonging to their chief, the 
clansmeu were obligated in their oath of allegianqe to assist 
t|Q|h in procuring materials and in the w orkmanship, so that 
\n ^ ypry short time they could erect a large edifice, and in- 
deed th^re \yere few princes in Ireland better beloved by their 
Vassals t^iaii the family of which I am speaking : The nunnery 
pf Dooneven was built by the ancestors of O'Cahan, and 
patronized by every succeeding proprietor with the most 
princely liberality. 

• 
For the support of this seminary there was giyen what we 
would call rather a whintis^cal allowance. Two ];nen blindfold- 
^ started at the nunnery, and far as they could travel without 
felUn§ was religiously set ^part for the above purpose ; one of 
the mien taking his course north-westerly, and ^^^ying made 
^e spac^ of nearly two miles and & half, fell, and dislpcated his 
Foot, at a spring since called Tober-na-cpss^ or the foot well. 
The other made nearly five miles, taking rather a westerly 
Ddurse, until he reached a place called Corn- Arg, where he also 
fell, this being the extremity of Donn-even parish, where it 
meets with that of Cumber. 

To the seminary of Doon-even were sent the youth of both 
:es, from the most respectable families in Ireland for educa- 

on; for among the many others with which our nation 
>unded, it had acquired a high character, as well for the 

lurity of its learning as the beneficence of the family that 

latronized it. 

The first abbot that presided here was Paul O'Murray, a 
\m deeply read in the learning of the times, and well ac- 
[uainted with the fathers : under him were educated many of 
ie Scgt^k McDonnells, which was the principal cause of est- 
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ablishing a lasting friendship between them and the O^Cahi 
The students here were daily instructed in the use of 
broad-sword and targe^ besides all other kinds of manual 
ercise which could brace the nerves or render the body robi 
and active. 

On the day preceding that on which O'Cahan designed 
hunt* he caused the great horn to be sounded three times 
Donald's hill, twice on Benbraddagh, and once on Knock-i 
Ginn,* being in the vicinity of the castle, that his tenant 
and kinsmen might be appnzed of the event that was about 
take place on the succeeding day, and also that they might 
have both horses and dogs in full readiness the moment 
stag was roused. 

Of all the favourite haunts for the stag in the country ol 
0*Cahan, he chose the deep thickets overhanging the streams 
of the Roe, in the translucent current of which, after a long 
hunt, he was wont to bathe his dappled sides, and springing 
thence, frequently scaled the rugged height of Benevenny 
wheeling round on the summit, and frowning down upoi 
his hunared foes ^weakly clambering beneath him, but none 
daring to urge the dangerous pass. 



* Knock-na-Ginn siguifies the hill of heads, and is a little mound having on itaj 
summit a stone raised on its one end, a mark which usually denotes that somethingi 
extraordinary is deposited below. This little hill stands scarcely one mile distance' 

J 
were iVllUCUJ AU MAW a,(»uA,a vrx hue Acvkwi. o >Jiuuw«Tgia4OV0, iLrub UCVUlUUSg ^UWC&IUi lU. 

themselves, they withdrew^ and when opportunity served, rather held a kind of op-^ 
position to their henefactors. It so happened that the O'Cahans were from homei 
fighting another entmy, as they were rarely otherwise employed ; and the M'GluskeyaJ 
who, for their services under the Q'GahanS| held much of the lands lying west of thel{ 
Boe^ having disputed with the clan O'Mullan, sent two of their boys to hunt toward 
the Largywood, where O'MuUan meeting them drowned both in the Roe. The news 
oi this fatel event reached both the parents in the evenings who, as (night began to 
spread her sable curtain over the eorUi, raised the mournful caoine^ and being joined 
by their connexions made the hills re-echo to their cries, and in this manner sought 
the dwellings of their chieftains ; but the flower of their forces were drawn a^ay^ as I,, 
have said before, on another warlike expedition. However on the following momicg 
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The universal pastime of our ever restless countrymen in 
those days was pursuing the hare, stag, or fox, and often the 
boar, a more dangerous exercise ; for we have good authority 
that among the many wild inhabitants of the forests of Ireland, 
the boar was one, and one also sought out by the most cele- 
brated warriors. 

^ In following the chase they were often presented with dif- 
ficulties and hazards well calculated to prepare them for the 
field of battle, both in bracing their nerves and practising their 
courage, nor was he who could not shine in the exercise of 
hunting, or who was not foremost in attempting danger where- 
soever it occured, capable of keeping company with men ever 
after ; and if he was despised by his own sex, he had little cause 
to seek shelter among the other ; for they who never thought a 
husband merited their hand unless he had performed some hair- 
breadth escape or neckbreak achievement, eould badly subsist 
with the attention of a poltroon. 



such as remained at home, arming themselves with whatever weapons they could, 
lAarched forth coolly to meet their adversaries which iiappened at a place called 
Ballyclose, (a) in the suburbs of Newtownlimavady. The battle was fierce and bloody 
for some time; but at length the O'Calians were conquered, and all who fell into the 
hands of their enemy had their ears cut off. Their friends returning shortly after, and 
learning the particulars, took an oath that so many of the 0*Mullan's beads should pay 
for the late transaction. These, however, were not easily obtained, but were the cause 
of another desperate engagement, which took place in a town called since Denylane, 
formerly Dairelawn, which signifies the deserted oaks — made desert by the slaughter. 
In cutting off the heads, the person who was appointed to collect them together, (I 
cannot omit meptioning his name, M'Harrold,) having an insatiable enmity to the 
vanquished, cast away the heads privately, alway spreserving a few, and still the num- 
ber required was deficient; but on a certain chieftain's head being given to him, and 
he haying cast it away and not being able to account for it, his own was made answer 
iQ its place. The heads were taken and buried in the hill (b) above mentioned, in sight 
of the castle windows, and a stone being erected on the top, it was ever after called 
Koock-na-Ginn or Knock* na-Chrun — the bill of heads. 



(a) Or the town of ears, where the 0*Mullans cut off their enemies' ears. 

(b) 'Tis shocking to think that the gallows or burial place of a fallen enemy was 
usually kept within sight of the chiefs dwellings 



232 M'DONNELL, AND THE 

In the course of two or three months] after 0*Cdhan re* 
turned from visiting the court of Caledonia, being anxious to 
learn if the horses had lost aught of their mettle, or his dogs 
of their speed, he caused the great ox horn, blowh by seven 
generations of his forefathers, to be sounded fromi the hiUs 
which I have mentioned, and they lying almost in a line with 
the Roe, where were the chief residences of the family, could 
not fail in being heard. 

It was then customary, when the sound of the chieftain's 
horn, whether for the chase or for war,, reached a certain length, 
and still more of the territory over which it was intendl^d to 
extend lay beyond, that a sub-chieftain took up the blast, and 
filling the same notes and the same number of breaths, sent it 
to another and so forward : this when preceding the chase. 
Was called winding the horn, and wbs equal to the quickest 
telegraph. 

'Twas common for the ladies of Ireland to mingle in the 
chase, and they not unfrequently bore away the palm ; for in a 
narrow pass, or where a contention in horsemansnip happened 
between the gentlemen, they had too much gallantry not to 
give precedence to a female, and often assisted her when oc^ 
casion required. 

The horn being sounded from the top of these hills, the high- 
est of which is old Benbraddagh, there was nought to be heard 
in the plans below but the sound of other chieftains' horns thro' 
the widely extended plains of O^Cahan, mingled with the how- 
ling of dogs and neighing of horses, for both the dog and horse 
are well known to anticipate the diversion of their master from 
the signal of the chase. 

In the midst of this general clamour, we are not to suppose 
that the ^tag, although deeply entrenched in the bosom of d^k 
forests, lay unconcerned ; — No ! every gale of wind brought 
sounds no less appalling to his ear then the death knell to a 
mminal ; and the effects of this were, that wheresoever he- 
appeared he was seen streching himself, snuf^ng the breezi^ 
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and bounding on the plain as if preparing himself against the 
approaching danger. 

m 

** TBe bay of Gdna received our ships from Erin's rolling waves ; oar wbite sheets 
huDip loose to the mast ; the boisterous winds roared behind the g^roves of Morven ; 
the horn of the king is sounded ; the deers start from their rocks ; our arrows flew 
in the woods ; the feast of the hill is Spread." — Oss. 

r 

The horsemen had lain off good part of the morning, and 
allowed the dogs to beat through the thickets, betimes sur- 
prising them with a roar, and again falling quiet as if they 
were aware that their game lay hard by. They had proceeded 
much about the space of a mile toward the mountain, up a 
small stream called Owen Reagh, which empties itself into 
the Roe, on the western side, when alt on a sudden the pack 
opened with full mouthy and a kind of retreating batde com- 
menced among the underwood, the dogs at times piping vcny&t 
hideously, as if having received the gripe of some powerful 
enemy, and at intervals a more surly growl was heard, but 
still in a stifled tone and much below the natural pitch of such 
a voice ; however, it might well be compared to the voice of 
some plunderer, who, lest he might draw all his foes on him- 
self at once, was willing to take and give a few hard bites, half 
in silence, emitting no# and then a flash of anger as he receiv- 
ed a snap from his adversaries : but all was to no purpose ; the 
clamorous dinthickeningrotmd his retreat, and an open mouth 
assailing him from every point of the compass, he was obliged 
to fight a side way battle through his enemies, exhibiting to 
them a set of tusks which, if they were even in the head of a 
dead animal, were suffcient to intimidate them. 

iTie dogs separated to right and left, some not without the 
loss of both ears and tail, and with a bound from the wood he 
discovered himself in the midst of his^ pursuers to be a large 
brown wolf, long an inhabitant of these forests. It was to no 
use that a stag appeared to them in another place, both men 
and dogs were resolved to pursue the plunderer with keen 
resentment : and as to the latter, many of them did it in re- 

D 2 
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venge for the scars which they had received hoth from his 
fangs and claws. 

The contest which had been continued in the bosom of the 
wood before that the wolf was driven from his covert, had 
drawn together all the sportsmen at the very place where he 
first made his appearance, and through these, as well as the 
dogs, he was obliged to fight his way. 

Having cleared himself of his many and inveterate foes, by 
dint of good heels, and sometimes a backward snap at the 
most audacious pursuers, he slung himself with the utmost 
ease over all oppositions that presented themselves to him, 
directing his career for the inaccessible cliffs of Bennevenny, 
where he knew he could rest in perfect safety, regardless of his 
enemies. 

It was not imtil late in the evening, however, that he reached 
the place which he sought with all his powers from the morn- 
ing, and this being attained was to him a city of refuge, be- 
neath which his enemy might shew his impotence in whatso- 
ever manna* he pleased ; for when the fugitive had entrenched 
himself in a strong hold that stands at the least twelve 
or thirteen hundred feet above the level of the sea, all danger 
seemed to vanish like darkness before the lamp of Apollo. 

As the huntsmen saw themselves disappointed in their 
game, and night beginning to spread her doak of sombre 
around them, Bennevenny skirted with wood on the one 
hand, and on the other, the booming Atlantic rolling his giant 
waves up the mouth of the Foyle, they conduded that it was 
better for them to take some refreshment before they began 
to retrace the steps which they had passed over with rapicuty 
during the day, thoughtless of the hunger or fatigue that must 
ensue, and on this 0*Cahan ordered the horn of requiem to be 
blown, as well informing them that the chase was over, as to 
collect the scattered horsemen, if there were any who had not 
come forward to the scene of preparation, and many of the 
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most expert hands were employed in cutting down and col- 
lecting that timber which would lyake the best and speediest 
fire. 

Having piled a heap of dry combustibles at the foot of the 
rock, they laid the green timber above, slanting upward, and 
by the assistance of a steel and flint, soon had a fire that sent 
up a voltime of flame and smoke approaching the top^ and 
dying the grey surface of stone as fai; as it went. 

The huntsmen seated themselves at each side and in front 
of the fire, on tempoilary seats formed of the boughs, chatting 
over the transactions of the day and making remarks on the 
agility and hairbreadth escapes of the freebooter that lay se- 
cured above tliem, and perhaps from his retreat eying all that 
had passed bplow, while now and then they were surprised by 
the swoop of one of those birds which harbour in the rock, be- 
in^ disturbed by the flame and smoke, leaving their place of 
retirement and seeking a shelter elsewhere. 

The few herdsmen who resided in the neighbourhood^ being 
either employed by O'Cahan or some of his liegemen, fail^ 
not to bring provisions into the place where they knew their 
chieftain had halted. 

I need say nothing on the hospitality of the Irish; but 
certainly great O'Cahan and his followers could not be at a 
loss ia the country where he ruled as supreme lord, and in 
manv places of which his only annual tribute was a deer, a 
fat sheep, or a creel of salmon, and these at any other time, 
save the present, could be of little use to him, having more 
four-footed animals of every kind than he could use : but still 
such marks of beneficence shewed the zeal and unshaken at- 
tachment of his vassals, and although they came almost 
gratuitously, yet it was satisfactory in the highest degree to a 
chieftain, who so often required a proof of the fidelity of his 
adherents. 

As they sat here bountifully feasting on the provisions which 
they had received, in the manner above described, the horse« 
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were turned at large to feed wherever the impulse of nature 
directed them, and the dog^ in part partook with their mast^s. ' 
The blaze which shot in a pillar of flame up the front of the 
rock cast a reflection over the smooth waters of the Foyle, as 
they silently crept towards the ocean, and the wild heath-clad 
brow of northern Inis Eogain was faintly illumed from the 
same cause. 

Our forefathers, no doubt, said O'Cahan, were well accus- 
tomed living in this manner; and I cannot say when the wea- 
ther is fine but the scenery is grander and the pleasure more 
exquisite ; however, perhaps it appears so to us who have com- 
fortable residences at home ; but were we altogether depen- 
dent on chance for our night's lodging, or even aamitting that 
we could rest every night as well as the present, I am some- 
thing aware that a great part of the happiness might dis- 
appear, but we are only to consider that we are dining to-day 
with our friend Evenney, the guardian spirit of our family and 
of the O'Cahans. in whatsoever country they are ; for I could 
almost assert that there is not an individual dining at the foot 
of the rock to-night, ( I mean an O'Caban, ) who has not ex- 
perienced the protection of our common guardian at one period 
or other in his life ; and can it be wonderful if we, his im- 
mediate descendants, yea, and the very objects of his most 
peculiar protection, should fare well to-day, taking up our 
residence at the base of our great ancestor's palace, and who 
knows, said he, seeing their looks around the fire brightening 
with the blaze, and all marking with strong credulity — 
who knows, said he, but the wolf which we hunted to- 
day from the neighbourhood of Dooneven, has been only 
our great friend in disguise, who, to our shame be it ' 
told, has long been uninvited to the table of an O'Cahan? — and 
possibly my friends wishing to know how we were, he had 
paid us a visit in' disguise ; for you must know that at all our 
public festivals in days of yore Evenney and his train were 
the first invited, and if in place of giving him a hearty welcome 
to-day on his coming to see us, we have pursued him with 
hound and horn even to his castle-gate, how great has been 
our ingratitude, and what ought we to expect in return for 
our conduct ? 
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Each began now in his own mind to look back to the actions 
of the day, and recollect whether in. the pursuit he had by any 
means injured the wolf, and finding himself clear, returned 
thanks with great sincerity. But, said he, as a kind of explana- 
tion on the matter in question, it is more than probable that 
hearing the well known sound of the family horn preceeding 
the chase, for it has a particular echo along this shore, that he 
knew we were prepared for sport, and therefore assumed his late 
form to give us some amusement, and lead us home to his very 
door, and when he has brought us here, you see he has not left 
our green table uncovered. 

They began now to remark, how he overcame the dogs, with 
what ease he sprang the highest fence, and what confirmed all 
in their opinion was, that having Prince O'Cahan twice in his 
power he passed him by harmlessly. 

To Inisfalia's homely towers 

A vessel speeds her way, 
But hopeless love unnerves the arm 

That helms her to the bay : 

To meet the whale he has no dread 

On Greenland's frozen shore, 
Nor fears he Shetland's boist'rous friths 

Nor Corry Vr.ecken's roar. 

« 

In Inisbanua nigh the Roe, * , . 

His thaqghts are long enshrined, 
And there a wild flower lonely grows, 

Fast round his heart entwined. 

For hope or helper has he none, 

Nor any he can command, 
But his well rigg'd vessel is stemming the tide^ 

And heads for O'Cahan's land* 

> 

If fair Finvola has taken the veil, 
And his beating brest foretells, 



I 
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To castle O'Cahan^ a last adieu. 
And tbe Isles a long farewell. 

But has another engaged the maid.. 

Tis worse if worse can be. 
For her eyes of the crime are guilty found» 

Tho, her heart as the wind is free. 

Now Erin's green-capt hiUtf appear, 

WMch cause the stranger to sigh, 
And where dusky clouds their summits shroud, 

A fire has caught his eye. 

A tartan plad aronnd him hangs, 

And a sword as bright as flame ; • 

For castle O'Cahan he bends his way, 
And Angus is his name. 

It was then proposed by O'Cahan, and unanimously agreed] 
to by the company, that a toast should be drunk to Evenne; 
and nis train, who had treated them so hospitably, and whos' 
favourable interposition they gratefully acknowledged. Th< 
chieftain having filled his cup and rising to his feet, called U 
his men were they ready ? who all answering him in the affir J 
mative, the bowls were drained to the bottom, toasting green- 
coated Evenney of the rock and his light-heeled followers, the 
firm and ever watchful guardians of O'Cahan and the country 
of O'Cahan extending from the Bann to the Foyle and from 
Tyrone to the sea : this was followed by a blast from the great 
ox horn and three whoops of the war-cry, which rung among 
the caverns and filled the air with birds frightend from their 
place of retreat by the unusual noise, and which hovered long 
about the light, wheeling and flapping their wings as they 
passed. 

Just as the clamour began to cease, and every man about to 
take his seat, fully satisfied with himself in the honour paid to 
Evenney their common friend, in a dark crevice of the rock 
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ifthaded from the light of the fire by a kind of interposing shelf, 
the pipes played by no common hand and accompanied by a 
coarse sonorous drone, struck up 0*Cahan's march and what 
was more singular performed all the variations with due exact- 
ness. Theconfusion that prevailed through the company on 
hearing the music may be better conceived than described, for 
notwitlistanding the implicit confidence which they seemed to 
place in their aerial friend, yet it was evident from the counte- 
nance of all except a few that they were under a slavish dread 
lest Evenney should make his appearance. 

Dermot 0*Cahan addressed them in a kind of exhortative 
speech, asking them were they not ashamed to express so much 
terror at the appearance of what they supposed to be their guar- 
dian spirit, for whom a few minutes back they had testified so 
muchze^f. 

If our friend said he pleases to entertain us with a few airs, 
and indeed he has shown himself to be our Cleavin* by begin- 
with the family march : I say if he is so condescending as to 
entertain us with good music, I should think we have more 
right to thank him than to appear under any dread ; but all he 
could say was not sufficient to strengthen them, and many 
scarcely darp look above their brows lest some dreadful appear- 
ance should burst upon their sight. The pipes after having 
gone over some Irish airs, changed to the Scottish, and singular 
to remark, played none but what were well konwn to the 
company. 

. Afler the music ceased, and the foresters having resumed 
their former freedom of speech, casting aside much of the re- 
serve which they^ so lately used, a kind of scrambling was heard 
above them, and a stone of some pounds weight came tumbling 
down, accompanied with a tinkling noise like a small bit of iron 
faUing, and passing right through tlie fire, disappeared in dark- 
ness behind them, a voice was heard saying in a low tone, I fear 
it is lost. . O'Cahan, although not credulous in matters of a like 



* Cieavin a friend or amsin. 
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nature, could not know what to think on this occasion^ but 
ordering a search to be made where the stone fell^ he found a 
small key, the property of his daughter Finvola, -which bad 
been lost on their late excursion to the court of Scotland, and* 
which added to his looks a kind of seriousness unknown to 
himself. 

As they had refreshed themselves noW in regard of victuals, 
and there being no necessity for delaying here longelf, orders 
were given to saddle the horses-*-mount — and turn their fsiees 
toward the grey abb^ of Dooneven, wondering much at the 
scenes of the day. 

Having taken the direction above mentioned they could per- 
ceive the shadowy form of two human beings keeping a small 
distance behind them, but so wrapped up, that no appgaranee of 
face could be discovered on any side of them, and as to their 
motion, though it was scarcely visible, yet they preserved an 
equal distance with the horsemen to that in which they began. 

The march continued in a kind of suspicious silence along 
the many windings of the Roe. until the broad glaring windovrs 
of castle O'Cahan, lit up for the coming of their lord, extin- 
guished all other lights. When with his attendance he canie to 
the abbey, all was silence and darkness, save two apartments 
dimly illumed by a single taper in each^ and through the lattice 
it was easy to discover the reverent professors after they had 
finished the noisy labour of the day, enjoying that sweet hour 
of heavenly meditation of which none but the sincerely studious 
ever can pretend to participate. Let us not disturb these good 
men,, said he, they appear solely wrapt in meditation, and you 
will all confess have been spending their time to better par- 
pose than we. 

When for want of exercise for the mind or body, man is 
necessitated to invent, and enter into schemes of his own plan- 
ning, I often find him at the conclusion unhappy and dis- 
content, and seldom or ever have I found that pleasures of his 
own fabrication leave a true relish behind them. Why, said one 
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of Ms friends, you eertainly caonojt accuse yourself with any 
thing criminal in our pastimes today, not vvith the death ik 
a dn^e animal. 

I am not altogether, said he, condemning myself for what 
I have done to-day, our amusement I may say has been harm- 
less, but I am comparing with myself the life that these good 
m&Ek lead, and thinking to what a different purpose they set 
apart their time. I find them alwajrs engaged, and at the end 
always ha^)y. . The only ordinance of human life that I hear 
them regret is its shortness, and that we should apply it to 
better use than what we usually do. 

They had now given their horses to the servimts,and.O'Ca- 
han bidding the company good night, walked into a small 
apartment of the castle, ♦ west of the abbey, which was built 
iXk a projecting buttment of rock much after the manner of a 
swallow's nest, and overhanging a ravine of some hundred feet 
in depth. In this apartment stood a large oaken chair which 
had accommodated his father and grandfather in hours of 
leisure, and suitably antique was all the furniture of the place ; 
casting himself into this chair, he pulled out the key which he 
had found in such a wonderful manner, and whilst he was busy 
examinmg it, Finvola.his daughter, the constant attendant on 
her father when conveniency served, came to welcome him from 
the chase. 

Aft^ asking her whether ^he had attended to the instruc- 

. tions of the abbess since he left h^ in the morning, and also 

£yine worship which was kept regularly tuvice a day by the 

fathers, he presented to her the key with a sigh, saying how 

4o you suppose, my daughter, I have come by this ? 

Both were lost in a deep reverie, Finyola meditating as well 



* This castle, as well as that of Cooey na Gall, built by O'Cahan, stood on the 
banks of the river Boe, and was tbe cbief residence, and most ancient, standing near, 
the foot of the mountains. 

E 2. 



242 MCDONNELL, AND THE 

how her father had eonfe by it^ as aUo the cause of the ^h 
which he heaved on presenting it to Ber. As they were thus 
engaged in a matter which seemed so inexplicable to both, a 
light foot passed hastily across the floor ; O'Caban raised his 
head-^'twas Angus M'Donnell, 

No further elucidation was required on any piurt of the 
matter : he had came attended only by one servant, and had an 
intention of sailing at that time by the island ot Rathlin ; but 
some how or other he thought an invisible power directed the 
helm for the shores of O'Cahan and the streams of the Roe, 
where he had been forstered. Twas only in a distant branch 
of this family that he had past his childhood, and it is rea- 
sonable to believe, that when his friend was wrecked among 
the western isles, young M'Ddnnell only guessed at his name. 

• 

V 

In the times in which I am speaking, the custom of foster- 
ing was prevalent among the Insh, and so strong were the ties 
formed between the parties, that they not unfrequently out- 
lasted those of blood. 

The servant was equipped with a pair of bagpipes, and being 
led from the shore by the light at the foot of Bennevenny , they 
had reached the summit just as the toast was about to ha 
drunk to the immortal guardian of the rock. 

The joy of the noble Hibernian on seeing at his right 
hand the son of his. friend from a neighbouring nation, and 
also his own and his children's deliverer, although grea^ was 
no way extraordinary from any individual of the same family. 

Taking him by both the hands, with as firm a hold as an 
old sailor, and at the same time looking him full in the face, 
you are, said he, my brave fellow, a thousand times welcome, or 
perhaps it would look better in my vernacular tongue, that is, 
a Kead miel a faultie my bochiel more, to the land, 1 may al« 
most say, of your nativity. How are all our friends on the 
other side of the water ? Your arrival has been late ! Fl<^a^ 
why do you not salute our common friend ? 
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All these unfinished sentences were delirered in quick suc- 
[^ession, the interrogator not waiting for an answer to either. 

Finvola scarcely recognised the stranger at first, but hearing 
her father speak of their deliverer, it immediately brought to 
her mind Angus M^Donnell^ son to the Lord of the Isles. 

Half from her father's injunctions, and half from her own 
good will, she turned to young McDonnell and performed the 
ceremoney of friendship. 

We, said Dermot O'Cahan, have been on a party of hunting 
to-day, the first time I have engaged in that amusement since 
our excursion to the land of Caledonia ; and continued he, our 
day's sport has been rarely good, what one thing, what another ; 
but why need I tell you further : many of our company de- 
parted, iiappy in the condescension of our immortal relative 
favouring us with a spring or two on the bagpipes, as you 
would term it : but now you have spoiled the matter altoge- 
ther : however, we must not undeceive them in their favour- 
able opinion of Evenney's obliging attention. 

The errand of youn^ M'Donnell to Castle O'Cahan was very 
soon understood by au the family, save one, and that was she 
on account of whom it was undertaken. Ever ^employed in 
receiving instructions from those holy people who nad with- 
drawn themselves from the world and aXL its allurements, and 
who alone were supported by the beneficence of her father, she 
was become religiously serious, and wholly bent upon execut- 
ing whatever either of her parents pointed out to her, as 
knowing no law but their orders, nor retaining a wish in her 
breast unrevealed to them ; it was evident that her unbounded 
affection was well returned on their part. 

Her mother was only daughter to O'Connor of Ballanagar, 
descended in a direct line from Milesius, and concerning whom 
might be said, even down to this time, as was said of the great 
Israelite, that the sceptre had not departed from him, nor a 
'lawgiver from the family, &c. 
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If the p^son earning to pay his addresses to^ the daughter 
of such a fiobleman as either of the two I have tfientioned coqM 
count a long enough pedigree of Avuses, pro-Avuses and 
Atavuses, it was considered in Ireland every thing : that is, 
wealthy nobility and dominion. 

And so said Cairbre— « conversation to which I was listen- 
ing the other day, still verifies this opinion— two of our 
countrymen seeming to dispute, I asked one of them the cause, 
who answered me, by saying, **the upstart, he can only count 
his ancestors four hundred years back !" 

But to return to Angus M'Donnell, prince of the Isles, and 

also the subject of our present narration. 

•» 

His father having only him, and intending, as mother Nej^ 
tune, thfit he should succeed him in the government of this 
watery region, had sent him to the family of 0*Cahan, in Ire- 
1ai|d, to be fostered ; and perceiving, since the departure of his 
Irish guests, the vigorous cmistitution, and flashing spirits of 
his son begin to sink, was at no loss to divine the cause. 

My bay, said he to him one day as they sat alone, I fear the 
draughts which you have sucked in the green island, have not 
been draughts of oblivion j may I not attribute the cause of 
your disease to the departure of Flora (yCaban frMa our 
shores ? Igi she npt the root of your malady, and if so, my son, 
be not ashamed to inform your father regarding the matter^ so 
that we naay apply for a remedy at least, whether we be suc-^ 
cessful in procuring it or not. The reply of young McDonnell 
was bold and affirmative of his father^s conjectures. 

I own said he, that prince O'Cahdn's daughter is the causes 
of much uneasiness in my mind since the first moment I saw 
her, which w«s no earlier than the morning of thdr disastrous 
shipwreck on our island, or if befcwre this time I have se&% her, 
she did not create so much interest in my breast, and would it 
had always been so. You must not despair, said his father; 
prince O'Cahan will rejoice in an alliance with our family I am 



• J 
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iscmvinGed, smd if you cannot obtain the young lady's good 
mshes, my son, as the old adage is, ** Scotland is broad and 
wide, and full of bonny lasses." 

Twas on this embassy that Angus M'Donnell came, when 
he met Dermott O'Cahan and his men feasting at the foot of 
Bennevenny. 

« 

Inafevir days, the noble islander, being a little unhappy 
regarding his errand, delivered to her father a letter from tne 
lord of the isles, in which a proposal for his daughter was made, 
and asking for dowry twenty-four chieftains' sons of the 
O'Cahans, married to the daughters of as many chieftains and 
sons of the McDonnells. 

The contents of the letter were the subject of some days' 
meditation in the family ; and from the time it was proposed 
to fair Finvola, all the change that was observiable in her coun- 
tenance was, a silent yielding langour, intimating, as we might 
suppose, that she was ready at all times to obey the will of 
her parents. 

The connexion was desirable in every way that the parents 
could view it — the young islander being well beloved by his 
father's subjects, and also possessed of high acquirements, was 
well calculated to fill the seat of his ancestors, whether in peace 
or war; but something lay at the bottom of Pinvola's heart, 
which she never had revealed to any. There was at the mo-^ 
nastery of Dooneven, attending the Fathers, a youth decended 
of another branch of Irish nobility ;-^tbis young man's name 
was O'Hara, between whose family and the O'Gahans there 
was also a strict friendship ; but none could tell whether he, 
whether her country, leaving her parents, or the pleasant banks 
of the Roe, was the cause of melancholy to this sweet Irish 
girl However, the person to whom she was about to be 
joined, being such as we might suppose well calculated to efface 
such melancholy impressions, there was not the slightest doubt 
of him acquiring her sincerest ajSections. 
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The marriage was sdemnized in the abbey, in presence of 
their friends and allies, who all came forward, both to greet 
the happy pair and bid a final farewell to Finvola, the gem of 
the Roe. 

The conditions on which O'Cahan parted with his daughter 
were, that her remains should be brought back and deposited 
in the old abbey of Dooneven^ the family burying ground, and 
these premises being agreed upon, she, with her twelve maids 
and twenty-four gallant chevaliers, set out for the Isles, leav- 
ing many a sorrowful heart behind them. 

From Banad's glycn at eve was heard 

The doleful Irish cry, 
Saying, hannagh leat my bochiel bawn, 

Your Callien dhass will die. 

For the glynn was long, and the voice was strong, 

And dark roll'd the streams of the Roe, 
And every breeze came wing'd with a tale — 

A tale of sorrow and woe. 

There are twelve fair maids gone to Mary's-Birn,* 

And they've climb'd to the highest stone ; 
The Eaivin is lost and the Fillag torn, 

And they're wailing with bitter moan. 

ii\rith their eyes turn'd true to the mountains blue, 
On Morven's rugged shore, 

, ^ _ Ah, my chuddien htiel I shall sigh for your weal. 

Though my hushla Til see you no more. 

The maid of the Isles with well dress'd smiles 

Is preparing my Cormadc's bed. 
While far fom her own his Bosha alone 

Has sworn she never will wed. 



A lofty craig overlooking the glynn of Banady, and vale of the Roe. 
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Can I ever forget the sweet days that are gone> 

When he braided taj Kaivin with green, 
When he bound round my Fillag with fresh heather bells» 
And caU'd me his Irish queen. 

The wolf in. the fold, like a ravager bold. 

Might plunder from evening till day ; 
But why from my arms and his Callien's charms 

Did they drag my dear Cormack away ? 

When thick pours the haiU and the night-bird dues wail» 

And shadows envelope the moon, 
The Caoine we'll raise where the wild fires blaze» 

And we'll mourn thepi as cold in the tomb. 

Now loud roars the blast over Carn*s black Waste,. 

And the plover pipes lone on the hill ; 
The winds as they blow roll tidings of woe» 

In the plaint of the mountain rill. 

Young Finvola is gone, and we're left alone. 

For your bochiels shall never return : 
Then slan leat go bragh, my vourneen agragh, 

Since we're fated in silence to mourn. 

Where the wild flowers creep on the white mountain steep; 

That in winter is fringed with snow, > 

With the heath for their bed, and with fern overspread 

These maidens ajre laid in a row. 

Aiiimis M'Donnell with his youiig and beautiful bride em- 
rked for the Isles,* undoubtedly happier in the treasure 



/ 



Says the 'genealogical account of the M'Donuells, chiefly the Clanronald branch 
jigus married Finvola (Fl6ra,) daughter of O'Cahan, an Irish prince. He would 
accept of an ordinary dowry with her, but insisted on having die sons of twenty- 

of O'Cahan's chieftainsto be settled within his territory, and married to twenty- 
of his chieftains' daughters — this was agreed to ; and from these men descended 
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vrhich he bore than Paris with the Grecian queen, or the Ar- 
gonouts when returning with the golden fleece. They were 
welcomed home with many a health drunk in strong aqua 
vitae, and as many sets of well blown bagpipes. The brides 
were chozen for the young Irish chief tains, and happy were the 
days that Finvola spent with her loving, husband. 



many tribes, all of wbom originally took the name of M'Donnell, and etill conceived 
themselves to be of that clan. The M'Lellans, M'Eeys, M'Eacherns, M'Gilliesses, 
McMillans or M'Gilleyoils, M'Cormacka, M'Gilliemories or Morrisous, M'Duffas, 
M'Phees, or MTees, M'CuinDs or M'Queens. By this marriage, Angus had — first, 
John, who succeeded him— ^second, Finvola, married to, John Senescalla. This John 
was the son of Walter, highsteward of Scotland, by his marriage with Isabel, sister 
to the gallant Sir John the Graham, of Abercorn, and of course brother of Bobert» 
Second, king of Scotland, Edward Second, as I have said in another place, sum- 
moned many of the Irish dani^ to attend him at the battle of Bannocl^bam ; but 
Angns M'Donnell, on accouiil of his connexion with the family of Bruce, marched 
to the assistance of Robert Bruce^ with seven thousand of his own men from the 
Isles, and one thousand chosen from the battallion of the Roe, a body oi men as high 
in renown as the ancient, Finii. Angus having to collect his men from different 
parts was long in coming, but when he did arrive he shewed an army of veterans 
to the king that were equal to undertake any thing, and many of them were person- 
ally known to him. The words of his majesty to Angus, when he came up were, 
my hope is constant in thee. It is a well known fact that victory seemed to incline 
to the English side, until Bruce brought up his reserve, which consisted of his own 
men of Carrick, Angus ^ith his legions from the Isles, some few Highlanders from 
Argyle with the battallion of the Roe ; and with these he turned the fortune of the 
day, and pursued the Royal Fugitive to the gates of Berwick. The ancient poet Bar^ 
bour describes the forces of Angus McDonnell after this manner : — 

'< Sir Angus of the Isles and Bute elsewae, 
And of the plain lands he bad mae 
Of armed men, a noble rout, 
In battle stalwart ^as and stout. 

He said the rere-guard he would maw 
And even before him should gae 
The vanguard, and on either hand 
The other battle should be gangand : 

Behind ane side a little space, 
And the king that behind them was, 



KORMAN DE BORGOS. 249 

Revolvjlng time, (said the bard,) which is still in motion 
brought the period when she must be gathered to her father's ; 
and so dear was she to her partner, that he was even willing to 
violate the treaty which he had made, and retain the ashes of 
his best beloved in the land of Caledonia t and indeed, if a 
breach of any sort was justifiable, we should extend an in- 
dulgence to one of this kind sooner than any other. She was 
worthy of admiration^ and if she was, Angus McDonnell 
shewed that he held her so, never being able to place another 
in' her room — ^No, not from the nobility of Scotland. 

At her decease, the Isles put on mourning, and though he 
was sunk in deep afBiction, yet the strictest charge was given, 
lest news of his Flora'is death should reach the shores of Inis- 
falia, and bring over her relatives, who must severely hurt 
him in whatever way they acted : for should they only reproach 
him with want of faith in fulfilling the sacred engagement by 
which he obtained Finvola, the trial he dreaded much, but 
should they carry off her remains to her native land» he feared 
it was more than he and his children could bear. 



-^^ 



Should see where there was maist mister. 
And then relieve them with his hanner.'* 

The fierce and warlike spirit of the McDonnells has heen well attested on many an 
occasion, otie instance of which is recorded in the same author : "The clans 
McDonnell and Frazer were on the worst terms, in consequenee of the latter joining 
the Earl of Huntley, lieutenant of the North, against them, resolving to defeat Banold's 
right to succeed, and to choose the next heir to the estate. Huntley summoned 
the Frasers, Grants, and M'ln toshes, to attend him, and marched into Loughaber to 
to meet them. The battle commenced at the north end of Lochlochy, the number of 
each clan being pretty equal. The Frasers stripped to their shirts; the M'Donnelis 
followed their example. Both sides fonght with equal desperation, until victory at 
length declared for the McDonnells. The place ev^r after got the name of Blairleine, 
from the combatants being stripped to their shirts ; and was fought in July, 1544^ 
Many were found next day in Lochlochy, pierced to the heart, and locked in each 
others arms with deadly grasp." Tradition says, that only four of the Frasers went 
home alive, but eighty of their wives being pregnant, the family by this means was 
restored. 

E t 
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The ties that are cemented in youth between the sexes are 
usually of long duration, and frequently only dissolved by 
death. 

In few countries have we found attachments so strong and 
deeply rooted as the two of which I am speaking ; but in regard 
of ray own people, said Cairbre, they never wish to lie in a 
foreign land, and 111 raake the reason plain to you all. Saint 
Patrick, on his coming over amongst us, blessed and con- 
secrated every inch of our island, and so you see it is no wonder 
if it is called the Holy Island, nor is it either to be wondered 
at, if one pf ourselves would rather sleep in it than in a land 
which never received the blessing of our saint. 

But although strenuous exertions were used to keep secret 
from her family the death of Finvola, yet Granie Roe 
O'Cahan,* the banshee and guardian spirit of that family, 
ever watchful over her children, soon wafted the mournful 
tidings over the coerulean deep, and howled them through the 
rugged caverns of Benbraddagh,f beginning at twilight and 
plying the doleful lamentation through the night, until chased 
away by the voice of the morning cock. 

From the seat of Sir Angus McDonnell's castle, he could 
easily perceive the splendor of the torches which illumined the 



^ * So familiar were llie old women with tliis spirit, and so certain weie they of 
her cries being a presage cf death, as they say that hi my own day, a certain female 
having a relation aihng ct seme miles distance of one of these glynns, as she said, 
and going out in the twilight, heard the banshee, and called aloud, O'Granie achrec 
won't you "wait to I tie on my apron, jmd I'll be up the glynn with you ? Granie 
however continued the cry, and on coming to the house the relation was found to be 
dead. 

•f In the front of this mountain nre laid two horizontal stones, witK a broad £a(T 
over them, and here, say the inhabitants, is Granie Boe's bed. It is said, she al- 
ways keeps it clean swept, and requires a small tribute to be paid by each visitant. 
I myself v/hen a boy, and venturing to visit the cell of this guardian spirit of the 
mountain, have been affected with no little dread, nor dared to leave the place before 
1 offered my mite at Granie's shrine. 
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friths as the vessels approached the shore, and the* first sight of 
land that they siaw, a choir of females that they had prepared 
for the purpose, joined with Granie Hoe, singing • the death 
soqg of Finvola, the gem of the Roe, in the most afflictive 



On tbe western tide of tb« mountain which I have been speaking of, nearly halfway 
up the ascent, but where in place of ascending it changes into a kind of plain, green, 
smooth 6nd enamelled with daisies, issues a fountain of pure water, and rolls an 
iabundant ciirrent down the steep. This spring is called Stroangall, the fountain of 
the stranger, from some dause unknown in the present day, but always held sacred by 
the neighbouring peasantry : its waters continue their course through many wind- 
ings, until they unite themselves with the Roe, From the above fountaiu, Finvola's 
maids were every morning accustomed to bring two pitchers for the purpose of ablu- 
tion, as well on account of its purity as sanctity; and on the borders of this stream 
was the doleful lamentation of the banshee first heard. Every evening, after dusk, 
the cry began, and was howled along the banks, until chased by the village cock, at 
which sound she winged her flight back to the isles of JEbudae. The place where 
Granie's lamentation ended every night was afterward called Ballanaturse,^ or the 
mouth of the mournful ford, and is known by that name to the present day. On 
hearing the nightly wailings of Granie, said Shane OTahan, I fear that all is not well 
with my sister Finvola, fbr as often as thehighf approaches, I can distinctly hear the 
family banshee, and undoubtedly her Wild cry speaks to my ear some deeply inter- 
esting death : go, said he to his attendants, rouse the O'Cahans from the Bann to the 
Foylie, and let each, armed with a broadsword in the one hand and a torch in the other 
set out for the Isles — I know Finvola is dead, — go, said he, and Granie Roe will 
lead you to the spot. 

On the evening of a winter day, the clans of O'Cahan assembled at the mouth of the 
mournful iord, and every tenth man having lighted his torch, marched forward, the 
flame being reflected from the haggard grey front of Benbraddagh, and the moment 
they commenced their journey, that same moment the caoine was raised before them, 
and continued to point out the way until they arrived at the sea, where they found two 
vessels ready moored for their service. 

* I have given a small note already regarding the caoine at Irish funerals, but as 
it is scarcely full enough, I shall now say something under the same head". — When a 
person of any consequence or antiquity of family died in Ireland, the minstrels were 
arranged, holding their harps in their hands on one side af the corpse, and the keen- 
iers, which was a lint of female vocalists, on the other ; they began singing a kind of 
rhyme, extempore, and also of a short measure, repeating, as I said, the good qua- 
lities of the deceased, often some of his failings, and frequently some things foolish — 
this was the first part, and was called the cronnan, being sung rather in an under 
voice. After this repetition, the minstrels performed the same part, accompanying 
their harps with their voices. The second part was called the caoine, and was raised 
a degree higher, being softer and sweeter in the cadence. The third and last part 
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strains, and when they came to the grave, there they repeated 
over her all her good parts, her beautv, her virtue, her high 
descent, frequently asking her, why they did net bring her 
home to the land of O'Cahan, and not leave her among 
strangers. 

The Islanders being alarmed by the unusual splendour of 
the torches nearing the shore, and then seeing the whole band 
surround the family burying ground of McDonnell, came 
swarming toward the mourners, and called aloud to prevent 
them from raising the body; stand off, said Turloughmore 
O'Cahan, who st(x>d iii the door of the cemetery with a pon- 
derous sword in his hand, stand off you faithless Islanders, 
who can pledge your vows to-day and break them to-morrow ; 
the man wears not tartan either in Mhndsd or Morven dare 
force this pass, otherwise should he attempt, he shall bite 
the ground under my sword. 

What proud Hibernian art thou, roared a tall Highlander 
from Glengarry, who wore a broad sword and targe ; what art 
thou, I say, more known by words than deeds ? and rushing 
forward, threw up the targe, and cut deeply at him with a lusty 
arm. 

No strife, my frends, said Sir Angus ; Finvola was honour- 
ably given to me : she came in love with me, and shall depart 



was called the Tasg, which was raised higher than any of the two foregoing, the use 
of the Tasg was when the procession moTed through the woods to apprise the neigh- 
houring inhabitants that a funeral was approaching, When a former friend or ac- 
quaintance came to the wake-house, a name given to the house in which the corpse 
was laid out, the most sudden and heart-rending shriek imaginabl* was uttered by 
the friends over the defunct, when all rising to their feet and clapping their hands, 
howled in the most affecting manner, till they sunk down nearly exhausted^ and when 
they were siting down, I have often observed them with their hands clasped together, 
muttering to themselves and addressing the dead in the second person with the 
sweetest epithets, * talk to them as when living. The body of the dead when laid 
out was usually strewed ov«r with flowers. 

* The Gaslick language is well known to excel all others in expr^sion, whether 
used in opprobrium or eulogium. 
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the same ; the fault was altogethe mine, and if I have erred, 
was only too much love : do not dare to molest my Irish 
ends ; their cx)untrymen are with me and my affections are 
ith them« 

• 
The dan O'Cahan halted with Sir Angus during the follow- 
y day, and at eve having embarked with the remains of their 
ULch beloved Finvola, bearing aloft their flaming torches, 
ey howled aloud the Irish war-cry, and turned the helm for 
e sacred land of Iniseagla. 

When the body was laid down in the o]^ abbey of Doeneven^ 
e relations and followers standing each according to his rank, 
it aU with drooping heads, the family bard to his harp sung 
ese lines over the bier : 

la the lands of 0*Cahaii^ where bleak mountaios rise, 
O'er whose brown ridgy tops now the dusky cloud flies. 
Deep sunk in a valley a wild flower did grow. 
And her name was Finvola, the gem of the Roe, 
And her name was Finvola, the gem of tne Roe. 

From the Isles of iSbudse, appeared to our view, 
A youth clad in tartan, 'tis strange as 'tis true, 
With a star on his breast and unstrung was his bow. 
And he sigh'd for Finvola, the gem of the Roe, 
And he sigh'd for Finvola, the gem of the Roe. 

No more up the streamlet her maidens shall hie. 

For wan the cold cheek, and bedim'd the blue eye. 

In silent afOiiction our sorrows shall flow, '] 

Since gone is Finvola, the gem of the Roe, 

Since gone is Finvola, the gem of the Boe. 

She was now committed to her kindred dust^ and each de-* 
irted to his respective habitation. 

Dermott O'Cahan the father was then a considerable time 
3ad, and Shane the son being appointed to succeed him in 
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the castle and estates of Dooneven, was applied to by some of 
the nothern Irish barons, to assist them in driving his majesty's 
forces out of Ulster. 

O'Cahan replied, that for himself he had always lived on 
friendly terms with the king of England, and it would be an 
unprincipled act of him now to rise in hostility against that 
monarch, nor until he should receive an injury from him, could 
he ever unsheath his sword in such a cause. 

These Irish chieftains who wished to stimulate him in sup- 
porting their plot, wr^te letters to the monarch of England, 
broadly accusing him as a traitor, and they had it the more in 
their power, as shortly before this time he had been auth'orised 
by the king to embody fifteen hundred men for the British 
service, and so great was the esteem which his majesty had for 
Prince O'Cahan, or rather such weight did he hold him in, 
that he valued his compliance rather as a gratuity than an 
obedience. 

But what was his surprise when he found his castle one 
morning surrounded by armed men, and the king's broad war- 
rant produced for his apprehension! In vain did the bat- 
tallion of the Roe draw their shining blades ; in vain did they 
surround the guards, and order them to deliver up the Prince 
and also their arms. 

What are you about to do, my friends ? said O'Cahan, are 
you come to make me appear as guilty as' my enemies have 
represented me ? I am this day conscious of an upright heart, • 
— you all are witnesses of it ; and why should we use op- 
position when we know that the justice of our cause will de- 
feat the base intention of our weaK-hearted enemies ? 

I'll die sooner, said Turloughmore O'Cahan his relation, than 
allow yau to be dragged from amongst us like a malefactor, 
while I stand coolly by, bearing this useless sword in my hand, 
and knitting his dark brows together, he strode across the 
pathway and unsheathed the weapon, which he had Ettle 
thought should be useless. 
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Strike me, said O'Cahan, but injure not these innocent men, 
who only obey a rigid mandate, which had they refused their 
lives must pay the forfeit. 

With strong reasoning and exhortation he at length dissuaded 
them from using violence — told them when his majesty re- 
ceived the matter in its true colours, he would escort him 
home with additional honours to Castle O'Cahan, but should 
an insurrection be raised now, it would only confirm what 
had been falsely reported of him. 

He and his lady were then taken ta England, and kept 
prisoners at large until the matter would be fully investigated. 
He alsQ brought with him some of his attendance and four of 
his best horses, for in these was his great delight, and the breed 
from O'Cahan's stud were known throughout the kingdom. 

Matters for some time went on well in favour of the 
prisoner, until witnesses were summoned over to substantiate 
the accusation, and they knowing that their own safety rested 
chiefly in his condemnation, confirmed the deed, and now no- 
thing remained wanting but the royal assent that noble O'Cahan 
should lose his head, 

'Twas one morning, as he and his lady had finished breakfast, 
and as it is natural for the mind to wander back to scenes where- 
in it has enjoyed the purest happiness, they were entertaining 
each other with the affairs of their own country, and chatting 
over every little incident that could recall former days to their 
minds ; when they were interrupted by the clanking of chains 
and sound of voices approaching the door of their apartment. 
We have orders from his majesty Prince O'Gahan, said the 
chief of the guard, for reasons unknown to us, to invest you 
with these shackles, until his further pleasure is known. Is it 
said I have committed a new crime? or what is the cause of 
this undeserved punishitient ? said O'Cahan. 

The most I can inform you, said the officer, is, that two 
strangers arrived yesterday from Ireland, and had a private 
conference with the king. 
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As he finished this sentence, uncovered as he was, and kneeU 
ing on one knee, he applied the manacles to his hands and bolts 
to his feet, to which the prisoner submitted with a sigh, say- 
ing,, when my enemies have done their utmost, matters will 
straight be well again, but had I permitted the battallion of 
the Uoe, these bands never should have bound my hands, nor 
a guardsman ever visited the shores of Britain. 

During this scene Lady O'Cahan, who was young, beautiful 
and only a short time wedded to her lord, sat as if bound to 
the earth, looking alternately at the prince and the guards ; 
then dissolving into tears, she sunk down on her husband's 
bosom, who, as well as his pinioned arms could, supported her 
until she recovered. 

The officer informed her ladyship that she was at liberty to 
walk where she pleased at all times, for the penalty of the law 
rested only against her lord. 

Seeing that grief would do no good to his cause, 0*Cahan 
consoled his lady as well as his situation would allow, and with 
breasts prepared for the worst, they awaited the final event. 

It happened exacty at this period that there was to be a 
stag hunt in Windsor forest, at which all the nobility of 
England were to be present, besides many from Normandy 
and others parts of the continent, attended by the best dogs 
and horses. 

There was then a custom practised, T believe, at the British 
court alone, that the person who after the stag was run down 
could first dip his hands in the blood, was honoured with the 
royal pardon for whatever crimes he or the person for whom 
he or she supplicated was guilty ; but as this attainment de- 
pended on tne most superior performance both of man and 
horse, few could hope for it. 

O'Cahan had an old blood, named Benroe, once fanious on 
the turf, and which, when taking the country over brakes and 
precipices, few could equal. 
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Allowing even that Benroe had a chance for this privilege, 
of which there were many doubts, his master had no person 
in Et^land capable of riding him, and therefore any .little 
spark of hope which the excellence of this apimal had kindled 
^JiiisH breast was altogether extinguished. Like an electric 
sl^oclir^as his mind afiected when, a few days preceding the 
BgStt)btilted day, his lady proposed herself to mount old Benroe, 
^d: l^tit in for the life of her beloved lord. The undertaking, 
mj^'il^ve, said he, is much too arduous for any female, and you 
&fttis;g;know it is not on the plains on which you have been 
a^o.Ustomed to ride, nor are you to contend with those whose 

Qnlyf;Care was to protect you. 

« "• * 
••^. .*•■.. 

••• C^ifjk us talk no more, said his lady, Benroe and I are well 
Ib^b^ii to each other, 'tis not the first time we have been crow- 
tira.with laurels among those who pretended to be victorious 
6nt^0 sod, and I shall hazard the attempt, terminate as it will. 

* ■ . ■ • 

.,;? ."jjie matter being settled, a petition was sent forward to the 
V^rf^ requesting that he I would allow Prince O'Cahan's horn 
i'JjD*m sounded previous to the chase. To this his majesty could 
it fully assent ; as in the conditions published, it had been said, 
. - j^t;Tvhen the royal trumpeter should sound three times, the 
^j[mnismen would mount; but he graciously ordered that as 
t-^^^ib as the trumpeter should sound. Prince O'Cahan's hunts- 
'^^;II^Siii would repeat the blast. 

^.i .^d Benroe being now by the groom led to the window of 
^Ipi^jBiaster's prison, and hearing his well known voice, neighed 
•^aftqu^, and stretching forward his lofty neck, rolled around a 
« '^pjf eye, .sepmingly in great anxiety to know the place whence 
t. the ' Voice X5ame:^ 



.•.^»'*' 



:; .1 (vTpci royal trutnpet being sounded and the gentlemen mount- 
jSkfM^y Q'Cahan appeared, arrayed in a robe white as snow, 

■:^p3SaBi green Fillag studded with diamonds, and running in 
r^p^e' order .around her head in form of a shamrock. 



•• •• 
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On the first blast of the Irish cornu, her courser made a 
rush forward, and all thought she would have been pitchfed 
from the saddle. Twas at this moment that a gentleman 
clothed in green, and mounted on a tall grey, alit, and pro- 
posed to exchange horses with her, for your's, my lady, said he^ 
becomes ungovernable, and mine, I can assure you, will b^ 
more easily managed. She politely thanked him for his cour-* 
lesy, but told him there was not the slightest danger, for she 
was well acquainted with her courser*s gaits. 

• 

As every new opponent entered the arena, Benroe consider- 
ing himself as necessitated to contend against all, still became' 
more furious, the same gentleman who made the proposal of 
his steed to her, observing tears trickle plentifully from under 
her veil, rode forward to her a second time, and entreated that 
she would desist from the chase, as he saw she became afraid ; 
and moreover, said he, I fear the contest will be severe to-day 
between some knights from the continent and us, who I ani 
informed are come over to try the mettle of the British breed. 
The terrors of the chase, sir, said she, *are known to me, and 
turning her horse, she thought she knew his crest to be that oil 
O'Donnell. 






. .»! 



• * * . 

In the days when Benroe was accustomed to contend on the^ 
sod, being low in condition, he was much more difficult to nn^-V: 
nage, and shewed a fretful disposition ; but, on the other han4>«/- 
when he knew he was something like capable of his businesew]r 
he came to the start as cool as a lamb. . •: V 

I have always, said a gentleman mounted on a lengthy bay," ' 
observed that those Irish bloods shew too much capering to-;.* 
come in well at the death : however, two or .three* courses? • 
throufl[h Windsor will be a better test of the matter. . '*. 

The royal trump proclaims the chase, 'f *• •• . 

Through dark wood, hile^aud plain, 



* .*• 



And O'Cahan's horn receives the blabi, 
And rolls it o'er again. 
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No^ the trembling ground with hoofs resound 

As they scour across the wood. 
And the bounding stag is snuffing the gale, 

As he stems the foaming floo^. 

Now, softly, my lamb, the lady says. 

Now softly, my pet, and so, 
Tou'U match the fleetest of British steeds 

If your name be old Benroe. 

'lis not the days, my gallant steed, 

When our joys were full in store. 
When with many a gambol you followed your dam 

On the plains of green Stranmore.* 

'Tis not the days, my noble steed, 

I tell it with watery eyes. 
When from many a courser of high renown. 

You bore away the priie. 

Tis none of the days, my gallant steed^ 

Such happy ^urs are £ed. 
The prize is laid, my noble Ben» 

And it is your master's head. 

The herald stands on O'Cahan's tower,. 

And he views the flying train, 
They have twice encircled the rising ground,. 

And they're topping the hill again. 

O'Sonneirs gray, is he leading the way^ 

For his strain is good, I know ? 
Or the Norman breed, have they taken the lead. 

And hindmost is old Benroe t 

Or is he a bay that has the way ? 



♦ A plain on the Iranks of the Roe, south of Dungiven. 
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Come quicklj me inform, 
Does the British tantivy re-echo the hills^ 
And silent O'Cahan's horn ? 

O'Donneli's gray is not leading the way, 
Though his strain is good, you know, 

Nor the Norman breed have not taken the lead 
Nor hindmost is old Benroe. 

Nor is he a hay that has the way, 

Fm sorry my lord, to inform ; 
But a long-reined black runs hard on the pack, 

And I hear 0'Cahan*s horn. 

His foam-dripping tongue hangs through his mouth. 
Broad flakes from his nostrils flow, 

And were I not sure that his colour was black , 
I'd pronounce him old Benroe. 

Some coursers are running a mile in the rear, 
Though they seem to fly with the wind, 

O'Donneirs gray puts hard for the way, 
But the black has left him behind. 

Tidings ! tidings, my noble lord ! 

Great tidings I have to tell ; 
'Tis old Benroe that presses the stag, 

I know his running well. 

The foremost hound has lost the ground. 

That he kept the forest through. 
And old Benroe has taken his place. 

For I have them still in view. 

His lengthened side and reeking hide, 

A deadly match proclaim. 
And the breathing stag is urging his way, 

But I fear he urges in vain. 
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The snow-white robe that my lady put on* 

Is changed to a dusky hue, 
And her fleeting courser bathed in foam^ 

Has changed his colour too. 

When her courser came to the panting stag, 

That lay on the earth alone, 
Three drops of blood have stained her hands, 

With which to the king she is gone. 

lady fair, your message declare, 

For I know you're a wedded wife, 
And I think I know the boon you would ask, 

'Tis great O'Cahan's life. 

To save O'Cahan's life, my liege, 
^ His lady before you stands. 

And the other request that I humbly ask, 
Is our broad and extensive lands. 

Your boon I grant with all my heart. 

With all my heart indeed, 
For so fine a face Tve not seen at a chdce. 

Nor so fine a sweating steed. 

Three blasts lor Ben the huntsman said, 

My liege I wish to blow. 
For of all the coursers in merry England, 

The fleetest it old Benroe. 

When the king had granted the request of lady O'Cahan^ he 
was also graciously pleased to present to her a gold ring set 
with an emerald, around which ran a shamrock, and engraven 
on it were these three words, veni, vidi^ vicL Being informed 
that their affairs were all well in Ireland, they made a sojourn at 
the court of Britain for eight months, during which time two 
events' happened, most important in themselves to lady 
O'Cahan : the one was the decease of her noble lord, and the 
other was the birth of a son, the only presumptive heir to the 
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estates of Dooneven. This child was named Donald O'Cahan 
but his own [countrymen, to distinguish him from others of 
the same family, sumamed him Donald Givlagh* the Gaelic for 
fetters, intimating as if born in chains ; this was a brave man 
fond of supporting the former dignity of the family, as the 
monastery experienced during his time. 

He had led his forces to the western part of the kingdom to 
succour Tyrconnel in his wars, where he received a severe wound 
in the breast, and was under the necessity of being conveyed 
home in a litter ; on his way to the castle of his forefathers, 
he was met by a cousin named Donald Clairy, or Donald the 
cribe. 

This person was his agent, was also empowered to keep the 
books of the monastery, the library of which containing many 
valuable manuscripts with the remaining history and records of 
the 0'Cahan*s he had burned in the absence of his friend, and 
his reason for such an act was that he considered himself ap- 
parent heir ; on meeting them bearing his wounded friend with 
his cloak laid over him, who is this, said he, that you bear, more 
like a decrepid female than a warrior : 

The troops seeing something cruel in his looks as they 
thought, remained snent, when lo, with a poniard he exting- 
uished the last vital spark in as generous a breast as remained 
behind him. 

The barbarous act was scarcely committed, when an oflBcer 
under him struck off the assassin's head, the lands being left 
then without a true heir ; were taken possession of by the mo- 
narch of England and so have remained to our day, said Cairbre. 



There's an Isle in the verge of the ocean, 
There's a land where the Shamrock grows gre^n,. 
There is Mary with snowy white bosom, 
Oh ! the fairest I ever have seen ! 
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There's a stream that steals.lone thro' the mountains, 
Where my spirit's oft wandering you know, 
Inhaling pure draughts from that fountain, 
And that crystalline stream is the Roe ! 
Then away with this sighing and crying, 
Such feelings are follow*d by pain, 
Tho' in far distant lands I am dieing, 
Yet in dreams I oft creep back again. 

There's a chair for the wand'rer at evening ; 

There's a bed where the weary repose ; 

For a friend there's "a kead miel a fauUie ;" 

And Na baklish for sorrows and woes : 

There's |i spirit to soothe you in trouble, 

And a hand to protect you from wrong ; 

There's a heart with whom joys you may double. 

And at night there's a cheery old song : i 

Then how can I leave you dear Erin ? 

Sure my soul's in each mountain and rill ! 

Shall I never see wWte bosom'd Mary ? 

Never list to hear strains on the hill ? 

Round the green pole on May's hallow'd morning. 

How we've bounded wkh spirits of glee ; 
When nature the wilds was adorning, 

With the blackbird the skylark and bee ; 

When I whisper'd the first tender breathing, 

Dear Mary how bright thy blue eye ; 

Can I call back the scene without grieving ; 

Or mention (hat name and not sigh ; 

Then farewell to those bright sunny vallies ; 

Dearest Erin I'll see you no more ! 

My heart whisper'd something of sorrow, 

When I took my last look at your shore ! 

There's a spirit at night breathes around me. 

And whispers of friends far away ; 

There's a spell that has oftentimes hound me, 
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In the darkness as well as the day ; 

There's a soft sigh that's often heav'dnear me, 

In a music that saddens the soul ; 

There's a shadow of light seems to cheer me, 

And to silence my woes to control 

Then farewell to the green banks of Erin, 

To her mountains all shrouded in snow ; 

Farewell to you, soft bosora'd Mary ! 

And adieu to the maids of the Roe ! ! 



K 
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APPENDIX. 



In the North of Ulster, anciently a part of what was Dalriada» the chief clans were the 
OKanes and McQuillans, who held the territory of the Routes, and had their chief seats 
at Dunluce, Dunsererick, Ooleraiue, and Dungiren. In the AnnaU of IrtUmdy 
(trandated from the original Irish of the Four Masters.) A.D. 1211, the MacDonnells of 
the Hebrides are menUoned as having^ invaded the territories of Antrim and Derry, 
where they afterwards made settlements. In the reign of Elizabeth, Somhairle Buidhe 
MacDonnell, ealled by English writers Sorley Boy» a chief from the Hebrides, descended 
from the ancient Irish of the race of Clan Cella,eame with his forces and took possession 
of the glynns. After many long and fierce battles with the McQuillans the MacDonnells 
made themselves masters of the country, and dispossessed the McQuillans. Dubourdeau, 
in his tnrrey of Antrim, says— ^ A lineal descendant of the chief McQuillan lives on the 
road between Belfast and Carrickfergns, near the Silver Stream, and probably eigoys 
more happiness as a respectable farmer than his ancestor did as a prince in those turbu- 
lent times.'' The MacDonnells were created Eark of Antrim, a dignity which they still 
enjoy. The O'fiara's, a branch of the great family of O'Hara, in Sligo, have been long 
-settled in Antrim. Several families of the O'Neills have also been in Antrim from an 
early period. * 

The other clans in this territory were the O^Shiels, O^Quinns, O'Farries, M^Alisters, 
Mageet^ Aec. The present Bight Honourable Earl O'Neill is the representative of the 
O'Neill's Prinoes of Tyrone — a branch of the De Borgos, settled in Gkdway and Mayo. 
Among the chiefs that attended Sir Henry Sydney, along with MacWilUam Burke, was an 
original Irishman of the name of 0*Malley, strong in galleys and seamen. Tliis Sir 
Eidiard Burke was married to Grace O'Malley, &ughter of Owen O'Malley, and chief 
of Umaile, now the baronies of Burrishoole and Murisk, in the county of Mayo, over 
which territory the O'Malleys were the ancient chie& and celebrated mariners. Grace 
O'Malley, called, in Irish, Graine-ni-Mahaile, commonly pronounced Grana Weal, is 
celebrated in Irish histoir. She was first married to O'^Flagheriy, Chief of West C!on- 
naught, and secondly to Sir Richisrd Burke, by whom she hiM a son, Theobald, who was 
a commander of note on the side of the English, in Connaught, in the reign of EUzabeth. 
He was called Sir Theobald Burke, and was created Viscount of Mayo by Charles I* 
In the Anthohgica Hibemica for 1793 and I7d4, an account is given of Graoe O'Malley : 
Her father, Owen O'Malley, was a noted chief, and had a small fleets with which he made 
many expeditions ; and after his death, her brother being a minor, she took apon herself 
fbe command of her galleys, and made, with her crews, many bold expeditions. Her 
chief rendezvous was at Clare Island, off ^e coast of Mayo, wliere riie kept her large 
veireels ttioored, and had a fortress; but she had her small craft at Ciurrigahooly CasUe, 
which was her chief residence and stronghold, and there was a hole, to be seen in the 
mined walls through which a cable was run from one of her ships for the purpose of com-* 
municating an alarm to her apartment on any sudden duiger. It is said that what was 
called her piracies became so rrequent that she was proclaimed, a&d £500 offered for her 
apprehension, and troops were sent from Galway to take the Castle of Carrigahooly, but, 
after a siege of more than a fortnight, they were forced to retire, being defeated by the 
valour of Grace and her men. Lodge says that Grace O'Malley was a lady much re- 



266 JLPPENDIX. 

nowned by the natiTes of Connaught, who relate many adventures and remarkable actions 
which she performed on the sea with great courage and undaunted spirit. These exploits 
were performed by Grace before and after her marriage with O'Fla^herty, but after his 
death, and her marriage with Sir Richard Burke, she became reconciled to the GoTern" 
ment, and with her followers assisted the English forces in Connaught, and for her 
services it is said Queen Elizabeth wrote her a letter of invitation to the Court, in conse- 
quence of which Grace, with some of her galleys, set sail for Lotidon about the year 1575, 
and she was received at Court with great honours by the QueeB,*who offered to create her 
a Countess, which honour Grace declined, answering, with great spirit and dignity, that 
both being Princesses they were equal in rank, and they could therefore confer no faonoura 
on each other ; but Grace said her Majesty might confer any title she pleased on her 
young son, a child which was bom on shipboard during her voyage to England, and it is 
said the Queen knighted the child, who was called Theobald of the Ships, from the cir- 
cumstance of his being born on shipboard ; and this Sir Theobald Burke was created 
Visconnt of Mayo by Charles I. On her return from England a curious circumstance is 
mentioned to have taken place on her landing at Howth for some provisions : on pro- 
ceeding to the castle she found the gates closed, the family being at dinner ; Grace was 
indignant at this dereliction of Irish hospitality, and happening to see a little boy, with an 
attendant, near the sea shore, she inquired whose child it was, and being answered he was 
the young heir of Howth she had him carried off by her men to the ships, 
and conveyed him to Connaught, and it is said she would not consent to restore the young 
heir till his father, Lord Howth, had entered into a stipulation, that the gates of his 
castle should never be closed at dinner-time ; hence it is * said, that ever since the gates 
are left open when the family go to dinner. The abduction of the young heir of St. 
Lawrence, by Grace O'Malley, is said to be represented in one of the paintin8:8 at Howth 
Castle. Grace endowed a monastery on Clare Island, off the coast of Mayo, where she 
was buried, and it is said some remains of her monument are still to be seen there. 
Grace O'Malley has been long famous as an Irish popular heroine, and her name is 
still remembered in song, Ireland itself being often personified in the designation of 
Granna Weal. 

Among the information sent from Ireland to the English Court, is the following which is still 
preserved in the English state paper office, and which gives an interesting picture of the 
condition of Ireland in the year 1511. The writer of this report reckons more than 
" sixty separate states, some as big as a shire, some more, some less, some as big as half a 
shire, and some a fittle less." In these, he tells us, there reigned more than " sixty chief 
Captains, whereof some call themselves kings, some princes, dukes, and archdukes, that 
live only by the sword, and obey no other temporal person, but only him that is strongest, 
and every one of the said Captains make war, and peace for himself, and holds by the 
sword and has imperial jurisdiction within his limits, and obeys no other person, English 
or Irish, except only such persons as may subdue them by the sword." O'Neill of Tyrone 
and O'Donnell of Tircounel were the two great chiefs of the North ; but there were be- 
sides these, seven other independent chieftains in Ulster, O'Neill of Clann^oy, or Clane- 
boy, O'Cahan of Kenoght in Derry, O'Dogherty of Innishowen, Maguire of Fermanagh, 
Magennis of Upper Iveagh in Down, O'Hanlon of Armagh, and MacMahon of Irish 
Uriel, now the County of Monaghan. In Leinster, the chief and original seat of the 
English power, there were no leas than ten independent Irish chiefs, Mac Murrough of | 
Hy-Drone in the east of Wexford, O'Byrne in Wicklow, O'Murrough in Wexford, 
O'Thole in Wicklow, O'Nolan in the south-west of Wexford, Mac Gilpatrick of Upper 
Ossory (Queen's County), O'More of Leix, O^empsey of Glinmaliry (Queen's County), 
O'Connor, of Offally (King's County), and O'Doyne of Oregan in the Queen's County. The 
Irish chiefs in Munster were still more numerous ; those of the south, or of Desmond were 
Mac Car thy More, or the Great Mac Carthy, who occupied apart of the county of Kerry, Cor- 
mac Mac Teague Mac Carthy in the county of Cork, O'Donaghue of Killarney, O'Sullivan, 
of Beare (Cork), O'Connor of Kerry, Mac Carthy Reagh of Carberry (Cork) ; O'Driscol 
«f BaJiimore (Cork); and two O'Mahous of Carberry (Cork); in Thomond tliero were the 
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(yGrady in the district now called the barony of Banratty, (Clare), O'Brien of Arra 
(Tipperary), O'Mnlriau and O'Dwyer to the aouth of the last mentioned sept, an4 Mac 
Brien of Coonaghin Limerick. The Irish chiefs of Connaught were O'Connor Roe and 
Mac Dermot in Robcommon ; O'Kelly, O'Madden, and O'Fiaherty, in Galway ; O'Farrel 
of Annaly (Longford) ; O'Reilly and O'Rourke of Breffny (Caran and Leitrim) ; O'Mal- 
ley of Mayo ; Mac Donagh of Tiragrill, O'Garaof CoolaYin, O'Hare of Laney, ODowdy 
of Tir-eragh, Mac Donaghtie of Corran, and Mac Manus O'Connor, of Carbury, all in 
Sligo. The latter was commonly known to O'Connor Sligo. There were three chiefs in 
Meath, O'Mnlloughlin, Mac Oeoghegan, and O'Mulmoy, or MuUoy. 

The report farther states, " that there were other smaller septs, equally independent 
and turbulent, not enumerated. It is estimated in this report, that the army of the 
largest of these septs did not exceed 500 spears, 500 galloglasses, and 1,000 kerns. The 
gaUoglasses were the heavy armed infantry of the Irish, who wore iron helmets and 
coats of mail; the kerns had no armour and fought with spears, or pikes, and darts. 
The report goes on to enumerate more than 30 great captains of the English nobles, 
that follow the same Irish order; and keep the same rule, and erery one of them maketh 
war and' peace for himself, without any license of the King or of any other temporal per- 
son, save to him that is strongest and of such that may subdue them by the sword." 
These were in Munster, the Earl of Desmond, the Knight of Kerry Fitzmaurice, Sir 
Thomas Desmond, Sir Gerald of Desmond, the Lord Barry, the Lord Roche, the young 
Lord Barry, the Lord de Courcy, the Lord Cogan, the Lord Barrett, the White Knight, the 
Knight of Glyn, the sons of Sir Gerald of Desmond, in Waterford, the Powers of Waterford, 
Sir William Burke, in the county of Limerick, Sir Piers Butler (who claimed the title of 
Earl of Ormond), and all the captains of the Butlers of the county of Kilkenny, and of the 
county of Fethard." In Connaught there were the Lord Burke of Mayo, the Lord Burke of 
Clanrickard, the Lord Bermingbam, of Athenry ; The Stauntons of Clonmorris, in Mayo ; 
the MacJordans, or sons of Jordon De Exeter, in Mayo ; MacCosteHo Baron Nangle, of 
Costello, in Mayo; and the Barretts of Tyrawley, in the same county. In Ulster there 
were the Savages of Lecale, in Down ; the FitzHowlins of Tuscard, and the Bissets of 
the Glynns, of Aptrim. The English chiefs, of Meath, who did not acknowledge obe- 
dience to the English Government, were the Dillons, the Daltons, the Tyrrells, and the 
Delamares. 

From the forgoing statements of the misrule and feudal conflicts that took place after 
the invasion of England it is a pleasing fact to notice the judicious and regular manner 
in which the country was governed under the native monarchs. Thus, for instance, 
we are assured by the panegyrists of Brian Born, that under his rule equal justice 
was impartially administered — that he suffered no one to transgress the laws. Among 
other writers Warner, in his History of Ireland^ describes the respect that was univer- 
sally shewn to the laws by the inhabitants of the nation, by telhng us that a young 
damsel of surpassing beauty, robed in costly dress covered with jewels, carrying in her 
hand a wand, with a gold rmg of great value fixed at the top, wandered, without atten- 
dants, from the northermost part of the island to the South, and that no one attempted, 
either in face of day or under cover of the shades of night, to rob her of her honour, or 
strip her of her rich apparel, or even to steal her ring of gold. This circumstance is 
beautifully versified, by our own national poet Thomas Moore, in the following lines : — 

Rich and rare were the gems she wore, 
And a bright gold ring on her wand she bore; 
But oh! her beauty was far beyond 
^ Her sparkling gems or snow-white wand. 

'• Lady ! dost thou not fear to stray, 

^ So lone and lovely, through this bleak way f 
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'^ Are Erin's sons so good or so cold, 

^ As not to be tempted by woman or goldf " 

" Sir Rmght! I feel not the least alarm, 

" No son of Erin will offer me harm: 

'* For though they Ioto women and golden store . 

" Sir Knight! they love honour and yirtue more!" 

On she went, and her maiden smile 
In safety lighted her round the green isle. 
And blest for ever is she who relied 
Upon Erin's honour and Erin's pride! 

Of the daring spirit and bravery of the MacDonnells, in opposition to English rule, 
an instance is giren in Lodgt^a Peerage (A.D., 1597). Of the Ohichesters, Earls of 
Donegall, it is stated that Sir James McDonnell had a party of Highland Scots cod- 
cealed in a caye, about four miles from Garrickfergus, while he marched with another 
body of them towards that town, and leafing the garrisop, the goTemor,^Sir John Chi- 
chester, made a sally, when MacDonnell, seeming to fly until he had brought Sir John 
to the place where ne had laid his ambuscade, turned on him suddenly, and his party 
being instantly surrounded by the Scots, joined by those in ambush, they defeated Chi- 
chester's forces, and slew great numbers of them. Sir John was taken prisoner and 
beheaded on a stone at the head of the Glynn. MacDonnell, many years after, on going 
one day to yiew the monument to the Ohichesters, in the church of St. Nicholas, at Car- 
rickferffus, and seeing Sir John's statue, asked, ** How the de'il he came to get his head 
again, for he was sure he had once cut it off him." It may be here observed that the Lrish 
kerns and galloglasiies generally decapitated the chiefs they had slain in battle, as they 
considered no man actually dead until his head was cut off. 

The AnncbU of the Four Masters, and Irish history throughout, giyes many interesting 
detaUs of the conflicts that took place with these and other chieftains, in contests for 
superiority. When united against the English inyaders they were distinguished by deeds 
of yalour not surpassed by any other nation. The O'Neills, OT)onnells, O'Kanes, Mac- 
QuiUans, and other chieftains, long contested the right of England to enslaye their country, 
and only through the treachery and disunion of parties who had not the loye of country 
at heart, no foreign po^er could haye brought Lreland into subjection. The insolence 
of English officuuJB n'equentl^ goaded the cmeftainB into acts of rebellion to the British 
Goyernment, so that they might forfeit their estates and get them to themselyes or the 
supporters of English rule. In May, 1608, Sir Cahir O'Dogherty, Lord of Inishowen, a 
young nw^u of great spirit and yalour, then only in the 21st year of his age, raised an in- 
surrection against the English in Ulster, being unable to tolerate the insolence and tyr- 
rany of Sir George Powlet, g^oyemor of Derry, who not only abused him in language, 
wiUi scorn and contempt, but inflicted on mm personal castigation, so that he pre- 
ferred death to life rather than enduie the insult and dishonour he had receiyed. 
O'Dogherty, and his forces haying surprized Derry, they slew Powlet and most of the 
garrison, and burned the town ; he also took the fort of Culmore, near Derry, from Cap- 
tain Hart, where he found 12 pieces of cannon, and gaye the command of the fortress to 
a yaliant chief, Phelim M'Dayett O'Dogherty,. rayaged the settlements of the English in 
yarious parts of Derry, Donegal, and Tyrone, and defeated their forces in seveial en- 
gagements. Marshal Wingfield then advanced against Burt Castle, the chief residence of 
O'Dogherty, near Lough S willy. Mac Geoghegan says the castle was commanded by a 
monk, who not haying a sufficient force to defend it and not wishing to subject O'Dogherty's 
lady, who was Mary Preston, daughter of Lo^rd Gormanstown, to the dangers of a siege, 
surrendered the castle on condition that the garrison should be spared, but Wingfield put 
most of them to the sword, and sent O'Dogherty's wife to her brother. O'Dogherty 
maintained his ground for about three months in Donegal, the Lord Deputy Chidiester 
offered a reward of 500 marks for his head^ and Sir CsSac being encamped at the Book^ 
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of Donne, near Kilmacrennan, was shot dead with a musket ball, by an English 
soldier, who took deliberate aim at him^ recognizing the warlike chief amidst his men 
from his waving plume and lofty stature. The extensive estates of O'Dogherty were 
confiscated, and transferred to Chichester, ancestor of the Earls of Donegal. Six entire 
counties in Ulster, namely — Armagh, Tyrone, Derry, Donegal, Fermanagh, and Cavan, 
were also confiscated, and, by the project called the Plantation of Ulster, carried into 
eflfect by King James I., from 1607 to 1612. The extensive territories held for many 
ages by the O'Neils, O'Donnells, O'Doghertys, O'Kanes, Maguires, O'Reillys, and many 
chiefs mentioned in the AnncUs of Ireland, were forfeited to the Crown. Thus, after a 
continued contest, and fierce wars for 430 years, from the time of Strongbow, 1170, till 
1609, the reduction of Ireland was ultimately effected ; and with the heroic struggles of 
Hugh O'Neill and Redjlugh O'Donnell terminated the power of the Irish princes and 
chiefs, not only in Ulster but in all the other provinces. O'Neill and O'Donnell escaped 
to France, and died at Rome, and were buried on St. Peter's Hill. Owen Roe MacWard, 
chief bard of the O'Donnells, wrote a beautiful elegiac Poem, in Irish, on the death of 
the Princes of Tyrone and Tyrconnell, which was admirably versified by Clarence Mangan, 
of which the following verses afford a favourable specimen. The sister (Nuala) of 
O'Donnell is pathetically represented as weeping alone over the graves of the Princes, 
on St. Peter's Hill:— 



O woman of the piercing wail, 

"Who moumest o'er yon mound of clay, 
With sigh and groan; 
Would God thou wert among the Gael! 
Thou wouldst not then from day to day 
Weep thus alone. 
'Twere long before, around a grave, 
In green Tirconnell, one could find 
This loneliness; 
Near where Beann-Boirche's banners wave, 
Such grief as thine could ne'er have 
pined 
Companionless. 

Beside the wave, in Donegal, 
In Antrim's glens, or fair Dromere^ 
Or Killilee; 
Or wherd the sunny waters fall. 
At Assaroe, near Erna's shore, 
This could not be. 
On Derry 'p plains—in rich Drumcliefi', 
Throughout Armagh the Great renowned 
In olden years. 
No day could pass but Woman's grief 
Would rain upon the burial-ground 
Fresh floods of tears! 

O no! — from Shannon, Boyne and Suir, 
From high Dunluce's castle walls. 
From Lisadill, 
Would flook alike both rich and poor, 

One wail would rise from Cruachan's halls 
To Tara's Hill: 
And some would come from Barrow-side, 
And many a maid would leave her home 
On Leitrim's plains. 
And by melodious Banna's tide, 

And by the Mourne and Erne, to come, 
And swell thy strains! 



Two princes of the line of Coon 
Sleep in their cells of clay beside 
O'Donnell Roe: 
Three royal youths, alas! are gone. 
Who lived for Erin's weal, but died 
For Erin's woe! 
Ah ! could the men of Ireland read 
The names these noteless burial-stones 
Display to view. 
Their wounded hearts afresh would bleed. 
Their tears gush forth again, their groans 
Resound anew! 

The youths whose relics moulder here 

Were sprung from Hugh, high Prince and 
Lord 

Of Aileach's lands; 
Thy noble brothers, justly dear. 
Thy nephew, long to be deplored 
By Ulster's bands. 
Theirs were not souls wherein dull Time 
Could domicile Decay, or house 
Decrepitude! 
They passed from earth ere Manhood's prime,. 
Ere years had power to dim their brows 
Or chill their blood. 

And who can marvel o'er thy grief. 
Or who can blame thy flowing tears 
That knows their source? 
O'Donnell, Dunnasava's chief. 
Cut off amid his vernal years, 
JAes here a corse 
Beside his brother Cathbar, whom 
Tirconnell of the Helmets mourns 
In deep despair — 
For valour, truth, and comely bloom^ 
For all that great ens and adorns, 
A peerless pair. 
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O, had these twain, and he, the third, 
The lord of Mourne, ONiall's son; 
Their mate in death — 
A prince in look, in deed, and word — 
Had these three heroes yielded on 
The field their breath. 
O, had they fnllen on Crimthan's plain. 
There would not be a town or dan 
From shore to sea, 
Bat would wiih shrieks bewail the slain. 
Or chant aloud the exulting rann (verse) 
Of Jubilee! 

When hi^h the shout of battle rose, 
On fields where Freedom's torch still 
burned 

Through Erin's gloom. 
If one, if barely one of those 

Were slain, all Ulster would have mourned 
The hero's doom? 
If at Athbuighe, where hosts of brave 
Ulidian horsemen sank beneath 
The shock of spears. 
Young Hugh O'Neill had found a g^ave. 
Long must the North have wept his death. 
With heart- wrung tears! 

If on the day of BallaghmoyrS, 
The lord of Mourne had met, thus young 
A warrior's fate. 
In vain would such as thou desire 
To mourn alone the champion sprung 
From Niall the Great ! 
No marvel this— for all the dead, 
Heaped on the field, pile over pile. 
At Mvllaghbrack, 
Were scarce an Eric for his head. 

If Death had stayed his footsteps while 
On victory's track. 

If on the day the Saxon host 

Were forced to fly — a day so great 
For Ashanee — 
The chief had been untimely lost. 
Our conquering troops would moderate 
Their mirthful glee. 
There would not lack on Lifford's day. 
From Galway, from the glens of Boyle, 
From Limerick's towers, 
A marshalled file, a long array, 
Of mourners to bedew the soil 
With tears in showers. 

O, had the fierce Dalcassian swarm. 
That bloody night on Fergus* banks 
But slain our Chief, 
When rose his camp in wild alarm, — 
How would the triumph of his ranks 
Be dashed with grief! 



# 

How would the troops o^ Morbach moais. 
If on the Curlew Mountains' day, 
Which England rued. 
Some Saxon hand had left them lorn. 
By shedding there amid the fray. 
Their Prince's blood! 

Red would have been our warriors* eyes - 
Had Roderick found on Sligo's field 
A gory grave; 
No Northern chief would soon arise. 
So sage to guide, so strong to shield. 
So swift to fave. 
Long would Leith-Cuinn have wept, if Hnglr 
Had met the death he oft had dealt 
Among the foe; 
But, had our Roderick fallen too. 
All Erin must, alas! have felt 
The deadly blow! 

What do I say? Ah, woe is me! 
Already we bewail in vain 
Their fatal fall! 
And Erin, once the Great and Free, 
Now vainly mourns her breakless chaiiv 
And iron thrall! 
Then, daughter of O'Donnell! dry 
Thine overflowing eyes, and turn 
Thy heart aside; 
For Adam's race is born to die. 
And sternly the sepulchral urn 
Mocks human pride! 

Look not; nor sigh for earthly throne^ 
Nor place thy trust in arm of clay — 
But on thy knees 
Uplift thy soul to God alone. 
For all things go their destined way 
As he decrees. 
Embrace the faithful Crucifix, 
And seek the path of pain and prayer 
Thy Saviour trod ; 
Nor let thy spirit intermix 
With earthly hope and worldly care 
Its groans to God. 

And thou, O mighty Lord! whose ways 
Are far above our feeble minds 
To understand. 
Sustain us in these doleful days, 
And render light the chain that binda* 
Our fallen land! 
Look down upon our dreary state. 
And through the ages that may still 
Roll sadly on. 
Watch thou o'er hapless Erin's fate, 
And shield at least from darker iU 
The blood of Conn! 
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THE CLANS OF TIR EOGAIN AND THEIR TERRITORIES. 



The chiefs and clans of Tir Eog^n, and the territories possessed by each in the twelfth 
century, are collected from O'Du^an as follows : — O'Dajo^an commences with the terri- 
tory of Aileach of the Kings^ of which he gi^es — I. O'Neill and Mac Loaghlin as princes 
or kings. II. O'Oathain, or O'Kane, who \vas of the race of Eogan, or a branch of the 
O'Neills, and who was the chief of Oianacht of Gleanna Geibhin, or Keenaght of Glen- 
g^ren. The O'Kanes were also chiefs of the Creere, now the barony of Colerain, and 
in after times this powerful clan possessed the greater part of the county of Derry, which 
was called O'Kane's country ; they also possessed, at an early period, part of Antrim, and 
and had their seat at the castle of Dunseyerick. 



THE RUINS OF DUNLUCE CASTLE. 



The rained state of Dunluce, the scene of many a bloody contest and hospitable 
tfestiwty, is well described in M^Ki7dat/*s Giants Causeway ^ in the following lines: — 

Ah, woe, Dunluce! for since that fatal day. 
Thy feudal pride has faded fast away^ 
Tet time has been, when o'*er thy proudest tower. 
High streamed la adr the banners of thy power; 
And wlien redoubted ranks adranced to shock 
Each martial fortress round thy sea-girt rock. 
Thy mail-clad warriors rose, in serried might. 
And flamed the signal of the coming fight: 
'Then pealed thy cannon o'er the crimsoned waye. 
And in thy fosse whole cohorts found a graye. 
Tet mercy reigned witJi thy Tictorious lord — 
The yanquished shared the banquet at hu board. 
While kindness, prompt to every stranger's call, 
Oaye welcome in thy hospitable hall. 
Then high-strung harps awoke the soul of soundy 
With dance, and song, and festive music round. 

Ahl wliat avails the joys of wealth and power? 
The foot of time has crushed thy firmest tower; 
Now on thy ruins slender sea-pinks bloom; 
And there, wken sight hangs down her veil of gloomy 
TThe lonely bird of ocean finds its rest, 
Hushed by the stormy billows of the west. 
That moan beneath thy dark basaltic walls, 
While rushing whirlwinds sweep thy roofless halls; 
What piercing sounds are borne apon the gales? 
^Tis the Banshee, whose caoine wildly wails 
Thy valiant sons, esglobed by rival hate, 
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Who " set unclouded in the gnlfs of fate." 

— Thy towers, that seemed a vista to the sky, 

Ilaye bowod to earth, and in broad ruins lie; 

Like that stupendous pile on Shinar's plain. 

Great was thy fall — never to rise again ! 
* « * * Xc 

Though stern oppression's adamantine brand 
Has oft, my Erin! smote thy sainted land. 
Yet, oh! my country! still thy sons are brave. 
On the embattled plain, and blood-stained wave. 
Thy daughters, blooming as the blush of morn. 
Thy hills, thy dales, and cottages adorn: 
They meet the stranger with benignant smile^ 
And greet him welcome to thy holy isle. 



Printed at the ** Chronicle'* Office, Coleraine, by J, M'Combie. 
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